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Highly  honoured  in 
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ties would  allow.  Should  it  ultimately  af- 
ford that  Benefit  to  my  fellow  Creatures  at 
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Majesty’s  kind  Aufpices.  On  this  Ac- 
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could  with  fo  much  Propriety  be  addrefted. 

I have  the  Honour  to  be. 
With  the  molt  grateful  Obedience, 
Your  Majesty’s 
Moft  devoted. 

And  moft  obliged  Servant ; 

Michael  Underwood, 

Great  Marlborough  Street, 

January  tft,  1799. 


PREFACE. 


T«  e repeated  and  indulgent  reception  of 
former  attempts  to  inveftigate  the  Difeafes  of 
Children,  has  induced  the  author  fucceflive- 
1 y to  extend  his  original  plan.  And  he 
hopes  he  may  have  fo  far  fucceeded,  as  to 
prefent  the  readers  of  this  fourth  impreffion 
with  an  ample  and  diflinft  account  of  them. 
Besides  fomething  new  in  the  form  of 
the  work,  it  contains  feveral  difeafes  never 
noticed  before,  as  well  as  further  improve- 
ments in  the  arrangement  and  defcription  of 
others  $ together  with  complete  Diretfions 
for  the  management  of  the  Nurfery,  to  which 
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is  prefixed  a Diflertation  on  the  nature  and 
properties  of  Human-milk,  the  refult  of  re- 
peated experiments ; forming,  it  is  pre- 
fumed, a fuitable  Introduction  to  that  Part 
of  the  work. 

If  any  thing  at  all  important  has  been 
overlooked,  it  has  arifen  as  well  from  the 
frequent  occurrence  of  fome  new  difeafe; 
as  from  a pofiible  want  of  peculiar  opportu- 
nities of  information,  which  the  writings  or 
practice  of  others  may,  in  fome  inftances, 
pofi'efs.  He  has  availed  himfelf,  however, 
of  every  advantage  he  could  command  ; and 
is  indebted  to  one  or  more  friends  for  fome 
valuable  communications,  which  will  be  ac- 
knowledged in  their  place.  He  has  at  the 
fame  time  endeavoured  to  avoid  all  unne- 
cefiary  details  and  ufelefs  diftinCtions  of  dif- 
eafes,as  well  as  touching  upon  fubj  eCts  foreign 
from  the  immediate  defign.  Should  the  rea- 
der apprehend  any  little  exceptions  in  this 
refpeCt,  he  will  readily  perceive  the  induce- 
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ment ; and  although  the  accuracy  of  fyftem 
fhould  fomewhat  be  violated,  it  is  prefumed, 
it  has  only  given  way  to  motives  of  hu- 
manity and  ufefulnefs. 

Perfectly  fenfible,  however,  of  nu- 
merous defe&s,  the  writer  relies  again  upon 
the  indulgence  of  the  Public,  though  he 
hopes  that,  as  this  edition  will  be  found 
more  complete,  it  may  be  proportionably 
worthy  of  a continuance  of  that  favourable 
reception  wherewith  the  former  ones  have 
been  fo  generally  honoured.  Particular  ac- 
knowledgements, indeed,  are  due  for  the  ap- 
probation of  the  faculty  $ and  the  like  can- 
dour, it  is  hoped,  will  accept  the  alterations 
now  firft  attempted  to  render  the  work  ap- 
propriate to  medical  readers. 

For  the  ftyle  in  general,  indeed,  the  au- 
thor pretends  to  have  but  little  to  offer.  Had 
he  had  more  leifure,  poflibly  it  might  have 
been  lefs  incorreft ; though  it  is  hoped,  that 
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many  of  the  greater  imperfections  which  ap- 
peared in  former  editions  are  here  done  away. 

Prompted  by  a lau  dable  Ambition  of  be- 
ing ufeful  in  his  generation,  and  leaving  be- 
hind him  fomething  beneficial  to  pofterity 
in  the  only  way  he  could  attempt  it,  he  is 
perfuaded  the  benefit  will  not  terminate 
here ; but  that  others  will  be  excited  to  per- 
fect this  long  negleCted,  but  moft  important 
branch  of  the  profefiion.  It  has,  indeed, 
been  univerfally  lamented,  that  in  no  age  has 
the  fludy  of  the  diforders  of  children  kept 
pace  with  the  advancement  of  fcience : nor 
have  the  improvements  in  the  practice  of 
phyfic  in  the  prefent  century,  produced  as 
full  and  accurate  accounts  of  them,  as  of  the 
difeafes  of  adults.  Indeed,  till  of  later  years 
little  more  has  been  attempted  than  getting 
rid  of  the  wild  prejudices,  and  anile  pre- 
fcriptions  of  the  old  writers,whichhad  ferved 
only  to  obfcure  the  true  nature  of  children’s 
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difeafes.  In  this  attempt  however,  and  par- 
ticularly in  meliorating  the  practice,  fome  of 
the  bell  of  the  more  modern  writers  have 
run  into  a contrary  extreme,  in  not  a few 
inftances. 

Avery  principal  caufe  of  the  above-men- 
tioned negleCt  has  arifen  from  an  ancient 
idea,  for  a long  time  too  generally  entertain- 
ed, that,  as  medical  people  can  have  but  a 
very  imperfeCt  knowledge  of  the  complaints 
of  infants,  from  the  inability  of  children  to 
give  any  account  of  them,  it  is  fafer  to  trull 
the  management  of  them  to  old  women  and 
nurfes  5 who  at  leaft,  are  not  likely  to  do 
mifchief  by  violent  remedies,  though  they 
may  fometimes  make  ufe  of  improper  and 
inadequate  ones. 

Futile  as  fuch  objections  moft  certainly 
are,  they  have,  neverthelefs,  had  confider- 
able  influence,  and  for  a long  time  retarded 
a methodical  investigation  of  infantile  dis- 
orders. This  defeCt  has  been  noticed  by 
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fuccedive  writers,  and  particularly  in  a trea- 
tife  written  above  thirty  years  fince,  by  Dr. 
Armstrong.  It  is  aptly  remarked  by  this 
writer,  that  the  fame  difficulty  occurs  in  a 
variety  of  the  mod  dangerous  complaints  of 
adults  at  every  period  of  life,  which  con- 
feffiedly  require  the  greated  affidance ; fuch 
are  attacks  of  phrenzy,  delirium,  and  fome 
kinds  of  convuldons  : to  which  may  be  ad- 
ded, all  the  diforders  of  idiots  and  lunatics. 
But  thele  have  been  fuccefsfully  treated  in 
every  age,  not  excepting  even  lunacy  itfelf, 
and  the  melancholy  fubjedt  happily  redor- 
ed  to  fociety,  his  family,  and  himfelf. 

It  has  likewife  been  obferved,  that  if  in- 
fants for  the  reafons  above-mentioned  are  to 
be  excluded  the  benefit  of  a phyfipan’s  ad- 
vice, it  is  difficult  to  fay  at  what  age  chil- 
dren may  fafely  be  intruded  to  his  care ; 
fince  at  the  age  of  five  or  fix  years,  they 
would  frequently  midead  the  Inquirer,  who 
fhould  trud  to  their  own  account  of  their 


complaints.  Their  ideas  of  things  are  too 
indiftind  to  afford  us  fufficient  information, 
and  they  accordingly  often  call  ficknefs  at 
the  flomach,  pain,  and  pain,  ficknefs  ; they 
will  frequently  make  no  reply  to  general 
queftions,  and  when  they  are  afked  more 
particularly  whether  they  have  any  pain  in 
one  or  another  part  of  the  body,  they  aim  oft 
eonftantly  anfwer  in  the  affirmative;  though 
it  afterwards  frequently  turns  out  they  were 
miftaken. 

To  this  idea  I will  venture  to  add,  that  al- 
though infants  can  give  no  account  of  their 
complaints  in  the  manner  we  receive  infor- 
mation from  adults,  their  difeafes  are  all 
plainly  and  fufficiently  marked  by  the  coun- 
tenance, the  age,  the  manifeft  fymptoms,and 
the  faithful  account  given  by  the  parent,  or 
an  intelligent  nurfe.  This  I am  fo  confident 
of,  that  I never  feel  more  at  my  eafe,  in  pre~ 
fcribing  for  any  diforders  than  thofe  of  in- 
fants, and  never  fucceed  with  more  unifor- 
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niity,  or  more  agreeably  to  the  opinion  I may 
have  adopted  of  the  feat  'and  nature  of  the 
difeafe.  Every  diftemper  may  be  faid,  in 
fome  fenfe,  to  have  a language  of  its  own, 
and  it  is  the  bulinefs  of  a phyfician  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  it ; nor  do  thofe  of  children 
fpeak  lefs  intelligibly  than  thofe  of  adults.* 
— Limited  as  is  human  knowledge  in  every 
department,  there  are  yet  certain  principles 
and  great  outlines,  as  well  in  phylic  as  in 
other  fciences,  with  which  men  of  experi- 
ence are  acquainted,  that  will  generally  lead 
them  fafely  between  the  dangerous  extremes 
of  doing  too  little,  or  too  much  and  will 
carry  them  fuccefsfully,  where  perfons  who 


* In  neither  of  thefe  fentiments  do  I fland  alone  ; Harris, 
of  whofe  work  Sydenham  is  thought  to  have  fpoken  fo 
highly,  has  faid  the  fame  things — “ Incertae  verb  diagnofews 
“ (qua;  multum  obtinuit)  querela  non  tam  a fymptomatum 
“ defeftu,  quam  a prspoltera  ac  inepta medendi ratione  ortum 
“ fuum  duxiffe  videtur.”  (page8.)  And  at  page  3. — “Etenim 
r‘  aflerere  non  verebor  morbos  illius  aetatis  genere  pauciflimos 
“ effe,  et  gradu  tantummodo  differe ; imo  curationem  puero- 
“ rum  mult6  tutiorem  ac  faciliorem,  quam  virorum  ac  niu<- 
“ lierum.”  Dc  Morb.  Infant. 
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want  thofe  advantages  cannot  venture  to  fol- 
low them.* — How  far  however,  this  and 
other  affertions  of  the  author,  are  made  out 
in  the  fubfequent  trad:,  the  writer  rnufl  fub- 
mit  to  the  Judgment  and  Candour  of  the 
Public. 

* Neque  JioteJl  fcire  quomodo  morbos  curare  conweniat , qul  unde  hi 
JirJ  ignoret — Perlinet  ad  rem  omnium /irojtrietates  nojfe.  Celsus. 
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Y*  II  "^HE  following  account  of  the  difeafes  of 
children,  which  now  makes  its  appear- 
ance in  a fomewhat  new  form,  and  Iefs 
exceptionable  to  profeflional  men,  it  is  hoped 
may  place  this  branch  of  medicine  upon  a re- 
fpedlable  footing,  and  exhibit  a practice  as 
founded  and  rational  as  in  any  other.  That 
no  fuch  ferious  attempt  has  hitherto  been  made, 
is  fufficiently  acknowledged;  although  detached 
parts,  and  fome  of  the  more  important  difeafes 
of  childhood,  have  been  ably  conlidered,  at 
different  periods. 

For  the  manner  in  which  the  work  is  now 
executed,  the  author  can  only  fay,  that  in 
addition  to  a long  experience,  he  has  carefully 
confulted  the  mofl  refpe&able  authorities,  as 
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2 Diseases  of  Children. 

well  ancient  as  modern ; while  by  a clofe  at- 
tention to  fadts,  he  has  endeavoured  to  obviate 
the  effects  of  that  peculiar  veil  * which  is  faid 
to  obfcure  infantile  diforders.  A practical  ar- 
rangement of  them  has  been  ftudied,  com- 
prehending likewife  the  natural  confecution  of 
parts,  and  the  order  of  time  in  which  the  com- 
plaints feverally  appear;  that  fome  conformity 
may  be  every  where  obferved.  Regard  has 
alfo  been  had  to  their  refpedtive  caufes  and 
fymptoms,  tending  to  elucidate  their  nature, 
and  render  their  treatment  more  obvious  than, 
has  been  generally  imagined. 

To  their  immediate  Difeafes,  is  added  an 
attention  to  fome  of  the  principal  Accidents 
and  little  Injuries  to  which  the  earlier  periods 
of  childhood  are  peculiarly  liable ; and  though 
fuch  articles  may,  indeed,  be  very  unim- 
portant to  fome  readers,  it  is  prefumed  they 
will  have  their  ufe,  and  may,  poflibly,  prove 

* There  is  nothing  to  which  this  peculiar  obfeuritv  may 
be  referred,  but  the  incapacity  of  infants  to  deferibe  their 
own  feelings.  There  are,  nevcrthelefs,  other  fources  of 
information,  lefs  fallacious  fometimes  than  the  more  literal 
deferiptions  of  adults,  which'  in  nervous  complaints  par- 
ticularly, would  tend  to  preplek  the  ableft  phy/ician  it  he 
lhould  always  be  led  by  them;  and  the  like  neceffary  dif- 
crimination  will  ferve  him  equally  well  in  the  treatment  of 
infants. 
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no  fmall  fatisfaftion  to  others.  And  here  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  what- 
ever merit  the  publications  of  others  may 
poffefs,  it  may,  neverthelefs,  with  great  pro- 
priety be  remarked,  that  they  either  form  a 
part  of  fome  large  fyftematic  work,  or  elfe, 
they  are  far  too  concife,  and  have  omitted 
complaints  of  too  much  importance  to  be  over- 
looked, as  well  as  been  neceflarily  filent  on 
many,  with  which  the  authors  themfelves 
wrere  unacquainted. 

The  judicious  treatment  of  infantile  difor- 
ders  demands,  indeed,  equal  attention  and  ex- 
perience ; clofe  and  repeated  obfervation  be- 
ing the  great  mean  of  fupplying  the  want  of 
that  kind  of  afliftance  which  the  perfonal  in- 
formation of  adult  patients  frequently  affords. 
The  diforders  of  childhood,  however,  are  no- 
wife myfterious,  nor  would  ever  have  been 
thought  fo,  if  they  had  always  been  fubmitted 
to  proper  hands,  and  been  as  carefully  invefti- 
gated  as  the  difeafes  of  adults.  Nor  is  it 
othenvife  with  the  difeafes  of  the  earlieft  in- 
fancy, of  which  (as  a further  ballance  to  the 
want  of  oral  information,)  it  may  be  fafely  af- 
ferted,  that  as  they  are  more  obvious ‘than 
they  are  generally  fuppofed,  fo  is  their  num~ 
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ber  comparatively  fmall,  their  caufe  uniform, 
and  the  treatment  of  moft  of  them  fimple  and 
certain. * This  is  efpecially  true  of  the  dis- 
orders of  this  period,  though  it  may,  perhaps, 
be  objected,  that  their  various  difeafes  cannot 
all  originate  from  one  and  the  fame  caufe  ; 
nor  is  it  my  intention  to  affert  it,  though  it 
may  be  fafely  advanced  in  regard  to  a great 
number  of  them.  It  is  to  be  remarked  like- 
wife,  that  it  is  precifely  the  complaints  of 
early  infancy  that  are  here  fpoken  of ; though 
it  is,  neverthelefs,  very  evident  that  there  is 
a greater  uniformity  alfo  in  the  caufes  of  the 
feveral  diforders  even  of  older  children  than 
there  is  in  thofe  of  adults,  which  have  very 
often  various,  and  diffimilar  remote  caufes,  at 
different  times,  and  in  different  habits : E.  G. 
objlrufled.  catamenia , aj 'cites , &c. 

For  the  proof  of  thefe  affertions,  as  well  as 
in  order  to  eftablifh  a rational  practice,  I fhall 
firft  confider  diftin&ly  the  Caufes  and  Diag- 
noses of  their  complaints,  before  I attempt 
to  enter  upon  their  Cure. 

And  here  I fhall  not  attend  to  their  various 
remote  caufes,  but  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  a 

* Facillime  inquam  in  morbos  clilabuntur  infantes,  et 
nifi  aut  ferius  aut  imperitius  tractentur,  facillime  in  fanitatexn 
reftituuntur.  Harris,  dc  mortis  acutis  infantum. 
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practical  confiderationof  the  fubjedt,  and  point 
out  their  obvious  occalions  and  fymptoms. 
And  on  this  account,  I {hall  not  take  notice  of 
all  the  changes  which  nature  herfelf  induces 
during  the  growth  of  infants,  as  they  pafs 
from  one  flage  of  life  to  another  ; which  are, 
doubtlefs,  remote  caufes  of  fome  of  their  com- 
plaints. A more  minute  attention,  indeed, 
would  lead  only  to  diffufe  and  uncertain  theo- 
ries, which  have  been  eftabliftied  in  one  age 
only  to  be  rejected  in  the  next.  In  this  coun- 
try,* at  leaft,  fuch  vague  theories  are  now  de- 
fervedly  laid  aiide,  though  an  era,  perhaps, 
better  calculated  for  their  inveftigation,  than 
thofe  wherein  fuchfubjedts  were  agitated  with 
a zeal  proportionate  to  the  writers  compara- 
tive ignorance  of  anatomy,  and  thofe  princi- 
ples of  the  animal  economy,  which  can  only 
be  eftablifhed  by  a clofe  obfervance  of  fadts. 


* It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  this  is  not  yet  more  univer- 
sally the  cafe  elfewhere,  even  amonglt  men  of  letters,  as 
appears  from  an  anonymous  latin  work,  on  the  difeafes  of 
children,  publifhed  at  Amjlerdam  in  1760,  replete  with  ob- 
folete  theories,  and  remote  caufes  of  difeafes,  but  poffefied 
of  fefs  praftical  matter  than  one  fhould  have  thought  any 
work  of  fo  late  a date  mult  contain. 
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A principal  Cause,  mentioned  both  by 
ancient  and  modern  writers,  is  the  great 
moifture  and  laxity  of  infants ; which  is  ne- 
ceffary,  however,  in  order  to  the  extenfion  of 
parts,  and  the  rapid  growth  of  young  chil- 
dren. This  laxity  arifes  from  the  vaft  glan- 
dular fecretion,  their  glands  in  general  being 
much  larger  in  proportion,  than  thofe  of. 
adults.  I might  inftance  in  the  thymus  gland, 
and  particularly  in  the  pancreas  and  liver. 
But  befides  thefe,  there  are  innumerable 
glands  fituate  within  the  mouth,  oefophagus, 
ftomach  and  bowels,  which  are  continually 
pouring  out  their  contents  into  the  firft— 
paffages.  This  is,  doubtlefs,  a wife  provi- 
fion  of  nature,  and  I cannot,  therefore,  think 
with  Dr.  Armstrong,  that  the  gaftric  juice 
renders  the  chyle  lefs  fit  for  abforption,  for 
without  a due  proportion  of  it,  no  good  chyle 
can  be  made ; but  as  we  do  not  ftridly  follow 
the  didates  of  nature  in  the  management  of 
children,  as  to  their  food,  manner  of  clothing, 
fleeping,  &c.  this  abundance  of  flimy  matter 
may  often  over-load  the  flomach  and  bowels, 
the  conftant  feat  of  the  firft  complaints  in  the 
infant  ftate.*  A fecond  caufe  arifes  from  the 

* Non  quoc]  set  as  per  fe  fit  caufa  ulliuS  nimbi,  eft  enhn 
res  naturalis  et  temporis  determinatio,  fed  quia  difponit  ad 
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great  irritability  of  the  nervous  fyfiem,  and 
the  delicacy  of  the  mufcular  fibres,  whereby 
the  ferous  juices  do  not  readily  enough  return, 
but  remain  longer  than  is  confiftent  with  a free 
circulation  through  the  extreme  parts.  The 
quality  of  the  milk,  or  other  food  with  which 
infants  are  nouri filed,  may  be  accounted  a 
third.  In  addition  to  thefe  general  caufes, 
may  be  reckoned  the  want  of  exercife,f 
which  at  a more  advanced  age,  happily  for 
us,  wre  are  obliged  to  make  ufe  of,  and  which, 
art,  in  general,  does  not  duly  fupply  in  re- 
gard to  infants. § 

morbos  quofdam  facilius  fufcipiendos,  fi  caufae  eorum  accef- 
ferint. — Primeros:  de  Morb.  Infant. 

-f-  Exercife  is  the  grand  mean  of  health.- — The  irrational 
fpecies  are  capable  of  affording  it  to  themfelves  almolt  as 
loon  as  born  ; and  though  infant  children  are  not,  they  are 
paffive,  andean  be  exercifed.  Nature  and  infiinct  point  oiit 
the  expediency  of  it,  and  the  fond  mother  who  follows  only 
her  own  inclination,  naturally,  and  infenlibly  adopts  it.  On 
this  head  fee  the  Article  of  Motion  and  Reft,  in  Yob  III. 

§ Together  with  thefe  fources  might  be  noticed  another, 
not  mentioned  by  writers,  though  not,  indeed,  an  efficient 
caufe  of  infantile  complaints,  but  an  occalion  ariling  from 
that  conffitution  the  Creator  appears  to  have  eftabliffied,  as 
a law  of  nature  running  through  the  animal  race;  I mean, 
the  rank  which  the  feveral  fpecies  hold  in  that  fcale.  For, 
whatever  their  apparent  comparative  ftrength  may  be,  the 
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Hence  arife  acidities  in  the  firfl-paflages, 
a conflant  attendant  upon  all  their  early  com- 
plaints.f Among  the  firft  of  which,  has  been 
reckoned  the  retention  of  the  meconium,  and 
the  laft  (which  may  be  termed  a difeafe  at 
all  peculiar  to  infants),  is  the  cutting  of  the 
teeth,  in  which  likewife  the  flate  of  the  bowels 
is  very  much  concerned. 

Upon  each  of  the  above  heads,  it  may  be 
neceflary  to  make  further  obfervations  as  occa- 
fion  may  offer,  in  order  to  take  notice  of 
certain  accidental  caufes  arifing  from  mifma- 
nagemcnt,  or  errors  in  the  non-naturals , as 
they  have  been  called ; efpecially  in  regard 
to  the  quantity  of  nourifhment  adminiflered 
to  infants,  and  an  inattention  to  the  flate  of 
their  bowels. 

The  symptoms  of  thefe  firft  difeafes  of 
infants,  (by  which  we  alfo  judge  of  their 
nature),  are  chiefly  retention  and  excretion ; 

more  noble  and  ufeful  amongft  them,  whether  domefticated, 
or  wild,  (though,  indeed,  we  cannot  fay  precifely  what  the 
latter  would  be  in  a perfect  date  of  natare,)  feem  to  be 
liable  to  far  the  greater  number  of  evils. — It  is  poflible,  in- 
deed, fome  philofophers  may  be  difpofed  to  araw  very  un- 
charitable inferences  from  fuch  a pofition  ; but  there  are 
others  who  conceive  it  to  be  very  juftifiable,  and  analogous 
to  various  efiablifhed  facts  in  the  difpenfations  of  provi- 
dence towards  lapfed  creatures. 

f Sylvius  de  le  Boe.  Harris. 
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four  belchings ; ficknefs  ; vomitings ; pur- 
gings ; the  nature  of  the  matter  thrown  off ; 
watching ; inquietude ; contra&ion,  and  fharp- 
nefs  of  the  features;  bluenefs  about  the  mouth  ; 
turning  up  of  the  eyes  ; third: ; heat ; the 
manner  of  breathing  and  of  crying  ; retraction 
of  the  lower  extremities  ; and  pudules,  or 
eruptions,  external,  or  internal.  The  pulfe 
and  urine  are  lefs  certain  marks,  in  the  greater 
number  of  their  complaints,  than  they  are  in 
older  children,  and  adults.  To  thefe  may  be 
added,  the  opennefs,  or  firmnefs  of  the  fon- 
tanelles,  and  of  the  futures  ; the  drength  and 
figure  of  the  bones  ; and  the  relaxation  or 
contraction  of  the  dun  in  general,  and  of  the 
fcrotum  in  particular. 

Having  thus  briefly  adverted  to  the  general 
caufes  and  fymptoms,  I proceed  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  Diforders  themfelves,  begin- 
ing  with  one  hitherto  unnoticed  by  writers ; 
which  though  very  rare,  I believe,  feems  to 
be  the  fird  that  can  take  place  after  birth, 
and  is  a kind  of 


Syncope,  or  Fainting. 

IVIany  new-born  infants,  it  is  well  known, 
lie,  for  fome  time,  in  a very  feeble  and  uncer- 
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tain  ftate,  with  no  other  fign  of  animation 
than  a weak  pulfation  of  the  heart,  and  the 
arteries  of  the  umbilical  cord.  But  I have 
only  in  one  inftance  feen  any  thing  at  all 
rcfembling  the  true  fyncope,  after  the  liv- 
ing  powers  have  once  prevailed.  In  this 
cafe,  the  child  was  born  at  the  inftant  its 
mother  was  moving  from  her  chair  into  her 
bed,  and  in  confequcnce,  unfortunately,  fell 
with  violence  on  the  floor.  It,  however, 
very  foon  cried,  and  did  not  appear  to  be 
materially  injured  ; but  a day  or  two  after- 
wards fell  into  a ftrange,  languid  Bate,  very 
different  from  any  thing  I had  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  fee.  Stools  being  procured,  it  re- 
vived, and  frequently  took  plenty  of  nourifli- 
ment,  but  at  intervals,  funk  into  its  foimer 
languor,  breathed  very  faintly,  and  died  about 
the  flxth  day. 

But,  with  the  following  cafe,  which  comes 
prccifely  under  the  idea  of  fyncope , I have 
been  favoured  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Hey, 
fenior  Surgeon  to  the  Infirmary  at  Leeds. 

He  reports,  that  an  infant,  born  at  the  full 
time,  lay  moaning  and  languid  for  four  or  five 
hours,  and  was  then  feized  with  a fainting  fit,*  " 
in  which  it  continued  for  half  an  hour.  In 
this  flate  Mr.  Hey  found  it.  It  had  ceafed  to 
breathe,  except  now  and  then  giving  a gafp,  or 
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fob  ; and  was  as  pale  as  a corpfe.  There  was, 
however,  a fenfible  pulfation  of  the  heart, 
though  feeble  and  flow;  but  whether  the 
circulation  had  been  kept  up  all  the  time 
previous  to  his  vifit,  could  not  be  afcertained. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Hey  had  time  to  confider 
the  cafe,  he  directed  the  infant’s  noftrils  and 
temples  to  be  Simulated  with  the  volatile 
alcali,  and  when  it  became  capable  of  fwal- 
lowing,  a few  drops  of  the  tinctura  valerian, 
volat.  were  adminiftered  in  a tea-fpoonful  of 
water,  and  repeated  at  proper  intervals : it 
likewife  took  a tea-fpoonful  of  the  ol.  ricini. 

The  child  had  three  other  fimilar  attacks 
in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  though  it  had  flept 
compofedly  between  whiles,  and  fucked  at  the 
bread.  It  had  feven  more  fainting  fits  in  the 
night,  two  of  which  were  fevere  ones ; but 
Mr.  Hey  was  not  called  again  till  the  next 
morning.  He  then  obferves,  that  reflecting 
on  the  cafe,  and  comparing  it  with  that  of 
a man  whom  he  had  feen  thrown  into  con- 
vulflons  by  a large  bleeding,  after  having 
hanged  himfelf,  which  were  cured  by  the 
above  tincture,  given  in  wine  ; Mr.  Hey  pur- 
fued  the  like  plan  with  the  child,  and  admini- 
ftered the  drops  in  a tea-fpoonful  of  a generous 
white-wine,  every  two  hours.  The  infant  was 
very  fenflbly  refrefhed  by  the  firfl  dofe,  and  had 
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no  return  of  the  diforder,  except  in  the  flighted: 
degree  ; and  became  a very  healthy  child. 

The  Tindt.  valer.  volat.  adminiftered  in  this 
manner,  is  alfo  an  excellent  remedy  in  other 
inftances  of  debility  and  languor,  when  the 
primae  vise  have  been  previoufly  cleanfed. 

A kind  of  fyncope  not  diflimilar  to  this, 
but  taking  place  a few  days  after  birth,  has 
been  removed  by  a very  different  ftimulant, 
which  would  not  have  been  had  recourfe  to, 
if  various  other  meansjiad  not  failed.  Infants 
in  this  fyncope,  appear  to  be  dying  for  feveral 
days,  and  have  even  been  concluded  actually 
dead ; but  reviving  again,  relapfe  as  before. 
In  this  ftate,  the  fume  of  lighted  tobacco  has 
been  forced  into  the  mouth  with  the  happieft 
effect,  though  at  the  expence  of  a confiderable 
ftruggle  fucceeded  by  a ftrong  convulfion. 
Upon  the  fpafm  fubfiding  however,  the  infant 
foon  falls  afleep,  and  awakes  apparently  well, 
and  continues  fo  for  feveral  hours ; but  the 
fyncope  returning,  the  fumefhould  be  repeated. 

If  the  ftruggle  fhould  return,  it  will  prove 
(lighter  than  the  former,  and  neither  that,  nor 
the  convulfion  will  probably  be  renewed  after 
a fecond  recovery. 
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-A-n  affection  of  new-born,  infants  not  much 
more  common  than  the  former,  is  a difco- 
louration  of  the  face  and  extremities,  and 
fometimes  of  the  whole  body,  feemingly  inde- 
pendent of  the  circumftances  attendant  upon 
the  birth.  A mere  difcolouration  of  the  face 
after  laborious  deliveries,  is  known  to  be  very 
common,  and  gradually  difappears,  without 
affording  any  occafion  of  alarm.  But  in  the 
prefent  inftance,  the  parts  are  very  black, 
and  afterwards  turn  of  a leaden-blue  colour  ; 
fometimes  appearing  at  the  inflant  of  the  birth, 
and  at  others  have  not  been  particularly  noticed 
for  an  hour  or  two  afterwards.  In  one  in- 
ftance, I remarked  the  difcolouration  of  the  face 
to  be  partial,  appearing  in  fpots ; the  greater 
number  being  of  the  fize  of  fmall  peas,  but 
fome  larger.  In  fome  inflances,  the  difco- 
louration abates  a little,  and  in  others  not ; 
fometimes  it  goes  entirely  off,  and  returns 
again,  and  in  that  cafe  is  of  more  ferious 
confequence,  and  commonly  dangerous.  From 
an  examination  of  the  parts  after  death,  I 
have  learned,  that  this  recurring  blacknefs 
depends  upon  fome  internal  malformation  or 
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derangement,  (fimilar,  though  not  precifely 
the  fame  with  one  to  be  noticed  under  the 
head  of  congenite  diforders),  and  for  which 
nothing  that  I know  of  can  be  attempted, 
but  the  general  remedies  for  fits ; by  which 
it  is  ufually  followed  when  none  of  the  little 
fubfequent  means  prove  effectual.* 

From  the  refult  of  this  recurring  blacknefs, 
it  feems  always  to  be  owing  to  fome  fixed 
caufe,  excited  into  adlion  by  certain  circum- 
ftances,  particularly  any  fudden  agitation  of 
body  or  mind.  In  fuch  cafes,  the  difap- 
pearance  of  the  difcolouration  is  followed  by 
a return  of  the  tinge  of  as  deep  a colour  as 
at  firft.  But  in  the  innoxious  kind,  which  is 
the  more  immediate  fubjecft  of  this  chapter, 
though  the  blacknefs  in  fome  inftances,  after 
abating  a little,  again  returns,  it  never  ac- 
quires the  deep  colour  it  had  at  firft,  and  when 
it  has  once  compleatly  difappeared,  it  never 
returns. 

This  difcolouration,  therefore,  probably  de- 
pends merely  on  fome  fpafm  affedling  the 

* In  one  inflance,  the  fubjeft  of  which  died  about  the 
tenth  day  after  birth,  the  malformation  was  in  the  ftomach  ; 
the  pylorus  being  preternaturally  ftrait,  with  difficulty  per- 
mitting the  food,  (which  was  only  breatl-milk)  to  pafs  into 
the  lower  bowels. 
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external  veins,  and  interrupting  the  free  return 
of  the  blood  into  the  larger  veflels.  Where 
this  is  the  foie  caufe,  the  dicolouration,  how- 
l'oever  great,  is,  probably,  harmlefs,  and  would 
in  every  cafe  foon  abate,  and  in  time  entirely 
difappear;  but  is  removed  fooner  by  proper 
remedies.  The  only  neceffary  means  feem  to 
be,  to  procure  flools,  (which  fhould  be  imme- 
diately folicited  by  clyflers) ; to  excite  vomit- 
ing if  the  infant  appears  to  be  lick  at  the 
ftomach;  and  to  rub,  or  gently  chafe  the  body 
and  limbs  before  the  fire.  But  nothing  tends 
to  remove  the  blacknefs  fo  fuddenly  or  fenfibly, 
as  applying  a leech  or  two  upon,  or  near  the 
livid  parts ; and  fhould  therefore  always  be 
had  recourfe  to,  if  the  blacknefs  does  not  very 
evidently  abate  in  an  hour  or  two  after  birth, 
by  the  help  of  one  or  more  of  the  means  that 
have  been  recommended. 

A diforder  as  common  as  the  two  fore- 
going ones  are  rare,  and  probably  the  next 
in  order  of  time,  is 
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A HE  meconium  is  that  black,  vifeid,  or 
tenacious  matter,  which,  it  is  well  known, 
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every  infant  parts  with  by  ftool,  for  the  two 
or  three  firR  days  after  it  is  born,  or  retains 
it  to  its  manifeft  injury. 

The  ordinary  fource  of  infantile  complaints 
has  already  been  faid  to  originate  from  fome- 
thing  amifs  in  the  firft-paffages,  according 
to  the  moft  ancient  and  modern  writers.*  And 
I am  fatisfied,  that  a foundation  is  fometimes 
laid  for  them,  from  not  duly  attending  to  an 
early  expulfion  of  the  meconium:  which  will 
fometimes  firmly  adhere  to  the  coats  of  the 
bowels,  and  remain  for  many  days,  unaffected 
even  by  powerful  medicines,  as  I fhall  have 
occafion  to  remark  as  I go  on  ; fometimes 
occafioning  dangerous  complaints  from  the 
birth,  and  at  others,  giving  rife  to  more 
remote  evils.  I fhall  only  obferve  in  this 
place,  that  though  it  Ihould  not  be  all  retained, 
yet  a part  will  often  remain  much  longer  than 
has  been  ufually  imagined,  and  will  come  away, 
perhaps  unnoticed,  at  a late  period,  where 
no  retention  of  it  has  been  fufpeCted.  Of 
this  I can  have  no  doubt,  having  been  called 
to  vifit  infants  after  the  month  has  been  ex- 
pired, who  have  been  unwell  through  all 
that  period,  and  from  whom  meconium  has 
ftill  been  coming  away.  A tea-fpoonful  of  ol. 

* Hippoc.  Celsus,  ,/Egineta.  Harris.  Armstrong. 
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ricini,  given  once  or  more,  has  foon  carried 
off  a great  quantity  ; upon  which  all  their 
complaints  have  difappeared. 

The  meconium  is,  probably,  no  longer  of 
ufe  after  the  child  is  come  into  the  world, 
unlefs  it  be  to  keep  the  bowels  from  col- 
lapfing,  till  they  can  be  replenifhed  with  the 
aliment  the  child  is  foon  afterwards  to  re- 
ceive. Whereas,  if  it  be  not  foon  carried 
off,  it  will  not  only  change  the  quality  of  the 
milk,  or  other  food,  as  it  defcends  into  the 
bowels,  but  itfelf  alfo  becomes  highly  acrid, 
(the  greater  part  of  it  being  bile)  and  cannot 
fail  to  produce  indigeflion,  flatulency,  pain, 
purging  or  coftivenefs,  and  other  fimilar 
evils  : and  the  meconium  is  further  difpofed 
to  this  acrid  flate,  on  another  account,  viz* 
from  the  admixture  of  atmofpheric  air. 
Whilfl:  the  infant  remains  inclofed  in  the 
womb,  it  is  fecured  from  all  contact  of  air, 
and  therefore  the  alimentary  contents  remain 
harmlefs  and  bland,  though  increaflng  for 
many  months ; but  it  is  well  known  how 
foon  every  fecretion  or  extravafation  will  be- 
come acrid,  upon  the  admiflion  of  air  into 
any  cavity  where  it  may  be  lodged.  And  it 
is,  doubtlefs,  on  thefe  accounts,  that  pro- 
vot,  1.  C 
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vident  nature  has  imparted  an  opening  quality 
to  the  coloftrum  of  all  animals ; a certain  in- 
dication to  the  rational  fpecies,  to  affift  the 
expuHion  of  this  matter,  now  no  longer  re- 
quired. For  though  a child  fhould  even  be 
fuckled  by  its  own  mother,  (in  which  cafe, 
there  is,  doubtlefs,  lefs  occafion  for  other 
affiftance)  yet  we  know  that  nature  doth  not, 
in  every  inftance,  always  fully  accomplifh  her 
own  defigns : and  it  is  from  fome  firiking 
inftances  of  the  truth  of  thefe  obfervations, 
that  I have  faid  fo  much  on  this  fubjedt, 
which  I have  alfo  been  the  more  inclined  to, 
becaufe  fo  many  writers  have  palfed  it  over 
almoft  in  licence. 

I am  aware  that  all  thofe  wha  efteem  me- 
dical people  to  be  officious  difturbers  of  na- 
ture, have  objected  to  their  affiftance  in  this 
inftance,  and  conclude,  that  ffie  would  do- 
the  buftnefs  much  better  if  left  to  herfelf. 
And  there  are  even  fome  phyficians  of  this 
opinion,  amongft  whom  I find  Dr.  Buchan, 
whofe  abilities,  and  reputation  claim  particu- 
lar attention;  though  he,  perhaps,  may  not 
be  fo  much  engaged  amongft  very  young 
infants,  as  thofe  whofe  peculiar  province  it 
is  to  attend  them  from  the  birth.  But  there 
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can  be  no  general  rule  without  exceptions,* * * § 
and  as,  doubtlefs,  many  children  would  do 
very  well  without  any  fuch  afliftance,  fo  have 
I found  others  who  would  not, f though  fuckled 
by  the  parent  herfelf,  of  which  I lhall  pre- 
fently  give  a very  ftriking  inftance.  On  the 
other  hand,  I believe,  no  infant  can  be  effenti- 
ally  injured  by  conftantly  affifling  in  this  work, 
provided  the  means  firlt  made  ufe  of  be 
lenient,  as  they  ought  always  to  be. — It  is 
the  province  of  art  to  fuperintend  nature, 
and  not  only  to  guard  againft  her  excelTes, 
but  fo  to  watch  over  her,  as  to  enfure  the 
accomplilhment  of  her  intentions,  whenever 
we  perfedly  comprehend,  and  can  effed  them 
without  the  rifk  of  doing  harm.§  And  this 
intention  is  as  rational,  as  the  pradice  is 

* Vix  ulla  perpetua  praecepta  medicinalis  ars  recipit. 
Cels  us,  Praf.  Lib.  i.  //.  17. 

f Indeed,  it  is  now  well  known,  that  the  formidable  dif- 
eafe,  fo  fatal  to  new-born  children  in  the  Weft-Indies,  called 
the  locked-jaw,  or  jaw-fallen,  j-  is  almoft  always  owing  either 
to  unwholefome,  and  confined  air,  or  to  a want  of  purg- 

ing off  the  meconium. 

§ A tree  will  produce  fruit  in  its  wild  fiate  ; but  by 
human  culture  the  tree  is  often  preferved,  and  its  fruit  im- 
proved, far  beyond  the  courfe  of  nature. 

X See  Tetanus. 

C 2 


20 


The  Retention 


fuccefsful,  there  being  an  evident  acidity  in 
the  meconium,  as  I have  afcertained  by  re- 
peated experiments.  The  red-gum  and  thrufh 
are  alfo  much  more  rank  where  the  fymp- 
toms  of  acidity  are  mofl  prevalent,  and  on 
the  other  hand,  lefs  commonly  take  place  (as 
I have  for  many  years  obferved)  where  the 
meconium  has  been  early  purged  off. 

For  this  purpofe,  amongft  others,  a new" 
remedy  has  of  late  years  been  recommended, 
as  preferable  to  any  purging  medicines  what- 
ever.* Mankind  has  ever  delighted  in  ex- 
tremes— no  fooner  has  any  thing,  formerly 
judged  to  be  hurtful,  or  even  poifonous,  been 
found  in  certain  cafes,  to  be  very  ufeful,  than 
it  is  fuppofed  to  be  capable  of  doing  every 
thing,  and  fuperfedes  all  that  the  wifdom  of 
former  ages  has  proved  to  be  falutary. 
Hence,  fome  advantages  experienced  from 
the  ufe  of  vinum  antimonii,  in  a variety  of 
children’s  complaints,  as  far  as  they  arife 
from  one  common  caufe,  has  induced  fome 
people  to  extol  it  as  a univerfal  remedy. 
But  wherefore  give  an  emetic,  calculated  to 
empty  the  ftomach,  in  order  to  expel  the 

* Dr.  Armstrong,  On  the  difeafes  mojl  fated  to  infants , 
17(57. 
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meconium  from  the  lower  bowels  ? f It  is 
univerfally  allowed,  and  by  this  writer  alfo, 
that  emetics  are  not  to  be  adminirtered  when 
the  bowels  are  full,  which,  in  this  inftance, 
is  precifely  the  cafe.  It  is  true,  vinum  ariti- 
monii  does  not  always  vomit  children,  nor 
will  a little  matter  oftentimes  do  this ; it  is 
fometimes,  indeed,  found  to  aCt  as  a purga- 
tive : but  if  this  be  the  intention,  why  no.t 
adhere  to  the  old,  and  more  certain  method, 
and  direCt  at  once  fuch  things  whofe  proper 
operation  may  be  depended  upon  ? Not  the 
ftomach,  but  the  bowels,  are  the  natural  and 
fafe  outlet  for  mod:  infantile  complaints,  and 
a want  of  due  attention  to  this  circumftance 
has  been  productive  of  fome  evils,  which 
many  practitioners,  I think,  are  not  fuffici- 
ently  aware  of. 

+ On  examining  the  firft-paffages  of  ftill-born  infants, 
(newly- dead)  it  appears,  that  the  large  inteltines  contain  the 
true  meconium ; the  fmaller  bowels,  only  a thin  bilious 
fluid  mixed  with  a little  gaftric  juice.  The  ftomach  con- 
tains tlill  lefs,  as  no  bile  can  enter  it  but  by  regurgitation 
from  the  duodenum,  and  the  gatiric  juice  is  in  fmall  quan- 
tity, not  enough  to  feei  brought  up  by  an  emetic  without 
violent  ftraining;  whicji  I fhould  imagine  it  can  anfwer  no 
good-end  to  excite  by  a vomit,  the  fir#  hour  a child  comes 
into  tli£  world. 
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It  is  very  evident,  that  fome  gentle  pur- 
gative is  indicated  on  this  occafion,  and  that 
it  fhould  be  of  fuch  a kind  as  will  create  as 
little  difturbance  as  poffible,  and  efpecially 
ihould  not  be  of  an  offenfive,  or  indigeftible 
nature;  though  fuch  have  been  very  com- 
monly advifed.  In  general,  indeed,  a very 
little  matter  will  fuffice ; perhaps  a little  fyrup 
of  rofes,  diluted  with  fome  thin  gruel,  and 
given  occalionally  by  tea-fpoonsfull,  will 
moftly  anfwer  the  end ; will  alfo  ferve  to 
keep  the  child  quiet,  and  fo  prevent  the 
nurfe  from  giving  it  improper  food.  But  if 
this  fhould  fail  to  procure  ftools,  a watery 
infufionof  rhubarb,  a tea-fpoonful  of  the  wine, 
diluted  as  above,  or  a dram  of  caftor  oil,  will 
be  found  preferable  to  the  common  oils  and 
fyrup  in  general  ufe.* 

The  objection  now  made  to  oily  medicines 
is  very  much  increafed,  from  nurfes  fcarcely 
ever  giving  the  quantity  that  is  directed,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  firft  twenty-four  hours,  as 
it  is  always  defigned ; and  adminiftering  the 
reft  long  after  the  child  has  begun  to  fuck, 
or  to  feed.  At  this  period,  mixing  with  the 
nourifhment,  it  has  a dired  tendency  to  pro-. 


* See  Harris. 
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duce  indigeftion,  wind,  and  the  very  com- 
plaints, which  the  oils,  adminiftered  in  pro- 
per time,  were  defigned  to  prevent.  Not  to 
add,  that,  from  common  oil  and  fyrup  be- 
ing the  ufual  purgative  on  this  occafion, 
nurfes  are  led  to  procure  a repetition  of  it, 
and  to  adminifter  it  whenever  an  infant  hap- 
pens to  be  coftive  during  the  month ; and 
from  whence,  the  above  evils  may  be  frequently 
induced. 

But  it  has  been  obferved,  the  meconiutn 
is  not  always  difpofed  to  come  away,  even  by 
the  afliftance  of  common  purgative  medi- 
cines. Having,  therefore,  begun  with  fuch 
as  the  above,  if  the  child  ftiould  have  no  ftool 
for  twelve  or  fourteen  hours  after  birth,  and 
efpecially  if  it  feem  to  be  in  pain,  a clyfter 
ought  to  be  thrown  up  ; which  may  be  re- 
peated, if  neceftary,  a few  hours  afterwards. 
And  here  I w*ould  remark,  that  in  the  cafes 
where  more  powerful  remedies  are  required, 
fcarcely  any  evacuation  will  be  procured  by 
thefe  gentler  means ; for,  as  far  as  I have  feen, 
wherever  I could  procure  one  copious  ftool 
by  a clyfter,  or  gentle  laxative,  the  reft  of 
the  meconium  has  come  away  with  little,  or 
no  further  aftiftance.  But  as  it  fometimes 
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happens,  that  neither  clyfters  nor  purgatives 
have  any  fufficient  effedt  for  feveral  days,  very 
powerful  means  muft  then  be  made  ufe  of; 
there  being  reafon  to  fufpedt  a morbid  fuf- 
penfion  of  nervous  influence.  I fhall  clofe 
this  fubjedt  therefore,  with  a remarkable  in- 
stance of  this  kind,  (of  which,  I have  feen 
jnany,)  as  a proof  of  what  powerful  remedies 
may  fometimes  be  required,  and  how  necef- 
fary  it  is  to  pay  fome  attention  to  this  early 
Complaint  of  infants. 

The  child  was  born  of  very  healthy  parents, 
(not;  at  all  of  conflipated  habits)  after  a 
quick,  and  comparatively  eafy  labour  ; and 
appeared  to  be  itfelf  in  good  health. — To 
avoid  prolixity,  I fhall  only  briefly  obferve, 
that  the  child  took  a little  rhubarb  an  hour 
or  two  after  it  was  born,  but  having  had  no 
•ftool  when  I faw  it  the  next  day,  I ordered  a 
clyfter  to  be  thrown  up.  In  the  evening, 
the  child  became  drowfy  and  infenfible,  and 
when  rouzed,  it  moaned,  but  feemed  unable 
to  cry.  It  continued  pretty  much  in  this 
Rate,  (except  that  at  times  it  appeared  to  be 
in  great  pain,  and  wras  evidently  convulfed ) 
for  fix  days;  and  w7as  nourifhed  chiefly  by 
breaft-milk,  given  by  tea-fpoonsfull,  feldom 
reviving  Sufficiently  to  fuck. 
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It  had  no  ftools,  but  fuch.as  made  only  a few 
fpotson  the  cloths  about  the  fize  of  a (hilling* 
till  the  fixth  day,  and  then  they  were  very 
fmall,  hard,  and  lumpy.  The  next  day  it  had 
more  of  this  kind,  and  had  not  till  the  eighth 
day,  any  thing  like  a proper  ftool,  which  was 
alfo  mixed  with  hard  lumps  ; but  on  the 
eleventh  day,  they  were  thinner,  and  on  the 
thirteenth  came  very  freely. — In  the  courfe  of 
fix  and  thirty  hours,  I preferibed  two  ounces 
of  the  common  infufion  of  fenna,  two  drams 
of  rochelle  falts,  four  grains  of  jalap,  and  a 
grain  of  calomel ; befides  purging  clyfters, 
and  the  ufe  of  the  warm  bath.  The  next  day, 
the  child  took  four  grains  of  ipecacuanha  at 
two  dofes,  and  forty  drops  of  vinum  antimonii, 
at  four  times  (in  the  courfe  of  an  hour)  with- 
out any  effect;  and  at  another  period,  fix  drams 
of  caftor-oil,  befides  feveral  dofes  of  manna.* 
Three  days  after  the  child  had  gotten  rid  of 
the  meconium,  the  thruftimade  its  appearance  ; 
which  was  flight,  but  continued  above  three 
weeks. 

* See  a fimllar  inftance  in  the  chapter  on  the  Croup. — 
The  obvious  caufe  of  the  inactivity  both  of  emetics  and  pur- 
gatives, which  we  fometimes  meet  with  in  infants,  is,  pro- 
bably, the  great  quantity  of  mucus  with  which  the  firft- 
paffagesare  lined,  together  with  a deficiency  of  nervous  'in- 
fluence, a frequent  concomitant  of  i'uch  a hate. 
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From  fuch  infiances,  as  well  as  the  remark 
already  offered  on  the  tetanus  of  the  IVeJl- 
Indies , the  expediency  of  having  recourfe  to 
fome  fafe  and  effe&ual  means  of  purging  off 
the  meconium  feems  to  be  evidently  pointed 
out;  more  efpecially  when  we  confider  the 
dangerous  complaints,  which  are  faid  to  arife 
in  fome  of  the  hofpitals  in  Paris , from  an  undue 
retention  of  this  vifeid  matter,  as  will  be  fur- 
ther noticed  in  another  place. 

Icteritia,  or  Infantile  Jaundice. 

Tb.  Jaundice  of  infants  feems  always  to 
have  been  improperly  conceived  of.  Thofe 
who  have  written  only  on  children’s  difeafes, 
have  ufually  paffed  it  over  in  filence,  whilft 
others  have  confidered  it  always  as  rather  a 
ferious  complaint,  and  have  preferibed  as  for 
the  jaundice  of  adults.  On  the  other  hand, 
nurfes  have  ufually  accounted  the  yellownefs 
that  appears  about  the  third  day  after  birth,  if 
unufually  deep,  (termed  by  fome  the  yellow- 
gum)  as  the  true  jaundice.  Certainly  neither 
of  thefe  opinions  is  juft ; for  the  latter  of  thefe 
appearances  requires  no  attention  at  all,  and 
though  infants  are  not  very  often  troubled  with 
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the  true  jaundice  like  adults,  they  nevcrthe- 
lefs  are  liable  to  (lighter  affe<flions  of  that  kind 
which  claim  fome  attention.  Thefe  are  eafily 
diftinguifhed  from  the  common  yellownefs,  by 
the  tunica  albuginea  being  always  very  yel- 
low ; but  the  nails  are  not  tinged,  as  in  the 
jaundice  of  adults,*  though  it  is  probable  they 
ufually  would  be,  if  the  complaint  w^ere  long 
neglected,  and  the  child  fuffered  to  becoftive. 
I have  waited  fome  days  to  fee  if  the  yellow- 
nefs  would  go  off  of  itfelf,  as  the  ufual  tinge 
does ; but  it  has  always  increafed  rather  than 
diminifhed.  It  arifes  from  vifcid  matter  ob- 
flrudling  the  gall-dufts,  and  therefore  requires 
a little  emetic.  The  tartarifed  wine  of  anti- 
mony is  a very  proper  one  on  this  occafion, 
as  it  may  likewife  procure  two  or  three  flools ; 
but  as  children  in  this  complaint  are  not  eafily 
made  to  vomit,  lhould  the  wine  fail,  three  or 
four  grains  of  the  powder  of  ipecacuanha  may 
be  given,  as  more  certain  in  its  operation;  and 
the  next  day  four  or  five  grains  of  rhubarb. 
Should  the  fymptoms  continue,  the  emetic 
ought  to  be  repeated  after  two  or  three  days, 
and  rhubarb  be  given  about  every  other  day, 
fill  the  yellownefs  difappears ; which,  under 


* See  the  note  in  the  next  page. 
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this  treatment,  never  continues  more  than  ten 
or  twelve  days,  unlefs  the  infant  be  very  cof- 
tive,  or  the  ftools  are  of  a very  pale  colour; 
which  is  but  rarely  the  cafe.  Where  an  emetic 
has  been  objedted  to,  and  the  whole  attention 
confined  to  keeping  the  belly  open,  the  yellow- 
nefs  has  continued  when  I have  taken  my  leave 
at  the  end  of  the  month,  attended  with  lan- 
gour,  and  other  fymptoms  of  debility.  When 
the  belly  is  u.nufually  coftive,  and  the  ftools 
very  pale,  infants  are  generally  found  to  have 
a true  jaundice,  and  require  fome  faponaceous 
medicines,  fuch  as  the  aqua  kali,  together 
with  daily  fridtions  of  the  flomach  and  belly, 
and  the  ufe  of  the  Warm-bath. 

Women  long  afflidted  with  jaundice,  during 
any  part  of  their  pregnancy,  and  even  adlually 
brought  to  bed  in  that  ftate,  do  not  infect  their 
children,*  unlefs  they  alfo  fuckle  them ; but 

* I have  myfelf  never  met  with  fuch  an  inflance;  but 
Mr.  Baumes,  who  has  been  very  attentive  to  the  difeafe,  is 
fatisfied,  that  lie  once  falv  an  infant  fo  infected  from  the 
womb  : but  in  this  cafe,  the  child  died  very  foon  in  a very 
difeafed  date,  the  internal  part  of  the  liver  being  in  a ftate  of 
fuppuration.  Other  Inltances  are  given,  but  they  are  not 
unexceptionable.  Vide,  A.  N.  Curious.  Dec.  1.  A.  vj.  ObJ.  241. 
Dec.  iij.  A.  ij.  ObJ.  40.  Fr.  Delaboe  Silvias,  Prax.  Med.  Lib.  j. 
Caji.  46,  N°.  xi.g.  302.  Theod.  Kerkring , SJiicil.  Obf.  57,  Jr, 
118.  I have,  imieed,  lately  feen  an  infant  (the  mother  of 
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from  fomc  flriking  inftances,  I have  found, 
that  fuckling  in  that  ftate  is  capable  of  com- 
municating the  true  jaundice  to  a great  degree, 
and  that  it  will  not  be  cured,  but  by  the  re- 
covery of  the  fuckling  mother  or  nurfe,  or  by 
the  infant  being  weaned,  as  well  as  properly 
treated. 

The  true  jaundice,  diftinguifhed  by  the  fkin 
being  every  where  difcoloured,  as  well  as  the 
whites  of  the  eyes,  feems  to  be  much  more 
common  among  new-born  infants  in  France , 
than  in  this  country,  as  appears  from  a me- 
moir written  by  Mr.  Baumes,  and  to  which  a 
prize-medal  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  in  Paris 
has  been  adjudged. 

In  that  work  the  various  caufes  and  nature 
of  the  difeafe  are  diftingnifhed  ; and  a corref- 
pondent  treatment  pointed  out  with  great  ac- 
curacy and  judgment.  Throughout  the  tradt 
there  feems  alfo  to  be  much  ingenious  and  plau- 
ftble  theory  ; though  I cannot  agree  with  that 

which,  however,  was  not'idteric)  whofe  finger  nails  were,  at 
the  birth,  of  as  deep  a yellow  as  in  any  idteric  adults,  and  very 
fenlibly  from  a tinge  underneath  them  ; but  thofe  of  the  toes 
were  not  at  all  difcoloured,  nor  had  the  infant  any  other 
fymptom  of  jaundice.  It,  indeed,  brought  up,  by  puking,  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  yellow  matter,  apparently  bile,  very 
foon  after  it  was  born  ; but  the  tinge  of  the  nails  difappeared 
the  next  day,  - and  the  infant  throve  very  well. 
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able  phyfician,  in  fuppofing  the  jaundice  to  be 
occafioned  by  the  retention  of  the  meconium, 
otherwife  than  from  this  vifcid  matter  fome- 
times  obftrudting  the  orihceof  the  biliary  dudts. 
For  in  the  feveral  inftances  I have  met  with  of 
the  moft  obftinate  retention  of  that  fecretion, 
there  has  not  been  the  leaft  difpofition  to  jaun- 
dice; nor  can  I conceive,  that  any  part  of  the 
meconium  is  ufually  abforbed  in  idleric  cafes, 
as  Mr.  Baumes  has  imagined:  neither  does 
fuch  an  incident  appear  to  be  neceflary  in  or- 
der to  account  for  the  frequency  of  the  dif- 
eafe  in  that  kingdom,  or  elfewhere. 

As  to  the  treatment,  under  the  different  cir- 
cumftances  there  defcribed,  I meet  with  no- 
thing that  militates  againft  the  more  general 
account  I have  given  of  this  difeafe,  or  the 
treatment  adapted  to  it,  under  the  form  where- 
in it  appears  in  this  country. 

There  are  not  wanting  evidences  of  this  dif- 
eafe, both  in  the  more  flight  and  fevere  forms 
of  it,  being  in  fome  families  hereditary;  of 
the  former,  Morgagni  has  furnifhed  a re- 
markable example  in  his  own  family ; and  of 
the  latter,  Mr.  Pearson  has  favoured  me  with 
a very  curious  one,  which  the  reader  cannot 
fail  to  be  pleafed  with,  as  no  fuch  inftance,  I 
believe,  is  to  be  found  upon  record.  I fhall 
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fubmit  the  account  in  his  own  words,  and  with- 
out any  comment ; as  further  experience  is  ne- 
celfary  to  enable  us  to  draw  any  pra&ical  in- 
ferences. 

Morgagni’s  words  are,  de  quindecim  fill  is 
meis,  cum  mox  a partu  flavi  omnes,  et  non- 
nulli  etiam  haud  ita  leviter,  eifent  facdi,  cuncdis 
per  fe,  nullo  prorfus  artis  auxilio,  paulatim 
idlerus  folutus  eft.  Lib.  iii.  Epift.  .48.  art.  60. 

Mr.  Pearson’s  account  runs  thus  : 

Mrs.  J.  had  been  the  mother  of  eleven  chil- 
dren ; on  nine  of  which  the  jaundice  appeared 
a few  days  after  they  were  born,  and  they  all 
died  within  the  period  of  a month  after  their 
birth.  The  tenth  child  lived  fix  years,  was 
then  afflicded  with  the  jaundice,  and  died.  In 
May  1796,  Mrs.  J.  was  delivered  of  her  eleventh 
child  ; on  the  third  day  after  its  birth,  the  fkin 
became  yellow,  and  the  child  was  at  the  fame 
time  remarkably  torpid  and  fleepy,  and  feemed 
to  be  jQightly  convulfed.  On  the  following' 
days  the  colour  of  the  fkin  often  varied,  be- 
ing fometimes  of  a deeper  yellow,  and  at  other 
times  nearly  regaining  its  natural  colour  j the 
child  continued,  however,  in  the  fame  languid 
and  almolt  infenfible  date,  but  received  non- 
rifhment,  and  fucked  the  bread:  of  its  mother, 
till  within  a few  hours  of  its  death,  which 


ICTERITIA. 


32 

rook  place  on  the  ninth  day.  I opened  the 
body  of  this  child  the  day  after  it  died,  and 
fhall  now  proceed  to  deferibe  the  appearances 
exhibited  on  di  flection. 

. The  fkin  had  nearly  loft  its  yellow  colour  ; 
and  the  child  did  not  appear  at  all  reduced  by 
the  difeafe. 

The  liver  was  almoft  twice  its  natural  fize; 
the  whole  concave  furface  of  the  right  lobe 
had  a livid  appearance,  but  this  dark  colour 
did  not  penetrate  above  a line  or  two ; and  the 
internal  fubftance  was  found  and  healthy.  The 
convex  part  of  the  liver,  was  of  the  natural 
colour  and  firmnefs,  except  on  the  margin  of 
both  the  lobes  ; there  the  thin  edge  exhibited 
a highly  injected  appearance  ; the  rednefs  was 
however  lefs  vivid  and  remarkable  on  the  left 
lobe,  than  on  the  right.  There  was  alfo  a flight 
adhefion  of  the  lower  part  of  the  right  lobe  to 
the  peritonaeum.  The  gall  bladder  was  nearly 
filled  with  bile  of  a deep  yellow  colour ; and 
its  duels  were  permeable.  The  ftomach  was 
in  a natural  ftate,  and  the  inteftines  were  with- 
out any  marks  of  difeafe.  In  the  thorax,  the 
lungs  were  of  a healthy  appearance.  The  heart 
feemed  to  be  larger  than  common,  and  the 
blood  veffels  on  its  furface  were  remarkably 
turgid.  The  right  auricle  wjas  diftended  wdth 
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blood  ; and  the  pericardium  contained  about  a 
table  fpoonful  of  water.  Every  perfon  who 
is  converfant  in  thedifeafes  of  children,  knows 
that  new-born  infants  are  frequently  afie<fted 
with  the  jaundice ; and  it  is  as  w7ell  known, 
that  this  appearance  is  often  of  little  impor- 
tance ; fcarce  requiring  any  particular  medical 
aid,  and  fometimes  difappearingfpontaneoufly. 
Morgagni  has  furnifhed  a remarkable  exam- 
ple of  this  in  his  own  family. — De  quindecim 
filiis  meis,  cum  mox  a partu  flavi  omnes,  et 
nonnulli  etiam  haud  ita  leviter,  eftent  fa(fti, 
cuncftis  per  fe,  nullo  prorfus  artis  auxilio, 
paulatim  iefterus  folutus  eft.  Lib . iij.  Epift, 
48.  Art.  60. 

Erysipelas  Infantile. 

In  a former  edition  it  wTas  obferved,  that  this 
complaint,  (noticed  under  the  term,  anoma- 
lous inflammation)  did  not  appear  to  have  been 
diftindlly  noticed  by  any  preceding  writer. 
But  I have  ftnee  found  that  Hoffman,  though 
he  makes  no  mention  of  any  fuch  complaint 
in  his  Morbi  Infantum , has  the  following  inti- 
mation in  his  chapter  de  Febre  Eryfipelaceaf 
* Sec.  i.  Cap.  13. 
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and  it  fhould  therefore  feem,  was  acquainted 
with  that  fpecies  of  the  difeafe  which  ap- 
pears in  the  more  precife  form  of  eryfipelas ; 
but  which  he  had  noticed  only  in  the  region  of 
the  belly. — “ Umbilicalem  regionem  in  in- 
<f  fantibus  frequentius  infeftat,  ac  inde  per 
<c  abdomen  fpargitur,  cum  gravibus  pathe- 
matibus,  funefto  ut  plurimum  eventu.”  The 
French  have  likewife  fpoken  lately  of  a fome- 
what  fimilar  affedtion,  combined  with  different 
endemic  complaints  infecting  crouded  hofpi- 
tals : and  it  is  certainly  fometimes  found  to 
follow  diforders  of  the  firft-paflfages.  The 
difeafe,  however,  not  appearing  to  have  been 
any  where  noticed  in  its  fimple  and  genuine 
form,  it  has  feemed  neceffary  to  give  a name 
to  the  difeafe  ; which  therefore,  in  my  laft 
edition,  was  termed  Ery/ipelas  Infantile. 

It  is  a very  dangerous  fpecies  of  the  fpurious, 
or  eryfipelatous  inflammation,  which  I have 
not  often  met  with,  but  in  lying-in  hofpitals. 
The  ordinary  time  of  its  attack  being  a few  days 
after  birth,  it  was  at  the  firft  thought  never  to 
appear  later  than  the  month  ; but  this  has 
been  fince  found  not  to  be  the  cafe.  It  feizes 
the  moft  robuft,  as  well  as  delicate  children, 
and  in  an  inffantaneous  manner  j the  progrefs 
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is  rapid  ; the  fkin  turns  of  a purplifh  hue  ; 
and  foon  becomes  exceedingly  hard. 

The  milder  fpecies  of  it  often  appears  on  the 
fingers  and  hands,  or  the  feet  and  ankles,  and 
fometimes  upon,  or  near  the  joints;  forming- 
matter  in  a very  fhort  time.  The  more  vio- 
lent kind  is  generally  feated  about  the  pubis, 
and  extends  upwards  on  the  belly,  and  down 
the  thighs  and  legs ; though  fometimes  it  be- 
gins in  the  neck,  and  is  equally  fatal.  The 
fadl,  indeed,  feems  to  be,  that  it  is  always 
more  dangerous  when  it  feizes,  or  fpreads  to 
any  parts  of  the  body,  than  when  confined  to 
the  extremities.  The  fvvelling  is  but  mode- 
rate, but  after  becoming  hard,  the  parts  turn 
purple,  livid,  and  very  often  fphacelate,  efpe- 
cially  in  boys,  when  it  falls  on  the  fcrotum  ; 
the  penis  fwells,  and  the  prepuce  then  puts  on 
that  kind  of  emphyfematous  appearance,  which 
it  has  when  a ftone  is  flicking  in  the  paffagej 
or  in  the  anafarca  of  the  fcrotum. 

Upon  examining  feveral  bodies  after  death, 
the  contents  of  the  belly  have  frequently  been 
found  glued  together,  and  their  furface  covered 
with  inflammatory  exudation,  exadly  fimilar 
to  that  found  in  women  who  have  died  of 
puerperal  fever.  In  males,  the  tunicas  vagi- 
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nales  have  been  fometimes  filled  with  matter, 
which  has  evidently  made  its  way  from  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  accounts  for  the 
appearances  of  the  organs  of  generation  juft 
now  deferibed  : in  females,  the  labia  pudendi 
are  affected  in  like  manner,  the  pus  having 
forced  a paffage  through  the  abdominal  rings. 

Various  means  were  made  ufe  of  at  the 
Br  itijh  Lying-in  Hojpital  without  fuccefs;  though 
the  progrefs  of  the  inflammation  feemed  to  be 
checked  for  a while  by  faturnine  fomentations 
and  poultices,  applied  on  the  very  firft  appear- 
ance of  the  inflammation;  but  it  foon fpread, 
and  a gangrene  prefently  came  on,  or  where 
matter  had  been  formed,  the  tender  infant 
funk  under  the  difeharge.  It  is  now  feveral 
years  lince  I propofed  making  trial  of  the 
bark,  to  which  fometimes  a little  confedfio 
aromaticahas  been  added  : from  which  period 
feveral  have  recovered.  Some  time  after  this, 
linen  comprefles  wrung  out  of  camphorated 
fpirit,  were  applied  in  the  place  of  the  aqua 
lithargyri  acetati,  which  has  proved  more  fuc- 
cefsful  in  checking  the  inflammation  in  feve- 
ral inftances  ; neverthelefs,  the  greater  num- 
ber of  infants  attacked  with  this  diforder,  link 
under  its  violence,  and  many  of  them  in  a 
very  few  days. 
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In  a few  inftances,  the  difeafe  has  been  at- 
tended with  fome  varieties.  Infants  have  not 
only  come  into  the  world  with  feveral  hard, 
and  fub-livid  inflammatory  patches,  and  ichor- 
ous vefications  about  the  belly  and  thighs,  but 
with  other  fpots  already  actually  in  a Hate  of 
mortification.  A large  efchar  has  foon  fpread 
upon  the  fpine  of  the  tibia,  with  fmaller 
ones  about  other  parts  of  the  legs,  and  on 
feveral  of  the  toes  and  fingers.  In  fuch  cafes 
particularly,  the  bark  and  cordials  muft  be  exhi- 
bited liberally,  and  the  inflamed  and  mortified 
parts  be  well  fomented,  and  drefled  with  warm 
applications. 

From  the  good  effe&s  attending  thefe  means, 
particularly  on  a very  copious  ufe  of  the  bark, 
there  is  further  room  to  hope,  that  we  may  be 
yet  more  fuccefsful  in  the  treatment  of  this  for- 
midable difeafe ; which  has  not,  however,  ap- 
peared fo  frequently  at  the  hofpital  for  the  Iaft 
feven  or  eight  years,  as  in  former  times. 

Coryza  Maligna,  or  Morbid-Snuffles. 

i 

I have  given  this  appellation  to  an  uncommon 
difcarge  from  the  noflrils,  taking  place  in  the 
month,  ufually  in  the  firft  or  fecond  week  after 
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birth  ; and  in  one  or  two  inftances  the  infant  has 
feemed  to  be  born  with  it.  This  difeafe  has 
pafted  under  the  name  of  the  fnuffles,  on  ac- 
count of  the  kind  of  noife  fuch  infants  make  in 
refpiration  ; but  it  is  not  only  a far  more  fevere, 
but  a very  different  complaint  frtfm  the  one  com- 
monly intended  by  that  name.  The  difcharge 
is  much  more  abundant  than  that  arifing  from 
taking  cold,  and  is  truly  purulent  from  the  be- 
ginning, and  afterwards  fanious : though  in  a 
few  inftances,  children  affecfted  with  every 
other  fymptom  of  this  diforder,  have  no  dif- 
eharge  from  the  nofe.  -But  under  every  form 
of  the  difeafe,  infants  always  appear  weakly, 
and  as  if  unwell,  though  without  any  precife 
complaint,  and  are  conftantly  incommoded 
from  the  ftoppage  of  the  head,  efpecially  in 
their  deep  ; during  which  they  breathe  with 
difficulty.  It  generally  continues  for  feveral 
weeks,  and  upon  its  going  off,  children  who 
have  had  the  diforder  only  flightly,  have  be- 
come otherwife  unwell,  and  fuch  as  have  been 
brought  up  by  hand,  have  been  dangeroufly 
ill  in  their  bowels. 

The  plan  of  treatment  which  I adopted  in 
the  firft  inftances  I met  with,  was  to  keep 
the  body  cool  and  open  j or  if  the  infant  hap- 
pened to  be  over-purged,  or  was  languid,  to 
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adminifter  abforbents  and  cordials.  I recom- 
mended the  nurfe’s  diet  to  be  attended  to, 
when  a child  is  fuckled,  and  to  keep  a little 
blifter  open  on  its  head,  or  on  the  nape  of  the 
neck  ; but  this  has  fince  appeared,  in  foine  in- 
ftances  to  be  hazardous,  although  no  evil  ever 
enfued  where  I had  directed  it. 

I had  attained  no  further  knowledge  of  this 
complaint,  when  Dr.  Denman  obliged  the 
public  wdth  a more  ample  and  formidable  de- 
tail of  it ; which  had  fallen  more  frequently  in 
his  way,  than  it  had  done  in  any  other  prac- 
titioner’s. 

His  account  of  it  is  fo  accurate,  that  I fhall 
in  this  edition  likewife  borrow  the  defeription 
of  its  principal  fymptoms  from  him,  adding 
to  it,  fuch  as  later  experience  has  furnifhed. 
He  remarked,  that  this  difeafe  Teemed  to  be 
new  in  its  manner,  though  not  in  its  kind,  at 
the  time  of  its  firft  making  its  appearance, 
which  was  frequent  in  the  fummer  of  the  year 
1790 ; in  the  June  of  which  year  it  was  that  I 
alfo  fir  ft  faw  it. 

After  mentioning  the  little  varieties  no- 
ticed in  the  difeharge,  and  the  moft  formid- 
able fymptom  of  the  difeafe,  the  difficulty  of 
breathing  through  the  nofe  ; he  obferves,  that 
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the  latter  was  not  conftant,  and  that  when  free 
from  it,  children  appeared  to  be  in  no  danger ; 
that  the  difficulty  of  breathing  was  at  other 
times  fo  great  as  to  require  an  attendant  to 
watch  a child  deeping  and  waking,  in  order  to 
open  its  mouth  as  often  as  it  might  be  requifite. 

Dr.  Denman  further  notices  a lingular  pur- 
ple ftreak  at  the  verge  of  the  eye-lids ; which 
he  afterwards  confidered  in  a manner  patho- 
gnomonic of  the  difeafe  ; and  indeed,  I have 
rarely  met  with  the  difeafe  without  it.  He 
deferibes  alfo  a general  fulnefs  about  the  throat 
and  neck  externally,  taking  place  foon  after 
the  commencement  of  the  complaint ; which 
he  feems  to  date  from  the  appearance  of  the 
purulent  difeharge  from  the  nofe  : though  it 
has  been  remarked,  that  this  fymptom  although 
one  of  the  mod  formidable,  may  be  entirely 
wanting. 

That,  w;hen  thefe  fymptoms  had  continued 
for  fome  days,  according  to  the  ftrength  of  the 
patient  and  degree  of  the  difeafe,  children  be- 
came pale  and  languid ; and  that  upon  looking 
into  the  throat,  the  tonfils  were  found  tumifi- 
ed,  and  of  a dark  red  colour,  with  afh-co- 
loured  fpecks  upon  them,  and  in  fome  there 
were  extenlive  ulcerations.  The  parts  on  which 
blifters  had  been  applied  in  the  beginning  of 
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the  difeafe,  and  which  had  been  apparently  heal- 
ed, often  fphacelated  towards  the  conclufion. 

The  infants  (he  reports)  gradually  declin- 
ed in  their  ftrength,  and  had  a particular 
catch  in  refpiration,  as  if  the  velum  pendu- 
lum palatiwere  elongated.  They  were  unable 
to  fuck,  though  not  univerfally ; fwallowed 
with  difficulty  whatever  was  given  in  a fpoon; 
and  died  in  convulfions,  or  with  all  the  marks 
of  great  debility,  though  not  on  any  particular 
day  of  the  difeafe. 

Dr.  Denman  obferves,  that  in  the  courfe  of 
eight  months  he  had  attended  eight  children 
in  this  diforder,  fix  of  whom  died  ; that  the 
body  of  one  of  them  was  afterwards  opened 
by  the  late  Mr.  Hunter  and  Mr.  Home,  but 
that  nothing  was  difcovered,  except  that  the 
membrane  lining  the  nofe  was  of  a dark  red 
colour,  and  its  blood  veffels  more  turgid  than 
ordinary. 

The  true  nature  of  the  difeafe  and  confe— 
quently  its  appropriate  treatment  were  for  a 
confidefable  time  but  imperfectly  underftood; 
and  hence  arofe  its  frequent  fatality.  It  would 
be  fuperduous,  therefore,  to  take  up  the  rea^ 
der’s  time  with  an  account  of  the  means  for- 
merly made  ufe  of ; neither  can  it  be  necef- 
fary  to  add  much  to  the  more  perfect,  though 
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hafty  account,  I added,  to  the  laft  impreffion, 
by  way  of  appendix.  It  need  only  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  Dr.  Denman,  by  a fortunate  oc- 
currence, having  difcovered  the  true  nature  of 
this  difeafe,  has  in  confequence,  happily  adapt- 
ed a remedy  that  has  proved  an  almoft  certain 
cure  for  it,  if  attended  to  in  time. 

The  true  fource  then  appears  to  be  a deflux- 
lon  and  inflammation  over  all  that  extent  of 
Schneider's  membrane  lining  the  antrum  High - 
morianum , pofteriour  noflrils,  and  contiguous 
parts.  Hence,  the  copious  fecretion  of  puru- 
lent matter  irritates  the  trachea,  and  pro- 
duces that  fpafm,  and  croaking  noife,  with  re- 
curring fenfe  of  fuflocation,  fo  uniformly  ob- 
ferved  in  this  difeafe.  By  defcending  into  the 
Itomach  and  bowels,  it  diforders  thefe  parts; 
and  if  not  very  foon  properly  treated,  induces 
fuch  general  difeafe  as  prefently  debilitates, 
and  at  an  uncertain,  but  generally  an  early 
period,  carries  off  the  little  patient,  in  the 
manner  that  has  been  already  deferibed.  The 
ffools,  it  may  be  noticed,  are  oftentimes  thick 
and  pafly,  and  when  otherwife  after  repeated 
purges,  they  are  of  a peculiar  green  colour,  or 
fometimes  blue,  different  from  what  I have 
noticed  on  almofl.  any  other  occafion. 

From  this  account  of  the  diforder,  anatten- 
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tion  to  the  ftate  of  the  bowels,  as  I intimated 
in  the  firft  inflance  I had  feen  o f it,  is  the 
manifeft  indication  ; but  with  this  further  light 
thrown  upon  it  by  Dr.  Denman,  that  keeping 
them  very  open,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  lodgment 
of  the  matter  falling  into  them,  is  the  grand 
mean  of  cure  : there  being  much  lefs  to  be 
effected  by  abforbents  and  ant-acids  to  corredt 
the  conftant  fournefs,  and  ill-condition  of  the 
ftools,  than  by  carrying  them  off  fpeedily  and 
frequently. 

To  this  end,  one  or  more  tea-fpoonsfull  of 
caftor-oil  fhould  be  given  every  day,  fo  as  to 
procure  three  or  four  motions  daily.  If  a 
child  fhould  be  weakened  by  this  mean,  which 
will  rarely  be  the  cafe,  fome  cordial  medicine 
fhould  be  occafionally  interpofed ; or  fhould 
this  prove  inefficient  to  fupport  the  infant, 
the  purgative  muft  be  fome  what  abated  : but 
it  is  remarkable,  that  even  weak  infants  en- 
dure purging  better  under  this  complaint  than 
any  other,  unlefs  it  be  the  tooth-fever.  If  a 
convulfion  fit  fhould  fupervene,  as  it  fome- 
times  does,  clyfters,  and  the  ufual  remedies 
for  fpafm  fhould  be  adminiftered,  and  efpeci- 
ally  the  cordial ; which  breaking  off  wind  from 
the  flomach,  and  giving  tone  to  the  bowels,  be- 
comes a very  ufeful  one  in  this  cafe.  In  feveral 
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inftances,  a recourfe  to  opium, or fyrupof  white 
poppies  has  been  attended  with  good  eflfedt ; 
and  may,  in  that  cafe,  be  adminifiered  every 
night  when  the  purgative  has  operated  properly. 
Or  a good  medicine  in  many  cafes,  is  Dalby’s 
carminative,  which  may  be  given  every  fix  or 
eight  hours  ; and  particularly  when  repeated 
dofes  of  the  laxative  medicine  are  given 
through  the  day.  From  eight  to  twenty  drops, 
or  more,  may  in  that  cafe,  be  given  between 
each  dofe  of  the  purgative. 

Under  fuch  treatment,  the  morbid-fnuffles 
has  been  found  to  yield  in  the  courfe  of  two  or 
three  weeks ; fome  purging  medicine  being 
continued  as  long  as  the  difcharge,  or  diffi- 
culty of  breathing  fhall  remain.  It,  however, 
fometimes  runs  on  as  much  longer,  and  is  at- 
tended with  a fpafm  in  refpiration  as  if  the  in- 
fant were  dying : this  fymptom,  as  well  as  the 
fnuffiing,  often  recurring  fome  time  after  an 
infant  has  feemed  to  be  cured.  In  fuch  in- 
fiances, befides  purging,  it  has  been  thought 
ufeful  to  foment  the  bridge  of  the  nofe,  and 
afterwards  apply  fome  aromatic  liniment. 

When  the  difordcr  is  found  not  only  to  hang 
on  for  many  weeks,  (as  it  fometimes  will  where 
it  has  not  been  peculiarly  violent)  but  toge- 
ther with  the  continued  ufe  of  purges,  to  keep 
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the  infant  pallid  and  feeble,  notwithftanding 
the  exhibition  of  cordial  medicines ; a re- 
courfe  to  the  decodlion  of  oak-bark  has  at  once 
removed  the  fnuffling,  and  given  vigour  to  the 
child  in  the  courfe  even  of  a few  days. — A re- 
medy that  does  not  feem  to  be  fufficiently 
known  for  this,  and  many  other  complaints. 
Indeed,  where  a tonic  medicine  is  found  ne- 
cefTarv,  but  where  either  from  a febrile  dia- 
thefts,  ora  difpofition  to  glandular  obffruc- 
tions,  the  cortex  peruvianus  may  be  thought 
inexpedient,  the  oak-bark  will  generally  be 
found  a fafe,  and  efficacious  medicine. 

It  is  necefiary  only  to  add,  that  though  this 
diforder  had  never  until  very  lately  been  met 
with  after  the  month,  I have  feen  it  at  a more 
advanced  age ; in  one,  or  more  inftances,  how- 
ever, it  has  been  thought,  I know  not  how 
juftly,  that  feme  flight  fymptoms  of  it  had, 
in  that  cafe,  appeared  in  the  month. 

Inward-Fits. 

It  has  been  already  faid,  that  any  derange- 
ment of  the  firft-paffages  is  capable  of  giving 
rife  to  various  complaints,  among  which,  that 
of  inward-fits,  has  lately  been  taken  notice  of’ 
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by  fome  medical  people,  but  I think  fcarcely 
deferves  the  name  of  a difeafe.  It  demands 
attention,  however,  becaufe  fo  much  has  been 
faid  about  it  as  to  create  apprehenfions,  left  this 
fubtile  difeafe  fhould  be  infenfibly  at  work, 
and  making  way  for  more  fevere,  and  outward 
convulsions. 

This  complaint  may  take  place  at  any  pe- 
riod of  early  infancy,  and  is  faid  to  be  more 
dangerous  the  younger  the  infant  may  be.  A 
conftant  fymptom  in  this  kind  of  fit,  as  it  is 
called,  is  the  infant’s  little  mouth  being  drawn 
into  a fmile  j which  whoever  has  noticed  muft 
have  beheld  it  with  pleafure.  And  if  the  com- 
plaint extends  no  further  than  this  fmiling, 
which  is  generally  in  its  deep,  it  arifes  merely 
from  a little  wind,  and  is  certainly  harmlefs, 
becaufe  in  this  cafe  the  wind  is  not  really  con- 
fined ; and  therefore  an  immediate  recourfe  to 
emetics  or  purges,  is  more  likely  to  do  harm, 
by  Straining  the  Stomach,  or  by  relaxing  the 
bowels,  than  to  do  any  good.  Every  body  is 
acquainted  with  the  effects  of  different  degrees 
of  irritation  of  the  nerves,  from  the  fenfation 
produced  by  tickling  with  a feather,  to  that  of 
a hard  gripe,  or  a violent  Stroke.  The  firft 
may  be  faid  to  be  pleafing ; and  fuch,  I doubt 
not,  is  the  Stimulus  in  queftion  on  the  nervqus 
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coat  of  the  ftomach  of  little  infants,  and  there- 
fore produces  fo  agreeable  a fmile,  that  I could 
never  confider  it  any  more  as  an  indication  of 
mifchief  than  of  pain.  Indeed,  I know  of  no 
complaint  that  ought  to  be  termed  inward-fits ; 
and  I mention  this,  becaufe  nurfes  are  continu- 
ally talking  to  us  about  them,  when  children 
are  perfectly  well,  and  often  give  the  fond 
parent  needlefs  diftrefs,  as  w7ell  as  many  an  un- 
pleafant  medicine  to  the  child.  They  are  at 
the  fame  time  treating  the  true  convullion, 
whilft  flight,  in  the  fame  way,  being  led  into 
the  error  by  the  idea  of  inward-fits ; a term 
they  are  ever  ufing,  but  have  no  prccife  ideas 
of,  nor  do  any  two  of  them,  nor  indeed,  me- 
dical writers  intend  the  fame  thing,  as  may- 
be feen  by  fo  good  an  author  as  Stoll,  in  his 
late  publication.  It  were  therefore  better,  per- 
haps, the  term  were  altogether  abolifhed ; as 
the  child  is  either  evidently  convulfed,  or  has 
no  kind  of  fit,  at  lead:  none  for  which  any  re- 
medy can  be  offered. — Infants,  as  well  as 
adults,  do  fometimes,  indeed,  die  fuddenly 
wdthout  any  manifeft  convulfion.  But  this 
more  frequently  happens  after  over-feeding^, 
and  arifes  from  a fpafm  of  the  ftomach,  (of 
which  I fhall  treat  at  large,  in  the  chapter  on 
true  convulfions ;)  or  fometimes  of  the  heart 
or  lungs  j and  infants  may  then  be  faid  to 
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die  of  inward-fits,  there  being  no  external 
convulfion.  Infants  are  likewife  Carried  off 
fnddenly  from  water  in  the  head  ; of  which  I 
have  lately  feen  two  inftances  in  the  fame 
family,  (where  the  difeafe  was  afeertained  by  ' 
opening  the  cranium) ; both  the  childrenap- 
pearing perfedlly  well  only  a few  minutes  be- 
fore they  died  : but  neither  of  thefe  occafions 
are,  by  any  means,  the  kind  of  affection  ufu- 
ally  underftood  by  the  term,  inward-fits. — If 
the  infant  fhould  fleep  too  long,  and  this  fmile 
Ihould  often  return,  the  infant  may  be  taken 
up,  gently  tapped  on  the  back,  and  its  ftomach 
and  belly  be  well  rubbed  by  the  fire ; which  is 
all  that  can  be  neceffary.  This  gentle  exercife 
will  bring  a little  wind  from  its  ftomach,  and 
the  child  wall  go  to  fleep  again  quietly. 

This  complaint,  however,  is  largely  treated 
of  by  fome  writers,  and  Dr.  Armstrong  willies 
to  give  a few  drops  of  the  wine  of  antimony ; 
but  it  is  very  apparent,  that  when  he  confi- 
ders  it  as  worthy  of  more  attention  than  I 
have  juft  now  advifed,  it  is  either  a true  con- 
vulfion, in  which  the  eyes  are  diftorted,  and 
the  mouth  is  difeompofed,  inftead  of  putting 
on  a fmile,  or  elfe  he  is  preferibing  for  another 
difeafe  under  the  name  of  inward-fits,  which 
former  writers  haye  treated  under  the  head  of 
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diforders  arifing  from  coftivenefs  and  wind. 
But  if  this  little  turn  of  the  features  fhould 
arife  from  conftant  over-feeding,  it  were  end- 
lefs  to  adminifter  emetics  ; the  caufe  of  the 
complaint  is  obvious,  and  upon  the  removal 
of  it  the  remedy  muff  reft. 

Such  has  ever  been  my  opinion  of  this  mucll- 
talked-of  complaint ; and  indeed,  I have  not 
to  this  day,  after  a good  deal  of  attention  to 
infants,  feen  any  thing  fufficient  to  induce  me 
to  alter  it;  or  I fhould  (evenin  aformer  edition) 
have  retraced  the  preceding  obfervations.  As 
I wifh,  however,  to  afford  all  the  information 
I can  on  every  complaint,  I have  to  obferve, 
that  a gentleman  of  great  refpedlab’ility  and 
experience,  has  conceived  that  though  the 
term,  inward-fits,  has  been  often  mifapplied, 
there  is  really  fuch  a complaint,  and  that  it 
generally  proves  fatal.  Beftdes  a little  bluenefs 
of  the  lips,  and  flight  turning  up  of  theeyes,  often 
noticed  by  nurfes,  this  complaint  is  defcribed 
as  attended  with  a peculiar  found  of  the  voice, 
(fomewhat  like  the  croup)  and  a very  quick 
breathing,  at  intervals;  and  is  fuppofed  to 
arife  from  a fpafm  of  the  ftomach,  lungs,  or 
other  vital  organ. — A fpafm  I have  indeed  too 
frequently  fee n,  but  certainly  very  different 
from  that  ufually  accounted  inward-fits. 
vol.  i.  4 E 
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These  fymptoms  arc  faid  frequently  to  at- 
tack the  child  in  its  fleep ; and  in  their  com- 
mcncement  will  go  off  upon  taking  it  up  from 
its  cradle.  They  arc  likewife  obferved  to  be 
induced  by  fucking  or  feeding,  and  to  be  in- 
creafed  upon  any  little  exertion  of  body,  or 
tranlient  furprife,  and  in  this  manner  to  recur 
for  a length  of  time,  before  they  become 
alarming.  The  remedies  propofed  for  the 
cure  of  this  complaint  are  an  emetic,  on  -the 
fir  ft  attack,  and  afterwards  volatiles  and  fetids 
but,  as  it  has  been  obferved,  very  feldom  to 
good  effed. 

It  w7as  not  till  after  fome  time,  that  I could 
form  any  precife  opinion  of  this  complaint ; 
not  having  met  with  it  during  many  years  clofe 
attention  to  the  diforders  of  children.  At  length, 
however,  inftances  occurred  with  all  the  pre- 
cife marks  of  the  complaint,  as  I noted  in  a 
former.vedition,  and  accordingly  offered  my 
opinion  with  a becoming  diffidence;  fome  cafes- 
being  at  that  time  pending.  But  during  the 
laft  three  years  I have  been  further  acquainted 
with  this  extraordinary  fpafm,  and  have  fuc- 
ceeded  in  removing  it,  in  every  inftance,  by 
treating  it  as  I had  before  hinted,  as  a chroni- 
cal croup,  by  adminiftering  different  antifpaf- 
modics ; afa  faetida,  of.  fuccini,  rind,  fulig,. 
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mufk,  or  cicuta  being  prefcribed  as  particular 
circumftances  have  indicated  : and  fo  far  from 
its  generally  proving  fatal,  I have  not  been 
able  to  learn  by  the  moft  diligent  inquiries, 
that  any  child  fo  affe&ed,  excepting  one ,*  has 

* This  infant  had  very  fcvere  and  repeated  eonvulfion  fits 
for  feveral  days,  together  with  the  croup,  and  was  fufpcdted 
to  have  water  in  the  head.  It  appeared,  however,  to  be  at 
length  perfectly  recovered,  fo  that  Dr.  Reynolds  (who  at- 
tended with  me)  and  I had  taken  our  leave  for  about  a fort- 
night. The  fits  then  returned,  but  were  fo  flight  that  the 
apothecary  only  was  Tent  to  ; but  in  one,  the  moft  flight  qf 
any,  the  infant  alniolt  in  an  infant  expired,  very  much  in 
the  manner  defcribed  by  the  gentleman  above  alluded  to. 
But  as  infants  not  unfrequently  die  fuddenly  of  hydroce- 
phalus,* and  as  that,  or  fome  other  morbid  affe<5tion  of  the 
brain  had  been  fufpecled,  and  the  infant  v'as  not  opened  ; 
the  conclufion  on  either  fide  is  incomplete. 

Should  it  be  objected  that,  although  this  child  had  feveral 
true  convulfion  fits,  at  the  -fame  time  that  it  was  affected 
with  the  crouping  noife,  and  that  thefe  returned  after  the 
croup  had  given  way;  yet  it  certainly  died  precifely  in  the 
fudden  manner  that  infants  are  faid  to  do  of  what  has  been, 
termed  inward-fits ; and  therefore  neither  this  child,  nor 
others  who  recovered  under  the  treatment  difcribed,  had  a 
diforder -that  ought  to  be  termed  fpafmodic  crofip,  but  were 
all  ill  of  inward-fits,  although  only  one  of  them  died  fud- 
denly as  fuch  infants  ufually  do  : — Should  the  whole,  or  any 
part  of  this  .reafoning  be  granted,  (which  in  my  opinion  it 
ought  not)  yet  is  the  term,  imvard-fits,  equally  improper, 
and  no-w'ife  defcriptive  of  fo  fingular  a difeale  as  is  intended 

* See  the  chapter  on  Hydrocejihalus. 
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been  carried  off  fuddenly,  or  by  any  thing  re- 
fembling  this  complaint. 

Since  the  laft  edition  I have  fee n the  chroni- 
cal croup  more  frequently  in  children  of  various 
ages,  and  indiferiminately  in  thofe  nourifhed 
by  the  fpoon,  or  the  bread.  I have  known  it 
attended  with  fevere  and  repeated  epileptic  fits, 
(and  then  the  bowels  have  ufually  been  coflivc, 
or  the  ftools  very  clayey);  but  in  every  in- 
ftance,  the  crouping  has  yielded,  and  (with  the 
exception  above-mentioned ) children  have  con- 
tinued well,  treated  all  of  them  as  for  the  chro- 
nical croup,  which  I dill  think  to  be  the  real 
complaint. 

In  regard  to  codivenefs  and  wind;  which 
have  been  faid  to  be  the  parent  of  what  nurfes 
commonly  term  inward-fits,  as  they  do  not 
always  arife  from  one  and  the  fame  caufe,  and 
are  productive  of  other  complaints  than  thofe 
above  mentioned,  I diall  condder  them  by 
themfelves  ; which,  it  is  prefumed,  will  be 
purfuing  a more  rational  plan,  than  adhering 
to  a term  obfeure  in  itfelf,  and  indicative  of  a 
difeafe  not  well  defined,  and  which  therefore 
may  tend  to  midead  the  inexperienced  reader. 

by  it ; and  can  only  lead  to  an  indeterminate  ufe  of  a term 
calculated  rather  to  obfeure  a dangerous  difeafe  than  to  lead 
to  any  good  practical  ufe. 
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Disorders  arifing  from  Constipations//^ 

Wind. 

It  has  been  ufual  with  ancient  writers,  when 
concifenefs  and  accuracy  were  not  fo  mucli 
confidered  as  in  the  prefent  day,  to  treat  of 
coftivenefs  and  wind  as  fpecific  complaints ; 
and  for  the  re.afons  aforementioned,  it  may  not 
be  altogether  improper  to  comply  with  this 
cuftom. 

Constipation  is  either  conftitutional,  or  ac- 
cidental, which  ought  always  to  be  diftinguifh- 
ed,  the  former  being  oftentimes  harmlefs ; and, 
indeed,  children  of  fuch  a habit  of  body  are 
frequently  the  mo, ft  thriving.  If  the  mother 
lliould  be  very  conftipated,  her  children  gene- 
rally are  fo ; and  fuch  a difpofition,  (whilft 
they  continue  in  health)  ought  not  to  be  forci- 
bly counteracted,  though  it  will  be  prudent 
carefully  to  watch  it.  And  this  will  fie  efpe- 
cially  nccelfary,  in  the  cafe  of  children  who 
are  fubject  to  fits ; fine  lufty  infants  being  often 
feized  with  violent  convulfions,  without  any 
other  apparent  caufe  than  a naturally  coftive 
ftate  of  the  bowels,  and  as  uniformly  recovered 
from  the  fits,  merely  by  procuring  fiools,  and 
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breaking  off  the  wind.,  And  this  difpofition 
to  fits  has  taken  place  long  before  the  ordinary 
period  of  teething,  and  has  continued  till  chil- 
dren have  been  a twelvemonth  old;  at  which 
time  the  folids,  and  efpecially  the  nervous 
fyftem,  have  appeared  to  get  ftronger.  In 
fuch  habits,  a quarter  of  an  ounce  of  manna, 
or  the  like  quantity  of  the  fyrup  of  rofes,  may 
be  put  into  any  liquid,  and  as  much  of  it  given 
by  tea-fpoonsfull,  as  fhall  open  the  belly.  Or 
fhould  thefe  prove  infufficient,  a dram  of  ol. 
ricini,  maybe  taken  two  or  three  times  a week: 
or  a few  grains  of  the  pulv.  fol.  fennte,  or  its 
extraeff,  with,  or  without,  a duff  of  grated  nut- 
meg, or  cloves : or  a few  drops  of  the  tindt. 
aloes  comp,  to  infants  of  fome  months  old. 
But  it  were  needlefs  to  obferve  to  moff  rea- 
ders, that  rhubarb  will  not  be  a fit  purgative, 
though  it  be  joined  with  magnefia,  which  will 
not  fu  fficiently  counteract  its  reff  ringency,  how- 
jfoever  proper  in  certain  cafes ; though  the  obfer- 
vation  may  be  proper,  that  nurfes  may  be  cau- 
tioned on  this  head, with  whom  it  is  fo  frequent 
a prefeription,  during  the  month  ; and  whofe 
indiferiminate  life  of  it  is  fometimes  prejudi- 
cial. Rhubarb,  or  magnefia,  alone,  as  the 
child  is  naturally  coffive,  orotherwife,  gene- 
rally anfwering  all  the  purpofe  intended,  efpe- 
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daily  for  very  young  infants ; whilft  the  union 
makes  an  unneceffary  addition  to  the  bulk  of 
the  medicine,  which  fhould  always  be  avoid- 
ed. A few  grains  of  magnefia  in  a fpoonful 
.of  dill,  or  common  water,  and  fweetened  with 
a little  manna,  or  fyrup  of  rofes,  forms  a 
much  neater  medicine,  (which  may  be  quick- 
ened and  warmed  by  the  addition  of  a few 
drops  of  tin&ure  of  fenna)  and  in  coftive 
habits,  which  ufually  abound  with  acidity, 
anfwers  very  well  in  early  infancy. 

But  if  the  child  be  otherwife  in  health,  it 
has  been  faid,  it  is,  in  general,  inadvifeable  to 
do  much  to  counteract  the  natural  habit  of 
body.*  I have  formerly,  even  during  the 
month,  directed  manna,  to  the  dofe  of  half  an. 
ounce  at  a time,  to  very  little  purpofe,  unlefs 


* I have  attended  in  many  families  of  nmr|.erou3  children, 
all  of  whom  have  grown  up  llrong  and  healthy,  but  been  un- 
commonly coftive,  and  from  their  infancy  have  been  for 
feveral  days  without  a motion  ; nor  would  any  gentle  means 
procure  it  ftatedly.  And  on  the  day  when  this  note  was  made, 
I was  confulted  for  an  infant  of  only  three  weeks  old,  who  had 
had  no  Itool  for  five  days,  and  yet  was  perfectly  healthy  and 
eafy.  This  is  not  mentioned,  indeed,  to  lead  practitioners  to 
abate  of  their  attention  to  a coftive  habit  of  body  in  infants  ; 
but  in  proof  only  of  its  being  in  fome  intlances  innoxious, 
and  therefore  no  caufe  of  alarm  as  long  as  children  are 
other  wife  perfectly  well. 

E 4 


5 6 Disorders  arijing  from 

it  was  almoft  daily  repeated,  and  have  at  other 
times  given  from  three  to  five  grains  of  jalap  ; 
till  1 learned,  that  there  are  fome  conftitutions, 
even  in  infants,  where  the  bowels  cannot  be 
kept  open  without  a daily  exhibition  of  fome 
purgative  medicine,  and  that  many  fuch  chil- 
dren are  as  well  left  to  themfelves,  or  at  leaf!, 
require  only  to  be  watched.  If  a ftool  fliould 
be  wanted,  however,  a fuppofitory  (or  dry- 
clyfter)  made  of  a little  flip  of  paper,  or  linen- 
cloth,  twilled  up,  and  well  moiftened  with 
oil,  may 'be  very  ealily  introduced,  and  will 
generally  anfwer  the  purpofe  : or  fliould  this 
fail,  a bit  of  Caftile  foap,  mallow-root,  red 
beet,  or  a parfley  ftalk,  may  be  introduced  in 
like  manner.  Thefe  means  will  be  aflifted, 
and  a colfive  habit  relieved,  by  rubbing  the 
llomach  and  bowels  frequently  every  day  with 
a warm  hand,  or  piece  of  flannel. 

Should  fuch  a coflive  and  windy  ftate  of  the 
bowels  produce  griping  pains,  which  may  gene- 
rally be  known  by  the  drawing  up  of  the  legs, 
or  of  the  ferotum,  and  a certain  manner  of 
crying,  it  will  be  proper  to  apply  external 
warmth  to  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  by  means 
of  heated  bran,  or  chamomile  flowers,  put 
into  a foft  flannel-bag  ; whiefi  will  both  tend 
to  abate  the  pain,  and  aflifl:  the  operation  of  the 
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laxative.  Or  fhould  the  coftivenefs  be  acci- 
dental, it  muft  fpeedily  be  remedied ; and  if 
the  occafion  of  it  be  an  improper  food,  which 
is  very  often  the  cafe,  the  food  muft  immedi^ 
ately  be  changed.  If  the  child  be  not  ufually 
coftive,  rhubarb,  it  has  been  faid,  is  often  the 
befl:  purgative,  as  it  ftrengthens  the  bowels 
afterwards,  infants  being  much  more  fubjedfc 
to  an  over-purging  than  to  almoft  any  other 
complaint,  efpecially  if  brought  up  by  hand. 
It  fometimes  happens,  however,  that  much 
more  powerful  medicines  than  rhubarb  maybe 
required,  whether  the  child  be  naturally  cof- 
tive, or  not ; and  in  fuch  cafes,  much  caution 
is  neceffary  : for,  where  a proper  dofe  of  fen- 
na-tea  has  proved  ineffectual,  it  is  furprifing 
what  large  dofes  even  of  rough  purges  have 
been  given  in  vain,  or  fometimes  to  the  injury 
of  the  child.  On  fuch  occafions,  I would  ra- 
ther advife  a recourfe  to  clyfters,  and  efpeci- 
ally thofe  made  of  fuccotorine  aloes.  From 
five  to  twenty  grains,  according  to  the  age  of 
the  infant,  diffolved  in  boiled  milk,  will  rarely, 
if  ever,  fail  of  procuring  a ftool,  and  will  often 
procure  two  or  three,  efpecially  if  preceded  by 
the  exhibition  of  a purge.  But  even  draftic 
clyfters  fhould  be  adminiftered  with  caution, 
.and  ought  not  to  be  very  often  repeated,  efpe-* 
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cially  to  very  young  children*  though  lefs 
hazardous,  in  every  view,  than  the  frequent 
repetition  of  purges  of  a fimilar  kind,  and 
when  ufed  alternately  with  gentle  purges,  be- 
come expedient  and  beneficial. 

Some  writers,  particularly  the  French , have 
much  too  frequently  advifed  oil  of  almonds 
for  infants  of  fuch  a habit.  Mr.  Le  Febure 
de  Villebrune  therefore, in  a note  to  the  tran- 
flation  with  which  he  has  honoured  my  flrft 
edition  of  the  difeafes  of  children,  teflifies  his 
preference  to  oils  ; but  I muft  beg  leave,  in 
turn,  to  differ  from  him,  being  perfuaded, 
there  are  few  cafes  befide  diforders  of  the  cheff, 
in  which  any  kind  of  unCtuous  oil,  but  that  of 
caftor,  will  not  be  injurious  to  young  infants, 
and  particularly  in  affections  of  the  firft-paf- 
fages. — It  is  dubious,  however,  whether  oil  of 
almonds,  or  of  olives  always  proves  a laxative, 
or  whether  by  diminifhing  the  natural  force 
and  aCtion  of  the  inteftines,  it  may  not  fre- 
quently prove  the  reverfe. 

As  there  is  ufually  too  much  acidity  in  the 
ftrft-paffages  in  coftive  and  windy  habits,  a 
little  magnefia  may  be  given  for  a few  days 
after  the  coftivenefs  has  been  removed  ; and  if 
the  child  be  fuckled,  the  nurfe’s  diet  muft  be 
attended  to.  If  any  flatulency  fnould  Fill  re- 
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main,  (which  will  not  often  be  the  cafe,  if  it 
has  arifen  merely  from  conftipation)  a little 
dill-w’ater,  isaveryfafe  and  gentle  carminative  ; 
or  fliould  one  more  powerful  be  expedient,  the 
fluid  parts  of  the  warm  opening  mixture  dU 
reded  in  the  chapter  on  purging  may  be  given, 
without  fhaking  up  the  vial.  But  if  the  flatu- 
lency be  an  attendant  upon  a lax  ftate  of  the 
bowels  and  indigeflion,  its  remedy  will  con- 
fift  in  the  removal  of  thofe  complaints,  which 
will  be  noticed  in  their  place. 

It  may  be  expeded,  however,  that  a word  or 
two  more  fhouldbefaid  in  regard  to  wind,  which 
may  likewife  fometimes  prove  a real  complaint, 
though  it  fhould  not  happen  to  be  fo  confined 
as  adually  to  become  an  occafion  of  fits.  It  is 
ufually,  indeed,  but  a mere  fymptom  of  fome 
preceding  or  attending  complaint ; nor  are  its 
troublefome  efteds  either  occafioned  or  in- 
creafed  by  air  taken  in  with  the  food,  as  many 
people  have  imagined  ; atmofpheric  air  being 
effentially  different  from  that  produced  by  in- 
digeffion,  whether  owing  to  the  weaknefs  of 
the  ffomach,  as  it  is  called,  or  the  improper 
quality  or  quantity  of  the  food  taken  into  it. 
It  may  however,  in  conjundion  with  other 
caufes,  prove  a fource  of  many  complaints,  and 
create  watchfulnefs,  flattings,  hiccoughs,  vo- 
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mitings,  and  even  convulfions,  if  not  timely 
attended  to,  efpccially  if  the  infant  be  coftive. 
A principal  remedy  in  that  cafe  will  confift  in 
keeping  the  bowels  open. 

The  only  inflances  that  I remember  to  have 
met  with  of  wind  proving  of  much  confequence, 
when  not  preceded  by  other  complaints,  have 
been  in  very  In  ft  y new-born  infants,  whofe  mo- 
thers have  alfo  been  peculiarly  diftreffed  by  af- 
fections of  that  kind.  This  is,  indeed,  a fome- 
what  anile  way  of  fpeaking,  but  it  ftates  the 
precife  fa<5l ; and  one  inftance  of  an  infant  buf- 
fering in  this  way  was  fo  remarkable,  that  it 
may  be  worth  noticing  in  this  place. 

In  this  cafe,  the  meconium  began  to  pafs  off 
foon  after  birth,  but  not  without  repeated  clyf- 
ters,  purgatives,  and  the  warm-bath,  and  was 
peculiarly  vifeid,  as  well  as  in  vaft  quantity. 
The  infant,  the  meanwhile,  appeared  for  fe- 
vcral  days  likely  to  be  ftrangled,  and  v,ras  black 
in  the  face,  merely  through  the  abundance  of 
wind  in  the  firft-paftages;  though  it  was  break- 
ing off  both  by  the  mouth  and  the  bowels,  and 
by  that  peculiar,  and  very  loud  noife,  when  it 
came  upwards,  obferved  oftentimes  in  the  hyf- 
terical  fpafm  of  adults,  and  continuing,  with 
only  fhort  intervals,  forfeveral  hours  together? 
£6  that  the  infant  was  feveral  times  thought  tq 
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be  dying.  The  whole  face,  except  the  nofe, 
became  exceedingly  fwelled,  fo  that  the  in- 
fant could  fcarcely  open  its  eyes,  though  with- 
out any  dicolouration  of  thefkin;  being  pro- 
bably owing  to  wind  diffused  through  the  cel- 
lular membrane,  (as  hath  been  known  to  hap- 
pen in  the  cafe  of  a fmall  wound  of  the  lungs 
from  a fradured  rib;)  the  tumour  fubfiding 
immediately  upon  getting  rid  of  the  wind  from 
the  ftomach  and  bowels. 

Thefe  fymptoms,  however,  yielded  to  car- 
minative juleps,  and  purging  medicines,  ( which 
is  all  that  mere  windy  complaints  ufually  re- 
quire) ; and  the  infant  after  the  meconium  was 
all  come  away,  was  freed  from  every  com- 
plaint, without  any  further  femblance  of  fits, 
which  before  had  been  frequently  apprehended. 


ViGidLE,  or  Watchings. 

W atching,  or  -want  of  fleep  is  frequently 
t a fymptom  of  the  foregoing  complaints,  and 
in  that  cafe,  may  be  removed  by  opening  the 
belly,  and  afterwards  adminiftering  fome  plea- 
fant  and  carminative  abforbent  julep;  which 
will  then  frequently  ad:  like  an  opiate,*  byre- 

* See  Harris  De  Morbh  acutis  Infantum, 
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ftoring  reft.  Sometimes,  indeed,  this  fuc- 
ceeds  fo  wed,  when  given  in  large  do fes,  that 
we  are  fufpeefted  of  having  really  given  fome 
narcotic  medicine;  which  doubtlefs,  would  in 
thefe  cafes  prove  exceedingly  hurtful,  as  the 
watchful  nefs  is  generally  a mere  fymptom,  and 
not  a difeafe  ; though  w?hen  very  obftinate,  it 
is  fometimes  the  harbinger  of  epilepfy,  and 
then  requires  purgative  medicines. 

Watchings  may  arifefrom  worms, purging, 
or  gripings,  whether  from  acrid  breaft-milk, 
or  other  food,  and  from  indigeftion,  as  well  as 
from  every  thing  capable  of  producing  pain  ; 
each  of  which  probable  caufes  fhould  be  very 
attentively  inquired  into  before  we  preferibe 
for  the  complaint,  and  will  therefore  be  dif- 
tincftly  confidered  in  their  proper  place.  The 
ufual  fource  may,  indeed,  be  faid  to  be  fome 
default  in  the  firft-paffages,  and  in  very  young 
infants  is  frequently  owing  to  coftivenefs.  I 
fliall  only  obferve  further,  if  watchfulnefs  be 
confined  only  to  the  night,  it  is  probable  the 
child  fleeps  too  long  in  the  day-time,  which 
may  be  remedied  by  keeping  it  moving,  and 
.playing  with  it  throughout  the  day  ,*  of  which 
little  matters  further  notice  will  bfe  taken  in 
the  part  devoted  to  the  Management  of  Infants,. 
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Aphthae,  or  the  Thrush- 

Having  confidered  thefe  lighter  early  com- 
plaints, I proceed  to  others  which  equally  owe 
their  origin  to  fome  affedtion  of  the  alimentary 
canal,  and  are  oftentimes  of  a more  ferious 
nature. 

One  of  the  moft  important  of  thefe  difor- 
ders,  is  the  Thrufh ; a complaint  that,  proba- 
bly, depends  not  a little  upon  the  different 
natural  habit  of  infants,  as  well  as  upon  their 
management,  particularly  in  regard  to  food, 
air,  and  the  ftate  of  the  bowels.  This  feems 
to  be  the  cafe,  inafmuch  as  the  thrufh  is  fome- 
times  found  to  feize  every  infant  in  certain 
families,  in  whatever  way  the  children  may 
be  managed;  as  well  as  to  occur  occafionally 
in  others,  upon  a want  of  proper  attention  to 
the  ftate  of  the  alimentary  canal,  where  a great 
number  of  other  children,  properly  watched, 
have  uniformly  efcaped  it.  Inftances  of  the 
latter  kind  may  have  been  noticed,  where  the 
mother  happening  to  be  ill,  the  whole  atten- 
tion of  the  family  has  been  thereby  engaged ; 
or,  where  one  infant  has  been  put  out  to 
nurfe,  whilft  all  the  reft  of  the  children  have 
been  carefully  brought  up  at  home. 
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It  is  amongfl  the  vulgar  errors,  however, 
that  the  thrufh  is  a very  harmlefs  complaint, 
or  is  even  defirable  to  a child  in  the  month ; 
for  it  is  faid,  if  it  does  not  then  make  its  ap- 
pearance, it  certainly  will  at  a more  advanced 
age,  and  will  then  prove  fatal,  or  at  leaft,  at- 
tend the  patient  in  his  laft  illnefs.  The  fact 
is,  it  is  a difeafe  of  debility,  and  therefore  at- 
tacks very  young,  and  very  old  fubjetts,  efpe- 
cially  if  otherwife  weakened.  From  the  above 
miftake,  however,  the  diforder  is  often  ne- 
glected in  the  beginning,  whereby  the  acidity  in 
the  firft-paflages  is  buffered  to  increafe,  which 
always  aggravates  the  complaint.  It  is,  in- 
deed, a much  milder  diforder  in  this  Ifland- 
than  on  moft  parts  of  the  Continent,  (though, 
a priori,  we  might,  perhaps,  fuppofe  it  Would 
be  otherwife)  particularly  in  France  > where  it 
reigns  as  a malignant  epidemic,  efpecially  in 
the  Flotel  Dicu)  and  Foundling  Hofpitals , known 
by  the  names  of  Muguet  and  Millet.*  The 


* It  has  been  already  remarked,  that  feveral  hofpital  dif- 
eafes  in  France  are  more  complex  than  with  us,  and  poffibly 
from  their  Infirmaries  receiving  a much  greater  number  of 
patients  than  ours,  and  their  apartments  and  beds  being 
confequently  lefs  clean,  as  well  as  the  .air  foul,  and  difpofed 
to  multiply  contagion. 

This  is  remarkably  the  cafe  in  regard  to  the  difeafes  of 
infants,  whofe  temperament  is  a lingular  union  of  debility 
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thrufh,  however,  is  as  much  a difeafe,  as  any 
other  complaint  that  appears  in  the  month, 
and  is  connedted  with  moft  of  the  foregoing  ; 
a proper  attention  to  which,  it  has  been  fug- 
gefted,  may  very  frequently  prevent  it. 

This  diforder  is  fo  well  known,  as  fcarcely 
to  require  any  defeription,  and  generally  ap- 
pears firft  in  the  angles  of  the  lips,  and  then 
on  the  tongue  and  cheeks,  in  the  form  of  little 
white  fpecks.  Thefe  increafing  in  number  and 
fize,  run  together  more  or  lefs,  according  to 
the  degree  of  malignity  ; compofing  a thin, 
white  cruft,  which  at  length  lines  the  whole 
infide  of  the  mouth,  from  the  lips  even  to  the 
oefophagus,  and  is  faid  to  extend  into  the 
ftomach,  and  through  the  whole  length  of  the 
inteflines ; producing  alfo  a rednefs  about  the 

and  fpafm,  which  the  French  have  aptly  termed  Laxite  <£>/« 

bratile. 

The  Muguet  is  a finking  inflance  of  the  above  mentioned 
tendency,  it  being  altogether  an  hofpital  difeafe  ; which 
(hough  difdnguifhed  by  this  name,  appears  to  be  a ma- 
lignant thrufh,  and  is  frequently  attended  with  a fpecies  of 
the  infantile  eryfipelas.*  When  fo  accompanied,  it  is  faid 
to  be  conftantly  fatal,  unlefs  the  hard  and  tumid  parts  termi- 
nate in  benign  abfeeffes,  and  fuppurate  kindly ; which  i$ 
rarely  the  cafe,  they  being  more  commonly  found  to  mortify. 

* See  Memoires  de  la  Societe  Roy  ale  de  Medicine , anno  1779. 
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anus.  When  the  cruft  falls  off,  it  is  frequently 
fucceeded  by  others  of  a darker  colour:  but 
this  is  true  only  in  the  worft  kind  of  thrufh, 
for  there  is  a milder  fort,  that  is  fpread  thinly 
over  the  lips  and  tongue,  which  returns  a great 
many  times,  and  always  lafts  for  feveral  weeks. 
I have  feen  this  fo  very  often  the  cafe,  that 
when  I obferve  a child  to  have  the  complaint 
very  flightly,  and  that  it  does  not  increafe  after 
two  or  three  days,  I venture  to  pronounce  it 
likely  to  continue  a long  time,  but  that  it  will 
be  of  no  confequence.  Care,  however,  ought 
to  be  taken  that  the  child  be  not  expofed 
to  cold. — It  is  an  old  obfervation,  and  there 
is  fome  foundation  for  it,  that  very  long  fleep- 
ing  in  the  courfe  of  the  firft  week  or  two,  is 
often  a forerunner  of  this  complaint. 

The  thrufh,  in  its  commencement,  is  laid 
to  be  generally  attended  with  fever;  but  thofe 
who  have  been  of  this  opinion,  do  not  feem  to 
have  made  what  is  a very  neceffary  diflindtion, 
lince  I have,  by  no  means,  found  this  to  be 
the  cafe  where  the  thrufh  is  an  original  difeafe. 
When  confequent  to  fevere  bowel  complaints, 
eryfipelas,  and  other  infantile  diforders,  it  is, 
indeed,  often  accompanied  with  fever,  and  when 
fo,  proves  either  favourably  critical,  or  the  in- 
fant ufually  finks  very  foon.  In  ordinary  cafes* 
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however,  I am  confident  in  nine  out  of  ten, 
there  is  not  the  lead  fever,  though  the  mouth 
is  often  fo  much  heated  as  to  excoriate  the 
nipples  of  the  nurfe,  and  become  fo  tender, 
that  the  child  is  often  obferved  to  fuck  with 
reluidance  and  caution.  In  very  bad  kinds  of 
thrufh,  it  has  been  hinted,  a fever  may  attend  ; 
but  even  here  it  does  not  appear  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  complaint,  but  rather  to- 
wards the  clofe  ; the  fever  alfo  being  of  the 
low  kind.  And  this  is  owing  to  the  general 
ill  health  induced  by  the  morbid  date  of  the 
gadric  juices  and  alimentary  canal,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  common  hecdic  fever  is  induced 
by  the  long  continuance  of  other  bowel  com- 
plaints. 

Zuingerus,*  indeed,  gives  an  indance  of 
fever  accompanying  this  complaint;  but  it 
was  in  a child  of  four  years  of  age,  and  the 
thrufh  not  the  original  difeafe.  Symptoms  of 
flight  indammatory  fever  had  preceded  the 
thrufh,  which  appeared  a little  the  next  day, 
and  both  that  and  the  fever  W'ere  increafed  the 
day  after.  On  the  third,  both  were  confider- 

. * Theod.  Zuxngeri,  Archiatri  Bad.  Pedojatreja 

Pradica,  1722. 
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ably  abated,  and  on  the  fourth  day  the  child 
was  perfectly  well. 

It  has  long  been  a received  opinion,  that  the 
thrufh  muff  appear  at  the  anus,  and  many  peo- 
ple will  not  allow  it  to  be  cured  if  it  does  not, 
and  for  the  like  reafon,  they  always  fuppofe  it 
to  be  going  off  when  this  rednefs  takes  place. 
But  the  truth  is,  that  its  appearance  there  is 
only  a mark  of  the  degree  of  the  difeafe,  or  of 
the  acidity  that  occafions  it,  and  not  in  the  leaft 
of  its  cure;  and  is  not,  therefore,  generally  to 
be  wifhed  for.  The  rednefs  about  this  part  is 
occafioned  by  the  fharpnefs  of  the  fecretions 
in  the  bowels,  and  confequently  of  the  ftools, 
which  (lightly  inflame  and  fometimes  excoriate 
the  parts  about  the  anus,  and  in  a bad  thrufh 
will  do  fo  long  before  the  complaint  is  going 
off ; but  in  the  lighter  kind,  no  fuch  effects 
are  produced,  or  are,  at  leaft,  very  flight.  And, 
indeed,  this  rednefs  has  been  fo  often  men- 
tioned to  me  as  an  indication  that  infants  muff, 
unobferved,  have  already  had  a flight  thrufh, 
or,  according  to  others,  be  likely  to  fuffer  by 
it  very  foon,  where  children  have,  nevcrthe- 
lefs,  efcaped  it  altogether ; that  I have  ven- 
tured to  imagine  fuch  infants  may  be  leaft  of 
all  liable  to  it,  if  otherwise  in  good  health,  at 
leaft,  my  experience  feems  to  fupport  that 
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idea.  And  I have  even  conceived,  that  the 
acidity  of  the  firfl-paflages  being  in  fome  chil- 
dren more  confined,  may  prove  a remote  caufe 
of  fuch  infants  being  troubled  with  the  thrufh ; 
whilft  others  by  an  open  belly,  and  Wronger 
vifcera,  may  efcape  it,  at  the  expence  only  of 
this  forenefs  of  the  external  parts,  which  often 
continues  for  feveral  days.  And  this  has  led 
fome  people,  on  the  other  hand,  to  call  this 
(imple  rednefs,  the  thrufh,  and  we  therefore 
often  hear  it  faid,  that  children  have  had  it 
only  in  this  part. 

A principal  remote  Cause  of  this  difeafe, 
feems  to  be  indigeftion,  whether  occafioned  by 
bad  milk,  or  other  unwholefome  food,  or  by 
the  weaknefs  of  the  Jbomach. — Perhaps  thick 
victuals,  particularly  if  taken  hot,  and  made 
very  fweet ; alfo  covering  the  face  of  the  child 
when  it  fleeps,  or  its  breathing  the  confined 
air  of  the  mother’s  bed,  may  be  amongft  thefe 
caufes,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  avoided. — • 
The  proximate  caufe,*  is  the  thicknefs,  or 


* If  fuch  a term,  after  all  that  Gaubius  and  later  pro- 
feffors  have  advanced,  may  be  nfed  in  any  fenfe  diitinguifli- 
able  from  the  difeafe  itfelf,  it  is  prefumed,  that  the  circum- 
idances  enumerated  may  be  diftinguiihed  from  thofe  termed 
femoie  cauies.  Should  this  not  be  allowed  of,  the  term, 
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acrimony  of  the  juices  fecreted  from  the  glands 
of  the  mouth,  fauces,  ftomach,  &c.  produc- 
ing heat  and  forenefs  in  thefe  parts. — A tea- 
fpoonful  of  cold  water  given  every  morn- 
ing has  been  thought  a good  prophyladtic : but 
keeping  the  bowels  duly  open,  is  certainly  a 
much  better. 

The  means  of  Cure  muft  be  fufficiently  ob- 
vious, if  due  attention  be  paid  to  the  nature 
and  occafi on  of  the  complaint.  As  a general 
obfervation,  it  may  be  faid,  that  when  the 
thrujfh  attacks  robuft  infants  of  a coftive  habit 
of  body,  it  is  eafily  cured,  and  indeed  requires 
nothing  more  than  keeping  the  bowels  well 
open  ; for  which  purpofe,  the  daily  exhibition 
of  caftor-oil  is,  ufually,  the  fitted  mean.  But 
on  the  other  hand,  the  complaint  is  attended 
with  fome  hazard  in  delicate  infants  whofe 

Jiroximate  car/fe,  feems  to  be  perfectly  ufelefs,  and  one  to 
which  we  can  never  affix  any  precife  ideas  } the  caufe  and  the 
effeii  being  confounded. — But  I do  not  mean  to  enter  ffir 
into  luck  a controverfy,  and  have  touched  upon  it  rather  by 
way  of  apology  for  the  ufe  I have  made  of  the  term,  in  this 
and  other  parts,  and  to  mark  an  obfeurity  which  I leave  thofe 
to  fettle  whofe  province  it  may  be  to  take  the  lead  in  fuch 
matters.  It  were  well,  however,  if  fome  able  pathologiil 
could  affix  i'ome  idea  that  might  be  univerfally  adopted,  fo 
that  when  we  meet  with  the  term  in  different  authors,  na 
reader  might  be  at  a lofs  for  the  meaning. 
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bowels  have  been  previoufly  weak,  and  efpecially 
where  the  child  is  nourifhed  only  by  the  fpoon. 
Much  has  been  faid  in  favour  of  emetics,  efpe- 
cially  wine  of  antimony,  as  being  almoft  a 
fpecific  for  thisdifeafe,  but  I cannot  fay  it  has 
proved  fo  with  me, — unlefs  in  the  flight  cafes 
juft  mentioned;  nor  can  I fee  any  fufficient 
caufe  for  departing  from  the  more  ancient  prac- 
tice, in  the  treatment  of  this  very  common 
complaint. 

There  can  be  no  objection,  after  having  pro- 
perly opened  the  bowels,  to  adminiftering  an 
emetic,  and  where  fcjie  thrufh  is  of  a dark  co- 
lour, and  the  whole  infide  of  the  cheeks  is 
lined  with  it,  1 am  perfuaded,  it  may  be  ufe- 
ful,  by  emptying  the  ftomach  of  the  crude 
juices  oozing  into  it  from  the  glands  of  this 
part.  But,  I think  it  would  be  almoft  as  end- 
lefs,  as  it  would  generally  be  prejudicial,  to 
perfevere  in  the  ufe  of  emetics,  for  days,  and 
even  weeks  together,  and  is  both  a fevere,  and 
an  unnatural  method  of  treating  a tender  in- 
fant, in  which  the  bowels  are  always  the  moft 
natural  outlet  for  its  complaints;  on  ■which, 
therefore,  nature  uniformly  throws  the  offend- 
ing matter  on  almoft  every  occafion,  as  appears 
plainly  in  teething,  in  which  the  firft-paffages 
S.annot  be  primarily  affeefted*  Should  the 
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vinum  antimonii,  indeed,  be  deemed  iifeful 
otherwife  thanas  an  emetic  or  purgative,  and  by 
any  alterative  virtues  capable  of  removing  cer- 
tain morbid  a&ions  of  the  glands  feated  in  the 
firft-palTages,  a recourfe  to  it  would  certainly 
be  rational ; but  I have  myfelf  had  no  fuch 
evidence. 

I believe,  therefore,  that  where  there  is  no 
fever,  nor  any  uncommon  fymptom,  tefiace- 
ous  powders  are  the  beft  and  fafeft  remedy  ; 
which  may  be  joined  with  a little  magnefia, 
if  the  body  be  coflive ; or  if  in  the  other  ex- 
treme, and  the  child  is  very  weakly,  two  or 
three  grains  of  the  compound  powder  of  con- 
tray  erva  in  its  Head.  Some  fuch  preparation 
fhould  be  adminiftered  for  three  or  four  days 
fucceffively,  and  afterwards  fomething  more 
purgative,  to  carry  down  the  feales  as  they 
fall  off  from  the  parts.  For  this  purpofe, 
rhubarb  is  generally  the  beft ; but  when  the 
thru  fli  is  very  violent,  is  of  a dark  colour,  has 
come  on  very  rapidly,  and  the  child  is  lufty 
and  flrong,  a grain  or  two  of  the  pulv.  e fcam- 
mon.  cum  calomel:*  may  be  joined  with  it, 

* A very  good  method  of  adminiftering  this  powder,  and 
other  metalline  preparations,  is  that  firft  mentioned  by  Dr. 
Armjlmig,  by  directing  them  in  the  form  of  a pill,  which  may 
be  broken  into  fmall  pieces,  and  given  mixed  up  with  the 
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agreeably  to  the  idea  of  Heister,  and  the 
teftaceous  powders  be  repeated  tor  two  or  three 
days  as  before,  till  the  diforder  begins  to  give 
way.  On  the  other  hand,  when  an  infant  with 
this  bad  thrufh  is  weak  and  delicate,  a decoc- 
tion of  the  bark,  with  aromatic  confection  is 
found  the  belt  remedy. 

The  choice  of  the  teftaceous  powders,  on 
which  fome  writers  have  faid  fo  much,  is,  I 
believe,  of  very  little  importance  : the  pureft 
and  fofteft  are  preferable.  The  defign  of  thefe 
medicines,  being  to  abforb  and  correcft  the 
predominant  acidity,*  their  effedt  will  bedif- 
covered  from  the  kind  of  ftools  that  fucceed, 
and  the  dofe  may  therefore  be  increafed  or  di- 

child’s  food  ; by  which  means,  they  will  not  precipitate,  and 
be  left  at  the  bottom  of  the  fpoon,  as  is  fometimes  the  cafe 
when  fuch  remedies  are  adminillered  in  powders. 

* The  French  phyficians  are  of  opinion,  that  the  thrnfh  is 
owing  to  what  they  call  a putrid  alcaline  humour,  or  fome- 
thing  analogous  thereto,  rather  than  to  an  acid.  But  this 
cannot  be  the  cafe  in  the  ordinary  thru  ill,  as  is  manifeft  both 
from  the" appearance,  and  the  four  fmell  of  the  ftools,  as  well 
ss  from  the  more  certain  remedies  for  the  complaint,  which 
are  alcalis  and  abforbents.f — The  maligant  thrufh,  (already 
hinted  at)  which  appears  in  fome  of  their  crouded  hofpitals, 
is  certainly  a very  different  complaint,  and  feems  indeed, 
to  be  of  a putrid  nature. 

•f  See  the  Introduction  to  the  Third  Volume,  where  thefe 
evidences  are  fully  coniidered. 
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minifhed,  or  they  may  be  altogether  difcon- 
tinued,  as  circumftances  direcft.  In  the  mean 
time,  if  the  child  is  fuckled,  the  nurfe’s  diet 
Ihould  be  attended  to,  and  in  general,  her  ufual 
quantity  of  porter  or  ale,  (which  is  almoft  al- 
ways more  than  fufficient)  fhould  be  dimi- 
nifhed. 

In  regard  to  applications  to  the  part,  it  is 
neceffary  to  obferve,  that  as  they  have  little  to 
do  in  curing  the  complaint,  it  will  be  impro- 
per to  have  recourfe  to  them  very  early.  I 
know,  indeed,  it  is  very  common  to  begin 
with  them,  but  they  ferve  only  to  increafe  the 
forenefs  of  the  parts,  (efpecially  in  the  man- 
ner they  are  generally  ufed)  and  to  give  a de- 
ceitful appearance  of  amendment.  The  pro- 
per intention  of  thefe  remedies,  at  this  period, 
is  merely  to  preferve  the  infant’s  mouth  clean 
and  comfortable,  and  to  prevent  as  much  as 
may  be,  any  pain  or  injury  to  the  wet-nurfe, 
Iftherefore  the  infide  of  the  cheeks  and  tongue 
are  thickly  covered  with  floughs,  it  may 
be  convenient  to  clean  the  mouth  two  or  three 
times  a day;  but  it  will  in  general  be  improper, 
till  tftfe  complaint  is  paft  the  height, the  floughs 
difpofed  to  fall  off,  and  the  parts  underneath 
inclined  to  heal  j which  never  takes  place  till 
the  fecretions  in  the  firft-paffages  are  become 
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bland  and  mild.  Proper  applications  will  then 
have  their  ufe,  not  only  by  keeping  the  mouth 
clean,  but  by  conftridtingand  healing  the  raw, 
and  tender  apertures  of  the  excretory  veffels. 

I have,  indeed,  met  with  an  inftance  of  a 
very  copious  thrufh  difappearing  after  clean- 
ing the  mouth  with  borax  and  honey,  at  noon 
and  night  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  difeafe. 
Until  this  time  it  had  been  increafing,  and  I 
expected  would  become  worfe  ; and  therefore 
directed  the  mouth  to  be  cleanfed  fo  early, 
only  to  render  the  infant  comfortable,  and  to 
prevent  as  much  as  might  be  any  inconveni- 
ence to  the  wet-nurfe.  There  was  but  very 
little  appearance  of  thrufh,  however,  the  next 
morning,  and  not  the  leaft  after  that  day. 
It  is,  therefore,  likely,  that  the  parts  were 
rendered  perfedlly  clean  by  the  help  of  the 
borax  fomewhat  fooner  than  they  otherwife 
would ; though  I can,  by  no  means,  conclude 
that  it  had  any  other  fhare  in  the  cure. 

The  likeobfervations  I have  had  occafionto 
make  in  regard  to  an  exceeding-flight  appear- 
ance of  thrufh,  w'hich  had  continued  in  the 
fame  ftate  for  three  days  ; but  upon  being  cleared 
off  by  once  ufing  the  borax  and  honey,  never 
j-e-appeared.  In  both  cafes,  the  ufual  inter- 
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nal  remedies  were  adminiftered  both  before  and 
after  the  recourfe  to  topicals. 

Of  the  latter  of  thefe  alfo,  a variety  have 
been  in  ufe,  in  the  form  of  lotions  and  gargles, 
;which  from  the  earlieft  times  have  all  been  of 
an  aftringent  nature;  and  it  fcarce  needs  be 
added,  fhouid  be  of  an  innoxious  kind ; as 
fome  portion  of  them  will  be  fwallowed  : and 
I mention  this  becaufe  Stoll  reports,  that  the 
Englijh  advife  a folution  of  facch.  faturni, 
which,  for  my  own  part,  I never  heard  of  be- 
fore. Honey  of  rofes  and  fpirit  of  vitriol,  or 
of  fea-falt,  as/recommended  by  Etmuller  and 
Dr.  Si-iaw,  form  a very  good  one  j but  nothing 
is  preferable  to  borax,  which  fome  advife  to 
be  mixed  up  with  fugar,  in  the  proportion  of 
one  part  of  the  former  to  feven  of  the  latter  : 
a pinch  of  this  put  upon  the  child’s  tongue 
will  be  licked  to  all  parts  of  the  mouth.  But 
I prefer  a mixture  of  borax  and  common  honey, 
(two  fcruples,  a dram,  or  even  more  of  the 
former,  to  an  ounce  of  the  latter,)  which  hangs 
about  the  fauces  better  than  in  the  form  of 
powder.  Either  of  thefe  may,  at  this  period, 
be  made  ufe  of  as  often  in  the  day  as  fhall  be 
neceffary  to  keep  the  parts  clean,  which  they 
will  effectually  do,  without  putting  the  infant 
to  pain,  by  being  forcibly  rubbed  on, 
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It  only  remains  to  take  notice  of  the  black 
thrufh,  as  it  is  called,  which  is  confeiTedly  a 
very  uncommon  complaint  in  the  infant  ftate. 
The  late  Dr.  Armstrong  faid  he  had  never  met 
with  it  among  the  great  number  of  children 
brought  to  his  difpenfary.  I have  feenonly  two 
inftances  of  it,  which  were  in  ftrong  and  heal- 
thy children;  but  the  parts  were  not  perfectly 
black,  and  if  that  be  intended  by  the  name, 
thefe  cafes  might  not  be  precifely  that  com- 
plaint : they,  however,  both  proved  fatal.  Af- 
ter the  ftomach  and  bowels  have  been  cleanfed, 
I believe  the  decodh  cortic,and  confec.aromat. 
as  before  mentioned,  with  the  addition  of  tinc- 
ture of  fnakeroot,  is  the  moll  likely  medicine 
to  be  of  fervice.  The  bark  efpecially  fhould 
be  adminiftered  very  freely,  and  the  bowels  be 
kept  open;  which  is  more  fafely  done  by  rhu- 
barb, than  any  other  purge. 

Aphtha  Gangrenosa, 


TT he  Aphtha  Infantum  hath  been  generally 
regarded  as  an  idiopathic  difeafe ; but  I believe, 
that  every  other  fpecies  of  the  aphtha  has  been 
confidered  either  as  purely  fynjptomatic  of  fe- 
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veiydyfentery,  &c.  or  as  a critical  termination 
of  fome  acute  difordcr.  The  aphthous  affec- 
tion, which  I am  now  going  to  defcribe,  does 
not,  however,  feem  to  be  the  confcquence  of 
any  preceding  general  difeafe;  and  I am  in- 
clined to  believe,  that  it  is  the  caufe,  rather 
than  the  effect  of  thofe  febrile  fymptoms  which 
accompany  what  I fhall  call  by  the  name  of 
aphtha  gangrenofa. 

Thisdifeafemoft  commonly  attacks  children 
that  are  above  two  years  of  age,  and  I believe, 
rarely  after  nine,  unlefs  by  infection.  Its  firft 
-appearance  is  marked  by  a very  fpongy  hate  of 
the  gums,  and  a remarkable  tendernefs  of  the 
infide  of  the  cheeks  and  mouth.  Soon  after 
this,  little  aphthous  fores,  having  a dark  colour- 
ed furface,  appear  upon  the  gums,  the  infide 
of  the  lips,  and  upon  the  tongue:  fometimes, 
fimilar  ulcers  are  feen  upon  the  uvula  and  ton- 
hls ; but  this  is  not  always  the  cafe.  As  the 
difeafe  proceeds,  the  cheeks  become  flightly 
tumifled,  and  are  very  tender  when  touched  ; 
and  there  is  often  an  unufual  rednefs  upon  that 
portion  of  the  fkin  which  covers  the  lower  jaw. 
Befides  the  aphthae  which  appear  upon  the 
tongue,  that  part  is  ufually  much  furred,  and 
the  teeth  about  the  edges  of  the  gums  are  like- 
wife  covered  with  a blackifh  fur,*  the  breath  is 
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very  offenfive,  and  at  this  period,  the  difeafe 
is  highly  infectious,  even  to  adults.  In  the  pro- 
grefs  of  this  complaint,  the  fub-maxillary  glands 
become  enlarged,  and  (lightly  painful;  and 
there  is  generally  a preternatural  flux  of  faliva, 
which  isfometimes  difchargcd  in  conflderable 
quantities  from  the  very  beginning  of  theattack. 
Sometimes,  the  angles  of  the  mouth  are  found 
to  be  ulcerated,  but  this  is,  by  no  means,  a 
common  appearance. 

The  gangrenous  thrufh  is  always  accompa- 
nied with  conflderable  languor,  and  fenfe  of 
debility;  an  increafe  of  heat;  a fmall  quick 
pulfe;  the  appetite  is  impaired;  but  the  chil- 
dren do  not  deep  ill,,  and  they  are  often  chear- 
ful  and  active,  at  different  parts  of  the  day. 

The  difeafe  does  not  obferve  any  exact  pe- 
riods; fome  children  recovering  in  a fortnight, 
while  others  have  been  more  or  lefs  affected 
from  a month  to  fix  weeks* 

Formidable  as  the  appearance  of  this  difeafe 
may  be,  it  is  not  found  to  be  dangerous,  and 
the  remedies  are  obvious.  The  Infus.  cort. 
Cafcarillte,  warmed  with  Huxham’s  Tincff. 
cortic.  Peruv.  (hould  be  exhibited  three  or  four 
times  a day,  in  dofes  fuited  to  the  age;  and  the 
parts  frequently  vvafhed  with  the  decoct.  cort. 
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Peruv.  rendered  as  fharp  with  the  acid.  vitr. 
dilut.  as  children  can  bear  it. 

Eruptions  on  the  Skin. 

It  is,  by  no  means,  my  intention  to  enter 
largely  into  this  extenfive  fubjeCt,  but  imper- 
fectly underftood,  perhaps,  even  to  this  day,  at 
leaft  in  regard  toclallificationand  arrangement; 
though  in  refpeCt  to  children,  fufficiently  plain 
to  every  practical  ufe.  In  another  part  of  the 
work  I fhall  treat  of  the  fcall’d-head,  and  two 
or  three  other  troublefome  affeCtions  of  the 
fkin,bu  till  all  at  prefent  chiefly  confine  myfelfto 
eruptions  peculiar  to  infancy ; adverting  fir  ft 
of  all,  to  fuch  as  are  connected  with  the  ftate 
of  the  ffrft-pafTages.  The  earlieft  of  thefe,  is 


Scrophulus,  or  Red-Gum. 

This  is  an  effiorefcence  appearing  ufually  in 
fmall  fpots,  often  confined  to  the  face  and 
neck;  but  at  others,  it  extends  to  the  hands 
and  legs,  .and  even  the  whole  body,  appearing 
in  very  large  patches,  and  fometimes  raifed 
above  the  furface.  It  will  likewife  appear  in 
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the  form  of  fmall  puftules,  which  are  filled 
with  a limpid,  or  fometimesa  purulent,  or  yel- 
low liquor,  and  frequently  turn  dry  and  horny, 
and  fcale  off ; at  lead,  I have  never  known 
what  name  to  give  this  kind  of  eruption,  but 
that  of  a rank  red-gum,  as  it  happens  only  in 
the  month,  or  foon  afterwards,  and  never  gives 
any  trouble.  There  is  another  fpecies  as  fmall 
as  pins  heads,  or  even  their  points ; firmer 
than  the  former;  often  of  a pearl  colour,  and 
opake,  which  has  generally  been  accounted  a 
kind  of  red-gum  ; but  it  has  of  late  been  fug- 
gefted,  might  for  diftin&ion  fake,  be  termed 
the  white-gum .*  Every  fpecies  of  this  erup- 
tion, like  the  thrufh,  is  the  effe<5t  of  a predo- 
minant acid,  but  can  fcarcely  be  termed  acom- 
plaint,  beinga  kindly  exertion  of  nature  to  throw 
off  fome  acrimony ; confequently  an  evidence  of 
the  ftrength  of  the  conftitution,  as  the  thrufh 
is,  ufually,  of  its  weaknefs.  In  the  former 
nature  throws  off  the  offending  matter  on  the 
furface  more  completely  than  in  the  latter,  and 

* It  .is -to  this  complaint,  that  Vogelius  feemstogive  the 
name  of  achores  ; hot  the  old  writers  differ  in  this  refpedt — 
of  that  complaint,  however,  more  will  be  faid  in  another 
place,  when  fpeaking  of  diforders  deferibed  under  obiblet* 
terms. 
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therefore,  when  the  eruption  is  flight,  requires 
no  alii  fiance. 

On  this  account  it  is,  I apprehend,  that 
writers  have  not  ufuaily  taken  notice  of  it, 
though  it  fhould  feem  requifite,  both  on  ac- 
count of  the  various  appearances  of  it,  and 
efpecially  of  one  fpecies  more  rank  and  ex- 
tenfive  than  the  refi.  In  general,  it  is  necef- 
fary  only  to  give  a little  tefiaceous,  powder,  or 
magnefia,  according  to  the  ftate  of  the  bowels, 
and  to  keep  the  child  moderately  warm  ; other- 
wife  the  rafh  fl ri king  in,  the  acrimony  will  fall 
on  the  firfi-paflages,  and  be  fucceeded  by 
ficknef3,  or  purging,  (till  the  eruption  appears 
again  on  the  fkin)  or  not  unfrequently  by  the 
thrufh,  or  a flight  return  of  it,  if  the  child  has 
lately  recovered  from  it.  In  the  cafe  of  fick- 
nefs  at  the  ftomach,  or  any  difpofition  to  fits, 
upon  this  eruption  being  repelled,  fome  light 
cordial,  fuch  as  a few  drops  of  the  fpirit.  Am- 
monias comp,  fhould  be  given  two  or  three 
times  a day,  and  the  child’s  feet,  or  perhaps 
the  whole  body,  be  put  into  wrarm  water.  The 
Hate  of  the  fkin,  and  the  bowels  have  a pecu- 
liar confent,  and  on  this  account,  infants 
who  fe  firft-paflages  have  been  frequently  dif- 
ordered,  are  always  benefited  by  eruptions  on 
the  fkin ; and  in  fuch,  peculiar  cafe  is  ne- 
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ceffary  to  guard  againft  their  being  repelled, 
as  well  as  to  invite  their  return. 

Infants  are  peculiarly  liable  to  various  ano- 
malous kinds  of  rafh,  both  in  the  month,  and 
till  the  period  of  teething  is  over.  The  early 
ones  may  be  regarded  as  a fort  of  red-gum, 
and  children  who  are  moft  fubject  to  them, 
generally  have  their  bowels  in  a better  ftate  ; 
t|he  rafh  carrying  off,  as  has  been  faid,  the 
acidity  * wkh  which  they  fo  much  abound. 

It  maybe  remarked,  however,  that  when  in- 
fants at  the  bread:  are  inclined  to  frequent  re- 
turns of  fome  eruption,  if  the  child  be  always 
indifpofed  at  fuch  feafons,  the  rafh  will  often 
be  found  owing  to  fome  ill  quality  in  the  breaft- 
milk,  which  ought  therefore  to  be  examined, 
and  particularly  in  regard  to  its  tafte.  On 
fuch  occafions  I have  found,  that  milk  which 
has  been  above  a twelvemonth  old  has  con- 
tracted a very  unpleafant  flavour  ; and  that  up- 
on changing  the  Wet-nurfe,  a very  ill  looking 
rafh  has  immediately  abated,  and  has  foon  af- 
terwards entirely  difappeared,  together  with 
the  other  complaints. 

One  fpecies  of  thefe  early  rafhes  often  takes 
place  about  the  time  t>f  teething,  and  not  urn* 

* See  Harris,  pages  22,  23 
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frequently  at  the  decline  of  fevers  or  fcvere 
bowel  complaints ; mfomuch  that,  upon  a fud- 
den  appearance  of  it  during  a ferious  illnefs, 
I have  often  ventured  to  prognosticate  the  re- 
covery. This  ralh  very  much  refembles  the 
itch,  both  in  regard  to  the  little  watery  heads, 
and  foul  blotches  ; and  is  confined  to  no  par- 
ticular part  of  the  body,  though  it  appears 
more  frequently  about  the  face  and  neck.  In- 
deed, I have  been  the  whole  body  lb  covered  with 
it  (mixed  with  an  eruption  about  the  face,  of 
a different  appearance,  and  evidently  red-gum) 
that  in  a confultation,  it  has  been  by  fome 
taken  to  be  the  true  itch.  This  eruption  is 
certainly  falutary,  and  even  critical,  requires 
nothing  but  to  ayoid  taking  cold,  and  is  men- 
tioned only  becaufe  it  is  not  uncommon,  and 
has  alarmed  fuch  as  are  unacquainted  with  it. 

But  there  is  a very  common  rafh  that  calls 
for  more  attention,  and  to  which  medical 
writers  have  given  the  name  of  Crufta  Ladlea, 
or  Ladlumen,  which  has  a very  unpleafant  ap- 
pearance, but  is,  notwithstanding,  equally  in- 
nocent with  the  former,  and  even  prevents 
other  complaints.  I think  I never  faw  an  in- 
fant much  loaded  with  it,  but  it  has  always 
been  healthy,  and  cut  its  teeth  remarkably  wrell. 
Indeed,  it  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  fineft  children. 
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and  fuch  as  are  well  nourifhed ; whence  fome 
have  imagined  it  owing  only  to  the  richnefs 
of  the  milk.*  And  it  is  remarkable  in  this 
eruption,  that  howfoever  thick  and  long-con- 
tinued the  fcabs  may  be,  the  crufta  ladfea  never 
excoriates,  nor  leaves  any  fear  on  the  parts.  It 
may,  poffibly,  be  different  in  fome  other  cli- 
mates, though  I .cannot  guefs  for  what  rea- 
fon  it  fhould  be  fo  on  the  Continent:  it  is 
infifted  upon,  however,  by  Dr.  Caroli  Stack, 
as  well  as,  that  children  long  affedted  with  it 
become  unhealthy.  He  recommends  the  viola 
tricolor.  Linn,  of  which  a handful  of  the 
frefh,  or  half  a dram  of  the  dried  leaves,  is 
directed  to  be  boiled  in  half  a pint  of  cows 
milk,  and  ftrained  off.  This  quantity  of  the 
decodf  ion  is  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

The  crufta  ladtea  appears  firft  on  the  fore- 
head, and  fometirnes  on  the  fcalp,  often  ex- 
tends half-way  over  the  face  in  the  form  of 
large  loofe  fcabs,  w-hich  as  the  diforder  in- 
creafes,  appear  not  very  unlike  the  fmall-pox 
after  they  are  turned.  It  begins  with  white 
veficles,  larger  than  the  itch,  which,  foon  be- 
come of  a dark  colour ; to  which  fucceed  the 


* See  Astruc, 
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fcabs,  with  efflux  of  ichor,  and  great  itching 
of  the  affefted  parts,  fometimes  covering  the 
head,  and  it  is,  very  improperly,  faid  by  fome, 
the  whole  body.  It  is  alfo  faid  to  degenerate 
into  the  fcall’d  head;*  but  I have  never  feen 
any  thing  like  the  true  tinea  in  young  infants. 
It  is  fometimes  confounded  with  the  crufta  fer- 
piginofa,which  is  a much  more  obftinate  com- 
plaint. 

Very  little,  I believe,  is  necefflary  to  be  done; 
but  in  bad  cafes  a perpetual  blifter  is  fome- 
times of  fervice ; and,  further,  ufually  anfwers 
the  grand  purpofe  ofabatingthe  itching,  which 
in  fome  inftances  is  exceedingly  great:  for 
this  end,  however,  the  repetition  of  a blifter, 
if  needful,  is  preferable  to  keeping  one  con- 
ftantly  open.  If  the.  urine  becomes  turbid,  or 
fetid,  it  is  thought  the  rafh  will  be  of  fhort 
duration.  At  any  rate,  it  ufually  difappears  of 
itfelf  when  the  child  has  cut  three  or  four  teeth, 
though  it  may  fometimes  continue  for  feveral 
months,  and  in  a very  few  inftances  even  for 
years  : in  fuch  cafes,  the  Harrowgate , or  any  other 
fulpfrureous  water  will  have  a good  effecft; 
but'the  {hop-medicines  commonly  prefcribed 

* Tr aflat  ns  de  Morbis  Puerorwn.  Amjlolodami,  1760, 
Anonymous, 
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do  nothing.  I have  known  teStaceous  powders, 
calomel,  and  other  alteratives  administered  to 
no  purpofe,  as  people  of  rank  are  very  anxious 
to  have  it  removed,  if  it  be  poflible.  This 
rafh  will  now  and  then  make  its  apppearance 
very  early,  and  has  then  been  mistaken  by  thofe 
who  are  not  much  accuStomed  to  very  young 
children,  for  the  effects  of  the  venereal  difeafe. 
Though  it  has  been  Said,  that  it  ufually  dies 
off  upon  cutting  Some  teeth ; I have  known  it 
difappear  Suddenly  previoufly  to  any  teeth  be- 
ing cut,  and  after  Some  weeks  become  more 
violent  than  ever;  infants  remaining  all  the 
while  in  perfect  health. 

It  were  almoft  endlefs  to  enumerate  the 
various  kinds  of  rafh  to  which  infants  are  liable, 
but  I mean  chiefly  to  confine  my  remarks  to 
the  more  important,  or  rare  ones,  and  Such  as 
may  not  have  been  defcribed  by  preceding 
writers.  Among  Such  are  the  following,  whofe 
unufual  appearance  is  apt  to  perplex  Such  as 
are  not  accuftomed  to  fee  them, 

The  firSt  I fhall  notice  appears  chiefly'in 
teething  children,  very  much  refembles  the 
meafles,  and  has  been  Sometimes  mistaken  for 
it.  It  is  preceded  by  ficknefs  at  the  Stomach, 
but  is  attended  with  very  little  fever;  though 
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the  rafh  continues  very  florid  for  three  days, 
like  the  meafles,  but  does  not  dry  off*  in  the 
manner  of  that  difeafe.  It  requires  nothing 
more  than  the  teftaceous  powders,  orfometimes 
the  addition  of  a little  nitre  and  compound 
powder  of  contrayerva  ; with  a dofe  or  two  of 
rhubarb,  or  other  gentle  laxative,  on  the  going 
pff  of  the  rafh. 

At  this  period,  efpecially  whilfl:  the  double 
or  eye-teeth  are  cutting,  I have  noticed  a rafh 
which  at  its  firft  appearance  is  very  flmilar  to 
the  above,  and  has  likewife  been  miftaken  for 
the  meafles.  It,  however,  foon  fpreads  into 
larger  fpots  and  patches  of  a bright  red,  and 
afterwards  of  a darker  hue,  refembling  the  ill- 
looking  pettEchire  which  appear  in  bad  fevers ; 
but  is,  neverthelefs,  of  a benign  nature.  It  is, 
indeed,  attended  with  fome  fever,  ariflng,  pof- 
flbly,  from  the  irritation  occafioned  by  teeth- 
ing, and  has  been  followed  by  fmall  and  hard 
round  tumours,  on  the  legs,  which  foftening 
in  two  or  three  days,  always  appear  as  if  they 
would  fuppurate,  though  I believe  they  never 
do;  as  will  be  further  noticed  in  a firailar ap- 
pearance of  boils,  under  the  head  of  fever. 

The  treatment,  like  that  of  other  rafhes  a t 
this  period,  is  very  Ample,  requiring  little 
more  than  an  attention  to  the  Hate  of  the 
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bowels,  or,  perhaps,  a few  grains  of  the  com- 
pound powder  of  contrayerva,  unlefsthe  fever 
be  coniidcrable,  which  muft  then  be  treated 
according  to  the  directions  given  under  the  dif- 
ferent heads  of  fever,  and  dentition.  Should 
the  lumps  fucceeding  this  rafh,  not  begin  to 
die  away  in  three  or  lour  days,  a decoction  of 
the  hark  will  be  found  ufeful,  when  the  fever 
of  dentition  may  not  forbid  a recourfe  to  it. 

I have  feen  a third  kind  of  rafh,  in  appear- 
ance refembling  the  mealies,  and  like  it  cover- 
ing the  whole  body,  but  with  larger  interme- 
diate patches  like  the  eruption  in  the  fcarlet 
fever,-  w'hich  is  mentioned  more  for  its  uncom- 
monnefs,  which  might  prove  alarming,  than 
for  its  being  at  all  dangerous,  or  important. 
It  was,  however,  in  every  inflance,  preceded 
by  licknefs,  by  purging,  pain,  and  a little  fever; 
the  whole  fubfiding  upon  the  appearance  of  the 
rafh,  which  therefore  feemed  to  be  critical,  or 
at  lead,  like  fome  other  eruptions,  confecutive 
to  convalefcence. 

I have,  two  or  three  times  during  dentition, 
noticed  a rafh  that  has  fo  exadlly  rambled 
flea-bites,  having  even  a depreffed  point  in  the 
middle  of  the  elevated  fpot,  that  I could  not  be 
perfuaded  by  the  nurfes  account  that  it  had 
pot  been  occafioned  by  the  fling  of  fome  fuch 
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infed,  until  I had  made  repeated  obfervations, 
and  found  it  recurring  uniformly  a little  be- 
fore a tooth  has  been  cut. 

An  eruption  ftill  lefs  frequently  met  with 
than  molt  of  the  above,  appears  after  children 
have  cut  all  their  firft  teeth.  I know  not  what 
name  ought  to  be  given  to  this  kind  of  erup- 
tion, which  breaks  out  in  the  form  of  round 
lumps,  as  large  as  middle-lized  peas,  very 
hard,  with  a very  red  bafe,  and  white  at  the 
top,  as  if  they  contained  a little  lymph. 

They  come  out  fuddenly  without  previous 
licknefs  at  the  ftomach,  are  not  fore,  difpofed 
to  itch,  nor  ever  give  any  trouble,  and  are 
feldom  feen  but  on  parts  that  are  ufually  un- 
covered, and  are  fometimes  there  in  great 
numbers,  refembling  the  diftind  fmail-pox; 
but  are  harder,  more  inflamed,  and  lefs  purulent. 

Alarming,  as  well  as  unufual,  as  this  ap- 
pearance may  be,  I believe  the  eruption  is  al- 
ways perfedly  innoxious,  if  not  repelled  by 
cold,  or  improper  treatment;  and  will  dry 
away  in  three  or  four  days  : nothing  more  be- 
ing neceflary  than  the  little  remedies,  direded 
for  the  former,  and  to  keep  the  child  within 
doors,  if  the  weather  be  cold. 

An  eruption  of  an  appearance  equally  un- 
common, and  analogous  to  the  above,  I have 
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met  with  only  in  children  of  at  leaft  three  or 
four  years  of  age,  and  fuch  as  have  alfo  been 
affected  with  flight  fymptoins  of  fcrofula ; 
though  I have  not  feen  it  frequently  enough  to 
afcertain  its  being,  in  any  degree,  owing  to 
that  fpecific  virus.  It  breaks  out  fuddenly, 
covering  at  once  the  greater  part  of  the  body, 
but  occafioning  neither  pain  nor  itching  ; nor 
are  children  lick  at  the  ftomach  nor  otherwife 
ill  with  it,  though-  it  lalts  for  two  or  three 
weeks. 

This  eruption,  therefore,  like  fome  others, 
is  taken  notice  of  chiefly  for  its  lingular  ap- 
pearance, which,  though  fome  what  like  the 
nettle-ralh,  is  of  a different  figure,  but  may  be 
pretty  exactly  conceived  of  by  the  little  red 
lumps  fometimes  left  by  the  fmall-pox,  after 
they  are  turned,  and  alfo  rubbed,  or  picked 
off,  efpecially  after  the  chryltalline  or  warty 
fpecies,  and  where  the  puftules  have  been  pret- 
ty numerous. 

If  the  firlt-paffages  are  at  all  diffurbed,  my 
attention  is  principally  directed  to  them,  other- 
wife  to  the  ftate  of  the  fkinj  and  in  this  cafe, 
I have  ufually  directed  fmall  dofes  of  the  pulv0 
antimoniak  to  be  taken  for  a few  nights  at 
going  to  bed,  and  the  polychreft  fait  and  rhu- 
barb, occafionaily,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 
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with,  or  without,  the  addition  of  the  aqua  am- 
monias acetatae. 

In  the  courfe  of  a few  days  the  eruption  puts 
on  a darker  colour,  is  lcfs  prominent,  and  be- 
gins to  fcale  off  in  a branny  fcurf,  fomewhat 
like  the  mealies : but  fhould  no  fuch  change 
take  place,  the  vinum  antimonii  fhould  be 
taken  two  or  three  times  a day ; to  which,  if  no 
amendment  fhould  foon  be  perceived,  a few 
drops  of  the  tindlura  cantharidis  may  be  added ; 
a remedy  often  very  efficacious  in  diforders  of 
the  fkin,  but  fhould  be  adminiflered  with  cau- 
tion. 

An  eruption  with  every  appearance  of  the 
nettle-rqfh  fometimes  occurs  in  children,  and 
more  generally  under  twro  years  of  age,  and  is 
exceedingly  troublefome  to  the  infant,  as  well 
as  matter  of  furprife  to  thofe  about  it,  from  the 
fuddennefs  of  its  appearance.  .Children  going 
tombed  perfodtly  w*ell,  wake  very-  uneafy,  and 
frequently  continue  fcreaming,  forfome  time, 
before  the  caufe  is  difcovered  ; when  upon  ex- 
amining the  body,  and  the  lower  limbs,  they 
are  found  covered  with  large  wales,  refembling 
thofe  arifing  from  the  fling  of  nettles. 

The  EfTera,  or  Nettle-rafh,  is  attended,  per- 
haps, with  the  flighted  of  all  fevers,  though 
its  acceffion  is  fometimes  preceded  by  rigor* 
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licknefs  at  the  Stomach,  and  pains  in  the  head; 
especially  when  the  fudden  confequence  of  ex- 
pofure  to  a very  cold  wind  in  athletic  youths  ; 
but  is  never  dangerous,  and  only  where  it  may 
happen  to  continue  a very  long  time  can  demand 
particular  notice.  The  nettle-raSh  of  infants 
is  of  Still  lefs  importance ; and  the  fpecies  now 
under  confideration  requires  lefs  than  any 
other,  and,  indeed,  often  difappears  in  a few 
hours.  When  it  continues  longer,  a few  grains 
of  the  pulv.  contrayervas  comp,  or  other  of 
the  milder  abforbent  powders,  with,  or  with- 
out a few  drops  of  the  fpirit.  ammonite  comp, 
may  be  given  two  or  three  times  a day,  and  the 
bowels  kept  open. 

This  is,  probably,  a milder  fpecies  of  the 
nettle-raSh.  When  the  body  is  more  covered 
with  it,  and  it  continues  long,  a little  more 
care  is  required  to  prevent  its  being  repelled  ; 
and  if  it  Should,  the  tepid  bath,  and  light  cor- 
dials, as  before  mentioned.  Should  be  had  re- 
courfe  to,  in  order  to  procure  its  return  to  the 
furface;  which  is  always  of  the  greatest  confe- 
quence if  the  child  Should  continue  unwell. 

In  athletic  youths,  it  has  been  noticed,  the 
nettle-raSh  is  fometimes  attended  with  the 
ufual  fymptoms  of  fever;  during  which,  the 
patient  Should  be  confined  to  the  bed.  It  will 
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alfo  in  fome  inftances  become  chronical,  and  is 
then  not  always  eafy  of  cure.  The  following 
has  in  fuch  cafes  been  often  found  ufeful. 

R.  Hydrarg.  fulphuris  rubri  Radic. 

Serpentar.  Virg.  pulv.  3j.  Syrupi  fimpL  Q^S.  ut 
fiat  bolus,  bis  die  fumendus;  fuperbibendo 
hauft.  Infufi  flor.  fambuci. 

Amongft  rallies  attended  with  fome  little 
fever,  there  are  various  anomali,  and  one  re^ 
fembling  both  the  above,  and  the  febris  fcar- 
latina,  but  without  the  marked  fymptoms  of 
the  latter,  or  drying  off  in. branny  feales  in  the 
ufual  manner  of  that  eruption.  The  form  and 
colour  of  the  rafh  and  degree  of  fever,  how- 
ever, are  more  of  that  kind,  than  of  the  neu- 
tle-rafh. 

Another  rafh,  or  rather  eruption,  takes 
place  both  in  bowel  complaints  and  in  teething, 
refembling  thepemphylus  of  adults,  but  feems 
rather  to  be  what  the  old  writers  have  termed 
phly&aenae,  or  phlybfides,  and  always  appears 
to  be  beneficial.  It  confifts  of  vefications  or 
blifters,  of  different  fizes,  refembling  little 
fealds  or  burns, and  continues  forfeveral  days; 
They  come  out  in  different  parts,  but  chiefly 
on  the  belly,  ribs-,  and  thighs  ; and  contain  a 
fharp  lymph,  which  it  may  be  prudent  to  let 
out  by  a pun&ure  with  a needle,  efpecially 
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from  the  larger  ones.  No  medicine  is  necef- 
fary  but  fuch  as  the  particular  hate  of  th6 
bowels  may  call  for,  which  ufually  abound 
with  acidity  whenever  there  is  much  eruption 
on  the  fkin. 

An  eruption,  vulgarly  termed  fcorbufic,  in- 
felling  the  face  and  neck,  and  difcharging  a 
fharp  ichor  that  excoriates  wherever  it  runs, 
and  difficult  of  cure  by  chemical  alteratives, 
will  often  yield  in  a fhort  time  to  the  exprelfed 
juice  of  the  hum  aquaticum.  From  one,  to 
four  or  five  table  fpoonsfull  may  be  given, 
mixed  with  one  or  more  fpoonsfull  of  new 
milk,  three  times  a day,  according  to  the 
child’s  age,  and  the  hate  of  its  homach  ; tak- 
ing care,  at  the  lame  time,  to  keep  the  bowels 
open  by  fenDa-tea,  or  other  common  laxative. 

I have  feveral  times  met  with  an  eruption 
refembling  the.  pfora  of  the  Greeks , or  what  is 
called  amongh  us,  the  Grocer’s -itch;  whether 
depending  at  all  upon  the  weather,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  fay ; but  it  is  remarkable,  that  I have 
feen  it  chiefly  during  a cold  feafon,  and  have 
then  ufually  met  with  feveral  children  affedled 
with  it  about  the  fame  time.  It  often  begins 
about  the  arms  and  thighs,  but  always  extends 
foon  afterwards  to  other  parts,  and  frequently 
fpreads  quite  from  the  head  to  the  feet. 
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ft  appears  in  fome  parts  in  very  fmall  erup- 
tions like  the  points  of  pins,  with  watery  heads, 
and  in  other  parts,  as  large  as  peas,  and  fome- 
times  in  foul  blotches,  which  after  breaking, 
form  fores,  and  broad,  ugly  fcabs.  Thefe  die 
away,  and  the  like  appear,  fucceffively,  in  other 
parts,  fometimes  for  two  or  three  months,  leav- 
ing the  fkin  of  a dirty,  adult  hue.  In  other 
parts,  the  eruption  is  in  the  form  of  fmall, 
hardened  pimples,  which  do  not  break,  nor 
are  at  all  fore  to  the  touch. 

This  eruption  appears  alike  in  children  who 
have  cut  all  their  firft  teeth,  and  in  infants  at 
the  bread;  though  I have  happened  to  fee  it,  I 
think,  more  frequently  in  teething  children, 
and  it  then  feems  to  be  connected  with  denti- 
tion. And  this  has  appeared  pretty  evident, 
becaufe,  previous  to  my  being  acquainted  with 
the  remedies  bed  adapted  to  the  complaint, 
children  who  had  taken  a variety  of  medicines, 
and  continued  to  break  out  in  frefh  places, 
fuddenly  got  rid  of  the  eruption  altogether 
upon  my  lancing  the  gums,  and  three  or  four 
teeth  in  confeqence  coming  through. 

When  this  eruption  has  appeared  in  infants 
at  the  bread,  I have  feveral  times  known  the 
fuckling  mother  or  nurfe,  in  a few  weeks  after- 
wards break  out  in  like  manner  with  the  child.; 
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but  whether  by  accident,  or  from  contagion 
from  one  to  the  other,  I was  for  a long  time 
unable  to  afcertain  ; but  having  of  late  found 
it  fpreading  to  others  who  have  flept  with  the 
nurfe  or  child,  I have  now  no  doubt  of  its  be- 
ing contagious,  in  that  way  ; though  not  by  a 
morediftant  intercourfe. 

I wras  for  a while  much  puzzled  with  this  ill- 
looking  eruption,  the  long  continuance  of 
which  could  not  fail  to  be  very  diftrefling  to 
the  parents,  and  has  even  caufed  a fufpicion  to 
reft  on  the  wet-nurfe ; the  eruption  being  fome-*. 
times  fufpedted  to  be  the  itch,  and  at  others 
venereal ; which  it  certainly  is  not. 

It  has  been  always  benefited  for  a while  by 
wafhing  the  parts  with  two  drams  of  the  aqua 
kali  puri  in  a pint  of  water;,  which  I would 
always  recommend,  though  it  will  not  alone 
effedt  a cure.  Various  internal  remedies  alfo, 
which  remove  other  eruptions,  have  generally 
failed  in  this,  fuch  as  the  hydrargyrus  cum 
creta,  and  hydrargyrus  cum  fulphure,  given  in 
large  dofes  ; as  alfo  the  fium  aquaticum.  The 
external  application,  however,  of  an  ointment 
confiding  of  the  unguentum  fulphuris,  and  un- 
guentum  hydrargyri  nitrati,  with  a greater  or 
lefs  proportion  of  the  latter,  has  hitherto  never 
vol.  i.  H 
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failed  me,  together  with  the  internal  exhibi- 
tion of  one  or  other  of  the  forementioned  re- 
medies. In  fome  of  the  more  obftinate  cuta- 
neous affections,  and  particularly  in  this,  I have 
noticed  a fpontaneous  purging  taking  place 
upon  the  decline  of  the  rafh,  and  have  always 
accounted  it  a good  fign;  having  never  obferv- 
ed  the  child  to  be  weakened  by  the  purging, 
though  it  has  fometimes  continued  exceffive 
for  two  or  three  weeks. 

I shall  clofe  this  account  with  the  deferip- 
tion  of  an  eruption  that  is  fingulanenough,  re- 
iembling  very  much  the  herpes,  or  broad  ring- 
worm, or  the  aduff-coloured  fpots  left  on  the 
face  after  an  attack  of  St.  Anthony’s  fire.  I 
have  feen  it  in  Various  parts,  but  I think  only 
on  fuch  as  are  more  or  lefs  liable  to  be  fretted 
by  fome  part  of  the  infant’s  drefs,  efpecially 
' on  the  nates  and  contiguous  parts  covered  by 
the  cloths  ; where  the  blotches  are  always  the 
broadeft  and  mod  rank.  Were  it  to  appear 
no  where  elfe,  it  would  feem  to  be  occafioned 
by  fome  fharpnefs  of  the  urine  and  ftools,  as 
the  fkin  has  fometimes  a very  heated  appear- 
ance, though  the  eruption,  I believe,  is  not  at 
all  painful.  It  frequently  breaks  out  before  the 
period  of  teething,  but  the  bowels  are  gene- 
rally fome  what  difordered,  and  the  ftools  voided 
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very  green,  or  elfe  become  fo  very  foon  after- 
wards. This  I take  to  be  one  of  thofe  erup- 
tions occafioned  by  fome  bad  quality  of  the 
breaft-milk,  as,  I think,  I have  never  met 
with  it  but  in  young  infants  whofe  nurfes  milk 
has  been  old,  and  has  alfo  contracted  a very 
difagreeable  tafte.  If  that  fhould  not  be  the 
cafe,  the  rafh  will  probably  require  nothing 
but  the  light  abforbent  medicines  before  men- 
tioned, and  to  guard  againft  conftipation.  But 
if  thefe  means  fhould  not  fucceed  in  a fhort 
time,  the  nUrfe  ought  to  be  changed,  left  fome 
worfe  confequence  fhould  enfue,  as  will  be 
noticed  under  the  head  of  convulfiorts. 

In  all  the  eruptive  complaints  of  infants, 
taking  cold  ought  to  be  carefully  avoided,  and 
great  caution  be  ufed  in  regard  to  all  external 
applications,  as  well  as  keeping  the  belly  open. 
If  the  child  is  lick  at  the  ftomach,  a little  mag- 
nefia,  or  teftaceous  powder,  with,  or  without* 
the  addition  of  the  pulv.  contrayervce  comp, 
may  be  given  now  and  then ; or  fhould  the 
ralh  be  haftily  ftruck  in,  and  the  child  be  ill, 
the  remedies  before  mentioned  fhould  be  had 
recourfe  to.  The  reader  is  reminded  of  this, 
from  the  great  importance  of  attending  to 
fuch  retroceftion ; as  I have  known  it,  in  a 
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previoufly  healthy  child  of  only  fix  months 
old,  followed  not  only  by  vomitings  and  purg- 
ing, but  by  a rapid  decline;  and  upon  exam- 
ining the  body  after  death,  the  lungs  have 
been  found  as  replete  with  tubercles,  as  I have 
ever  feen  them  at  a more  advanced  age.  In- 
flances  of  fo  great  marks  of  difeafe  have,  how- 
ever, occured  to  me  only  in  families  inclined 
to  fcrofulous,  or  heblical  affections. 

Should  any  fcabs  become  very  dry  and  hard, 
which  the  cruffa  ladtea,  for  example,  will 
fometimes  be,  efpecially  when  they  extend  to 
the  crown  of  the  head,  and  feem  to  give  pain, 
they  may  be  touched  with  a little  cream,  or 
* with  oil  of  almonds  mixed  with  a few  drops 
of  the  aqua  kali ; but  not  a large  furface  at  a 
time.  Or  fhould  they  be  very  moift,  and  caufe 
pain  by  flicking  to  the  cap,  they  may  be  dufled 
with  a little  common  powder,  or  w7ith  the  flos 
fulphuris,  and  covered  with  a finged  rag.;  but 
I fhould  be  very  cautious  of  doing  much  more 
with  deficcative  applications,  for  the  reafons 
above  mentioned,  efpecially  during  the  time 
of  teething. 

Sore  Ea  rs. 
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{Slight  blifters  and  ulcerations  behind  the 
ears  of  infants  are  very  common,  and  in  general 
require  only  to  be  wafhed  with  cold  water,  or 
covered  with  a finged  rag,  to  keep  the  cap 
from  flicking  to  them,  and  thereby  giving  the 
child  pain.  They  are,  moreover,  very  often 
beneficial,  efpecially  during  bowel  complaints* 
or  the  irruption  of  the  teeth  ; and  will  fome- 
times  get  well  and  break  out  again  into  very 
foul  fores,  feveral  times,  without  any  caufe  of 
alarm.  But  there  is  in  fome  children  of  a 
grofs  habit  of  body,  and  efpecially  about  the 
time  of  teething,  a fpecies  of  ulcer  that  often 
requires  attention,  on  account  of  its  extending 
low  down  in  the  neck,  occasioning  great  pain, 
and  fpreading  into  large  and  deep  fores ; info- 
much  that  a gangrene  has  fometimes  come  on, 
and  even  the  proceffus  maftoideus  become  cari- 
ous. Here  fomentations  will  be  neceffary, 
efpecially  thofe  of  bark ; and  its  powder  fliould 
be  adminftered  internally.  Such  cafes,  how- 
ever, do  not  often  occur ; but  whenever  the 
fores  are  large  and  painful,  fomentations  of 
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white  poppy  heads  boiled  in  milk,  will  be  be.* 
neflcial.  If  fuch  ulcers  are  very  foul,  the  cure 
fhould  be  begun  by  a blifter  on  the  back,  in 
order  to  draw  off  the  heated  fcrum  that  flows 
to  the  parts,  Where  the  bark  has  not  been 
indicated,  I have  ufually  given  an  opening 
powder  of  teftacea  and  rhubarb,  with  a little 
nutmeg,  or  fometimes  nitre,  to  which  is  added 
either  calomel,  cinnabar  of  antimony,  or  hy- 
drargyrus  cum  fulphurc;  the  latter  of  which, 
I think  I have  found  more  ferviceable  in  fome 
eruptive  complaints  in  young  children,  than 
feems  to  be  imagined  > but  then  it  mull  be  ad- 
tniniftercd  in  much  larger  dofes  than  it  ufu- 
ally is.  But  above  all,  if  this  fpecies  of  ulcer 
be  not  foon  difpofed  to  heal  after  fuch  treat- 
ment, fome  mercurial  application  fhould  be 
made  ufe  of,  which,  though  the  fores  are  often 
apparently  inflamed,  never  offends  them.  A 
very  clean  and  elegant  preparation  of  this 
kind  is  the  following. 

R.  Calomelan.  3j  ad  ^ij. 

Ung.  Sambuci  m.  ft.  linimentum. 

A little  of  this,  liniment  fpread  on  each  fide 
of  a piece  of  doubled  linen-cloth,  and  applied 
twice  a day,  will  do  more  than  all  the  fomenta- 
tion?,# healing  ointments,  that  I have  ever  feen 
tifed  j and  indeed  has  always  fucceedcd  with 


Abscess  within  the  Ear. 


103 


me,  though  I have  often  been  told,  that  the 
fores  had  fpread  deeper  from  day  to  day  under 
various  other  applications.  From  fuch  treat- 
ment I have  never  found  the  leaft  ill  checks, 
but  children  have  preferved  their  health  as 
well  as  if  the  fores  had  kept  open ; which, 
when  benign,  are  certainly  defigned  by  na- 
ture as  a prefervative  from  other  complaints, 
efpecially  thofe  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels, 
which  will  prefently  be  noticed. 


Abscess  within  the  Ear. 

It  is  not  uncommon  to  n^eet  with  fetid  dis- 
charges from  the  internal  ear,  either  with,  or 
without  inflammation,  and  external  forenefs  ; 
but  this  is  ufually  in  children  of  one  or  more 
years  old,  rather  than  very  young  infants.  If 
a little  cooling  phyflc,  and  wiping  out  the 
matter  frequently,  fhould  not  remove  the  com- 
plaint, deterflve  inje&ions  fhould  be  u fed,  and 
fome  one  of  the  w^arm  acouflics,  dire&ed  for 
deafnefs,  be  afterwards  dropped  into  the  ear. 
The  child  fhould  alfo  be  made  to  lie,  as  much 
as  may  be,  on  the  affe&ed  fide,  that  the  dis- 
charge may  have  a free  vent. 
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Should  the  quantity  and  fetor  of  the  matter 
be  increafed,  a blifter  ihould  be  kept  open  on 
the  nape  of  the  neck,  a few  purges  of  calomel 
be  taken,  and  on  the  intermediate  days,  the 
hydrargyrus  cum  fulphure.  But  above  all,  in 
the  word:  cafes,  fumigations  with  the  hydrar-* 
gyrus  fulphuratus  ruber,  and  hydrargyrus  cum 
fulphure  mixed  together,  fhould  be  made  ufe 
qf  morning  and  evening;  from  which  I have 
feen  the  beft  effedts  when  the  difcharge  and 
fetor  have  been  very  great,  and  the  ulcer  of 
Jong  Handing. 


Vomitus,  or  Vomiting, 

I come  now  to  the  feveral  diforders  'of  the 
alimentary  canal,  which  have  been  faid  to  be 
fo  materially  connected  with  eruptive  com- 
plaints ; and  firft,  of  thofe  of  the  ftomach. 

Vomiting  is  certainly  not  a common  com- 
plaint of  infants,  I mean  when  confidered  as 
a difeafe>  unlefs  it  be  attendant  upon  fome 
other,  of  which  it  is  then  rather  a fymptom, 
or  the  confequence  of  fuch  difeafe  improperly 
treated.  Neither  are  infants  in  health  difpofed 
to  vomit  frequently,  unlefs  the  ftomach  is 
overloaded  ; the  milk  is  then  ufually  ejedted  as 
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foon  as  it  is  taken,  and  comes  up  unchanged. 
Nor  is  this  to  be  coniidered  as  a difeafe,  or  as 
calling  for  the  difcipiine  recommended  by 
fome  writers.  Wherefore  fhould  the  refidue 
of  the  aliment  be  forced  off  the  ftomach  by 
an  emetic,  when  nature  has  already  parted  with 
all  the  oppreffive abundance?  Thisfpontaneous 
puking  is  not  attended  with  any  violence  to 
the  ftomach : the  milk,  or  other  food*  feems  to 
come  up  without  any  fenfible  addon  of  the 
part,  or  the  child  being  fick.  Nay,  it  is  at 
once  fo  common  to  fome  of  the  fined  children, 
that  it  is  a faying  with  fome  experienced  nurfes, 
that  a puking  child  is  a thriving  child ; and 
when  fuch  ejedion  comes  only  foon  after  fuck^ 
ing  or  feeding,  and  the  aliment  is  cad  up 
fcarcely  changed,  matter  of  fad  verifies  the 
obfervation.*  I have  even  known  clotted 
blood  thrown  up,  without  any  apparent  effort, 
in  an  infant  not  two  days  old,  and  without  the 
lead  ill  effed. — But  if  the  food  remains  fome 
time  on  the  ftomach,  it  will  then  be  thrown 
up  in  a curdled  date,  which  is  an  indication 
to  attend  to  it,  if  it  happens  frequently.  Not 
that  the  milk  ought  not  to  curdle  on  the  do- 
rnach,  which  it  always  mud^  in  order  to  a due 


* See  Primeros;  De  Morbis  Infant. 
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reparation  of  its  component  parts,  and  is  the 
chief,  if  not  the  only  digeftion,  it  undergoes 
in  the  ftomach.  The  whey  and  the  rich  oil 
sire,  there  feparated  from  the  curdy  and  earthy 
particles,  the  former  being  taken  up  by  the  lac- 
teals,*  is  converted  into  blood;  whilft  the  bulk 
of  the  latter  is  carried  down  and  expelled  with 
the  other  excrementitious  parts  of  the  food,  and 
gaftric  juices,  for  which  nature  has  no  longer 
any  ufe.  This  curdling  of  the  milk,  therefore, 
is  the  natural  courfe  of  digedion,  though  many 
writers  have  not  been  diffidently  attentive  to  it, 
and  Harris  has  aflerted,  that  it  is  owing  to  a 
predominant  acid;  implying,  that  an  undue 
acid  is  the  onlycaufe  of  the  feparation;  which  it 
certainly  is  not.  It  may,  indeed,  occafion  it  to 
take  place  too  fuddenly,  and  give  rife  to  vari- 
ous ill  confequences : although  fuch  feparation 
ought  to  be  made,  as  the  natural  and  proper 


* It  is  not  intended  in  this  place  to  fpeak  withphyfiological 
accuracy,  but  in  a mere  reference  to  the  firft  digeftion : in 
thcfecond,  indeed,  it  is  probable,  that  fome  portion  of  eve-, 
ry  conflituent  part  of  our  food  maybe  further  prepared  to 
become  nutritious ; the  thinner  ferving  to  renew  the  finer 
parts  of  our  fyflem,  and  the  groffer,  fuch  as  the  earthy  par- 
ticles, &c.  more  adapted  to  the  renovation  of  the  mufclcs, 
tendons,  bones,  &c.  may  be  depofited  in  tlicie  parts. 
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effedt  of  mixing  duly  with  the  gaftric  juice. 
When  infants,  therefore,  not  over-fed,  throw 
up  the  milk  uncurdled,  after  it  has  been  fome 
time  in  the  ftomac'h,  it  is  always  a worfe  fign. 
But  when  the  milk  comes  up  in  a curdled  ftatc, 
it  proves  that  the  ftomach  having  digefted 
what  it  has  received,  hath  not  power  to  pulh  it 
forward  into  the  bowels,  and  therefore  throws 
up  a part  of  it.*  If  this  be  the  cafe,  the  fto- 
mach  may  perhaps  require  to  be  emptied  of  its 
whole  contents,  which  may  then  be  eafily  done 
by  giving  a little  warm  water,  or  chamomile 
tea.  The  caufe  of  the  indigeftion  was  an  ac- 
cidental repletion ; that  removed,  together 
with  the  confequent  foulnefs,  or  bad  juices  of 
the  ftomach,  the  effedt  alfo  will  generally  ceafe, 
and  unlefs  the  vomiting  returns,  from  any  fur- 
ther injury  the  repletion  may  have  occafioned, 
jt  requires  nothing  more.  To  diftrefs  the 
child,  on  every  fuch  occalion,  with  a ficken- 
jng  emetic,  or  drench  it  with  rhubarb  and  mag- 
nefta,  is  as  needlefs  as  it  would  be  to  awake  a 
patient  out  of  a found  deep  to  give  him  an  opi- 
ate. Only  Jet  the  child  faft  a little  after  hav- 

* I have  known  a child  throw  up  'a  piece  of  curd  full  as 
large  as  the  thumb  of  a groWn  perfon,  and  as  firm  as  a piece 

dough  } and  be  perfectly  well  the  next  minute. 
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ing  emptied  the  ftomach  of  its  load,  and  the 
mirfe  be  careful  not  to  overfil  it  for  the  future, 
and  it  will  rarely  want  any  other  affiftance. 

If  the  vomiting,  on  the  other  hand,  has  arifen 
from  acrid  diet,  a little  further  difcipline  may 
be  requifite,  becaufe  fome  half-digeftcd  food 
has  got  into  the  bowels,  perhaps  for  feverai 
days  together.  In  this  cafe,  a gentle  laxative, 
and  change  of  food  for  one  of  a milder  kind,  is 
all  that  is  generally  neceffary  ; or  if  there  be  a 
prevailing  acidity  in  the  ftomach,  either  the 
teftaceous  powders,  or  magneiia,  (according 
to  the  ftate  of  the  bowels)  may  be  mixed  with 
the  food,  or  be  otherwife  adminiftered  for  two 
or  three  days,  as  the  occafionmay  require.  Or 
a drop  or  two  of  the  aqua  kali,  or  a little  Caf- 
tile,  or  almond  foap,  are  excellent  remedies, 
efpecially  when  the  ftools  are  unufually  green, 
or  clayey;  not  only  as  they  will  tend  to  cor- 
rect acidity,*  butpromote  the  fecretion  of  bile, 
as  well  as  a generous  warmth  in  the  firft- 
paftages,  and  affift  the  digeftion.  For  which 
purpofes  alfo,  myrrhe,  though  an  obfolete,  is 

* It  is  well  known,  how  fmall  a quantity  of  foap  put  into  a 
churn  will  prevent  a due  reparation  of  the  component  parts 
of  the  milk,  lb  as  to  allow  very  little,  or  no  butter  .to  be 
made;  whereas,  a little  vinegar  effects  the  reparation  almoll 
inllantaneoully,  and  laves  a vail  deal  of  trouble. 


Vomiting. 


109 


an  excellent  remedy,  when  infants  are  a few 
months  old.  Should  the  vomiting  be  a fymp- 
tom  attending  fome  other  difeafe,  its  remedy 
will  turn  on  the  proper  treatment  of  its  caufe. 
Should  it  follow  upon  a fuppreflion  of  dis- 
charge behind  the  ears,  and  more  efpecially  it 
confequent  upon  the  ufeofdrying  applications, 
a return  of  the  difcharge  fhould  be  folicited. 
Or  if  the  caufe  be  the  fudden  difappearance  of 
fome  eruption  on  thefkin,  its  appropriate  re- 
medies muff  be  employed  ; and  the  infant  be 
put  to  bed  : and  if  the  vomiting  continues, 
an  emetic  fhould  be  given,  and  afterwards  a 
bliftcr,  or  warm  plaifter,  applied  to  the  pit  of 
the  ftomach ; or  fome  light  cordial  be  ad- 
miniftered. 

Dr.  A.  Home  * flrongly  recommends  the 
following, 

R.  Decob:.  Cort.  Peruv.  ^ij. 

Syrupi  Papaver.  alb.  ^ij. 

Ft.  Miftura,  cujus  fumatur  Cochleare 
minimum,  vel  Infantum  fecunba  quaq.  hora. 

* On  the  Difeafes  of  Children,  1776.  Though  this  work 
has  been  fo  long  publifhed,  I did  not  happen  to  fee  it  until 
my  laft  Edition  was  in  the  prefs.  It  contains  many  remarks 
that  do  the  author  great  credit,  confideriftg  the  time  in  which 
it  was  written ; but  it  is  very  deficient  in  difcriminating  the 
ages  of  children,  and  the  adjuftiug  the  dofe  proper  for  them, 
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Having  mentioned  emetics,  I fhall  take  this 
occaflon  to  obferve,  that  the  choice  of  them 
will  be  always  belt  determined  by  the  nature 
of  the  complaints  for  which  they  are  adminif- 
tered.  In  thofe  of  the  firft-paflages,  ipecacu- 
anha is  generally  the  bell;  but  if  a fever  fhould 
attend,  or  it  be  wifhed  to  promote  a gentle 
perfpiration,  thofe  of  antimony  are  preferable  ; 
or  laftly,  in  diforders  of  the  breaft,  the  oxymel, 
conferve,  or  tindture  of  fquills. 

But  a more  troublefome  vomiting  will 
fometimes  arife  in  unhealthy  children,  from 
too  great  a fenflbility,  or  too  great  an  irritabi- 
lity of  the  nerves  of  the  ftomach.  Such  me- 
dicines are  then  indicated  as  will  brace,  or 
ftrengthen  that  organ,  and  abate  its  fenfibility. 
For  the  former,  a cold  infufion  of  the  bark,  or 
of  chamomile  flowers,  with  orange  peel  and 
ginger,  and  fometimes  a little  rhubarb : for 
the  latter,  a faline  mixture  with  a drop  or  two 
of  laudanum.  And  the  benefit  of  thefe  may 
be  increafed  by  aromatic  and  fpirituous  fomen- 
tations to  the  pit  of  the  ftomach,  or  by  the 


even  where  mercury  and  opium  enter  into  the  compofition ; 
a negleft  of  the  greater  importance  as  lie  writes  profefledly 
for  female  readers. 


Vomiting. 


i r i 


jabdanum  plainer,  with  a little  theriaca  added 
to  it.  Alfo  the  following, 

R.  Gum  maftic.  eled. 

Stor.  calamin. 

Pulv.  Nuc.  Fr.  Myrifticce 

Fol.  Myrti 

Flor.  Balauft.  aa  5j, 

Cerae  atque  Tereb.  aa  S.  ut  ft.  Em- 
plaftrum,  alutae  inducendum. 

R.  Ung.  fimpl.  giij  . 

Olei  Macis  (did:.) 

Rorifmarini  aa  9 B. 

Balf.  Peruv.  9ij. 

M.  F.  Unguent,  quo  tot  quotidie  Regio 
Stomachi  atque  Umbilici  calide  inungatur, 
fupraponendo  ulterius  morfum  lanulae. 

Lastly,  a vomiting  may  arife  from  a ftran- 
gulated  hernia.  When  therefore,  fcarcely  any- 
thing is  found  to  ftay  on  the  ftomach,  or  all 
the  above  remedies  fail  to  remove  a frequent 
difpofition  to  vomit,  praditioners  will  be  aware 
of  it,  and  make  a due  examination  of  the  fe^> 
veral  parts  where  ruptures  appear. 
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Cardialgia,  or  Inflammation  of  the 
Stomach. 

T ms  is  a difeafe  very  feldom  met  with,  1 
believe,  in  this  country,  but  is  common  in 
France , as  appears  by  a paper  read  before  the 
Royal  Society  of  Medicine , in  Paris , by  Mr. 
Saillant;  and  is  faid  to  attack  children  of 
four  or  five  years  of  age. 

The  pathognomonic  fymptoms  of  this  dif- 
eafe are,  great  pain  in  the  region  of  the  fto- 
mach,  fometimes  recurring  every  quarter  of 
an  hour ; violent  contortions  of  the  child  * and 
the  application  of  a hand  to  the  feat  of  the  dif- 
eafe. Mr.  Saillant  in  the  firft  indance  fuf- 
pecded  thefe  fymptoms  to  be  owing  to  worms, 
and  prefcribed  accordingly ; but  that  child 
dying  in  a few  days,  the  body  was  afterwards 
opened,  and  the  prefence  of  genuine  inflam- 
mation of  the  ftomach,  and  of  a part  of  the 
intedinal  canal  was  clearly  demondrated. 

The  treatment  of  this  dreadful  difeafe  is, 
however,  reprefented  as  very  Ample,  confid- 
ing only  in  cooling  and  laxative  remedies,  which 
when  adminidered  in  good  time,  are  faid  to 
be  ufually  fuccefsful.  For  this  purpofe,  Mr. 
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Saillant  has  generally  adminiftcrcd  the  juice 
of  lettuce,  by  fpoonsful,  every  hour  ; an  idea 
he  took  up  from  Baglivi,  who  directed  the 
juice  of  the  fow-thiftle  in  the  hemitritus,  un- 
der fymptoms  analogous  to  thofe  of  the  car- 
dialgia.  The  juice  of  lettuce  was  generally 
found  to  relieve  the  pains  in  a fhort  time,  and 
fome  infants  who  had  been  judged  to  be  in  1 
hopelefs  Bate,  and  even  at  the  point  of  death, 
were  perfectly  recovered* 

Mr.  Andrij  has  done  me  the  kindnefs  of 
acquainting  me,  that  he  has  fometimes  met 
with  this  complaint  in  the  hofpice  des  infans 
tr oaves,  efpecially  during  the  fummer,  and  at 
fuch  other  times  as  infants  have  been  obliged 
to  continue  there  without  the  breafl,  for  the 
want  of  wet-nurfes,  (who  are  ufually  otherwife 
engaged  in  the  harveft  and  vintage  feafons;)  as 
well  as  during  a hard  froft.  In  the  inftances  Mr* 
Andrij  has  feen,  the  infants  were  found  to 
vomit  up  every  thing  that  was  given  them 
which  it  is  probable,  mult  generally  be  the 
cafe  where  the  ftomach  is  actually  inflamed* 
In  fuch  inftances,  perhaps,  fomentations,  or  a 
blifter,  to  the  flomach,  and  the  ufe  of  a warm- 
bath,  together  with  caftor-oil,  or  other  demul- 
cent laxative,  ought  alfo  to  be  made  trial  of. 
vol.  1.  I 
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Tormina,  or  Gripes. 

The  Gripes  is  a very  common  term  arnongff 
nurfes,  and  fome  writers  on  children’s  difeafes 
have  treated  of  it  under  a diftindt  head ; but 
this  ferves  to  perplex  matters,  inflead  of  ex- 
plaining them.  If  a child  be  not  hungry,  nor 
hurt  by  fome  parts  of  its  drefs,  there  will  al- 
ways be  fymptoms  attending  to  account  for  its 
crying,  and  other  expreffions  of  pain.  The 
caufe  is,  indeed,  very  commonly  in  the  bowels, 
and  may  be  increafed  by  coftivenefs  and  wind, 
which  have  already  been  treated  of,  but  more 
commonly  manifefts  itfelf  by  a purging,  which 
comes  next  in  order  to  be  confidered.  I fhall 
only  previouily  obferve,  that  children  when 
very  much  griped,  fometimes  refufe  taking 
the  bread:,  though  offered  them  repeatedly, 
when  placed,  in  the  ufual  manner,  on  the 
nurfe’s  arm,  but  will  take  it,  neverthelefs, 
very  readily  if  they  are  held,  upright,  before 
her. — The  reafon  of  this,  perhaps,  is,  that  the 
offenfive  and  irritating  matters  in  the  ftomach 
then  defeend  from  the  cardia,  which  is  exceed- 
ingly fenfible  from  its  numerous  nerves. 
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Diarrhcea. 

Under  the  article  of  vomiting  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  frequent  puking  is  oftentimes  an  at- 
tendant upon  fome  other  complaint,  and  then 
demands  a peculiar  attention,  and  is  to  be 
treated  agreeably  to  the  nature  of  fuch  com- 
plaints ; and  there  is  perhaps,  none  which  it 
more  frequently  accompanies  than  a diarrhoea. 

Vomiting  and  purging  very  often  arife 
from  unwholefome  milk  or  other  food,  and 
from  a moift  cold  air,  as  well  as  from  the  hid- 
den difappearance  of  fome  eruption  on  the  fkin. 
The  purging  is  not  then  hafbily  to  be  flopped, 
nor  even  abforbent  powders  to  be  given,  till 
the  offenfive  matter  be  fir  ft  carried  off;  and  if 
a vomiting  attend,  the  cure  fhould  begin  by 
adminiftering  an  emetic.  But  though  the 
purging  ought  not  to  be  checked  without  pre- 
vious evacuations,  nor  to  be  flopped  haftily,  - 
yet  it  is  not  to  be  treated  with  a daily  exhi- 
bition of  rhubarb,  which,  though  a common 
pracftice  with  many,  ferves  to  prolong  a purg- 
ing after  thecaufe  has  been  removed,  by  keep- 
ing up  a continued  ftimulus.  The  diarrhcea, 
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indeed,  is  a complaint  often  as  difficult  to  treat 
as  any  in  the  infant  ftate,  and  is  therefore  wor- 
thy of  particular  notice.  In  a general  way  it 
may  be  laid,  that  a fufficient  dofe  or  two  of 
rhubarb  fhould  be  adminiftered  in  the  begin- 
ning, and  afterwards  abforbents.  If  the  purg- 
ing fhould  ftill  continue,  an  emetic  will  be 
neceffary,  as  purges  do  not  always  lie  long 
enough  in  the  ftomach  to  carry  off  the  offen- 
five  matter  it  contains.  After  this,  it  is  often 
neceffary,  that  the  child  be  purged  again ; for 
it  fhould’  be  always  remembered,  that  many 
complaints  of  infants,  whether  feated  only  in 
the  firft-paffages,  or  attended  with  fever,  will 
frequently  feem  to  be  giving  way  upon  pro- 
curing ftools  freely,  but  will  foon  return  if  the 
fame  means  be  not  repeated,  till  the  whole 
irritating  matter  be  carried  down.  Should 
fuch  repetition«fail  of  fuccefs,  though  the  diet 
has  been  carefully  attended  to,  the  ufe  of  them 
at  prefent  fhould  be  laid  afide,  and  recourfe 
be  again  had  to  abforbents,  and  if  there  be  no 
fever,  to  light  cordials,  and  even  to  opiates ; 
without  the  latter  of  which,  many  bowel  com- 
plaints will  not  admit  of  a laffing  cure,  owing 
to  the  great  irritability  of  infants.  Such  me- 
dicines are  not,  indeed,  very  often  required 
till  children  are  fome  months  old  : but  when 
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they  are  found  neceflary,  not  only  may  fyrup 
of  white  poppies,  but  even  laudanum  be  given 
with  the  mod  perfect  fafety  ; though  from  the 
time  of  Galen,  (who  cautions  againft  giving 
theriaca  to  children)  till  of  later  years,  many 
phylicians  have  been  fearful  of  directing  them, 
(arguing  from  their  abufe  againft  their  ufe) 
and  efpecially  Harris,  who  in  other  refpefts^ 
has  written  fo  well  on  their  difeafes.  I re^. 
member  being  called  to  fee  an  infant  of  only 
two  days  old,  who,  through  a miftake,  had 
taken  fome  hours  before,  four  drops  of  lauda- 
num. The  parents  were  greatly  alarmed  at 
the  child’s  lying  in  a comatofe  ftate,  without 
being  able  to  take  the  bread:  or  open  its  eyes. 
I advifed  therefore  only  to  get  a little  breaft- 
milk  down  with  a tea-fpoon,  and  encouraged 
them  to  believe  that  the  laudanum  would  do 
no  kind  of  harm  ; the  infant  having  no  difor- 
der  for  which  that  medicine  was  improper. 
Accordingly,  though  the  child  lay  fleeping 
above  fix  and  thirty  hours,  it  afterwards  awoke 
perfe&ly  well.— This  is  mentioned,  however, 
only  by  way  of  encouragement  to  fuch  as  may 
be  fearful  of  adminiftering  opiates  even  where 
they  are  neceflary.  They  are,  neverthelefs, 
very  powerful  medicines,  and  ftiould  be  pre- 
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fcribed  with  due  caution  for  patients  of  every 
age,  and  efpecially  for  infants.  A li  V^aution 
may  be  neceffary  in  regard  to  cordials,  which 
are,  neverthelefs,  in  many  cafes  equally  pro- 
per, notwithftanding  a modern  prejudice  a- 
gainft  them.  There  is  a certain  coldnefs  and 
languor  in  infants  when  they  are  ill,  efpe- 
cially under  fome  bowel  complaints ; and 
whenever  they  may  be  in  that  Fate,  that  clafs 
of  medicines  will  have  a very  happy  effedt. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  however,  that  a purg- 
ing is  not  always  a difeafe.  The  bow'els  are 
the  great  natural,  and  critical  outlet  in  in- 
fants, as  the  pores  of  the  fkin,  and  the  kid- 
neys are  in  adults ; although  in  both,  from 
their  vafl  extent  of  furface,  they  fpread  a very 
broad  mark  for  the  fhafts  of  difeafe.  Not  the 
mere  difcharge  therefore,  but  the  caufe  of  it 
is,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  be  removed,  and 
the  ill  effedfs  are  to  be  guarded  againft  by 
beeping  the  purging  within  bounds.  For  this 
purpofe,  the  chalk  julep,  as  it  is  an  aftringent 
only  by  abforbing  the  acrid,  or  changing  the 
acid,  and  irritating  matter,  is  as  fafe  as  it  is 
ufeful ; becomes  an  excellent  anodyne,  and 
after  the  bowels  have  been  well  cleanfed,  will 
ufually  accomplifh  the  cure. 

Dr.  Armstrong  takes  occafion  to  fpeak 
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again  ft  the  ufe  of  abforbent  powders,  and  pre- 
fers wine  of  antimony,  from  a fufpicion  he  has 
entertained  of  the  great  dependance  that  mo- 
dern writers  appear  to  have  placed  in  them, 
previous  to  the  exhibition  of  purges,  on  ac- 
count of  their  known  property  of  correcting 
acidity ; and  fays,  that  in  cafes  of  extreme 
danger,  aphyficianwho  is  called  in  late, would, 
according  to  this  practice,  often  find  no  op- 
portunity for  purging  at  all.  But  furely  this 
is  fcarcely  an  argument  to  prove  the  fuperiority 
of  his  method,  fince  no  writer  that  I know  of, 
ever  defigned  it  as  a rule  without  exception; 
and  Harris,  who  has  faid  as  much  as  any 
man  in  commendation  of  the  abforbent  pow- 
ders, does  not  deny  the  expediency  of  fome- 
times  beginning  with  purgative  medicines. 
But  had  it  been  otherwife,  the  argument  goes 
no  further  than  to  prove,  that  in  cafes  of  great 
danger,  the  wine  of  antimony,  being  both  an 
emetic  and  a purge,  ought  to  precede  the  ufe 
of  the  teftaceous  powders.  Inftead  of  this. 
Dr.  Armstrong  Hides  into  a general  conclu- 
fion  from  premifes  evidently  limited  ; though 
he  has  advanced  nothing  againft  an  eftablifhed, 
and  fuccefsful  method  of  treatment.  And  I 
pnay  add,  that  whilft  he  is  fearful,  that  the 
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abforbent  powders  (which  nobody  prefcribes 
without  fomepurging  medicines,)  fhould  check 
the  loofenefs,  and  thereby  increafe  the  fever ; 
he  ventures,  after  a repetition  of  the  antimony, 
to  adminifter  what  he  calls  a gentle  paregoric, 
or  opiate,  to  appeafe  the  pain,  conlifting  of  a 
dram  of  fyrup  of  white  poppies,  repeated 
every  three  or  four  hours,  till  that  end  be  ob- 
tained. So  that  if  the  pain  fhould  continue 
for  nine  hours,  a child  will  take  half  an  ounce  of 
the  fyrup  ; and  this  Dr.  Armstrong  obferves 
is  the  only  medicine  he  gives,  except  wine  of 
antimony,  which  (notwithflanding  the  opiate] 
he  fuppofes  to  be  the  efficient  remedy — but 
how  much  more  powerful  a reftringent,  in  its 
ultimate  effect,  the  fyrup  is,  than  the  abfor- 
bent powders,  it  is  unneceffary  to  fay. 

It  is  an  improper  exhibition  of  abforbents, 
I apprehend,  rather  than  their  dofe,  that  has 
made  fome  practitioners  fo  averfe  to  them; 
for  they  certainly  ought,  in  many  cafes,  to  be 
given  in  large  quantities  : but  if  adminiftered 
too  early,  and  long  continued,  the  ftopls  may 
become  like  plaifter  of  Paris,  and  be  withdiffi- 
culty  excreted.  Such  an  inftance  is  mentioned 
by  Bqerhaave,  who  had,  neverthelefs,  a very 
favourable  opinion  of  them,  as  will  be  notic- 
ed hereafter.  There  is,  however,  fome  fallacy 
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in  regard  to  the  colour  of  the  ffools ; as  this 
kind  is  obferved  on  different  occafions,  in  chil- 
dren who  have  never  taken  any  of  the  teftacea, 
if  the  fecretion  of  the  bile  be  obflrudted  ,*  (as 
in  jaundiced  adults,)  and  will  be  noticed  in 
its  place. 

In  his  fecond  edition.  Dr.  Armstrong  men- 
tions another  method  he  has  fallen  upon  for 
curing  this  diforder,  which,  however,  appears 
to  be  recurring  to  the  ancient  method  of  treat- 
ing bowel  complaints ; and  feems,  indeed,  to 
overturn  the  idea  he  had  entertained  of  the 
fuperiority  of  wine  of  antimony  over  every 
other  medicine.  This  method,  he  tells  us,  is  by 
cleanfingthe  bowels,  by  means  of  proper  pur- 
gatives, joined  with  anodynes,  intermixed  in 
fuch  a manner  as  to  corredt  the  griping  quality 
of  the  medicines,  and  leffen  the  ftimulus  occa- 
fioned  by  the  acrimony  of  the  ftools. — A plan 
worthy  of  imitation,  it  is  apprehended,  and 
though  not  likely  to  be  proper  in  all  cafes, 
muft,  as  an  occafional  practice,  be  fafe  and  be- 
neficial. 

Regard  is  to  be  paid  to  the  kind  of  flools 
that  come  away,  which  are  feldom  healthy  and 
natural,  and  are  ufually  diftinguifhed  into  the 
four  and  curdled,  Aimy,  mucous,  green,  pale. 
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clayey,  watery,  and  bloody;*  fome  of  which 
are  at  times  alfo  fetid.  Under  fome  of  thefe, 
and  particularly  the  latter,  fome  powerful  pur- 
gative, fuch  as  fenna-tea,  is  generally  neccf- 
fary,  if  the  child  is  not  very  young.  True 
bloody  ftools,  indeed,  are  lefs  common  in  in- 
fants than  adults,  and  feldom  occur  but  in  the 
laft  ftage  of  the  difeafe ; but  a few  ftreaks  of 
blood  may  fometimes  be  mixed  with  the  feces, 
which  ariling  .only  from  the  hemorrhoidal 
veins  is  of  no  confequence.  Watery  ftools 
will  be  coniidered  apart,  under  the  head  of  the 
true  watery-gripes  : at  prefent  I lhall  only  ob- 
ferve,  that  very  threatning  appearances  of  that 
affe&ion,  when  green  and  curdled  matters  are 
purging  off,  are  fometimes  happily  removed, 
in  a day  or  two,  by  a gentle  emetic  and  fuch 
a warm  purge  as  that  noticed  below.  When 
the  ftools  appear  very  (limy,  and  more  efpeci- 
ally  the  four,  or  curdled,  or  when  the  child  is 
much  difpofed  to  hiccough,  the  magnefia,  and 
other  abforbent  powders  are  calculated  to  af- 
ford peculiar  affiftance,  and  may  be  w'armed 
by  any  fuitable  aromatic.  When  the  ftools  are 


* On  feces  difcoloured  by  blood,  or  otherwife  blacki/h, 
particular  notice  will  be  taken,  under  the  head  of  fever,  and 
in  Voi.  iii.  where  mention  is  made  of  fore  nipples, 
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very  green,  or  white  and  clayey,  a drop  or  two 
of  the  aqua  kali  may  be  occafionally  put  into 
the  other  medicines,  or  a little  foap  be  dif- 
folved  in  the  clyfters,  which  are  eflentially  ne- 
celfary  when  much  griping  attends  this  com- 
plaint ; fome  light  cordial  is  alfo  frequently 
ufeful,  and  the  child’s  belly  may  be  rubbed 
with  a little  warm  brandy ; or  be  fomented 
with  adecodtion  of  chamomile  flowers,  or  white 
poppy  heads.  But  if  the  tormina  be  great, 
clyfters  of  the  whey  of  cows  or  affes  milk,  as 
advifed  by  Hoffman  will  often  be  found  very 
ufeful,  and  fhould  the  infant  be  much  emaci- 
ated, a portion  of  the  fugar  of  milk  * fhould 
be  added  to  them. 

It  may  be  obferved  in  this  place,  as  a pretty 
general  indication,  that  purgatives  for  in- 
fants ought  to  be  made  potentially  warm,  by 
the  addition  of  a little  ginger,  pounded  carda- 
mom-feed, carraway-tea,  or  dill-water  ; which 
is  of  more  confequence  than  is  ufually  appre- 
hended. I have  indeed,  known  a careful  at- 
tention to  this  circumftance  alone,  happily 
fupprefs  complaints  in  the  bowels,  which  had 
long  continued  obflinate,  though,  in  other  re- 

* The  fugar  of  milk  may  be  procured  by  only  evaporating 
the  whey  by  flow  boiling;  but  may  be  made  more  pure  by 
full  clarifying  it  by  the.  white  of  eggs. 
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fpedh*  properly  treated.  On  this  account*  T 
venture  to  recommend  the  following  as  an  ex- 
cellent geneigJL  remedy*  efpecially  as  infants 
are  pleafed  with  it,  and  it  will  keep  for  a great 
length  of  time. 

R.  Pulv.  Rhei  gr.  xv. 

Magnes.  albae  5 6 
Aq.  Faeniculi 
Anaethi  aa  *vj. 

Syrupi  Rofas  ^ ft 

Spir.  Ammoniac  comp.  gtt.  xv.  ft.  miftura* 
cujus  fumantur  Cochl.  ij  vel  iij  minima*  bis* 
terve  in  die*  vel  ut  opus  lit.  Or* 

R.  Pulv.  Rhei 
Nucis  myrift. 

Magnes.  albae  aa  gr.  iij  vel  iv.  Sit  pro 
pulvere*  deglutiendo  e cochleare  minimo  fyrupi 
Rofae. 

Should  purgings  return  frequently,  it  will  be 
veryufeful  (efpecially  in  the  time  of  teething, 
or  upon  the  ftriking  in  of  fome  eruption  on  the 
fkin),  to  procure  a little  difeharge  behind  the 
ears*  or  to  apply  a burgundy-pitch  plaifter  to 
the  back.  For  the  former  purpofe,  fome  finely 
pounded  Spanifh  flies  may  be  rubbed  on  the 
part*  till  a flight  excoriation*  or  rawnefs,  is 
produced ; or  perhaps  a better  method*  is  to 
draw  a piece  of  coarfe  doubled  worfted*  or  a 
bit  of  narrow  tape*  through  a piece  of  the 
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emplaft.  cantharidis,  and  lay  It  clofe  behind 
the  ears  where  they  rife  from  the  head,  and  re- 
peating it  occalionally ; which  will  produce  a 
difcharge  exa&Iy  from  the  fpot  where  it  is  wont 
naturally  to  arife.  The  following  preparation 
is  highly  extolled  by  Boerhaave,*  as  an  ai- 
med univerfal  medicine  in  the  difeafes  of  in- 
fants ; and  is  certainly  a good  remedy,  efpeci-' 
ally  in  their  bowel  complaints,  and  particu- 
larly when  attended  with  green  (tools,  after 
tfie  exhibition  of  proper  opening  medicines. 

R.  Sapon.  dur.  Hifp.  3 ip 
Margarit.  ppt.  ^i. 

Syr.  Alth.  J ft 
Chel.  Cancr.  ppt.  jift 
Aq.  Menth.  fativ.ce 
Fceniculi  aa  Jiij 

ft.  miltura,  cujus  fumatur  cochl.  infantum 
cftava  quaq.  hora. 

Notice  is  taken  in  another  place,  f of  pale 
(toots  being  no  uncommon  occurrence  when 
children  are  breeding  their  teeth.  They  are 
alfo  met  with  in  fevers  as  well  as  in  fimpledif- 
orders  of  the  bowels  ; and  therefore  might  be 
introduced  under  either  of  the  former  heads, 
indead  of  this  place.  But  as  the  (tools  are  very 

* Ejiij}.  1.  ma.— ad  J.B.  Bass  and;  a phyiician  at  Vienna. 
f See  the  Chapter  on  Teething. 
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numerous  and  watery,  and  the  purging  itfelf  is 
the  firft  occurrence,  it  has  feemed,  upon  the 
whole,  proper  to  give  it  a formal  difcufiion 
under  the  prefent  article. 

The  complaint,  however,  has  been  found 
moll  obdinate  in  children  who  are  turned  of 
a year  old,  and  cutting  their  double  teeth.  The 
dools  are  not  only  clayey,  thin,  and  very  white, 
but  curdled  like  thofe  of  very  young  infants  at 
the  bread.  In  the  beginning,  it  is  feldom  at- 
tended with  any  degree  of  pain,  or  other  com- 
plaint, except  it  be  the  lofs  pf  appetite ; and 
this  has  led  parents  and  fometimes  other  peo- 
ple to  think,  that  the  difcharge  ought  to  be 
checked  by  abforbents,  or  opiates.  But  no- 
thing can  be  fo  improper;  the  fkin  foon  be- 
coming hot,  the  tongue  white,  and  the  difor- 
der  rarely  yielding  to  any  treatment  under  two 
or  three  weeks.  This  is  almod  always  the  cafe, 
if  teething*  be  any  wife  concerned  in  the  com- 
plaint, unlefs  the  teeth  happen  to  be  nearly 
cut  through : though  a purging  with  pale  dools, 
it  has  been  faid,  is  met  with  in  fevers  of  another 
kind,  where  the  caufe  is  confined  wholly  to 
the  fird-padages. 

Whatever  the  age  of  children  may  be,  they 
are  always  fomewife  indifpofed  while  the  al- 
vine  difcharges  are  of  this  colour  ; and  whe- 
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thcr  there  be  either  fever,  or  purging,  or  not* 
children  lofe  their  flefli;  as  it  is  indeed,  likely 
they  fhould  from  this  clay-like  matter  flicking 
to  the  coats  of  the  inteftines,  and  preventing 
the  due  abforption  of  the  nutricious  parts  of 
their  food.  This  is  efpecially  true,  when  the 
flools  are  thick  as  well  as  pale  ; or  if  they  be  of 
a leaden-blue  colour  and  very  adhefive,  or 
pally,  and  in  amazing  quantity,  as  is  fomc- 
times  the  cafe. 

Whether  teething  be  materially  concerned 
or  not,  purging  is  the  proper  and  principal 
remedy,  unlefs  the  gums  are  in  a Hate  to  be 
lanced,  or  the  Hools  fhould  continue  a long 
time  very  pale,  or  clayey,  after  the  fever  and 
purging  difappear.  In  the  latter  cafe,  fome 
faponaceous  medicine  will  prove  ferviceable, 
fuch  as  the  aqua  kali  prseparati,  or  a few  drops 
of  fpiritus  ammonite  compofitus,  taken  two  or 
three  times  a day  ; the  bowels  being  Hill  care- 
fully kept  open. 

Where  dentition  is  the  probable  fource  of 
irritation,  and  of  thefe  pale  Hools,  but  lanc- 
ing the  gums  has  not  accelerated  the  irruption 
of  the  teeth,  or  the  period  is  too  early  to  ex- 
pert benefit  from  it,  children  are  oftentimes 
not  only  free  from  fever,  but  are,  on  the  other 
hand,  cold  and  languid,  and  fhould  therefore 
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be  purged  lefs  frequently.  Some  cordial  medi- 
cine fhould  alfo  be  adminiftered  on  the  inter- 
mediate days,  as  well  as  on  the  evenings  after 
the  phyfic  has  operated. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  difeafe,  the  atftive 
purges  are  the  moft  proper,  fuch  as  caftor- 
oil,  fenna,  and  fometimes  calomel ; or,  if  the 
fever  be  confiderable,  an  infulion  of  burnt- 
Iponge  and  fenna,  a prepartion  equally  adap- 
ted both  to  the  fever,  and  this  kind  of  purging. 

Another  bad  kind  of  ftools  appears  fome- 
times during  teething,  that  has  been  alarming 
to  many,  as  nothing  like  it,  that  I know  of, 
appears  fpontaneoufly  in  infants  at  any  other 
period  ; though  it  is  not  uncommon  in  adults, 
and  efpecially,  I think,  in  females.  This  is 
a difcharge  of  a very  thick  mucus,  which  ap- 
pears in  great  quantities,  and  fometimes  ac- 
companied with  a little  blood. 

Neither  of  thefe  difcharges,  however,  do 
any  harm,  if  the  bowels  be  kept  a little  more 
thanufually  open,  by  fome  foft  purgative,  and 
fome  light  cordial  interpofed,  or  the  teft.  of- 
treor.  ppt.,  if  found  necelfary,  in  order  to 
flrengthen  the  bowels. 

The  caufe  of  this  appearance  feems  to  be  of 
the  fame  kind  with  that  in  adults,  and  from 
mere  irritation  falling  on  the  glands  of  the. 
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bowels,  and  keeping  up  an  increafed  fecre- 
tion  of  their  natural  mucus  : and  it  is  well 
known,  that  the  time  of  teething,  is  that  in 
which  the  bowels  are  peculiarly  liable  to  irri- 
tation. 

To  the  various  obfervations  that  have  been 
made  I fhall  briefly  add  ; that  there  is  a dis- 
ordered flate  of  bowels,  which  frequently'oc- 
curs,  and  is  difpofed  to  continue  a long  time, 
during  which,  infants,  though  not  often  pre- 
cifely  ill,  do  not  thrive,  nor  look  well. — The 
ftools  are  faid  to  be  always  bad  ; being  fome- 
times  of  a green  colour,  at  others,  of  a paftey 
conflftence ; fometimes  very  numerous,  and  at 
others,  infants  are  for  Several  days  very  coftive* 

In  this,  as  well  as  other  bowel  affections  be- 
fore defcribed,  when  laxative,  alcaline  and 
abforbent  medicines  have  been  found  to  pro- 
cure no  permanent  good  effect,  calomel  often 
proves  a fovereign  remedy ; and  may  be  given 
in  the  dofe  of  half  a grain,  or  more,  to  infants 
in  the  month,  for  two,  three,  or  four  fuccef- 
five  nights.  In  general  nothing  purgative 
fhould  be  adminiffered  the  following  mornings, 
but  the  mercury  be  left  to  its  proper  action. 
It  is  certain,  that  this  mineral  has  a marked 
operation  on  the  liver,  obviating  a morbid 
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action,  and  as  a ffimulant,  when  inert ; and  is 
an  equally  well  known  deobftruent  for  all  the 
glandular  fyftem,  and  will  be  found  a very  fafe 
and  efficacious  medicine;  infants  being  known 
to  bear  mercury  much  better  even  than  many 
adults. 

When  purgings  have  continued  a long  time 
without  any  amendment,  a peculiar  tightnefs  of 
the  fkin  will  fometimes  take  place  in  the  laft 
ftage  of  the  difeafe,  affording  always  an  un- 
favourable prognoffic  ; and  of  Which  further 
notice  will  be  taken  under  the  article  of  Skin- 
bound. 

I come,  laftly,  to  treat  of  the  Lientery,  or 
true  JVai  cry -gripes,  fo  called,  which  is  efteem- 
ed  the  moft  dangerous  of  all  purgings,  and  is 
ufually  thought  fatal,  though  perhaps  without 
reafon ; ff  nee  if  properly  treated,  children  re- 
cover from  it  as  -well  as  from  exceffive  purg- 
ings of  any  other  kind,  unlefs  it  happen  after 
fome  other  illnefs,  or  to  very  fmall  and  tender 
infants  during  the  month.  It  is  not  the  hav- 
ing a few  very  thin  ffools,  however,  that  is  an 
evidence  of  the  true  watery-gripes,  for  in  al- 
moft  every  purging  of  a few  days  continuance, 
the  ffools  are  very  thin  as  well  as  numerous. 
But  in  this  cafe,  they  are  thin  very  early  in  the 
difeafe;  the  child  looks  wretchedly,  and  every 
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thing  it  takes  runs  almofl  immediately  through 
it,  with  very  little  change,  as  in  the  lientery  of 
adults.  It  fhould  likewife  be  remarked,  that 
thefe  fymptoms  continue,  and  are  increafed  as 
the  difeafe  advances;  it  havingbeen  already  no- 
ticed, that  there  is  afemblanceof  watery-gripes, 
that  will  otherwife  deceive,  as  it  requires  a dif- 
ferent treatment.  In  this  cafe,  the  ftools  areper- 
feCtly  watery,  and  tinged  only  with  the  bile, 
and  are  very  numerous ; the  thin  ftools  ari- 
fing  from  a violent,  but  ineffectual  effort  of 
nature  to  get  rid  of  offenf  ve  matter : for  upon 
exhibiting  a warm  purgative,  or  caftor-oil, 
feveral  very  thick,  and  always  clayey  ftools  are 
brought  away.  A mixture  with  chalk  and 
aromatics  fhould  then  be  adminiftered ; to 
which  laudanum  fhould  be  added,  if  the  ftools 
are  ftill  too  numerous,  and  the  child  appears 
much  debilitated.  The  purging  medicines 
muft  be  afterwards  repeated  as  long  as  the 
ftools  fhall  be  clayey  ; and  the  reftringent 
cordial  interpofed,  as  occafion  may  require. 

In  the  true  watery-gripes  there  is  not  the 
like  indication  for  purging,  but  the  Cure 
fhould  be  begun  by  adminiftering  one  or  more 
emetics,  efpecially  when  the  ftools  are  of  a dark 
colour  and  fetid  ; as  they  frequently  are  in  the 
earlier  periods  of  the  complaint.  And  to  this 

K 2 - 


IJ2  (Watery-Gripes.) 

end,  a pretty  ftrong  one  fhould  be  prepared, 
which  fhould  be  given  in  divided  dofes,  at 
about  a quarter  of  an  hour’s  diftance,  till  a 
proper  effedt  is  produced  ; and  fome  hours  af- 
terwards a warm  purge  with  rhubarb  fhould  be 
adminiftered,  if  the  difeafe  be  not  very  far  ad- 
vanced. After  the  firft-paffages  have  been 
cleared,  the  eighth  part  of  a grain,  or  lefs, 
of  ipecacuanha,  or  a drop  or  two  of  wine  of 
antimony,  given  every  three  or  four  hours, 
with  a few  grains  of  the  teftaceous  powders, 
or  the  aromatic  confedtion,  appear  to  me  a- 
mongft  the  bed;  remedies  in  the  earlier  periods 
of  the  complaint.  Indeed,  ipecacuanha  in  very 
fmall  dofes,  efpecially  if  duly  guarded  by  fome 
gentle  aromatic,  is  both  fo  ufeful  and  fafe  a 
remedy,  that  it  fhould  not  be  haftily  laid  afide 
and  when  perfevered  in  the  ufe  of  for  fome 
time,  will  effedt  wonders,  not  only  in  long 
purgings  but  in  other  chronical  complaints. 
The  like  may  be  faid  of  the  vinum  antimonii, 
which  in  the  lefs  aggravated  watery-gripes,  or 
where  a purging  is  for  a long  time  attended 
with  very  bad  flools,  forbidding  the  ufe  of  re- 
flringents  ; as  well  as  in  fome  little  feverifh 
complaints,  I have  found  equally  ufeful,  and 
even  fometimes  more  manageable  as  an  alter- 
ative than  ipecacuanha,  becaufe  lefs  difpofed 
to  naufeate  infants  where  an  emetic  may  not  be 
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diiedily  intended.  There  being  alfo  cafes  in 
which  the  phyfician  willies  a medicine  may 
operate  as  a corrector  of  the  fecretions  in  the 
firft-palfages,  or  to  expel  their  contents,  either 
upwards  or  downwards,  as  may  be  ultimately 
moft  ufeful,  antimonials  feem  in  this  view  like- 
wife  to  claim  a preference  to  all  other  medicines. 

In  the  more  advanced  ftages  of  the  watery- 
gripes,  and  where  the  child  is  not  very  young, 
the  following  old  medicine  is  a very  good  one,. 
Of  Locsitelli’s  balfam,  one  ounce,  and  conferve 
of  red  rofes,  two  ounces  : from  the  quantity  of 
an  horfe-bean  to  that  of  a nutmeg,  may  be 
given  three  or  four  times  a day,  according  to 
the  age  of  the  child.  Others  have  advifed  red 
bole,  and  gum  tragacanth. — The  labdanum  and 
other  plailters  likewife,  as  directed  for  vomit- 
ings, or  the  following,  may  be  applied  to  the 
parts  above  the  navel,  eipecially  in  cafe  of 
great  pain : 

R.  Theriac.  Venet.  gj. 

Olei  expreli  macis  died.  gij, 

Olei  N.  Mofch.  gtt.  iij. 

Mifce,  ft.  Empl.  alut.  indue.  Qr 

R.  Axung.  Anferin.  gij. 

Olei  expreffi  Macis  (did;.) 

Menthae  fativte  9j. 

Pace.  Junip, 
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Chamoemael.  aa  9B 

Mifce  ft.  Linimentum. 

Inungatur  eo  bis  vel  ter  quotidie  Stomachi  et 
Umbilici  Regio. 

Warm  flannel  with,  or  without  heated  bran, 
may  be  afterwards  laid  over  the  whole  belly, 
and  renewed  frequently. 

Should  thefe  means  fail,  I have  known  the 
repetition  of  a vomit  give  an  immediate  check 
to  the  complaint,  efpecially  where  the  ftools 
continue  to  be  remarkably  four.  As  long  as 
this  is  the  cafe,  it  would  be  both  vain  and 
hazardous  to  exhibit  opiates,  or  powerful  re- 
Rringents  : the  acidity  muff  be  firfl;  carried  off 
by  warm  purges,  and  be  corrected  by  abfor- 
bents ; the  latter  of  which  mufl:  be  given  in 
large  and  repeated  dofes,  and  frequently  their 
powers  be  augmented  by  the  addition  of  aqua 
kali,  or  tindtura  myrrhae.  And  an  excellent 
remedy  fometimes,  as  an  antacid,  is  thefpiritus 
falis  ammoniaci  fuccinati  of  Bates’s  difpen- 
fatory.  The  acidity  once  removed,  a ftarch 
clyfter  may  be  thrown  up,  two  or  three  times  a 
day,  with,  or  without  a few  drops  of  laudanum, 
according  to  the  number  of  the  ftools,and  weak- 
nefs  of  the  infant.  A drop  or  two  of  laudanum 
likewife,  may  now  be  given,  once  or  more  in 
the  day,  (according  to  the  age  of  the  child) 
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either  joined  with  fome  purgative,  or  in  any 
of  the  afore-mentioned  medicines,  or  in  the 
chalk-julep,  made  warm  with  tin&ure  of  cin- 
namon, or  of  cardamoms  ; and  in  cafes  of  ex- 
tremity, in  the  decoction  of  log-wood,  which 
agrees  very  well  with  young  children. — In  the 
advanced  ftage  of  watery-gripes,  or  in  the  cafe 
of  great  debility,  the  liberal  exhibition  of  aro- 
matics and  opiates  is  effentially  neceffary. 

Bowel  complaints,  it  was  faid,  are  frequently 
owing  to  improper  food,  which  on  this  account, 
fhould  at  ail  times  be  peculiarly  attended  to ; 
and  when  a purging  has  taken  place,  ought  to 
be  fuited  to  the  nature  of  the  ftools.  In  the 
laft  volume  of  this  work,  fome  further  notice 
will  be  taken  of  the  article  of  children’s  food ; 
at  prefent  I (hall  only  obferve,  that  cow’s  milk 
is  often  found  to  difagree  with  them  when  their 
bowels  are  difpofed  to  be  too  open,  at  which 
times,  a little  lean  mutton  broth,  or  beef-tea  is 
abundantly  preferable.  On  the  fame  account, 
rufks,  and  bifeuit-powder  are  more  fuitable 
than  bread;*  but  at  other  times,  I believe, 
either  the  Uxbridge,  or  the  French  roll,  which 

* Rufks  are  preferable  to  tops  and  bottoms,  as  they  are 
called,  which  have  a good  deal  of  butter  in  them  ; and  are 
the  leaf!  difpofed  to  offend  an  infant’s  ftomach  of  any  thing  of 
the  £rafc/.kind. 
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are  already  half  digefted  by  a previous  fermen- 
tation, are  more  eaflly  diflolved  in  the  ftomach, 
if  there  be  not  a predominant  acid  in  the  firft— 
paflages.  But  where  there  is  an  habitual  dif- 
pofition  to  a purging,  I know  of  no  diet  fo 
proper  for  infants  who  do  not  fuck,  or  who 
cannot  have  enough  of  the  bread:,  as  flour 
flowly  baked  for  a long  time,  till  it  breaks  in- 
to a foft,  greyilh-coloured  powder,*  and  after- 
wards mixed  with  boiled  cow’s  milk,  thefcum 
being  firft  taken  off ; the  flour  and  milk  fhould 
then  be  boiled  a little  time  together,  till  the 
whole  appears  like  a thin  cuflard.  This  is  a 
very  light  and  foft  food,  and  fufhciently  re- 
flringent ; and  I have  often  known  more  good 
from  it,  than  from  all  the  abforbent  medicines 
ever  devifed,  and  have  received  more  thanks 
for  the  preemption,  as  it  proves  a permanent 
remedy.  So  alfo  the  powder  of  arrow  root, 
boiled  in  water,  and  then  mixed  with  milk,  is 
an  admirable  remedy  when  it  can  be  procured 
genuine.  When  the  watery-gripes,  or  indeed 
any  violent  purging,  attacks  very  young  chil- 
dren at  the  breaft,  no  other  food  ought  to  be 
adminiftered,  but  the  wet-nurfe  be  changed, 

* To  this  end,  the  flour  fhould  be  put  into  a fmall  jar,  pro- 
perly covered,  and  be  taken  out  of  the  oven  feveral  times, 
and  ftirred  up  from  the  bottom  and  tides  of  the  jar,  that  it 
may  not  run  ilfto  hard  lumps,  but  the  whole  be  equally  baked. 
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if  the  acidity  and  purging  continue  many  days, 
and  medicines  do  not  feem  to  take  a proper 
effedl  j which  they  cannot  if  any  offenlive  mat- 
ter be  continually  taken  into  the  ftomach. 

If  infants  ill  of  watery-gripes,  are  brought 
lip  by  hand,  the  fhricilefb  attention  muft  be  paid 
to  their  food,  which  muft  be  changed  from 
one  kind  to  another,  and  efpecially  trial  be 
made  of  broths,  as  long  as  the  food  ftiall  be  dif- 
pofed  to  turn  very  acid  on  the  ftomach.  In 
one  cafe,  I think  I faved  a child  by  Bates’s 
julepum  vitae,  lowered  with  water,  when  no- 
thing elfe  would  ftay  on  the  ftomach.  This 
ferved  both  for  food  and  medicine ; for  the 
former  of  which' it  was  ftill  further  diluted. 

When  children  who  are  weaned,  are  attack- 
ed with  repeated  purgings,  and  even  broth  is 
found  to  run  through  them,  I have  obferved  no 
food  fo  generally  ufeful  as  a bit  of  the  white  of 
chicken,  not  over-boiled,  and  afterwards  lightly 
bruifed  in  a mortar  with  the  chicken  liquor, 
and  a very  little  bread,  into  a kind  of  light 
jelly.  But  this  fhould  not  be  given  oftener 
than  twice,  or  at  moft,  three  times  a day. 

In  all  bowel  complaints,  it  has  been  already 
remarked,  that  infants  are  difpofed  to  erup- 
tions on  the  fkin  ; by  which  they  are  fo  fre-, 
qucntly  benefited,  that  if  any  kind  of  rafh  ap- 
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pears  during  long  or  fevere  purgings,  a reco- 
very may  almoft  with  certainty  be  prognofti- 
cated. — The  like  good  effects  have  been  no- 
ticed from  a purging  taking  place  in  fome  ob- 
ftinate  cutaneous  eruptions. 
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The  long  continuance  of  the  laft  mentioned 
complaint,  as  well  as  others  which  may  debi- 
litate the  habit,  may  prove  an  occafion  of  that 
now  under  conlideration.  Children  who  are 
accuhomed  at  all  times  to  have  a very  open 
belly  being  efpecially  liable  to  lofe  the  faculty 
of  properly  retaining  their  flools,  and  need  a 
fervant  continually  to  attend  them,  even  at 
two  or  three  years  of  age ; infomuch  that  fome 
have  been  fufpected  of  being  culpable  in  the 
matter. 

No  very  appropriate  remedy,  I believe,  is 
likely  to  be  neceffary,  having  never  ordered 
any  thing  more  than  dafhing  the'parts,  daily, 
with  cold  water,  or  at  the  molt  adminiftering 
aquae  aids,  or  other  abforbent ; the  complaint 
always  wearing  off  as  fuch  children  grow  up, 
though  oftentimes  not  entirely  forfeveral  years. 
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orms  may,  probably,  cxift  in  almoft  any 
part  of  the  body,  as  well  as  in  the  ftomach  and 
bowels.  They  have,  accordingly,  been  found 
in  the  pericardium,  bladder,  the  nofe,  and  fin- 
ufes  of  the  head,  and  even  in  the  lungs,  liver, 
and  other  folid  parts.*  But  as  we  neither  know 
how  they  are  produced,  nor  how  to  diflodge 
them  from  thefe  receffes,  which  they  alfo  more 
rarely  occupy  in  young  children,  it  is  quite 
fufficient  to  notice  the  fad: ; our  inquiries 
being  properly  confined  to  worms  in  the  firfi- 
pafiages. 

It  is  on  this  account,  that  the  complaint  is 
noticed  in  this  place,  efpecially  as  worms  are 
faid  to  have  been  voided  by  infants  of 'only  , a 
few  weeks  old.  It  is  even  reported  f that  Lille 

* Baglivy  reports,  that  worms  are  found  in  the  heart ; 
Ruyfch  in  the  lungs,  the  fpleen,  kidneys,  in  the  gonorrhacai 
difcharge,  and  even  in  the  marrow  of  the  bones;  Schenkius  in 
the  urinary  bladder ; Bianchi  in  the’  uterus  and  in  ulcers ; 
Hiji/iocrates  in  the  vagina,  and  they  are  faid  to  be  frequently 
under  the  fkin  in  the  Negroes  in  our  Weft  India  iflands. 

+ Bhilofojih.  TranfaQions. — The.  fame  author  reports  that  a 
peafant,  after  taking  an  emetic,  brought  up  forty^Dutch  ells 
of  tape-worm,  and  yet  left  fome  part  remaining,  having 
through  his  agony,  bitten  the  wgrm  oil. 
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Van  Deoverin  has  difcovered  them  intheftill- 
born  fetus.  This,  indeed,  is  much  doubted 
by  others,  it  being  a very  old  obfervation,  that 
worms  are  never  found  in  infants  who  are 
nourifhed  only  at  the  breaft;  and  if  fo,  it  is  not 
likely  they  can  be  generated  before  birth.  Mr. 
De  Lille , however,  difputes  this,  averting,  that 
worms  were  expelled  from  his  own  daughter, 
when  only  eleven  weeks  old,  and  living  en- 
tirely at  the  breaft. 

However  this  may  be,  it  is  evident  that 
worms  are  much  oftener  fufpeCted  to  be  the 
caufe  of  children’s  complaints  than  pofitively 
afcertained ; and  of  this,  practitioners  w'ho  deal 
in  fee  ret  medicines  have  in  every  age  made 
their  advantage  ; it  being  certain,  that  a mere 
foulnefs  of  the  bowels  will  produce  molt  of 
the  evils  attributed  to  worms.  Neither  are  all 
children  equally  affeCted  by  them  where  they 
are  actually  met  with  ; fome  infant-children 
(as  well  as  quadrupeds)  continuing  very  heal- 
thy, though  they  are  feldom  free  from  them, 
and  others  parting  with  great  numbers,  unex- 
pectedly, without  any  previous  indifpofitipn  ; 
whilft  fome  children  are  very  ill  who  have  ap- 
parently very  few.  The  pains  and  other  com- 
plaints infuch  cafearife  from  fome  other  fource^ 
pf  which  I lately  faw  an  inftance  in  a girl  of 
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twelve  years  of  age,  long  fubjedt  to  excruciat- 
ing pains  of  the  ftomach,  for  which  flie  took 
various  worm-medicines,  and  actually  parted 
with  feveral  large  lumbrici,  but  without  the 
leaft  relief  to  her  pain,  which  immediately 
yielded  to  antifpafmodic  remedies. 

I,  neverthelefs,  cannot  agree  with  Dr.  But- 
ter, that  worms  in  the  human  inteftines  are  al- 
together innoxious,  much  lefs,  as  he  feems  to 
think,  ufeful,  and  intended  as  “ nature’s  re- 
medy for  deftroying  the  fuperabounding  mor- 
bid humours;  and  for  ftimulating  the  firft- 
paffages  by  their  crawling  motions,  and  there- 
by aftifting  the  periftaltic  motion  of  the  guts 
to  carry  off  w7hat  remains  of  the  offending 
load.”*  On  the  other  hand,  children  who 
are  moft  troubled  with  worms  are  generally  of 
a coffive  habit. 

Worms  become  hurtful  chiefly  from  their 
numbers  ; firff,  when  they  obftrudt  the  bowels, 
or  comprefs  the  adjacent  parts  by  their  bulk. 
Secondly,  by  fucking  up  the  chyle  defigned 
for  the  nourifhment  of  the  child.  Thirdly,  by 
irritation.  Fourthly  by  actually  deftroying  the 
parts  ; though  this  is  certainly  a very  rare  oc- 
currence, and  a far  lefs  frequent  fource  of  in- 


* Remittent  Ftver.  Pag.  $6,  et  feq< 
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jury  than  thofe  before  mentioned.  Worms 
have,  however,  been  faid  to  eat  their  way 
through  the  inteftines ; and  Lister  relates,* 
that  fome  refembling  the  teretes,  but  of  a 
whiter  colour,  have  been  feen  coming  from  an 
abfeefs  on  the  ankle.  They  are  likewife  faid 
to  have  occalioned  fudden  fuffocation,  by  ri- 
ling up  into  the  throat  and  lodging  there,  f 

They  are  chiefly  of  four  kinds,  the  large 
round  worm ; the  very  fmall  maw-worm,  or 
afearides,  refembling  bits  of  thread  ; the  Ihort, 
flat  white  worm,  or  cucurbitina,  and  the  joint- 
ed, called  the  tape-worm,  or  taenia,  which  is 
often  many  yards  long.  J This  is  the  moll 
hurtful  of  all,  and  mod  difficult  of  cure,  be- 
caufe  it  will  remain  long  in  the  bowels  even 
after  it  is  dead,  and  is  then  feldom  brought 
away  but  in  pieces,  and  that  by  very  powerful 
medicines : though  I think  I have  feen  dead 
portions  of  this  worm  come  away  where  no 
kind  of  purgative  has  been  adminiftered.  But 

* PhilofoJih.Tranf.  See  alfo  IIeister.  Their  appearance 
on  a fore  may,  however,  be  otherwife  accounted  for  than 
by  fuppofmg  them  to  have  made  their  way  from  beneath 
the  ulcer.  ^ 

f Mr.  Lk  Febure  de  Villebrune. 

J The  cucurbitina  is  thought  to  be  a certain  fpecies  of  tania ; 
and  the  afearis  lumbricodts  to  be  confounded  with  the  teretes* 
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as  this  kind  of  worm  is  certainly  not  common 
in  children,  though  it  may  fometimes  have 
been  met  with  ; and  as  it  generally  occalions  a 
variety  of  fymptoms  refembling  other  com- 
plaints, for  which  many  different  medicines 
may  be  required,  little  more  than  the  mention 
of  it  may  fuffice.* 

The  Symptoms  of  worms  are  various,  and 
many  of  them  very  equivocal  : I fhall  name 
only  the  more  conftant,  and  lefs  uncertain  ones. 
Such  are  fetid  breath,  efpecialiy  in  the  morn- 
ing ; bad  gums ; itching  of  the  nofe,  and  of 
the  anus,  efpecialiy  from  the  afcarides  ; a very 
irregular  appetite,  always  in  extremes,  whe- 
ther of  hunger  or  of  loathing  ; a large,  hard 
belly;  pains  at  the  ftomach;  fometimes  vomit- 
ing, oftener  coftivenefs  or  purging,  with  flimy 
(tools  ;f  irregular  colicks ; thirft ; dulnefs  ; 


* It  is  fo  uncommon  to  find  more  than  one  of  this  kind, 
that  it  has  acquired  the  name  of  the  folitary  worm ; yet  it  is 
faid  there  are  a few  inftances  in  which  feveral  of  them  have 
been  met  with  ; but  perhaps,  attention  enough  may  not  have 
been  given  in  the  examination  of  them,  it  being  well  known, 
that  this  worm  will  live  a long  time  after  it  has,been  broken 
into  feveral  parts.  See  Letter  of  Dr.  Nip:et  to  De  Haen , Aft. 
Med.  xij.  219.  y , 

* • ‘ \ r • 7 • 

f The  periftaltic  motion  of  the  internes  being  increafed, 
the  fecretion  of  the  muqus  muft  coiifequenUy  be  in  larger 
quantity.  ’ 
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peculiarly  unhealthy  and  bloated  countenance, 
with  -a  dark,  hollow  circle  round  the  eyes ; 
Hartings  in  the  deep,  and  grinding  of  the  teeth. 
To  thefe  fymptoms  are  often  added,  flaw  fever, 
with  a fmall  and  irregular  pulfe,  pale,  or  whitifh 
urine,  a fhort  and  dry  cough,  (which  is  an  al- 
mon  condant  fymptom  where  the  complaint 
is  of  long  Handing,  and  has  injured  the  health;) 
fometimes  even  convulfions,  epileplies,  and 
partial  palfies  of  the  lower  extremities.  In 
the  cafe  of  convulfions,  if  there  be  a fmall 
pulfe  attended  with  a hiccough,  it  is  analmoH 
certain  fign  that  the  convulfions  are  occa- 
fioned  by  worms.  The  like  may  be  faid  of 
pain  at  the  ftomach,  if  it  be  very  violent.  Hid- 
den, attended  with  great  anxiety,  and  a hard- 
nefs  and  forenefs  of  the  parts  above  the  navel. 
But  more  efpecially,  according  to  Home,  an 
edematofe  fwelling  of  the  upper  lip,  and  of  the 
noflrils  is  a certain  token  of  worms. 

The  Cause  of  this  troublefome  complaint  is 
not,  perhaps,  certainly  known  ; but  the  great 
moiHure  of  young  perfons  is  thought  to  be  an 
occafion  of  their  being  more  infeHed  with  them 
than  older  people  : and  children,  whofe  digef- 
tion  is  w^eak,  are  more  liable  to  them  than 
others. — Hence,  debility  feems  as  much  acaufe* 
as  it  is  an  effect  of  worms.  Since  the  doc- 


Worms. 


trine  of  equivocal  generation  has  been  juftly 
exploded,  it  has,  however,  been  generally  imaw 
gined,  that  worms  are  engendered  from  the 
eggs  of  infects,  which  float  in  the  air,  or  are 
fwallowed  with  fome  part  of  our  food,  fucli 
as  fummer  fruits,  vegetables,  cheefe,  and  fome 
kinds  of  flefh  meats.  But,  perhaps,  this  is 
not  altogether  fo  certain  as  it  may  feem  2t 
firfl:  fight,  unlefs  we  are  to  imagine  that  thefe 
fuppofed  eggs  produce  very  different  infedts, 
from  being  taken  into  the  ftomach  and  bowels, 
than  they  would  if  depofited  elfewhere ; fince 
it  is  generally  thought,  that  infers  of  this 
kind,  efpecially  the  tape-worm,  are  not  met 
with  any  where  elfe;*  neither  will  it  account  for 

* Although  this  fe'ems  to  be  the  fat6fc,  there  are  hot  a few 
learned  men  of  a different  opinion.  Many  travellers,  and 
others,  better  acquainted  with  natural  hiflory  than  I am, 
have  reported,  that  the  very  fame  kind  of  worms  may  be 
met  with  amongft  vegetables,  in  the  earth,  and  both  in  hand- 
ing and  running  waters.  That  the  tajie-worm,  particularly, 
has  been  feen  in  the  waters  about  Ganftantinofile , where  the 
complaint  is  very  common  ; and  that  natives  of  northern 
climates,  who  have  redded  for  any  length  of  time  in  Turkey, 
are  very  frequently  afflicted  with  the  toenia,  as  it  is  fuppofed 
in  confequence  of  drinking  of  the  foul  handing  waters  of  that 
hot  climate.  LrNN^us  alfo,  and  others  have  thought  the1 
teretts  or  lumbrici , to  be  the  fame  with  the  common  earth- 
worm ; but  Tyson  has,  by  diffedions,  demonhrated 
contrary.  Philufojth.  Tranfaflions. 

VOL.  I.  L : ‘ 
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their  exigence  in  the  unborn  fetus,  if  that  be 
really  a fa£f.  It  is,  however,  more  than  pro- 
bable, that  they  were  deftined  by  nature  to  be 
generated,  and  to  live  in  the  bodies  of  other 
animals,  as  obferved  by  Dr.  Bjlack,*  and 
Rosseen. 

But  whatever  be  the  caufe,  the  general  in- 
tention of  Cure  is  obvious  enough,  which  is 
to  bring  them  away  in  the  moft  eafy,  and  ex- 
peditious manner,  whether  alive,  or  dead  ; the 
difficulty  chiefly  confifting  in  diflodging  them 
from  their  firm  attachment  to  the  fides  of  the 
bowels. 

In  this  view,  fyflematic  writers  ffate  the  in- 
dications to  be,  firff,  to  deftroy  the  nidus  ; 
and  fecondly,  to  kill  and  expel  the  worms. 
The  firft  may  be  effected  by  alcalis,  as  aq. 
kali  ppt.  fapo  venet.  bitter  aromatics,  and 
mercury;  or  by  refolvents,  as  the  gums,  afa- 
foetida,  galbanum,  and  fuch  like.  Secondly, 
worms  are  killed  by  oils,  (inclyfters)  by  honey, 
and  by  indigeftible  fubftances,  as  the  tefla- 
ceous  powders,  fteel,  and  tin  ; and  by  poifons, 
as  preparations  of  mercury,  -which  at  the  fame 

* Treatife  on  the  Generation  of  intejiinal  Worms , and  on  the 
Means  of  defraying  them. 

See  alfo,  Dijfert.  of  J.  Mathien  Gefner,  Men.  Gotting.  an. 

1751. 
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time  expel  them.  To  thefe  ends,  indeed,  a 
variety  of  medicines,  pretty  much  of  the  fame 
kind,  has  been  devifed,  and  has  ferved  the 
caufe  of  empiricifm  in  every  age.  Mod  of 
which  confid  either  of  the  bitter  purges,  or 
mercurials. 

Worms  exiting  in  the  bowels  can,  indeed, 
only  be  carried  away  by  purging ; and  very 
adlive  purges  are  indicated  when  the  time  of 
life  and  the  conditution  do  not  forbid*  But 
when  thefe  are  tender,  gentle  purges  given 
duly  for  fome  time,  by  the  conftancy  of  their 
operation  produce,  without  harm,  an  cdecd 
equally,  or  perhaps  more  beneficial  and  lad- 
ing, than  the  adtive  purges*  Thefe  are  often 
joined,  oradminidered  alternately  with  bitters ; 
and  hence  have  arifen  the  family  receipts,  as 
worm-feed,  tanfey,  and  fuch  like,  given  in 
treacle  or  honey;  or  joined,  as  it  has  been  faid* 
with  rhubarb;  fenna,  or  other  gentle  laxative. 
With  many,  and  efpecially  French  writers,  the 
male-fern,  alone,  is  reckoned  a fpecific.  Olive* 
oil,  likewife,  has  been  faid  to  be  a good  re- 
medy, as  being  dedrudtive  to  worms ; but 
cador-oil  is  preferable,  which  by  its  purgative 
quality  alfo  carries  them  off  by  dook 

Agreeably  to  the  above  view  of  gradually 
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ridding  the  habit  of  thcfe  vermin,  children  of 
a delicate  frame,  and  fuch  as  have  not  been 
long  infefted  with  them,-  may  begin  by  taking 
a fmall  dofe  of  infus.  fennae  every  other  morn- 
ing; but  ffiould  this,  in  any  inftance,  prove 
inefficient,  a few  grains  of  pulv.  e fcammon. 
cum  calomel,  may  be  given  the  over-night, 
once  or  twice  a week,  according  to  the  age  and 
ffirength  of  the  child ; and  fome  tonic  medi- 
cine be  interpofed.  If  purging  much  ffiould, 
on  any  account,  be  found'  improper,  the  fol- 
lowing is  very  fafe  and  often  effedtual. 

R.  Limatur.  Stanni  Jij.  Hydrargyr.  5 iij . 

Mifce,  fiant  amalgama. 

Eight  or  ten  grains  of  this  powder,  with 
three  or  four  grains  of  rhubarb,  and  as  much 
unwaffied  calx  of  antimony,  may  be  taken 
every  morning  in  a little  honey,  for  a week 
together;  after  which,  aclyfter  of  fuccotorine 
aloes,  diffolved  in  warm  milk,  ffiould  be  thrown 
up  over  night,  and  a proper  dofe  of  rhubarb, 
or  fenna-teabe  taken  the  next  morning:  which 
courfe  may  be  repeated,  as  the  obftinRcy  of  the 
complaint,  or  the  ftrength  of  the  child  ffiall 
direct. — Volatile  alkalis  alfo,  in  fome  debili- 
tated habits,  will  prove  ferviceable;  as  well  as 
valerian,  efpecially  if  it  be  occafionally  joined 
with  jalap.  But  one  of  the  moft  powerful 
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means,  long  in  ufe  with  country  practitioners, 
and  of  late  ftrongly  recommended  by  Mr. 
Chamberlains,  is  the  dolichos  pruriens,  vari- 
ou fly  prepared;  but  the  molt  Ample  form,  that 
of  giving  it  mixed  up  with  treacle,  is,  per- 
haps, the  belt  of  all.  It  fhould  be  taken  night 
and  morning  for  three  or  four  days,  and  then 
be  purged  off  with  fenna-tea,  or  jalap  ; and  this 
courfe  be  repeated,  as  oceafion  may  require. 

Among!!  other  means,  efpecially  for  fuch  as 
may  be  at  a diftance  from  medical  afliftance, 
is  a mixture  of  pewter  filings  and  treacle,  of 
which  children  of  four  or  five  years  old,  may 
take  feveral  tea-fpoonsfull  in  a day,  almoft  at 
pleafure  ; which  they  will  alfo  readily  do,  for 
the  fake  of  the  treacle.  At  the  fame  time, 
from  five  to  ten  grains  of  jalap,  with  as  much 
of  the  hydrargyrus  cum  fulphure  Ihould  be 
given  twice  every  w7eek,  to  purge  off  the  dead 
worms.  Dr.  Rush  of  Philadelphia , firongly 
recommends  the  ruff  of  iron,  from  five  grains 
to  half  a dram,  for  infants  from  one  year  old 
to  five,  exhibiting  a purge  every  fourth  or  fifth 
day,  to  carry  the  worms  down,  as  they  die. 
To  anfwer  the  lafl:  purpofe,  the  following  plaif- 
ter  iS^femetimes  fufficient. 
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?&.  Aloes  fuccotorin. 

Pulv.  flor.  Chamaem.  aa  3j, 

Tereb.  venet.  S.  ut  ft.  Emplaftrum 
(cum  margine  emplaft.  adhaefivi)  apud  regi- 
onem  umbilici  admovendum  : fed  antea  appli- 
cationem,  imponatur  loco  umbilici  morfum 
goffipii.  Or  equal  parts  of  bullock’s  gall, 
and  powdered  aloes,  may  be  mixed  up  with 
any  undtuous  fubftance,  and  the  parts  below 
the  navel  be  anointed  with  it,  two  or  three 
times  a week ; or  fuccotorine  aloes  and  powder 
of  dried  rue,  made  into  a plaifter  with  Venice 
treacle,  and  applied  round  the  navel,  firft  co- 
vering that  part  with  a little  cotton. — I men- 
tion thefe  things  with  a view  to  the  country > 
poor,  whom  the  benevolence  of  practitioners 
may  incline  them  to  aflift,  and  who  may,  by 
thefe  eafy  means,  do  it  at  fo  little  expence  tq 
themfelves. 

If  the  complaint,  however,  has  been  of  long 
Handing,  and  the  child  not  very  young,  mer- 
curial purges  are  a more  expeditious,  and  a fafe 
remedy;  though  the  hydrargyrus  cum  fulphure 
taken  for  a length  of  time,  and  occafionally 
purging  with  fenna,  has  fometimes  fuccceded, 
even  where  there  have  been  the  fevereft  con- 
yullions.  For  which  likewife,  or  obflinate 
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contractions  of  the  limbs,  the  warm-bath  is 
often  effentially  neceffary. 

Throughout  the  cure, and  indeed  afterwards, 
the  diet  fhould  be  ftrictly  attended  to,  and  all 
fat  and  greafy  aliments  abftained  from.  The 
child  fhould  live  upon  milk,  broths,  and  meats 
of  eafy  digeftion,  with  toafted  bread  and  honey, 
inftead  of  butter,  which  is  exceedingly  pernU 
cious. — To  prevent  a return  of  the  complaint* 
in  older  children,  or  grown  people,  chalybeate- 
waters  and  bitters  may  be  made  ufe  of. 

As  it  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  formally  into 
the  diftind  treatment  often  neceffary  for  the 
tcenia  (which,  indeed,  I have  fometimes  feen 
brought  away  by  very  gentle  means ;)  I fhall  do 
no  more  than  refer  to  Shmucker’s  new  medi- 
cine, as  w*ell  as  the  celebrated  remedy  of  Mz- 
dame  Nouffer , faid  to  be  made  ufe  of  with  great 
fuccefs  in  France  and  Geneva ; as  I have  alfo 
known  it  to  be,  two  or  three  times,  in  this 
country.  It  can,  in  nowife,  however,  be  pro- 
per for  young  children,  though  it  may,  poflibly, 
be  fafely  had  recourfe  to  for  robuft  youths, 
growing  up  to  manhood.  It  is  intended  to 
operate  very  powerfully  on  the  bowels  for 
many  hours,  the  patient  being  fupported  the 
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while  by  repeated  large  draughts  of  broth,  or 
green-tea. 

The  preparation  of  the  preceding  day,  and 
fome  other  precife  directions,  are  equally  need- 
lefs  in  this  place,  and  perhaps  the  previous 
exhibition  of  two  or  three  drams  of  the  Radix 
Filicis  mafculini,  is  of  as  little  importance. — 
For  a full  account  of  the  procefs,  the  reader  is 
referred  to  Madame  Noujfer’s  Treatife,  pub- 
lifhed  by  Dr.  Simmons  anno  1787. 

The  purge  is  as  follows  : 

R.  Mercur.  dulc.  optime  fublimat. 

Refin.  Scammonii  elect,  a.  gr.  x. 

Gambogioe  gr.  vj.  vel  vij. 

Conferv.  Cynofb.  Q^S.  ut  ft.  bolus. 

The  Cevadella  or  Indian  Cauflic  Barley  is 
recommended  by  Shmucker  in  the  fifth  volume 
of  the  Journal  de  Peterjbourg*  as  an  almofl  in- 
fallible remedy  for  the  tinoea.  He  directs  a 
dram  of  the  feeds,  in  fine  powder,  to  be  given 
every  morning,  faffing,  mixed  with  honey;  and 

* Mr.  Loefler,  the  author  of  the  Journal affures  us,  that 
it  may  be  taken  thus  with  perfedt  fafety  ; and  annexes  cafes 
of  its  fuccefs  in  expelling  worms  of  different  kinds.  A yery 
powerful  remedy,  much  ufed  in  the  IVcJl  Indies , particularly 
for  the  lumhrki,  is  the  SJiigelia  Anthelmia,  a fpecies  of  Indian 
Pink ; but  it  has  not  as  yet,  I believe,  been  made  ufe  of  in 
this  couptry. 
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to  exhibit  on  the  fifth  morning  a draflic  pur- 
gative. 

Dr.  James  Sims  has  lately  fucceeded  with 
the  ol.  tereb.  of  which  the  patient  for  another 
complaint  had  taken  two  drams  as  a dofe. 

Convulsions. 

Convulsions  have  been  faid  to  be  induced 
by  the  laft  mentioned,  and  feveral  of  the  pre- 
ceding complaints.  They  are  of  two  kinds  ; 
the  fymptomatic , and  the  idiopathic ; though  the 
diftindtion  may  not,  perhaps,  be  perfectly 
philofophical,  or  accurate.  It  is  for  want  of 
fome  fuch  difcrimination,  however,  that  wri- 
ters have  had  occafion  to  obferve,  that  chil- 
dren are  much  often'er  fuppofed  to  die  of  con- 
vulfions  than  they  really  do ; for  though  a con- 
vulfion  frequently  clofes  the  fcene,  it  has  gene- 
rally arifen  from  the  great  irritability  of  their 
nerves,  and  violence  of  the  difeafe  under  which 
they  have  laboured.  But  fhould  it  be  granted, 
^ that  the  convulfions  of  children  are  generally 
fymptomatic,  infants  may,  neverthelefs,  be 
faid  to  die  of  them  more  frequently  than  fome 
authors  have  allowed ; for  where  a difeafe  is 
difpofcd  to  produce  violent  convulfions,  the 
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convulfions,  though  a mere  fymptom,  may 
carry  off  the  patient : and  as  it  may  fometimes 
he  prevented  or  removed,  by  its  proper  re- 
medies, (the  difeafe  which  occafioned  it  be- 
ing at. the  fame  time  properly  treated,)  infants 
may  often  be  recovered,  who  would  otherwife 
expire  in  a convulfion-fit. 

Such  original  Cause  maybe  a rafh  impro- 
perly repelled  ; but  is  much  oftener  feated  in 
the  gums,  in  the  'time  of  teething;  or  in  the 
firft-paffages,  where  fome  undigefted  matter, 
or  merely  pent-up  wind,  irritates  the  coats 
of  the  inteftines,  and  produces  irregular  mo- 
tions throughout  the  whole  nervous  fyftem. 
Zimmerman*  relates  an  inftance  of  this  kind, 
of  a child  who  during  the  firft  months  of  its 
life,  had  frequent  attacks  of  violent  convul- 
fions,  which  difappeared  intirely,  upon  the 
prohibition  of  meal-pap.  Indeed,  too  much 
caution  can  fcarcely  be  given  on  this  head, 
thick  victuals  being  a very  frequent  occafion  of 
convulfions  in  young  children.  Many  infants 
can  bear  no  kind  of  thickening  in  their  food  ; 
any  fort  of  bread,  rufk,  &c.  difordering  their 
bowels,  by  occafioning  their  contents  to  turn 
paftey,  and  cleave  to  the  coats  of  the  inteftines, 

* ■ Afta  Societatis  Zjrick,  Vol.  2. 
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whereby,  it  has  been  noticed,  a due  abforption 
of  the  nutricious  part  of  the  aliment  is  pre- 
vented, fo  that  children,  in  the  daily  habit  of 
taking  fufficient  food,  are,  neverthelefs  ema- 
ciated. Weak  and  tender  as  they  are,  they  in 
this  {late  require  repeated  purges,  cfpecially  of 
caftor-oil,  with  fome  light  cordial  on  the  inters 
mediate  days,  and  a total  abftinence  from  farina- 
ceous food.  For  fuch  children,  veal-tea  mixed 
with  milk,  is  among!!  the  moft  innocent  and 
nutricious.  Any  offenlive  load,  whether  from 
too  great  a quantity,  or  bad  quality  of  the  food, 
by  occafioning  a faulty  fecretion,  muff  a£t  like 
a poifon  ; and  that  the  convulfions  are  owing 
to  this  caufe  may  often  be  know  n by  the  com- 
plaints that  have  preceded  them,  fuch  as  loath- 
ings, coftivenefs,  purging,  pale  countenance, 
large  belly,  and  difturbed  fleep.  If  the  child 
is  two  or  three  years  old,  any  load  at  the  flo- 
mach  may  be  more  readily  difcovered  ; the 
tongue  will  be  foul,  the  (kin  hot,  and  the  pulfe 
quick  and  weak. 

Any  little  matter  capable  of  irritating  the 
nervous  fyftem,  will  induce  the  fymptomatic 
convulfions  in  fome  infants,  whilft  others  will 
withfand  a great  deal.  For  fuch  habits  as  the 
former,  the  cold-bath  will  be  found  the  bed 
preventive.  Every  young  infant  is,  however. 
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more  or  Iefs,  pre-difpofed  to  this  complaint  j 
and  the  difpofition  continues  throughout  child- 
hood, in  a proportion  to  the  tender  age,  and 
delicacy  of  the  habit.  The  younger  and  more 
irritable,  therefore,  an  infant  may  be,  it  will 
be  fo  much  the  more  liable  to  the  fymptoma- 
tic  convulsion,  efpecially  from  any  confidera- 
ble  difturbance  in  the  firft-paflages,  as  was 
mentioned  before,  particularly  the  bad  quality, 
or  over  thicknefs  of  the  breaft-milk,  or  other 
food  ; and  from  frights  of  the  wet-nurfe.  Of 
this  1 remember  a remarkable  infkince  in  a 
patient  of  my  ou?n,  in  whofe  houfe  a vifiter 
dropped  down  fuddenly  dead.  The  mother 
of  the  child,  which  was  fix  months  old,  was 
exceedingly  alarmed,  but  her  attention  being 
for  a moment  called  off  by  its  crying,  fhe  in- 
cautioufly  put  it  to  her  breaft.  It  was  not  an 
hour  afterwards  that  the  infant  was  feized  with 
a fit,  and  lay  either  convulfed  or  comatofe, 
without  fo  much  as  taking  the  breaft,  for  the 
fpace  of  fix  and  thirty  hours  ; though  it  was  at 
length  happily  recovered. 

Among  the  various  caufes  of  convulfions, 
(though  equally  an  occafion  of  many  other 
complaints]  may  be  mentioned  that  of  foul  air, 
and  want  of  cleanlinefs  in  the  drefs,  and  other 
accommodations  of  infants ; againft  which. 
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the  lower  clafs  of  people  cannot  be  cautioned 
too  often,  or  too  earneftly.  Such  a fource  of 
convullions  has  been  peculiarly  exemplified 
in  a diforder  whofe  attack  being  within  the 
firft  nine  days  after  birth,  has  been  denomi- 
nated the  nine-days  difeafe.  Readers  defirous 
of  a full  account  of  it,  are  referred  to  a paper 
of  Dr.  Clarke  of  Dublin  > publifhed  in  the 
Tranfacfiions  of  the  Royal  Irijh  Academy  for 
the  year  1789. 

It  is  noticed  on  the  prefent  occafion,  how- 
ever, merely  to  record  a fatal  convulfion,  in- 
duced by  mifmanagement : it  being  mentioned 
by  Dr.  Clarke  himfelf  as  altogether  an  en- 
demic in  the  Dublin  lying-in  hofpital,  where 
it  raged  for  many  years,  and  carried  off  fome 
thoufand children.  But itappearingaftera while 
to  the  Do(fior,that  the  diforder  might  probably 
be  entirely  owing  to  bad  air,  and  want  of 
cleanlinefs,  he  was  at  great  pains  to  remedy 
thefe  local  defeats ; and  thereby  prevented 
thofe  very  frequent  attacks  of  a difeafe,  which 
under  the  former  circumftances,  none  of  the 
phyficians  had  been  able  to  cure,  in  a fingle 
infiance. 

The  Cure  of  every  convulfion  will  confifi, 
principally,  in  removing  the  exciting  caufes, 
which  rryjfi,  therefore,  be  inquired  into.  If 
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from  improper  food  and  indigeftion,  a gentle 
emetic  fhould  be  given.  If  the  irritation  be 
in  the  bowels,  whatever  will  carry  down  their 
acrid  contents  will  cure  the  convulfions,  if  ad- 
miniftered  in  time  ; and  we  ought  generally  to 
begin  with  a clyfter.  If  the  ftools  appear  very 
foul  after  common  purges,  (in  which  cafe 
there  will  frequently  be  a difficulty  of  breath- 
ing) a few  grains  of  the  pulv.  e fcammon.  cum 
calomel,  may  be  given  with  great  propriety. 
But  if  the  difpolition  to  convulfions  continues, 
after  the  bowels  have  been  properly  cleanfed, 
and  no  new  irritation  of  them  may  be  appre- 
hended, anti-fpafmodics  Ihould  be  adminifter- 
ed,*  fuch  as  tinftura  fuliginis,  caftor.  fpir. 
cornu  cervi,  ol.  fuccini  re&if.  a drop  or  two  of 


* I fpeak  from  my  own  experience  of  the  efficacy  of  fuch 
remedies,  and  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  Harris, 
who  is  extremely  cautious  of  giving  heating  medicines  to 
infants,  fpeaks  favourably  of  fo.me  of  thefe. — “Ufushorum 
(fays  he)  baud  prorsus  improbandus  ell,  vel  in  tenellis  : 
nempe  quia  acidum  abforbendi  facilitate  excellunt.  Verum 

fumm-a  cautione,”  &c. Great  caution  is  certainly  necef- 

fary  in  regard  to  every  medicine  preferibed  for  infants,  and 
efpecially,  it  has  been  granted,  for  tliofe  of  a heating  quality  : 
neverthelefs,  it  may  be  repeated,  that  in  proportion  as  the 
diforders  of  infants  fliall  become  more  attended  to,  I doubt 
not,  it  will  appear  that,  in  this  country  at  leatt,  cordial  and 
volatile  medicines  are  frequently  both  more  expedient  and 
ufeful,  than  many  people  have  imagined, 
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tincft.  opii,  or  olei  rutae;  which  though  an  ob- 
folete  medicine,  is  a very  excellent  one.  The 
continuance  of  the  convulfton  here  treated  of, 
frequently  depends  on  the  debilitated  ftate,  or 
tender  age  of  the  infant.  The  oil  feems  to  ad 
by  invigorating,  and  reftoringa  due  tone  to  the 
alimentary  canal,  the  grand  fpring  of  good 
health.  A remedy  lefs  common  than  thofe 
above  mentioned,  but  in  fome  inftances  given 
with  the  beft  effed,  is  the  zincum  vitriolatum 
purific.  This  adminiftered  in  a proper  dofe 
ufually  ads  as  an  emetic,  and  if  it  fttould, 
muft  be  continued  afterwards  in  fmaller  dofes. 
Dr.  Cooke  very  ftrongly  recommends  a mixture 
with  fpermaceti  and  ol.  anifi,  and  perhaps  fuch 
a medicine  from  its  fheathing  and  warm  carmi- 
native qualities  may  be  as  proper  as  many  other ; 
though  the  ftyle  of  the  author  is  not  likely  to 
recommend  his  preferiptions  very  ftrongly  in 
the  prefent  day.*  Rubbing  the  fpine,  palms  of 
the  hands,  and  foies  of  the  feet  with  oleum 
fuccini,  or  the  aqua  ammoniae  has  likewife  had  a 
good  effed ; as  well  as  frictions  over  the  whole 

* After  having  looked  into  almoft  every  work  that  has  fallen 
in  my  way,  on  the  fubjedtof  infantile  difeafes,  I did  not  expect 
to  meet  with  any  thing  of  fo  late  a date  as  1769,  that  could 
reflett  any  fuch  difgrace  on  the  practice  of  pliyfic,  as  the 
very  anile  performance  of  this  writer. 
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body;  which  from  the  eonfeht  of  parts,  feems 
to  afford  more  benefit  than  might  be  imagin- 
ed.— A very  common  caufe  of  recurring  con- 
•vulfions,  has  been  faid  to  be  worms;  and  where 
no  other  probable  one  may  appear,  ought  to 
be  fufpecled : the  cure  will  then  depend  on 
the  proper  treatment  of  that  complaint,  the 
fymptoms  of  which  have  been  already  fuffi- 
ciently  pointed  out. 

Should  the  convulfions  arife  from  the  dis- 
appearance of  a rafh,  or  of  a difcharge  behind 
the  ears,  the  warm-bath,  blifters,*  gentle  purges, 
or  a few  drops  of  the  fpiritus  ammonias  comp, 
joined  with  fal  fuccini,  have  been  already  men- 
tioned as  the  proper  remedies.  But  when  the 
caufe  is  unknown,  as  the  approach  of  fmall- 
pox,  meafles,  or  other  eruptive  complaint, 

* Blifiers  may  be  dreffed  with'  the  common  white  cerate, 
rubbed  down  till  it  becomes  fmooth,  and  fpread  upon  a double 
linen  cloth,  inftead  of  the  hard  plaifters  commonly  made  ufe 
of,  which  are  very  harfh  to  the  tender  excoriated  furface.* — 
Blifters  will  fometimcs  inflame,  or  be  for  many  weeks  indif- 
pofed  to  heal  up,  in  children  as  wrell  as  in  adults  ; in  either 
of  t he fe .cafes,  covering  the  part  with  a collard  or  other  fbft 
cabbage-leaf,  (with  the  hard  fibres  on  the  back  part  cut  oil, 
and  gently  bruifed  with  a kitchen  rolling-pin)  will  often  re- 
move the  inflammation  fooner  than  any  other  application. 
Dufting  the  furface  afterwards  with  the  finely  levigated  pow- 
der of  lapis  calaminaris  will  frequently  difpofe  the  ill-con- 
ditioned ulcer  to  heal. 
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bathing  the  feet  in  warm  water,  and  throwing 
up  a clyfler,  are  the  fafe-ft  means.  If  from 
teething,  after  gentle  evacuations  and  other 
means  directed  under  that  head,  blitters,  oleum 
rutae,  laudanum,  or  the  fpiritus  setheris  vim-, 
olici  comp,  and  efpeciaily  lancing  the  gums, 
are  the  grand  remedies.  And  in  a view  to  the 
latter,  it  may  not  be  improper  in  this  place,, 
to  anticipate  fome  of  the  directions  for  doing 
this  little,  and  molt  falutary  operation,*  more 
effectually  than  it,  ufually,  is ; efpeciaily  in 
the  cafe  of  convulfions.  It  is  pretty  well 
known,  indeed,  that  it  is  not  fufficient  to  cut 
down  boldly  to  the  tooth,  and  liberate  it  in 
every  part ; nor  merely  to  free  all  fuch  teeth 
as  are  manifefily  making  their  way;  but  that 
others  aifo  muff  not  be  overlooked,  which 
though  lei's  evidently,  have  oftentimes  a fhare 
in  the  mifehief.  But  that  which  I would  here 
alfo  infill  upon,  is,  to  repeat  the  operation 
frequently,  till  either  the  teeth  make  their 
way,  or  the  convulfions  difappear.  And  as 
no  harm  can  arife  from  the  repetition,  I wifh 
to  enforce  the  idea  very  Brongly,  in  every  in- 
stance, where  teething  is  regarded  as  the  caufe 

* See  the  chapter  on  Teething. 
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of  convulfions : a perfect  cure  of  very  obfii-r 
nate  fits  being  fometimes  effected  by  lancing 
the  gums  for  even  five  or  fix  days  fucceffively. 
The  obvious  reafon  of  this  direction,  is,  that 
the  divided  parts  often  tumify*  or  heal  up 
again,  and  give  rife  to  fufficient  irritation,  in 
certain  habits,  to  keep  up  convulfions,  which 
on  the  other  hand,  yield  upon  fecuring  the 
nervous  parts  from  frefh  irritation  occafioned 
by  the  continued  protrufion  of  the  teeth.  In 
this  view  it  will  fometimes  be  proper  to  lance 
the  gum  acrofs,  as  for  the  double  teeth,  as 
fuggefied  by  Mr.  Ware  in  the  cafe  of  ophthal- 
my  occafioned  by  difficult  dentition. 

When  repeated  convulfions  connedfed  with 
fome  diforder  in  the  firft-pafiages,  and  recur- 
ring for  feveral  months,  withfiand  all  the  a- 
bove  means  of  cure  and  are  fufpected  to  arife 
from  fome  fault  in  the  brain,  they  will  fome- 
times difappear  of  themfelves  as  the  infant  gets 
older.  At  other  times,  the  appearance  of 
fome  other  complaint  has  put  an  £nd  to  the 
convulfions  ; and  not  unfrequently,  changing 
the  wet-nurfe;  and  fometimes  even  weaning 
children,  when  fix  or  eight  months  old,  has 
feemed  to  remove  the  complaint.  I remem- 
ber a remarkable  infiance  of  the  concurrence 
of  twro  of  thefe  circumftances ; the  child  be- 
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ing  feized  with  the  fmall-pox,  and  weaned, 
at  or  near  the  fame  time.  The  infant  pre- 
vioufly  to  this,  for  feveral  months  together  as 
conftantly  fell  into  violent  convulfions  as  it 
chanced  to  chew  a cruft  of  bread,  eat  a bit  of 
plain  pudding,  or  even  take  bread  and  milk; 
and  though  when  debarred  from  thefe,  and 
nourifhed  only  at  the  breaft  of  a healthy  nurfe, 
the  fits  recurred  every  two  or  three  weeks  : 
but  after  going  through  the  fmall-pox  in  a 
favourable  manner,  and  being  taken  wholly 
from  the  breaft,  the  fits  foon  difappeared,  and 
the  child  was  able  to  take  all  the  light  food 
iifually  given  to  infants. 

If  convulfions  come  on  without  any  of  the 
preceding  lymptoms,  they  have  generally  been 
concluded  to  be  a primary  difeafe,  and  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  from  the  brain.  Some  deri- 
vation from  the  head  is  therefore  to  be  attempts 
ed,  by  bleeding,  if  the  child  feems  able  to 
bear  it ; or  by  leeches  behind  the  ears,  on  the 
temples,  or  infide  of  the  arms  ; by  blifters ; 
purging;  bathing  the  feet  in  warm  water ; fric- 
tions of  the  legs,  and  rubbing  the  foies  of  the 
feet  with  the  aqua  ammonias.  If  children  of 
two  or  three  years  old  are  fubjed  to  flight  and 
frequent  fits,  iffues  or  fetons  fhould  be  made 

M2 


Convulsions. 


*64 

between  the  Ihoulders,  or  in  the  neck,  and  be 
kept  open  fora  length  of  time  : and  in  weakly 
children  chalybeate  waters  may  be  ufefut 

The  idiopathic  convulfionif  not  removed  in 

a few  days,  is  that  from  which  future  bad  con- 

fequences  may  fornetimes  be  expe&cd,  being 

followed  by  a temporary  lofs  either  of  the  light, 

or  hearing,  and  fornetimes  of  the  intellects.  If 

the  former,  it  is  attended  with  an  unmeaning 

countenance  and  a condant  dare  and  m'otion 

* 

of  the  eyes. — If  water  in  the  head  be  not  par- 
ticularly fufpe&ed,  and  the  common  nervous 
medicines,  with  purges  and  bliders  have  had 
no  good  effecd,  bleeding  with  leeches,  and  re- 
peated emetics  fhould  be  had  recourfe  to  ; and 
if  trie  bowels  continue  in  a good  date,  the 
aqua  kali,  as  a diuretic,  may  be  made  trial  of. 

Such  are  the  ufual  remedies  to  which  re- 
courfe has  been  had  for  the  idiopathic  convul- 
fion  ; but  of  late  years  I have  been  led  to  make 
trial  of  mufk ; and  from  no  fmall  fuccefs, 
think  I am  warranted  in  drongly  recommend- 
ing it  to  the  notice  of  phydeians.  And  I am 
the  rather  led  to  this,  becaufe  I conceive  it  to 
have  been  long  out  of  repute  as  a remedy  for 
children,  and  probably  one  that  has  never  had 
a proper  trial  in  their  nervous  affections ; as 
in  that  cafe,  w'efhpujd  expeCt  it  would  have 
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been  noticed  more  particularly  by  the  older 
writers.* 

In  fome  of  the  wool'll  cafes,  however,  of 
long  continued  convullions,  and  fits  apparently 
truly  epileptic,  not  to  be  attributed  to  the 
ufual  caufes  of  infantile  irritation  ; as  well  as 
where  all  the  cuftomary  remedies  have  been 
previoully  and  Unfuccefsfully  tried,  a free  ex- 
hibition of  mufk  has  reftored  children  to  health* 
And  this  not  only  w^here  the  long  continuance 
of  the  fits  has  led  good  phyficians  to  pronounce 
them  idiopathic  ; but  where  the  convulfions 
havealfo  induced  total  blindnefs,  or  othervvife 
deranged  the  faculties  for  feveral  months.-— 
At  leaf!,  I may  aflert,  that  an  immediate  abate- 
ment of  the  fits  has  followed  the  exhibition  of 
this  medicine,  and  in  the  end,  the  removal  of 
all  its  ill-confequences. 

But  when  the  idiopathic  convulfion  attacks 

Very  young  children,  it  generally  terminates 

»» 

* It  is  not  my  intention,  however,  to  afTert  that  mufk  has, 
fit  no  time,  been  frequently  adminiftered  in  thefc  cafes  ; tho’ 
it  is  probable  not  very  lately.  I am  not  ignorant  that  many 
valuable  medicines  have  been  long  negledted,  in  favour  of 
others  of  the  fame  clafs,  and  been  taken  up  again  at  a future 
age.  Pradtitioncrs,  neverthelefs,  ought  to  ftate  what  has 
been  their  own  experience  of  any  medicine,  in  preference  to 
others,  after  a fair  trial  of  feveral,  irr  particular  complaints, 
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veryfoon,  fometimes  indeed,  indantly ; and  in 
many  is  fatal  before  any  means  can  be  made 
ufe  of ; efpecially  in  the  cafe  of  hydrocephalus. 

I have,  however,  often  imagined,  that  we  are 
frequently  midaken  in  regard  to  fuch  hady 
deaths,  and  that  when  conviilfions  prove  fo 
fuddenly  fatal,  they  are  more  commonly  fympto- 
jnaticj  and  are  occafioned  much  oftener  than 
is  fufpeeded  by  over-feeding. — I have  known 
fome  of  the  larged:  and  fined  infants  I have 
ever  feen,  die  fuddenly  in  the  month,  imme- 
diately after  the  nurfe  had  boaded  of  their  hav- 
ing eaten  three  boats-full  of  victuals. 

In  this  view  of  the  difeafe,  a few  words  more 
may  not  be  wholly  unnecelfary,  efpecially  as 
they  will  hold  out  much  comfort  in  regard  to 
this  alarming  complaint ; by  which,  I am  how- 
ever affured,  many  infants  haveperifhed  merely 
from  its  not  being  properly  didinguidied.  For 
though,  indeed,  all  convuldom-fits  are  in  their 
appearance  exceedingly  (hocking,  yet  under 
proper  treatment  they  are  much  lefs  frequently 
fatal  than  is  commonly  imagined,  however 
often  they  may  recur,*  neither  is  the  frequency 

* The  account  in  the  yearly  bills  of  mortality  is  efpecially 
erroneous  in  regard  to  this  complaint,  and  has  perhaps  added 
to  the  alarm  which  the  appearance  of  a convulsion  univerfally 
occafions. 
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of  their  returns  during  infancy,  nor  the  long 
Continuance  of  fuch  a difpofition  an  indica- 
tion of  future  evils,  if  the  fits  themfelves  be 
of  the  kind  here  fuppofed.*  But  though  ex- 
perience warrants  my  fpeaking  with  confidence 
on  this  head,  with  a view  to  prevent  any  un- 
neceffary  difirefs,  yet  would  I,  by  no  means* 
put  the  practitioner  off  his  guard  ; fince  the 
recovery,  in  many  cafes,  depends  fo  entirely 
upon  an  expeditious  ufe  of  the  remedy,  that 
even  the  time  loft  in  fending  abroad  for  a re- 
medy may  be  fatal  to  the  infant* 

Fits  of  this  kind  are,  indeed*  pretty  gene- 
rally known  to  arifefrom  irritating  matter  con- 
fined in  the  firft-paffages,  as  has  been  already 
explained,  but  I believe  it  is  not  fo  generally 
underfiood,  how  often  fuch  matters  are  lodged 
in  the  ftomach,  (perhaps  the  pylorus  itfelf;) 
or  very  low  down  in  the  tedium.  Inftances  of 
the  latter  are  not  wanting, wherein  the  hardened 
feces  have  lain  fo  low  as  to  dilate  the  fphindler 


* The  above  observation  is,  I believe,  ftriftly  true  in  re- 
gard to  fuch  kind  of  fits  ; and  though  in  fonre  others,  as 
hinted  before,  the  intellects  have  appeared  afterwards  to  be 
impaired,  yet  are  the  inftances  fo  very  few,  that  there  is, 
upon  the  whole,  little  room  for  alarm  in  the  apprehenfion  of 
fuch  confluences, 
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ani  fufficiently  to  expofe  them  to  view,  and 
yet  the  infant  been  dead  before  a clyfter  could 
be  procured  from  a neighbouring  apothecary’s  ; 
whereas  fuch  fits  ccafe  immediately  after  a 
plentiful  evacuation  from  the  bowels,  artifici- 
ally induced  : fo  alfo  I have  been  an  infant  in 
the  month,  lying  torpid  for  an  hour  together, 
in  a kind  of  fit,  and  apparently  in  the  very 
article  of  death,  brought  out  of  it  entirely 
after  a large  and  fpontaneous  difeharge  of  thick 
feces.  In  like  manner  hidden  death  has  taken 
place  when  the  load  has  been  in  the  fiomach  ; 
whilft  other  children  have  been  faved  by  fpon- 
tancoufly  throwing  it  up.  Whether  in  the  former 
cafe,  the  noxious  irritation  be  in  the  rectum, 
which  may,  polTibly,  bedoubted ; or  from  theob- 
ftru&ion  there,  acrid  matter  be  confined  higher 
up,  is  not  of  any  particular  importance ; the 
confined  feces  below,  and  their  timely  remo- 
val being,  alike,  the  certain  occalion,  and  re- 
medy of  the  evil. 

After  what  has  been  faid,  it  would  be  fcarcely 
neceffary  to  point  out  the  remedies  in  a formal 
way,  but  for  the  fake  of  diredting  the  moft  ex- 
peditious manner  of  applying  them.  In  the 
firft  inftance,  douhtlefs,  the  obvious  means  arc 
a foap  clylter  with  two  or  more  tea-fpoonsfull 
of  fait,  (fuch  articles  being  always  at  hand) 
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and  afterwards  adminifiering  one  or  other  of 
the  purges  formerly  directed;  which  it  may 
often  be  neceffary  to  repeat  for  fome  days,  per- 
haps with  an  interval  between.  But  when  ail 
infant  falls  fuddenly  into  a convulfion  veryfoon 
after  fucking,  or  feeding,  efpecially  if  on  any 
thing  actually  improper,  and  the  bowels  have 
been  for  fome  days  in  an  orderly  hate,  it  may 
reafonably  be  prefumed,  that  the  irritation  is 
in  the  ftomach,  efpecially  if  there  be  an  un- 
ufual  palenefs  of  the  countenance,  indicating 
ficknefs  ; or  on  the  contrary,  any  confiderable 
blacknefs,  with  fymptomsof  fuffocation  * which 
I think  do  not  come  on  fo  foon  when  the  ob- 
ftruction  is  in  the  bowels.  And  it  fhould  here 
be  remarked,  that  it  is  not  neceffary,  that  the 
load  in  the  ffomach  fhould  be  confiderable  in 
quantity  in  order  to  induce  fuch  fuclden  and 
alarming  convulfions  ; it  is  fufheient'  that  the 
ftomach  be  really  oppreffed  by  it  to  a certain 
degree ; nor  does  it  always  appear  to  arife  fo 
'much  from  an  oppreffive  abundance,  as  from 
a fmall  piece  of  undigefted  food,  irritating, 
and  perhaps  confined  as  has  been  faid,  in  the 
pylorus. 

In  the  cafe  here  deferibed  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  think  of  a formal  emetic,  at  lead: 
without  making  trial  of  fome  more  expedi- 
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tious  means,  fuch  as  irritating  the  pharynx 
with  the  finger,  ora  feather,  or  forcing  in  the 
fmoke  of  tobacco,  if  that  be  at  hand  ; either 
of  which  often  inftantly  produces  vomiting, 
and  puts  an  end  to  the  fit.  To  this  end,  the 
child  fhould  be  fupported  by  a hand  placed 
under  its  fiomach  and  belly,  whilft  the  feather 
or  other  means  are  made  ufe  of;  in  which  po- 
fition  the  infant  will  be  made  to  vomit  more 
readily,  and  with  lefs  draining,  than  in  any 
other. — It  is  hoped  that  the  importance  of  the 
fubj.eCt,  as  well  as  the  very  frequent  fuccefs  at- 
tending the  plans  laid  recommended,  under  the 
mod;  alarming  appearances,  may  be  thought  an 
apology  for  the  length  of  this  chapter,  as  well 
as  the  fort  of  repetitions  made  ufe  of. 

It  is  further  to  be  noted,  that  fymptomatic 
convulfions  are  fometimes  the  effect  of  a falu- 
tary  effort  of  nature,  to  produce  a crifis  in 
fome  difeafe  the  child  labours  under ; in  which 
cafe,  great  caution  fhould  be  ufed  not  to  be 
over  officious : bathing  the  feet  in  warm  water, 
however,  as  mentioned  before,  will  be  per- 
fectly fafe,  and  perhaps  ufeful. — Having  fpoken 
of  opiates,  I diall  juft  obferve,  that  though 
they  are  often  very  ferviceable,  when  judici— 
oudy  prefcribed,  they  become  very  hurtful  if 
improperly  adminidered.  They  will,  however, 
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always  be  fafe,  where  convulfions  continue  after 
the  firft  exciting  caufe  has  been  removed  ; or 
where  they  are  fo  violent  as  to  become  an  ob- 
Ifacle  to  adminiftering  proper  remedies;  or 
when  the  original  complaint  is  of  a fpafmodic 
nature.  When  arifing  from  debility  and  lan- 
guor, the  tindl.  valer.  volat.  adminiftered  in 
fome  generous  white-wine,  has  been  found  a 
fuccefsful  remedy. 

When  convulfions  occur  many  times  in  a 
day,  it  is  of  importance  to  attend  to  the  dif- 
tance  of  the  paroxyfms ; from  which  a much 
better  indication  may  be  had  of  their  immediate 
danger,  than  from  the  forcible  contraftion  of 
the  mufcles  during  the  fit.  For,  where  the  in- 
tervals are  fhort,  though  the  fit  itfelf  be  not 
long,  nor  violent,  the  difeafe  is  more  danger- 
ous than  where  fevere  paroxifms  are  attended 
with  long  intervals. 

Paralysis,  or  Palsy. 

T he  Palfy  is  a more  common  diforder  in  in- 
fants, and  young  children  than  writers  feem  to 
have  imagined,  being  confined  to  no  age,  ( hav- 
ing been  fecn  as  early  as  the  third  day  after 
birth)  and  attacking  children  in  very  different 
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degrees,  in  the  manner  it  docs  adult  perfonU. 
It,  accordingly,  fometimes  feizes  the  upper, 
and  fometimes  the  lower,  extremities ; in  fome 
infiances,  it  takes  away  the  entire  ufe  of  the 
limbs  it  has  attacked,  and  in  others,  only  weak- 
ens them.  Sometimes  the  fpeech  is  very  much 
affeCted,  and  at  others  not  at  all  ; the  intel- 
lect is  alfo  greatly  impaired  in  fome  in  fiances, 
and  in  others  is  only  torpid  ; for  though  chil- 
dren may  be  dull  and  heavy,  like  other  paraly- 
tics, yet  when  rouzed,  their  imagination  is 
found  to  be  fully  awake  to  the  common  objects 
around  them. 

The  palfy  more  commonly  appears  in  the 
form  of  hemiphlegia;  but  if  it  be  neither  fa- 
tal, nor  foon  cured,  it  is  often  found  to  fteal 
imperceptibly  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  body. 
In  one  inflance,  I was  witnefs  to  the  paralytic 
affedtion  quitting  one  fide,  to  feize  the  other, 
only  two  days  before  the  child  died. 

In  any  cafe,  the  palfy  in  young  fubjeCts  is  to 
be  treated  in  much  the  fame  manner  as  in 
adults ; and  being  ufually  attended  with  cof- 
tivenefs,  calls  for  brifk  purges  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  and  a repetition  of  opening  medicines 
throughout  the  courfe  of  the  complaint.  And, 
indeed,  if  cathartics  and  bliflers  do  not  foon 
afford  relief,  the  diforder  ufually  becomes  chro- 
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meal,  and  the  child  links  gradually  in  the 
courfe  of  a few  months,  or  drags  on  a mif- 
crable  life  for  ten  or  twelve  years,  with  more 
or  lefs  debility  of  the  arms  or  legs  ; but  very 
rarely  arrives  at  manhood.  Indeed,  thecaufes 
of  palfy,  particularly  in  young  people,  who 
are  dill  growing,  are  fo  numerous,  and  arc 
often  fo  entirely  out  of  the  reach  of  art,  as 
well  from  their  nature,  as  their  feat,  being  fre- 
quently in  the  nerves  themfelves,  or  the  brain, 
that  fuch  an  event  cannot  be  wondered  at. 

But  where  no  morbid  change  of  parts  has 
taken  place,  perhaps  infants  and  young  chil- 
dren arc oftencr  perfccflly  cured  than  thofe  more 
advanced  in  years,  by  the  mere  exhibition  of 
two  or  three  brilk  purges,  whereof  calomel 
often  forms  a neceffary  part,  as  the  palfy  fre- 
quently originates  from  foul  matters  in  the 
fird-padages.  After  purging,  bliders  lhould 
be  applied,  and  if  no  fever  attends,  nervous 
medicines  be  adminidered,  fuch  as  valerian, 
cador,  ammonia  prpeparata,  and  the  fpiritus 
mtheris  vitriolici  compofitus.  In  fome  in- 
dances, the  bark  and  deel  have  proved  ufeful; 
or  fri&ions  with  flannel  and  aromatics,  or 
ether,  and  the  ufe  of  the  waters  at  Bath  ; and 
as  frequently  as  any  other  mean,  ele&rieity, 
Specially  if  indead  of  giving  fliocks,  th<*’ 
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eledlric  aura  only  be  applied,  or  fparks  drawn 
from  the  body  feated  in  the  infulating-chair. 
If  the  head  be  much  affected,  a fmall  blifter, 
or  leeches  applied  to  the  temples  may  be  pro- 
per, in  certain  habits. 

When  the  pal fy  becomes  chronical,  more 
general  remedies  will  be  called  for,  according 
to  the  particularfymptoms  that  may  occur;  but 
more  commonly,  remedies  of  the  warmer  clafs. 

The  pally  is  fometimes  occafioned  or  fuc- 
ceeded  by  water  in  the  head  ; and  in  the  for- 
mer cafe,  the  futures  of  the  fkull  being  gene- 
rally Hill  open,  and  allowing  of  diftenfion,  the 
fymptoms  of  comprelfed  brain  will  not  appear 
fo  foon  as  they  otherwife  would, 

In  the  fufpicion  of  hydrocephalus,  mercury, 
and  diuretic  medicines  may  be  made  ufe  of ; 
though  it  is  to  be  feared,  with  but  little  pro- 
lped:  of  fuccefs,  when  the  original  difeafe  has 
proceeded  thus  far. 

I have  noticed  a few  inflances  of  a partial 
paralyfis  of  one,  or  all  the  extremities ; but 
this  has  always  given  way  very  foon.  Belides 
teething  infants,  whom  it  has  been  faid  to  at- 
tack, I have  feen  it  in  others  who  are  older, 
and  the  fineft  children,  and  is  then  generally 
attended  with  a foul  ftate  of  the  bowels.  In 
any  cafe,  the  only  remedies  I have  found  ne« 
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celTary,  have  been  calomel  or  fome  other  pur- 
. gative ; fometimes  an  emetic,  and  volatile  em- 
brocation to  the  limbs.  Electricity,  I am  told, 
has  been  advifed  in  one  inltance  ; and  if  the 
complaint  iliould  not  othenvife  yield,  may  as 
properly  be  had  recourfe  to  in  this,  as  the  for- 
mer in  fiances, 


Skin-bound. 

T ms  being  a fpafmoding  affection, and  fome, 
times  attended  with  the  convulfion  called  te- 
tanus, may  very  properly  be  noticed  in  this 
place.  It  is  a diforder  but  little  known  either 
to  the  ancient  or  modern  writers,  (and  has 
been  Iefs  underfiood  j)  being  only  twice  pub- 
licly noticed,  that  I know  of,  until  a few  years 
ago.  The  one  at  the  beginning  of  this  cen- 
tury, in  a xlill-born  infant,  in  the  hofpital  at 
Stockholm^  and  the  other  about  forty  years  ago, 
in  a Neapolitan  girl  of  feventeen  years  of  age, 
in  the  royal  hofpital  at  Naples ; the  fuccefs- 
ful  treatment  of  whom,  I think,  may  throw 
fome  light  on  this  difeafe,  hitherto  fo  little 
known.  The  former  is  accurately  defcribed  by 
UZENBESIUS,  and  recorded  //zSCURINGIJ^ 
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Embrologia  ( de f<etu  frigido  e t rigido *)  but  with- 
out adverting;  at  all  to  its  treatment.  The  cafe, 
as  I fince  find,  is  tranferibed  into  the  Epbemerid , 
Academ.  Naiurie  Curiojor.  Cent.  ix. 

The  above  is  related  in  a manner  importing 
it  to  be  an  uncommon  occurrence,  and  the 
difeafe  at  that  time  little,  if  at  all  known  : and 
though  recorded  in  two  diftindt  works,  (the 
latter  of  which  is  rather  confulted  than  regu- 
larly perufed)  the  cafe  feems  to  have  been 
generally  overlooked,  and  confequently  the 
true  nature  of  the  difeafe  remained  nearly  in 
its  original  obfcurity.  It  was,  indeed,  not  till 
a twelvemonth  after  my  fhort  account  of  it 
appeared,  that  this  diforder  began  to  engage 
the  attention  of  the  French  phyficians,  in  con- 
fequence  of  Monjieur  Andrij  being  called  upon 
to  take  the  charge  of  the  Hofpicedes  Erfans  trou - 
ves  at  Paris,  The  difeafe,  indeed,  had  been 
often  feen  both  in  that  hofpital  and  the  hotel 
DieUy  but  having  always  proved  fatal,  little 
attention  had  been  for  a long  time  paid  to  it, 
till  Dr.  Andrij  was  eledted  phyfician  to  the 

* The  midwife  is  reported  to  have  faid,  that  this  intanfc 
though  born  alive,  felt  as  intenfely  cold  and  rigid  when  it 
came  into  the  world  as  a piece  of  ice. — How  this  might  be,  I 
leave  to  the  Academy  of  the  Curious  to  determine. 
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firft  mentioned  charity  ; fince  which  time,  no 
pains  feem  to  have  been  fpared  in  the  invefti- 
gation  of  it : and  the  fubjed  having  fince  been 
taken  up  by  the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine,  it 
is  hoped  additional  light  will  be  thrown  upon 
it,  if  the  diftraded  date  of  affairs  in  that  king- 
dom can  admit  of  the  calm  confideration  of 
fuch  fubjeds. 

That  the  prefent  account  of  the  difeafe  may 
be  clearly  Rated,  I fhall  firft  confider  it  as  it 
has  appeared  in  this  country,  in  the  manner  I 
had  long  ago  intended,  and  had  adually  drawn 
up  before  I was  favoured  with  fome  further 
defcription  of  it,  by  Dr.  Andrij . 

It  has,  indeed,  been  much  lefs  common  in 
this  kingdom  than  on  the  continent,  but  is 
equally  ah  hofpital  difeafe,  and  feldom  met  with 
but  accompanied  with  fome  bowel  complaint, 
and  ftill  more  rarely  appearing  at  the  birth. 
It  was  firft  fpoken  of  in  public,  I believe,  by 
my  friend  Dr.  Denman  when  a teacher  in  mid- 
wifery, and  phyficiantothe  Middle/ex  hofpital; 
whofe  unwearied  attention  to  it  there,  though 
not  with  all  the  defired  effed,  does  him  more 
honour  than  could  have  been  derived  from  the 
moil  fuccefsful  treatment  of  a difeafe  lefs  fatal 
than  this  has  proved  wherever  it  has  appeared, 
vol.  1.  N 
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The  Britijh  Lying-in  hofpiial  has  been  very 
little  in  felled  with  it,  and,  poftibly,  by  being 
folely  appropriated  to  the  reception  of  preg- 
nant women,  which  the  Middlefex  is  not ; the 
air  of  which  may  on  that  account  be  lefs  pure 
and  falutary. 

The  following  Symptoms  (Dr.  Denman  ob- 
fe'rves)  tc  have  been  conlidered  as  pathogno- 
monic, or  charadieriftic  of  the  difeafe. 

ill.  The  fkin  is  always  of  a yellowilh  white 
colour,  giving  the  idea  of  foft  wax. 

2d.  The  feel  of  the  fkin  and  flefh  is  hard 
and  refilling,  but  not  edematofe.* 

3d.  The  cellular  membrane  is  fixed  in  fuch 
a manner  that  the  fkin  will  not  Hide  over  the 
fubjacent  mufcles  ; not  even  on  the  back  of  the 
hands,  where  it  is  ufually  very  loofe  and  pliable. 

4th.  This  ftriclure  often  extends  over  the 
whole  body  ; but  the  fkin  is  peculiarly  rigid  in 
the  parts  about  the  face,  and  on  the  extremities. 

5th.  The  child  is  always  cold. 

6th.  The  infant  makes  a peculiar  kind  of 
moaning  noife,  which  is  often  very  feeble;  and 
never  cries  like  other  children. 

7th.  Whatever  number  of  days  fuch  chil- 

* To  me  the  appearance  and  feel  of  the  fkin  have  exa&ly 
refembled  that  of  a peifon  who  has  died  during  a very  hard 
frofi. 
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dren  may  furvive,  they  always  have  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  dying.” 

Thisdifeafe  commences  at  no  regular  period  t 
but  whenever  it  takes  place  it  attacks  feveral 
infants  within  a fhort  time;  and  chiefly  thofe 
who  may  be  in  the  laft  ftage  of  obftinate  bow'el 
complaints,  in  which  the  ftools  are  of  a waxey 
or  clayey  confidence.  It  has  been  alfo  re- 
marked, that  it  fometimes  makes  its  appear- 
ance as  an  original  difeafe,  and  in  that  cafe 
more  frequently,  I think,  within  the  firft  ten 
days  after  birth : a few  children  have  even  been 
born  with  it,  and  fuch  have  never  furvived 
many  days.  . 

I have  feen  the  rigidity  extending  beyond 
the  cellular  membrane,  fo  as  to  affedt  the  muf* 
cles,  but  only  thofe  of  the  lower  jaw,  which 
became  perfectly  rigid  : but  this  fpafm  or  teta- 
nus does  not  feem  to  be  a frequent  fy  mptom,  nor 
do  convulfions  extend  to  the  extremities,  as  they 
are  found  to  do  in  France ; nor  have  I difcover- 
ed  any  extravafation  in  the  cellular  membrane 
after  death,  reported  to  be  conftantly  met  with 
in  that  country.  Moreover,  in  no  inftance 
that  I have  heard  of,  has  the  difeafe  been  at- 
tended with  the  eryfipelatous  affedions  uni- 
formly noticed  there. 
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The  Cause  of  this  dreadful  complaint,  when 
either  congenite,  or  evidently  fupervenient  to 
diforders  of  the  firft-paflages,  feems  to  me  to 
be  a fpafm  depending  very  much  upon  a cer- 
tain morbid  flate  of  thofe  parts,  and  with 
which  the  fkin  is  well  known  to  have  a pecu- 
liar fympathy.  But  when,  though  an  original 
difeafe,  it  does  not  take  place  till  fome  days 
after  birth,  which,  I believe,  is  rarely  the  cafe 
except  in  large  hofpitals,  and  other  crowd- 
ed apartments;  the  irritating  caufe,  in  fuch 
inftances,  is  probably  feated  in  the  febaceous 
glands,  and  the  difeafe  feems  to  be  an  endemic 
of  certain  feafons,  arifing  from  that  unwhole- 
fome  air  to  which  fuch  places  are  peculiarly’ 
liable. 

The  means  of  Cure  in  this  country,  (where, 
it  has  been  faid,  the  diforder  is  more  fimple,) 
have  been  different  from  thofe  that  have  lately 
been  found  fuccefsful  in  France  ; but  inftances 
of  recovery  have  been  very  few  in  either.  When 
the  diforder  was  firft  noticed,  its  treatment 
was  confined  to  a ftridt  attention  to  the  ftate 
of  the  bowels,  and  rendering  the  feveral  me- 
dicines very  wrarm  by  means  of  the  compound 
fpirit  of  ammonia,  which  w'as  adminiftered 
every  four  or  fix  hours  ; and  was  the  only  plan 
attended  with  anyfucqefs.  Together  w’ith  this. 
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I after  forne  time  directed  the  frequent  ufe  of 
a warm-bath,  and  chafing  the  whole  body  af- 
terwards with  warm  flannel ; means  which  have 
fince  appeared  to  have  been  attended  with  the 
firfl  inftances  of  fuccefs  in  France,  as  will  be 
noticed  below. 

As  the  difeafe  raging  fo  much  in  France  dif- 
fers in  many  refpedts  from  ours,  it  is  very  doubt- 
ful how  far  the  plan  of  cure  adopted  there  may 
be  applicable  in  this  country,  and  my  own  ex- 
perience has  hitherto  not  gone  beyond  the 
means  I have  mentioned  : but  I would  venture 
to  fuggeft,  that  in  many  cafes,  trial  might  be 
fafely  and  properly  made  not  only  of  carmina- 
tive clyfters,  but  alfo  of  a grain  of  calomel 
previous  to  the  infant  being  put  into  a vapor- 
bath  ; and  after  a fufficient  number  of  ftools 
lhall  have  been  procured  by  thefe  means,  ex- 
hibiting other  volatile  and  cordial  remedies 
befide  the  fpirit  of  ammonia ; as  well  as  anti- 
fpafmodics  of  different  kinds. 

After  the  defcription  given  of  this  diforder 
as  it  appears  in  London , little  more  will  be  ne- 
ceffary,  I apprehend,  than  to  feledl  the  cir- 
cumffances  in  which,  it  has  been  noticed,  that 
in  France  is  found  to  differ. 

It  has  already  been  faid,  that  it  is  more  frc- 
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quently  attended  with  tetanus,  and  never  oc- 
curs without  thofe  appearances  mentioned  un- 
der the  article  Eryfipelas  infantile,  efpecially 
the  rednefs  and  hardnefs  about  the  pubes,  ac- 
companied further  with  tumour  and  rednefs  of 
the  foies  of  the  feet.  But  thefe  parts,  it  feems, 
though  of  a purple  red,  are  intenfely  cold  ; 
very  rarely  fuppurate;  butfometimes  mortify.^ 
In  one  very  late  inftance,  however,  the  infant 
Was  not  cold,f  but  on  the  contrary,  exceed- 
ingly hot.  The  legs,  thighs,  and  foies  of  the 
feet  were  red  and  hard  ; but  no  mention  being 
made  of  a general  tightnefs  of  the  fkin,  it  is 
probable  this  child  was  affecfted  only  with  the 
infantile  eryfipelas  which  appears  amongft  us. 

Befides  the  above  variations,  the  infants  are 
faid  to  fwallow  with  extreme  pain  ; the  extre- 
mities, efpecially  the  legs,  are  much  enlarged, 
and  attended  with  a ferous  effufion  in  the  cej- 

* This  is  faid  to  be  the  cafe  in  four  or  five  children  out  of 
twenty,  all  of  whom  are  found  to  dje  in  a few  hours  after  the 
gangrene  . has  taken  pla,ce;  and  become  fo  putrid,  that  by 
the  next  day,  the  fkin  feparates  from  every  part  of  the  body, 
fo  as  to  adhere  to  the  hands  of  thofe  ^'ho  have  qccafion  tq 
touch  them. 

f One  infiance  of  this  kind  a]fo  occured  at  the  Britiih  Ly- 
ing-in Ilofpital;  and  in  this  cafe  there  was  likowife  tumour, 
hardnefs,  and  rednefs  about  the  pubes,  and  different  part^ 
of  the  extremities. 
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iular  membrane,  which  we  have  not  hitherto 
noticed : and  the  difordcr  is  faid  to  rage  molt 
in  the  hotter  months.  One  inftance,  however, 
of  difficulty  of  fwallowing,  fell  under  my  no- 
tice ; the  child,  at  lealf,  refufed  the  bread,  and 
fwal  lowed  unwillingly  whatever  was  offered  it: 
but  this  infant  fcarcely  furvived  the  attack  fif- 
teen hours. — In  France , it  is  further  obferved, 
that  the  infants  die  about  the  third  or  fourth 
day,  or  at  furtheff,  on  the  feventh  from  the 
birth.  It  is  probable,  there  is  another  and 
very  material  variation,  in  refpedt  to  the  degree 
of  ftridture  and  immobility  of  the  fkin,  which 
are  not  clearly  expreffed  to  be  either  fo  confi- 
derable  or  extend ve,  as  in  the  difeafe  I have 
been  deferibing;  but  are  more  confined  to  thofe 
parts  which  become  red  and  tumid.  But  in 
the  inftance  recorded  by  Scuringius  it  was 
clearly  otherwife,  the  infant  being  faid  to  feel, 
from  head  to  foot,  like  a piece  of  fiefh  dried 
in  the  fmoke.  This  child  furvived  a complete 
day,  during  which  time  it  took  no  fort  of 
nourifhment,  and  never  cried,  nor  made  any 
kind  of  noife. 

Upon  examining  a great  number  of  dead 
bodies  at  the  Enfans  Frouves,  the  ferous  extra- 
vafation  is  conflantly  met  with ; is  of  a deep 
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yellow  colour  and  fluid,  but  coagulates  with 
heat.;  the  fat  is  peculiarly  folid  ; the  glands 
and  lymphatics,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  mefenr 
tery,  are  found  duffed,  and  the  liver  uncom- 
monly large,  with  a great  quantity  of  deep  co- 
loured bile  in  the  gall-bladder;  aiyd  the  lungs 
are  faid  to  be  loaded  with  blood,  as  well  a$  to 
contain  an  unufual  quantity  of  air. 

The  fuppofed  Cause  of  this  difeafe  amongft 
them  feems  to  me  but  ill  accounted  for ; the 
complaint  being  attributed  to  the  improper 
diet  of  the  mother  or  her  infant ; or  to  cold  it 
has  taken  at  the  birth  : whereas,  the  coldnefs 
and  rigidity  of  the  fkin  feem  to  be  but  mere 
fymptoms,  and  not  the  difeafe  ; efpecially  as 
their  children,  like  ours,  are  but  rarely  at- 
tacked from  the  birth.  The  difeafe  appears 
to  be  a true  endemic,  ariling  from  foul  air, 
efpecially  as  it  is  found  only  to  attack  the  poor, 
and  particularly  to  infeft  the  two  large  hofpi- 
tals  that  are  crouded  above  all  others,  and  re- 
ceive the  lowed:  and  mod  wretched  part  of 
them;  of  wflofe  new-born  children,  it  is  fup- 
pofed, one  out  of  twenty  is  vifited  with  this 
difeafe. 

It  has  been  hinted,  that  for  a long  while,  lit- 
tle attention  was  paid  to  this  complaint,  on  ac-, 
Count  of  its  condant  fatality,  fix  hundrecj  in- 
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fants  finking  under  it  every  year,  in  a Tingle 
hofpital  ; about  four  hundred  ot  which  are  born 
in  the  Hotel-Dieu. 

Eut  fince  Dr.  Andrij’s  election  to  the  Hofpicc 
des  Infans  trouves , various  means  have  been  atr 
tempted  both  by  himfelf  and  his  colleague, 
Mr.  Auvety  ; and  amongft  other  means,  the 
warm-bath,  which  appears  to  have  faved  the 
firfl:  child  that  was  known  to  recover.  Trial 
has  fince  been  made  of  blifters  to  the  extre- 
mities, which  fucceeded  alfo  in  the  very  firft 
inftance,  as  well  as  fince  in  feveral  others ; fo 
that,  in  the  laft  year,  they  are  reported  to  have 
faved  five  infants  out  of  every  hundred,  more 
than  in  the  preceding  one. 

Monfieur  Souville,  furgeon  to  the  Military 
Hofpital  at  Calais , has  alfo  given  fome  account 
of  this  difeafe,  in  the  Journal  de  Medicine , un- 
der the  name  of  JEdematie  Concreiei  and  ob- 
ferves,  that  it  is  a very  common  diforder  in  the 
Provinces,  as  well  as  in  Paris.  Under  his  di- 
rection, likewife,  a warm,  or  rather  vapor-bath, 
fucceeded  in  the  only  inftapce  wherein  he  had 
pnade  trial  of  it. 

And  this  part  of  the  treatment  agrees  with 
the  account  of  the  Neapolitan  girl  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  as  well  as  with  the  refult  of  our 
further  experience  at  the  Brilijh  Lying-in  hof* 
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fiial  where  the  warm-bath,  in  one  inftance, 
was  thought  to  haften  the  death  of  the  infant. 

The  former  was  read  before  the  Royal  Society, 
May  16th  1754.  The  difeafe  was  in  this  young 
woman  exceedingly  fevere,  the  fkin  being  fo 
‘very  rigid  over  the  whole  body,  from  head  to 
foot,  that  flie  could  fcarcely  move  her  eye-lids, 
or  open  her  mouth  ; nor  could  fhe  move  any  of 
her  limbs  without  pain,  as  well  as  difficulty, 
though  the  rigidity  was  evidently  in  the  fkin  and 
adipofe  membrane,  and  not  in  the  mufcles. 

It  may  be  fufficient  to  fay,  that  the  patient 
recovered,  but  not  under  a twelvemonth.  The 
means  had  recourfe  to  were  the  warm,  and  va- 
por-bath, nrercury,  farfaparilla,  and  friftion 
of  the  fkin. 

The  warm-bath  gave  her  fo  great  pain  (as  it 
was  fuppofed,  from  the  weight  of  the  fluid) 
that  after  a few  trials,  fhe  fell  into  convulflons, 
through  her  dread  of  it,  as  they  were  about  to 
put  her  into  it.  But  the  warm-vapor  very  foon 
afforded  relief  by  relaxing  the  fkin,  but  very 
little,  or  no  perfpiration  was  produced ; nor 
had  flie  ever  had  the  leaf!  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  difeafe ; but  it  was  after  the  va- 
por-bath confiderably  promoted  by  the  inter- 
nal exhibition  of  twelve  grains  of  quickfUvej 
every  day,  with  a decodfjon  of  farfaparilla,  af* 
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rifted  by  conftant  warm-air,  and  frictions  of 
flic  limbs. 

How  far  any  part,  or  the  whole  of  this  treat- 
ment may  be  fuccefsful  in  infants,  to  whom 
the  complaint  feems  to  be  confined  in  this 
country,  experience  only  can  prove  ; but  it  is 
prefumed,  that  the  means  are  worthy  of  trial. 

Tetanus,  or  Locked-Jaw. 

T he  Tetanus/*  of  infants,  is  an  equally  fatal 
complaint,  and  in  this  country  nearly  as  little 
known  as  the  foregoing.  It  is  either  idiopa- 
thic or  fymptomatic  ; which  diftinCtion  is  of 
more  importance  in  hpt  climates,  where  the 
latter  is  always  found  to  be  incurable.  In 
fome  infiiances,  it  has  been  confined  to  the  jaw 
only,  as  in  Jamaica ; in  others,  it  has  been  at- 
tended with  contraction  and  rigidity  of  other 
mufcles  of  the  face,  and  a peculiar  fixednefs 
of  its  features,  Sometimes,  the  rigidity  has  ex- 
tended to  the  neck  ; and  in  one  child  I obferv^ 
ed  it  to  be  fpread  fo  completely  over  the  whole 

* This  is  the  fpccies  which  Nqfologills  have  termed 
Trifmets  maxi  Use  infer /oris  Rigiditas  fpajiica.  Species  lma» 
Trifnus  Nafcentium  infantes  intra  duas  primus  a nati'vitftte 
feptimancu  corripiens.  Vide  Cullen.  G.  lxix. 
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body,  that  the  limbs  could  not  be  bent  fo  as 
to  place  it  advantageoufly  in  a veffel,  fome.- 
what  too  fmall,  appropriated  to  a warm-bath. 
It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  it  is  fome- 
times  joined  with  the  foregoing  complaint,  but 
rarely  in  this  country  ; and  even  then,  the  jaw 
partakes  only  of  that  kind  of  rigidity  common 
to  other  parts. 

In  fuch  inftances  of  T etanus  as  I have  met 
with,  the  attack  has  not  been  earlier  than  the 
lixth,  nor  later  than  the  ninth  day  from  the 
birth,*  (excepting  one  inftance,  early  on  the 
tenth  ;)  and  as  far  as  I could  learn,  the  infants 
had  not  been  coftive,  (which  Dr.  Evans  reports 
to  be  ufually  the  cafe  in  Jamaica ) nor  appar- 
ently unhealthy  : fome,  I remember,  were  re- 
markably flrong  and  Jufty  children.  It  feems 
fomewhat  to  differ,  therefore,  from  the  dif- 
cafe  termed  Jaw-fallen , in  the  JVeft-Indies ; 
and  in  one  inftance  appeared  to  have  fome  re- 
femblance  to  the  catalepfy.  The  rigidity  has 
ffolen  on  in  a more  gradual  way  in  fome  in- 
ftances  than  in  others, but  has  always  been  very 
great  as  far  as  it  extended,  from  the  moment 

* In  the  Wrfi -Indies  alfo  never  later  than  the  ninth  day. — 
(Dr.  'James  Clark .)  In  France , however,  it  is  fa  id  to  attack 
much  older  children,  though  rarely  after  two  years  of  age. 
Memoir < de  la  Societe  Roy  ale  dc  Mcdeciney  Ann.  1787  & 8. 
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it  has  been  difcoveted;  fo  that  in  inftances 
where  the  mouth  has  continued  fufficientlyopent 
to  admit  my  finger,  I could  not  thereby  deprefs 
the  jaw.  Infome,  the  eyes  have  been  bloated, 
and  the  whole  countenance  much  fwollen. 

The  Cause  of  this  complaint  has  been  dif- 
ferently conceived  of.  Dr.  Evans,  who  has 
been  very  converfant  with  it,  attributes  it  to 
cofiivenefs,  and  thinks  he  has  greatly  prevent- 
ed its  frequency  amongft  the  negroe  infants,  by 
purging  them  from  the  birth.  Dr.  Bartram 
of  Philadelphia*  attributes  this  fatal  difeafe  to 
a want  of  fwathing,  or  proper  bandage  to  new- 
born infants,  and  to  the  application  of  fcorch- 
ed  linen  to  the  navel ; but  his  reafoning,  to 
fay  the  leaft  of  it,  appears  to  be  very  incon- 
clufive.  It  has  alfo  been  attributed  to  the  cord 
being  divided  by  infiruments  not  fufficiently 
fharp.  But  the  caufe  has  at  length  been  clearly 
afeertained,  and  happily  its  prevention,  by  Dr. 
James  Clark,-}-  who  perceiving,  that  thole 
houfes  were  free  from  this  difeafe,  in  which 
there  were  no  fires,  very  foon  demon  ft  rated  it 
to  be  owing  to  the  fmoke  from  burning  wood; 

* See  the  TranfaSlions  of  the  College  of  Phj/iciam  at  Phlz- 
adeljikia. 

t See  his  Treatife  on  the  Yellow-Fever,  tkc.  1797. 
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the  negroe-houfes  having  no  chimneys  to  carry 
it  off. 

It  does  not  in  this  country  feem  to  arife  from 
conffipation,  or  negledt  of  purging  off  the  me- 
conium, and  much  lefs  for  want  of  fwathing, 
but  is  owing  (as  I have  always  ftated,  and  has 
lince  been  demonffrated,  as  above  remarked) 
to  a certain  ffate  of  the  air ; and  the  more  fo, 
as  the  difeafe  appeared  only  once  in  tYieBritiJIj 
Lying-in  hofpital  during  a great  number  of 
years,  and  then  attacked  feveral  infants  in  a 
Ihort  time. — It  has  appeared  again,  however, 
in  four  inftances  fince  the  above  account  of  it 
was  given  in  former  editions. 

The  remedies  attempted  at  the  hofpital  were, 
the  warm-bath;  fomentations  to  the  rigid  parts; 
frictions  with  oil  and  camphire,  and  Bates’s 
anodyne  balfam ; blifters  behind  the  ears,  and 
to  the  nape  of  the  neck:  and  afafoetida,  opium, 
calomel,  the  bark,  and  aromatic  confection, 
have  been  given  internally.  It  remains,  how- 
ever, to  make  trial  of  more  cordial  and  tonic 
remedies  as  recommended  by  phylicians  in 
North- America , where  the  difeafe  is  more  com- 
mon than  it  is  here;  fuch  are  the  oleum  fuc- 
cini,  mufk,  wine,  and  the  cold-bath  : though 
concerning  the  latter,  writers  differ.  Dr.  Clark 
afferting,  that  it  has  in  no  inftance  fucceeded. 
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One  infant,  in  whom  the  complaint  was  con- 
lined  to  the  jaw,  and  who  had  lcfs  rigidity  than 
any  of  the  others,  never  looked  ill,  and  had  no 
convulfions  in  its  limbs,  died  rather  fooner  than 
the  reft,  excepting  the  one  attacked  fo  late  as 
the  tenth  day,  which  was  a remarkably  large 
and  healthy  infant:  this  child  after  being  five 
minutes  in  a tepid-bath  of  fait  and  water,  fell 
into  a more  profufe  fweat  than  I had  ever  no- 
ticed in  any  young  infant,  and  died  in  a few 
hours  afterwards,  and  only  twenty-four  from 
the  attack.  I have  known  only  one  child  fur- 
vive  the  third  day,  and  that  was  not  feized  till 
the  ninth  from  its  birth,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
third  week  feemed  to  be  recovering ; but  it 
had  never  been  able  to  take  the  breaft  after  the 
attack,  and  died  when  fix  weeks  old,  though, 
polfibly,  not  altogether  from  this  complaint. 

Epileptic-Fits. 

This  and  fome  of  the  following  complaints, 
as  well  as  the  two  or  three  immediately  preced- 
ing, which  relate,  fome  to  the  more  early,  and 
the  others  to  later  periods  of  childhood,  are 
noticed  fucceflively  in  this  place  on  account  of 
their  falling  under  the  general  clafs  of  convul- 
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lions ; and  it  is  prefujncd  lefs  improperly;  oft 
the  whole,  than  ranking  them  according  to  the 
different  periods  of  time  in  which  they  might 
take  place. 

Very  few  words,  however,  on  the  Epilepfy 
may  fuffice,  as  it  is  either  pretty  eafily  cured, 
or  ufually  continues  through  life;  and  is  too 
well  known  to  require  a particular  defeription. 
An  account  of  the  various  precurrent  fymp- 
toms  would  be  equally  ufelefs. — It  may  juft  be 
noticed,  that  the  patient  falls  fuddenly  to  the 
ground,  and  fometimes  without  any  percepti- 
ble warning,  or  at  all  fufficient  to  fecure  him 
from  injury ; and  is  ufually  much  convulfed, 
efpecially  on  coming  out  of  the  fit,  but  fre- 
quently retains  his  fenfes  the  whole  time. 

^ I believe  it  fometimes  takes  its  rife  merely 
from  foul  bowels ; and  certainly  more  com- 
monly attacks  children  of  a coftive  habit  of 
body  : it  fhould  then  be  treated  agreeably  to  the 
directions  already  given  in  fuch  cafes,  and  efpe- 
cially with  adtive  and  mercurial  purges  ; after 
which,  the  cortex  peruv.  vitriolum  album, 
chalybeates,  and  fea-bathing  may  be  fervice- 
able.  In  other  inftances,  efpecially  in  more  ad- 
vanced life,  and  towards  ri^time  of  puberty, 
the  epilepfy  feems  to  be  owing  rather  to  a more 
fenfibly  nervous  irritation.  In  fuch  cafes,  blif- 
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ters  to  the  back  of  the  neck  may  be  ufeful;  and 
I have  experienced  much  benefit  from  large 
dofes  of  the  powder  of  valerian,  and  opium ; 
and  in  one  inftance,  from  an  infufion  of  favine, 
fennel  feeds,  and  juniper  berries ; but  I could 
never  entirely  conquer  the  complaint  by  thefe 
means ; but  the  oleum  fuccini  has,  in  feveral 
inftances,  perfected  a cure  in  young  fubjeCts  ; 
and  where  that  has  failed,  I have  fucceeded 
with  mufk. 

In  the  worft  cafes  1 ever  met  with,  in  which 
the  fits  were  very  long  and  violent,  and  fome- 
times  to  the  number  of  twenty  or  thirty  in  a 
day,  and  the  diforder  of  fome  years  ftanding, 
electricity  has  veryfoon  rendered  them  weaker, 
reduced  their  number  to  three  or  four  in  a day, 
and  gradually  to  one  in  fix  weeks ; but  did  not 
entirely  remove  them.  I11  fuch  obftinate  cafes, 
it  is  generally  fuppofed,  that  the  brain  is  af- 
feCted  by  fome  local  or  permanent  caufe,  and 
a perfect  cure  is  confequently  defpaired  of : 
though  I have  known  the  fits  abate  greatly 
after  having  continued  for  twenty  years,  and  the 
fubjeCt  of  them  afterwards  become  the  mother 
of  feveral  children.  But  parturition,  as  well  as 
whatever  elfe  may  tend  to  debilitate  the  fyftem, 

I have  always  found  increafe  the  number  of 
the  fits. 
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When  this  difeafe  has  attacked  children  of 
five  or  fix  years  of  age,  and  where  no  treat- 
ment has  been  ferviceable,  the  complaint  has 
very  frequently  difappeared  fuddenly  about  the 
time  of  puberty,  and  fometimes  a year  or  two 
fooner.  Where  it  does  not,  it  will  probably 
continue  through  life,  and  now  and  then  prove 
luddenly  fatal,  as  I have  feen  in  a late  infiance. 

Dr.  John  Wilson  of  Spalding  has  lately 
firongly  recommended  the  internal  ufe  of  the 
argentum  nitratum,  in  dofes  of  gr.  ij  fi,  three 
times  a day.-  And  in  the  Medical  and  Chirurgi- 
cal  Journal , edited  by  Profefior  Hufeland,  is 
an  account  of  a cure  effected  in  a cafe  of  three 
years  Handing,  by  the  cuprum  ammoniacum 
given  in  the  dofe  of  half  a grain  a day,  and  in- 
creafed  to  five  grains  daily. 

U pon  examining  the  brain  after  death,  I have 
fometimes  found  water  in  the  ventricles,  and  at 
others,  a fmall  point  of  bone  as  fharp  as  a nee- 
dle Handing  out  from  the  internal  part  of  the 
os  frontis,  or  from  the  cella  turfica,  (of  which 
Boerhaave  and  others  have  recorded  feveral 
infiances)  and  was,  doubtlefs,  the  true  caqfe  of 
the  difeafe. 
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Chorea  Sancti  Viti,  or  Saint  Vitus's 

Dance. 

J[  shall  be  very  brief  alfo  on  this  untoward 
diforder,  which  is  equally  well  known,  and 
though  not  often  fatal,  is  like  the  former,  I be-* 
lieve,  rarely  cured  but  in  young  fubje&s* 
Worms,  and  other  foulnefs  of  the  bowels  in 
children,  are  likewife  frequent  caufes  of  this 
ftrange  convulfion  j in  which  different  parts, 
and  efpeciaily  the  extremities  are  put  into  con- 
tinual motion,  giving  the  patient  a very  awk-* 
ward  appearance,  particularly  in  his  walk. 

If  the  firft-paffages  are  the  feat  of  irritation, 
the  complaint  muft  be  treated  in  the  manner 
noticed  under  the  preceding  article  j and,  in- 
deed, in  molt  cafes,  the  cure  fhould  be  begun 
by  adminiftering  aloetic,  or  mercurial  purges* 
But  fhould  the  diforder  appear  to  be  owing  ra- 
ther to  relaxation,  as  it  fometimes  is,  the  cortex 
peruvianus,  chalybeates,  and  other  tonics,  efpe- 
cially  the  vitriolum  album,  and  fea-bathing, 
are  indicated,  and  are  very  frequently  fuccefs- 
ful.  I have  alfo  known  it  immediately  yield  to 
electricity ; but  in  this  cafe,  it  has  been  at- 
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tended  with  other  fymptoms  of  palfy,  which  have 
come  on  fuddenly.  Eledlricity,  however,  has 
lately  been  very  ufeful  in  a very  extraordinary 
in  fiance  ; but  the  complaint  returning,  yielded 
afterwards  to  a perpetual  bl  ifler  on  the  os  facrum, 
directed  by  Dr.  Delarive  of  the  Pubiic  Dif- 
penfary.  The  pilulce  cupri  were  adminiflered 
at  the  fame  time,  in  the  dofe  of  gr  ft  ; but  no 
benefit  was  perceived  till  the  bliflerwas  applied. 
Dry-cupping  has  alfo  been  thought  ufeful. 


Aphonia  Spasmodica  Intermittens,  or 
Temporary  Loss  of  Speech. 

This  complaint  when  it  occurs  in  children, 
though  it  is  not  a common  one,  takes  place  be- 
- tween  the  fourth  and  foventh  year  of  their  age  ; 
is  only  a tranfient  lofs  of  fpeech,  and  is  a harm- 
lefs  affedlion  : for  though  it  may  recur  for  a 
length  of  time,  I believe  it^never  degenerates 
into  a permanent  d'iffiafe.  It  is  rather  a diffi- 
culty in  articulating,  than  a perfedt  lofs  of 
fpeech  ; lafls  only  for  a few  minutes,  or  at  mofl, 
a quarter  of  an  hour,  and  recurs  frequently  in 
the  courfe  of  a day.  It  is  thought  to  be  fome- 
what  of  the  nature  of  the  chorea  fandti  viti,  and 
to  be  occafioned  by  worms,  or  other  irritation 
in  the  bowels  ,•  and  fometimes  by  teething. 


197 


4 

Incubus,  or  Night-Mare. 

If  neither  the  irruption  of  teeth,  nor  the  ex- 
hibition of  mercurial  purges,  and  other  reme- 
dies for  worms  fhould  produce  a fpeedy  good 
effeCt,  any  advantage  from  other  medicines  is 
more  doubtful ; but  the  long  ufe  of  the  cold- 
bath,  or  perhaps  time  only,  whereby  a child 
may  acquire  more  ftrength,  ufually  removes  the 
complaint.  It  may  be  proper,  however,  to 
make  trial  of  local  applications  of  a Simulat- 
ing kind  during  the  paroxyfm,  or  fit ; of  which 
remedies,  the  moft  innocent  is  a lump  of  fugar 
wetted  with  lavender  drops,  and  amongft  the 
ftronger,  a decoCtion  of  the  pellitory  of  Spain. 
Should  thefe  little  remedies  do  nothing,  and  the 
complaint  anywife  increafe,  it  appears  to  me, 
that  electricity  may  be  had  recourfe  to  with 
fafety  and  propriety ; but  the  diforder  is  too 
rarely  met  with  to  have  furnifhed  the  oppor- 
tunity of  fpeaking  from  experience. 


Incubus,  or  Night-Mare. 

It  will  be  fufficient  barely  to  notice  this  af- 
fection, it  being  generally  well  known  I be- 
lieve, and  requiring  very  little  to  be  done  for 
it ; children  either  outgrowing  the  complaint 
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altogether,  or  any  occafional  return  of  it,  when 
older,  being  efteemed  rather  as  conftituting  an 
unpleafant  moment,  than  -a  difeafe  requiring 
medical  treatment. 

The  incubus,  probably,  arifes  from  a fpaf- 
modic  conftridtion  of  the  diaphragm  and  muf- 
cles  of  the  cheft,  taking  place  during  deep,  and 
occafions  a fenfe  and  dread  of  fuffocation,  and 
of  fome  huge  weight  lying  acrofs  the  bread. 
When  children,  v'ho  happen  to  deep  with  a 
bed-fellow,  awake  under  the  paroxyfm,  they 
ate  wont  to  fay  that  their  companion  has  lain 
with  all  his  weight  for  a long  time  acrofs  them. 

The  Cause  of  this  complaint  feems  to  be 
flatulency  in  the  ftomach,  and  indigeftion,  and 
chiedy  attacks  children  or  young  people  of  a 

delicate  habit,  and  fuch  as  eat  too  freely  of  fruits, 

■ • » 

and  efpecially  fuch  as  are  unripe  ; or  who  are 
in  the  habit  of  eating  much  fupper,a  diort  time 
before  going  to  reft. 

The  paroxyfms  are  of  different  duration, 
fome  children  lying  a much  longer  time  in  this 
ynpleafant  ftate  than  others  ; but  in  all,  fome 
degree  of  palpitation  of  the  heart,  lightnefs  of 
the  head,  tremor,  anxiety,  or  laflitude  remains 
for  fome  time  afterwards. 

The  curative  indications  are  to  roufe  and 
fortify.  During  the  fit,  volatiles  and  fetids  may 
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be  applied  to  the  noftrils ; and  as  foon  as  may 
be,  fome  antifpafmodic  fliould  be  adminiftered 
internally.  Afterwards,  clyfters,  bitter  purges, 
or  emetics  fliould  be  exhibited,  as  the  hate  of 
the  firh-paffages  may  indicate,  and  the  cordial 
volatile  medicines  be  continued.  To  thefe 
fliould  be  added  proper  ftomachics,  afiifted  by 
a nutricious  diet  of  eafy  digeftion,  and  cold- 
bathing, if  not  otherwife  improper. 


Singultus,  or  Hiccough. 

This  has  been  ranked  among  children’s  dif- 
eafes,  but  it  is,  by  no  means,  a complaint  of 
confequence,  as  it  fometimes  is  in  adults,  though 
it  is,  indeed,  a true  convulfion ; and  may,  there- 
fore, be  noticed  in  this  place.  It  occurs  pretty 
commonly,  indeed,  in  infancy,  but  feldom  re-^ 
quires  much  attention,  as  it  frequently  comes 
on  only  after  over-feeding;  or  in  confequence 
of  the  over  thicknefs,  or  fvveetnefs  of  the  food, 
and  is  one  of  their  moft  harmlefs  confequences ; 
it  offers  another  argument,  however,  for  their 
prohibition.  But  when  it  depends  on  an  acid 
hate  of  the  juices  of  the  flomach,  or  occurs  in 
long  bowel  complaints,  it  indicates  a neceflity 
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for  having  recourfe  to  the  teftaceous  powders. 
Should  it,  however,  continue  for  a length  of 
time,  the  emplaft.  ladani  may  be  applied  to 
the  pit  of  the  ftomach. 

The  hiccough  is  an  affedion  very  incident 
alfo  to  more  advanced  childhood;  but  is  e- 
qually  harmlefs  as  in  infants.  It  is  well  known, 
that  it  may  be  generally  removed  for  the  pre- 
fent,  by  any  little  circumftance  that  may  ferve 
powerfully  to  divert  the  child’s  attention  at 
the  moment,  in  a way  of  furprize,  or  other- 
wife.  And  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  attempt  it 
whenever  the  hiccough  may  return,  in  order  to 
obviate  the  influence  of  habit,  by  which  this 
affedion  may  be  increafed.  Caution  only  fhould 
be  had  not  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  violent  means 
as  might  occafion  any  confiderable  alarm,  which 
in  children  of  an  irritable  habit,  who  are  the 
more  common  fubjeds  of  the  hiccough,  might 
induce  fome  greater  evil  than  the  one  intend- 
ed to  be  removed.  A lefs  known,  and  pretty 
certain  remedy,  is  a fmall  quantity  of  any  pow- 
erful acid ; lemon-juice  generally  anfwers  very 
well;  but  a tea-fpoonful  of  vinegar  feldom  or 
never  fails  in  the  accidental  hiccough  of youth, 
or  of  very  old  people. 
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Stern utatio,  or  Sneezing* 

■T his  has  likcwife  been  mentioned  by  fomc 
writers  as  a complaint  of  young  children,  for 
w hich  Rhazes  prefcribes  refrigerants  and  ano- 
dynes ; but  it  is  certainly  not  a common  one, 
and  indeed  I have  never  met  with  it  in  the 

form  of  a difeafe.  Should  it  fo  occur  however, 

• 1 

fome  one  of  the  antifpafmodics,  fuch  as  mufk, 
caflor,  or  camphor  may  probably  be  exhibited 
to  advantage. 

It  may  be  occafioned  by  looking  too  long  a- 
gainft  any  ftrong  light,  as  the  fire,  and  efjpe- 
cially  the  fun,  or  other  very  luminous  body. 
It  has  already  been  fpoken  of  as  a well  known 
fymptom  of  themeafles,  and  of  many  common 
colds,  but  in  neither,  I believe,  requires  any 
particular  attention.  It  is  mentioned  here,  only 
becaufe  I would  not  pafs  over  a complaint  that 
has  at  any  time  been  ranked  among  the  difor- 
ders  of  children.  But  knowing  nothing  fur- 
ther of  it  myfelf,  and  having  no  idea  of  its  be- 
ing a complaint  of  much  confequence  in  this 
country,  I have  not  chofen,  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  to  be  a mere  copyer  from  others.  If 
violent,  however,  it  maybe  further  worthy  of 
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attention;  when  in  conjunction  with  other  caufes, 
it  may  lead  to  the  rupture  of  fome  fmall  vef- 
fels  of  the  nofe ; which  will  be  noticed  in  its 
place. 


Dentition,  or  Teething, 

T„  e Complaints  arifing  during  dentition  may 
next  be  confidered,  many  of  the  foregoing  be- 
ing blended  with  it,  the  firft-paffages  and  the 
nervous  fyftem  being  always  more  or  lefs  af- 
fedled.  The  ftate  of  dentition  is  likewife  not 
unfrequently  an  occalion  of  many  complaints 
afterwards  to  be  mentioned,  fuch  as  cough, 
fever,  the  rickets,  and  even  pulmonary  con- 
fumption,  and  marafmus ; under  each  of  which 
heads,  therefore,  occafional  references  will  be 
made  to  what  will  be  advanced  under  this. 

The  time  of  teething  is  a moll  important 
period  of  the  infant  flate,  and  fubjedis  it  to 
manifold  complaints  and  dangers.  Some  wri- 
ters, indeed,  and  particularly  Dr.  Cadogan,* 
and  Dr.  Armstrong,  feem  to  think  otherwife  ; 
and  that  teething  is  fcarcely  to  be  ranked  a,* 

* See  his  Effay  on  $ut£tig}  Sic,  and  Armjlrong  on  the  Dif~ 
cafes  of  Infants . 
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mongft  the  difeafes  of  infants.  They  have  im- 
agined that  children,  if  otherwife healthy, would 
cut  their  teeth  with  no  more  danger  than  adults, 
who  often  cut  the  dentes  fapientite,  fo  called, 
without  any  difficulty,  and  always  without  ha- 
zard : they  likewife  obferve,  that  many  chil- 
dren get  their  teeth  eafily.  But  this  argument 
muft  fuppofe  the  healthieft,  and  beft-nurtured 
children  to  be,  in  all  refpeCts,  in  the  fame  cir- 
cumftances  with  adults,  which  is,  by  no  means 
-the  cafe;  as  they  are  liable  to  fever,  dangerous 
purgings,  and  even  convulfions,  from  caufes 
that  would,  in  no  wife,  affeCt  the  latter ; nor 
can  they  hand  under  fome  of  thofe  complaints 
fo  long  as  adults,  nor  endure  the  neceffary  re- 
medies. For  the  fame  rcafon,  the  mealies  and 
fmall-pox  carry  off  fuch  numbers  of  infants, 
when  attacked  by  them  a little  more  feverely 
than  common,  whilfl  young,  and  healthy  adult 
fubjeCts  often  flruggle  through  the  molt  dan- 
gerous and  complicated  kinds,  when  properly 
treated  from  the  beginning.  Not  to  mention, 
that  very  few  infants  who  are  unhappily  affect- 
ed with  lues  venerea,  recover  under  any  treat- 
ment, whilft  adults  are  cured  in  the  moft  ad- 
vanced ftages  of  the  complaint,  notwithfland- 
ing  fome  parts  maybe  actually  mortified.  I 
have,  therefore,  no  doubt*  that  the  time  of 
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teething  ought  to  be  ranked  amongft  the  moft 
hazardous  to  infants,  and  that  the  greateft  at- 
tention ought  to  be  paid  to  it ; though,  it  is 
probable,  on  the  other  hand,  that  Dr.  Arbuth- 
not  over-rates  its  fatality,  when  he  fays  that  one 
child  in  ten  may  be  fuppofed  to  fink  under  it ; 
at  leaft,  I believe  this  is  not  the  cafe  where  the 
fymptoms  are  timely  attended  to. 

Some  late  writers,  and  particularly  Mr.  Le 
Febure  De  Villebrune,  have  conceived  this  to 
be  a mere  difpute  about  words ; but  the  dif- 
ference, indeed,  extends  much  further.  For 
though  I would,  indeed,  by  no  means,  affert 
dentition  itfelf  to  be  a difeafe,  and  have  made 
ufe  of  any  fuch  like  expreflion  merely  in  a po- 
pular way,  yet  am  I confident  it  induces  dif- 
eafe in  very  many  infants  of  every  habit  of  body, 
and  more  efpecially,  however  ftrange  it  may 
feem,  in  the  apparently  healthy  and  robuft. 
Indeed,  weak  and  even  rickety  children  com- 
monly cut  their  teeth  eafily,  though  often  very 
late  ; or  if  they  fliould  be  harraffed  by  a purg- 
ing, and  other  complaints,  they,  neverthelefs, 
efcape  with  their  lives,  while  very  lufty  ftrong 
children  are  frequently  carried  off  fuddenly  at 
this  period,  unlefs  the  teeth  happen  to  find  a 
very  eafy  paffage  through  the  gums.  The  fyf- 
£em,  during  dentition,  being  difpofed  to  in- 
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fiammation,  fuch  children  much  oftener  fali 
into  fever  than  the  tender  and  delicate ; like 
athletic  adults,  who  are  more  difpofed  to  in- 
flammatory complaints,  than  thofe  who  are  of 
a colder,  but  lefs  healthy  temperament : and  it 
is  by  acute  fever,  or  convulfions,  that  infants 
are  carried  off,  who  are  well  known  to  furvive 
a thoufand  lingering  and  vexatious  complaints, 
if  their  vifcera  are  found.  It  may  be  here  ob- 
ferved,  however,  that  convulfions  more  rarely 
take  place  where  a fever  attends. 

There  are  alfo  other  circumftances  that  af- 
fedt  the  procefs  of  dentition,  among  which 
the- three  noticed  by  Hippocrates,  I believe, 
are  well-founded : " That  infants  cut  their 
teeth  more  readily  in  winter  than  in  fummer; 
that  fuch  as  are  rather  inclined  to  be  lean,  cut 
them  more  eafily  than  thofe  that  are  very  fat ; 
and  children  who  are  loofe  in  their  belly  the 
molt  fafely  of  all.”  Rhazes*  and  Primerose 
are  of  a different  opinion  in  regard  to  the  fittefl 
feafon  : but  of  the  truth  of  the  laft  of  thefe  ob- 
fervations  there  can  be  no  doubt. 

Th  is  period  ufually  commences  between  the 
fifth  and  tenth  months,  and  the  procefs  of  the 


* ApucI  Sennert  dc  Dentit.  in  Prognoft.  Sed.  5.  Sennertus, 
however,  endeavours  to  reconcile  the  two  opinions,  Sod.  5. 
of  the  above  work. 
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firft  teething  commonly  continues  to  the  fix- 
teenth  at  the  leaft,  and  fometimes  much  longer. 
It  almoft  invariably  begins  with  the  incifores 
of  the  lower  jaw.  Ufually  two  of  thefe  are  cut* 
and  then  the  correfponding  ones  in  the  uppef 
jaw.  After  two  teeth  in  each  jaw  have  ap- 
peared, it  is  in  fome  inftances  a confiderable 
time  before  the  contiguous  ones  come  out  j 
but  fometimes  though  not  often,  fix  or  eight 
are  cut  in  a haffy  fucceflion.  The  incifores  are 
fucceededby  the  four  molares,  then  the  canini, 
and  the  Iaft  of  all  of  an  infant’s  firft-teeth,  their 
antagonills,  or  the  eye-teeth;  making  in  all 
lixteen.  This,  it  is  well  known,  is  the  ordi- 
nary number  of  children’s  firft-teeth,  as  they 
are  called  ; but  fome  infants  cut  four  double- 
teeth in  each  jaw,  inftead  of  only  two,  making 
the  whole  number  twenty : and  I have  very 
lately  known  an  inftance  of  a child  cutting 
twenty-four  teeth  ; and  what  is  remarkable, 
another  infant,  its  near  relation,  appears  to  be 
at  this  time  cutting  a twenty-firft  tooth,  and  if 
really  fo,  will  likewife  have  twenty-four. 

The  above  W'onted  order  in  cutting  the  four 
incifores  appears  to  be  owing  to  thofe  of  the 
lower  jaw  being  lefs  deep  in  the  alveolar  pro- 
ccfs,  as  well  as  thinner  and  fharper  at  their 
points,  and  therefore  likely  to  force  their  way 
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before  thofe  in  the  upper  jaw : accordingly,  at 
lead:  one  of  the  incifores  in  the  former  is  ufu- 
ally  the  firft  cut.  The  one  oppofed  thereto  in 
the  upper  jaw  fometimes  appearing  next,  rather 
than  the  contiguous  one  in  the  lower,  feems  to 
be  occalioned  by  the  fridtion  of  the  prominent 
tooth,  againft  that  part  of  the  Upper  jaw  at 
which  its  antagonift  is  to  appear.  This  af-« 
trition  repeated  every  time  the  jaw  clofes,  de- 
rives a greater  portion  of  fluids  to  that  part,  in-* 
creating  its  natural  adlion,  and  thereby  for- 
warding the  growth  of  the  tooth  ; while  by  the 
forcible  and  frequent  preflure  of  the  gums  and 
periofteum  againft  it,  as  foon  as  it  has  made 
its  way  through  the  bone,  its  irruption  is  fur- 
ther aflifted.  If  the  fucceflion  be  otherv/ife, 
and  a fecond  tooth  in  the  lower  jaw  be  cut  be- 
fore one  appears  in  the  upper,  as  for  the  rea- 
fon  already  given  is  more  commonly  the  cafe, 
it  is  not  unfrequently  before  many  days ; and 
the  two  correfponding  teeth,  in  that  cafe,  either 
follow  in  two  or  three  wreeks,  in  confequence 
of  attrition,  or  elfe  do  not  appear  for  fome 
month#:  but  whatever  the  period  may  be,  they 
generally  come  forward  before  any  more  teeth 
are  cut  in  the  under  jaw.  It  is  ufually  fome 
weeks,  it  has  been  remarked,  before  the  other 
two  front-teeth  in  the  lower  jaw  are  cut,  and 
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in  a week  or  two  afterwards,  if  there  be  no  con- 
liitutional  impediment,  the  correfponding  ones 
in  the  upper  jaw  are  commonly  puftied  for- 
ward, and  for  the  reafons  given  for  the  early 
appearance  of  the  antagonifts  to  the  two  firft 
cut  teeth. 

In  children  who  are  ftrong  and  healthy,  this 
procefs  goes  on  pretty  much  as  above  deferib- 
ed,  and  the  teeth  are  cut  both  eafily  and  foon  ; 
but  in  unhealthy  and  weakly  infants  the  pro- 
cefs is  both  flow  and  uncertain.  Accordingly 
children  fometimes  cut  their  teeth  irregularly, 
or  crofs,  as  it  is  called,  both  by  the  teeth  ap- 
pearing firft  in  the  upper  jaw,  and  alfo  at  a 
diftance,  inftead  of  being  contiguous  to  each 
other  : this  is  accounted,  and  w'ith  fome  reafon, 
an  indication  of  difficult,  or  painful  dentition. 
It  may  alfo  be  remarked,  that  the  eafe  or  diffi- 
culty of  dentition  may  be  gueffed  at,  by  the 
circumftances  under  which  the  two  firft  teeth 
fhall  happen  to  be  cut ; the  fucceeding  ones  fre- 
quently making  their  way  in  a correfpondent 
manner. 

Teething  is  ufually  preceded  and  accom- 
panied with  various  fymptoms:  the  child  driv- 
els; the  gums  fwell,  fpread,  and  become  hot ; 
there  is  often  a circumfcribed  rednefs  in  the 
cheeks,  and  eruptions  on  the  (kin,  efpecially 
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on  the  face  and  fcalp  ; a loofenefs,  gripings ; 
green,  or  pale  ftcols,  or  of  a leaden-blue  co- 
lour, fometimes  mucous,  often  thick  andpafiey; 
matchings,  fiartings  in  the  deep,  and  fpafms 
of  particular  parts ; a diminution,  or  increafed 
fecretion  of  the  urine,  fometimes  of  a milky 
colour,  at  others,  fiaining  the  cloths  in  patches, 
as  if  it  depofitcd  a brown  powder ; a difcharge 
of  matter,  with  pain  in  making  water,  (imi- 
tating exacfily  a virulent  gonorrhoea)  which  of- 
ten mitigates  the  fever:  inalmoft  all  cafes,  the 
child  fnrieks  often,  and  thrufts  its  fingers  into 
its  mouth.  A fymptom  lefs  common  than  any  of 
the  foregoing,  and  appearing  only  in  certain 
habits,  is  a dwelling  of  the  tops  of  the  feet  and 
hands  : it  feems,  however,  to  be  of  no  impor- 
tance, and  goes  away  upon  the  appearance  of  the 
teeth.  I never  met  with  it  but  in  infants  who  cut 
them  painfully ; and  being  feldom  accompanied 
with  a purging,  it  is  likely  may  (in  its  fteadj 
prevent  that  fever  which  is  otherwife  fo  apt  to 
attend.  In  fome  infiances,  however,  this  fymp- 
tom has  been  accompanied  with  confiderable 
fever,  but  in  fuch,  children  have  either  been 
cofiive,  or  the  fiools  been  fetid  and  clayey,  and 
the  dwelling  of  the  extremities  very  confidcr- 
able.  I have  likewife,  in  a few  infiances  met 
VOL.  I.  P 
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with  a tranfient  palfy  of  the  arms  or  legs,  which 
in  one  infant  recurred  as  often  as  teeth  were 
mak  ing  their  way.  Theabove-mentionedfymp- 
toms  are  often  followed  by  a cough,  difficult 
breathing,  fits,  fever,  fcrofula  and  marafmus  y 
and  fometimes  by  hydrocephalus. 

Strong  and  healthy  children,  it  has  been  ob- 
ferved,  cut  their  teeth  earlier  than  the  weak  and 
tender  ; but  are  more  fubjetft  to  fever.  I have 
known  a w'eak,  and  rickety  child,  wdthout  a 
tooth  at  twenty-two  months  old,*  though  it 
lived  to  grow  up  ; but  at  the  age  of  five  years 
became  fcrofulous.  The  fadt,  I believe,  is,  that 
the  extremes  of  high  health,  and  of  debility  are 
both  dangerous ; the  one  being  expofed  to 
acute  fever,  or  convulfions,  the  other  to  a flow 
hecddc  and  marafmus.  Therefore  air,  exercife, 
wholefome  food,  an  open  belly,  and  every  thing 
that  has  a tendency  to  promote  general  health, 
and  to  guard  againft  fever,  will  greatly  contri- 
bute to  the  fafety  of  dentition,  and  to  children 
pafling  quickly  through  this  hazardous  period. 

Difficult' teething  is  to  be  treated  nearly  as 
other  acute  difeafes  with  local  inflammation. 
If  the  body  is  at  all  bound,  fome  opening  me- 

* Primerose  fpeaks  of  it  being  as  late  as  the  third,  or 
even  fourth  year. 
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dicine  fhould  be  adminiftered,  and  it  has  been 
obferved,  that  even  a confiderable  degree  of 
loofenefs  is  ufeful.  Diluting  drinks  are  like- 
wife  very  neceffary,  efpecially  if  the  child  does 
not  fuck ; alfo  a light  food,  in  fmall  quantities, 
and  taken  frequently.  If  much  fever  attends, 
the  lofs  of  a little  blood,  in  fome  way,  will  be 
neceffary;  though  children  do  not  endurebleed- 
ing  fo  well  as  they  do  other  evacuations.  If  the 
propriety  of  bleeding  with  the  lancet  be  doubted, 
a leech  or  two,  as  Harris  advifes,  may  be  ap- 
plied behind  the  ears,  and  is  generally  fervice- 
able.  Clyfters  are  alfo  very  ufeful,  efpecially 
if  there  be  retention  of  urine,  which  will  like- 
wife  call  for  the  ufe  of  the  warm-bath.  Gentle 
diaphoretics  are  alfo  ferviceable,  particularly 
vinum  antimonii,-or  the  antimonium  tartarifa- 
tum,  which  befides  opening  the  belly,  often 
operate  in  this  w7ay : a blifter  fhould  likewife 
be  applied  between  the  fhoulders,  efpecially  if 
there  be  any  difpofuion  to  fits.  And,  indeed, 
if  Itools  do  not  afford  fome  confiderable  relief, 
there  fhould  generally  be  fome  difcharge  from 
the  fkin  ; fince  a purging,  and  eruptions  on 
the  fkin, when  fpontaneous,are  the  grand  means 
of  eafy  dentition.  A little  difcharge  fhould, 
therefore,  be  kept  up  behind  the  ears,  byrub- 
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bing  the  parts  with  Spanifh  flies,  applying  a 
thread  as  before  directed,  or  putting  on  a fmall 
blifter ; which  may  be  kept  open.  A Bur- 
gundy-pitch plafter  laid  on  the  back  will  fome- 
times  fuffice,  which  fhould  be  renewed  every 
ten  days,  till  the  fymptoms  difappear,  or  the 
teeth  come  into  fight.  Even  before  this  period, 
flight  fcarifications  of  the  gums  are  very  ufeful, 
by  taking  off  the  tenfion  ; or  if  the  teeth  are 
at  all  to  be  felt,  lancing  them. 

I fhall  clofe  what  I have  to  offer  on  the  gene- 
ral plan  of  treatment,  by  obferving,  that  the 
indications  certainly  are  to  afiift  the  irruption 
of  the  teeth,  and  to  moderate  the  inflammatory 
and  other  fymptoms ; which  muff  be  treated 
according  to  their  kind  : all  parts  of  the  body 
readily  confenting  with  the  gums  at  the  time 
of  teething,  but  the  nerves,  the  bowels,  and 
lungs,  more  particularly  and  importantly  than 
the  reft.  It  has  been  obferved,  that  a purging 
is  beneficial,  and  it  is,  indeed,  furprizing  how 
confiderable  a diarrhoea  children  will  ftand  on 
this  occafion,  and  how  very  bad  the  ftools  will 
often  be  for  many  weeks  together,  and  a child 
happily  ftruggle  through ; though  at  another 
time,  an  equal  degree  of  purging,  with  fuch 
bad  ftools,  and  conftant  fever,  would  prove  in- 
fallibly fatal.  The  diarrhoea  is  therefore,  not 
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only  to  be  cautioufly  treated  according  to  the 
directions  already  given  under  the  article  of 
purging,  but  is  oftentimes  rather  to  be  en- 
couraged than  fupprcffed.  Very  pale  tools 
have  been  faid  to  be  not  uncommon  at  this 
time,  and  are  fometimes  in  vat  quantity  : I 
have  known  an  infant  have  fifty  in  one  night, 
at  leat  by  the  account  of  a careful  and  d'ifcreet 
nurfery-maid  ; and  from  the  quantity  of  feces 
that  I faw  the  next  morning,  I had  no  reafon 
to  difpute  it. 

For  the  fever  of  dentition,  befides  bleeding, 
the  abforbent  powders  are  eminently  ufeful, 
and  are,  in  various  refpects,  calculated  to  af- 
ford relief.  To  thefe,  fometimes  a grain  or 
two  of  Dr.  James’s  powder  may  be  added  at 
bed-time.  Nitre  is  very  often  ufeful,  joined 
with  the  tefiaceous  powders,  or  the  pulvis  e 
contrayerva  comp.  Sydenham  diredts  the  com- 
pound fpirit  of  ammonia  in  a fpoonful  of  water 
every  four  hours,  for  four  or  five  times,  and  I 
have  thought  it  very  ferviceable  after  proper 
evacuations.  Norisadrop  or  two  of  lauda- 
num to  be  feared,  if  the  bowels  have  been  pre- 
vioufiy  opened,  the  pain  be  very  great,  and  the 
breathing  not  difficult. 

A free  difcharge  from  the  bowels,  however* 
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muft  above  all  bepreferved,  when  children  cut 
their  teeth  with  fever.  The  ftate  of  their 
gums  muft  alfo  be  carefully  attended  to,  or 
their  fevers  will  be  miftaken,  and  attributed  to 
cold,  or  other  caufes,  when  the  fource  of  irri- 
tation is  wholly  in  the  gums. 

The  lungs  it  has  been  faid,  is  one  of  thofe 
parts  on  which  the  irritation  from  teething  is 
apt  to  fall,  and  when  fixed  there,  the  fyrnptoms 
bear  an  alarming  afpedt.  A precife  acquain- 
tance with  their  true  caufe  is  therefore  of  the 
greateff  importance ; or  for  the  want  of  it  an 
imfuccefsful  plan  of  cure  will  be  adopted.  I 
fpeak  this  from  much  experience,  having  known 
good  phyficians  overlook  the  true  caufe  of  the 
inflammatory  fyrnptoms ; efpecially  when  chil- 
dren have  cut  the  ufual  number  of  firff-teeth. 

In  fuch  cafes,  I have  met  with  the  molt  a- 
larming  peripneumonic  fyrnptoms;  forenefs  of 
the  cheft,  cough,  and  great  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing, with  lofs  of  appetite,  continual  fever,  and 
the  appearance  of  general  decay.  In  this  ftate, 
purging  the  bowels,  and  properly  lancing  all 
the  fufpedled  teeth,  has  giving  immediate  re- 
lief ; and  by  keeping  up  the  purging  for  three 
or  four  days,  every  threatening  fymptom  has 
fo  thoroughly  fubfided,  that  in  a fortnight's 
time,  a child  expedted  from  day  to  day  to  die 
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of  inflammation,  or  fall  into  marafmus,  has 
been  reftored  to  its  former  health  and  fpirits. 

A principal  indication,  it  has  been  faid,  is  to. 
aflift  the  eruption  of  the  teeth.  This  is  attempt- 
ed by  cooling,  fedative,  and  demulcent  applica- 
tions made  to  the  gums  ; by  rubbing  them  with 
fome  hard  polifhed  body,'  fuch  as  the  coral ; or 
by  dividing  them  with  the  lancet : which  laft  is 
the  only  mean  to  be  depended  upon.  Rub- 
bing the  gums,  how’ever,  I apprehend,  not  only 
fomewhat  appeafes  pain,  as  adults  fometimes 
experience  in  the  common  tooth-ach,  but  it 
alfo  forwards  the  growth  of  the  teeth,  by  draw- 
ing more  nourifhment  to  them  ; as  well  as  af- 
fiffcs  their  irruption,  by  prefling  the  gum  and 
periofteum  firmly  againft  their  points.  Suita- 
ble application  on  this  occafion  maybe,  either 
mel  com.  or  lyr.  papaver.  albi ; or  the  honey 
may  be  lightly  acidulated  with  the  acid,  vit- 
riolic. dilut.  Befides  the  coral,  a cruft  of  bread, 
or  a piece  of  liquorice-root  may  be  often  car- 
ried to  the  mouth,  and  may  fometimes  be  pre- 
ferable, as  they  will  yield  a little  to  the  preffure 
of  the  gums. 

Thefe  means,  neverthelefs,  and  efpecially  the 
coral,  have  been  objected  to  by  fome  modern  re- 
finers ; but  the  obje&ions  are  certainly  ground- 
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lefs,  as  in  giving  this  direction  we  are  only  fol- 
lowing nature.  For  the  young  of  all  animals 
Who  fuck,  as  foon  as  the  teeth  begin  to  ihoot 
are  always  firongly  inclined  to  gnawfuch  things 
as  afford  a little  refiftance.  This  may  be  every 
day  obferved  in  domeftic  animals;  to  prevent 
which  in  puppies,  recourfe  is  had  to  a ridicu- 
lous operation  of  worming,  as  it  is  called, 
which  rendering  the  mouth  a little  fore,  may 
prevent  them  for  a time  from  gnawing  every 
thing  that  comes  in  their  way : and  if  their 
gums  become  eafy,  or  teeth  are  cut  the  mean- 
while, they  have  no  longer  any  defire  for  it, 
but  what  arifes  from  the  playfulnefs  of  youth. 

When  it  is  found  neceffary  to  lance  the  gums, 
(which  is  ever,  at  leaft,  a fafe  operation,)  it 
fhould  always  be  done  effectually,  with  a pro- 
per gum-lancet ; that  both  the  gum,  and  the 
jftrong  membrane  that  covers  the  teeth  may  be 
fufficiently  divided.  The  lancet  fhould  always 
be  carried  quite  down  to  them,  and  even  drawn 
acrofs  the  double  teeth.  It  is  certain,  that  this 
little  operation  gives  fcarcely  any  pain,  and  the 
relief  is  at  the  fame  time  often  fo  confiderable 
that  the  child  appears  exceedingly  pleafed  with 
it,  and  will  immediately  afterwards  fqueeze  the 
jaws  and  grind  them  together  forcibly;  which 
proves  that  the  gums  are  not  very  fenfible. 
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The  mod  painful  part  of  dentition,  and  that 
in 'which  children  are  mod  expoled  to  convul- 
sions, is  ufually  from  the  teeth  cutting  through 
the  periodeum.  This,  I apprehend,  in  difficult 
dentition  is  often  not  cut  through,  but  is  forced 
up  before  the  teeth,  when  they  are  even  in  fight 
under  the  thin  gum  ; hence  it  is,  that  cutting 
through  the  gum  is  fo  very  often  ufeful,  and 
takes  off  fever  and  convuldons,  which  fevere 
Symptoms  could  not  arife  merely  from  teeth 
piercing  the  gum,  which  it  has  been  Said  is  not 
a very  fendble  part.  At  other  times,  the  pain 
and  fever  Seem  to  arife  from  almod  the  very 
fird  diooting  of  the  teeth  within  the  jaw,  and 
then  they  will  very  often  not  appear  for  fome 
weeks  after  the  gums  have  been  properly  lanc- 
ed ; and  parents  are  therefore  apt  to  conclude, 
the  lancing  has  been  unneceffary,  if  not  im- 
proper. I am,  howrever,  convinced  from  ex- 
perience, that  this  little  operation,  though  not 
in  the  general  edeem  it  ought  to  be,  (and  by 
the  French  phydcians  perfectly  dreaded  even  in 
this  day),*  is  often  inexpreffibly  ufeful,  and  ap- 
pears to  have  faved  many  lives,  after  the  mod 
dangerous  fy mptoms  had  taken  place,  and  every 
other  mean  of  cure  had  been  made  ufe  of.  The 


* See  Lieut  and. 
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mere  bleeding  from  the  gums  is  capable  of  af- 
fording fome  relief,  as  it  is  frequently  found  to 
do  in  adult  perfons  diftreffed  with  the  tooth- 
ach.  And  I cannot  here  forbear  exprefling  my 
furprize  at  the  fears  fome  people  entertain  of 
lancing  the  gums,  and  their  delaying  it  fo  long, 
if  not  altogether  rejecting  it,  though  no  evil 
can  poflibly  arife  from  the  operation.  On  the 
other  hand,  its  advantages  are  fo  great,  that 
whenever  convulfions  take  place  about  the 
ufual  period  of  dentition,  recourfe  ought  always 
to  be  had  to  it,  after  an  unfuccefsful  ufe  of 
other  means,  though  by  an  examination  of  the 
gums  there  may  be  no  certain  evidence  of  the 
convulfions  being  owing  to  fuch  caufe;  the  ir- 
ritation from  teething,  it  has  been  remarked, 
fometimes  taking  place  in  a very  early  ftage  of 
the  bufinefs.  At  any  rate,  (it  is  repeated)  the 
operation  can  do  no  harm,  even  at  any  period, 
and  fhould  the  fhooting  of  teeth  be  only  an  ag^ 
o-ravation  to  the  true  caufe  of  the  difeafe,  lane- 

O 

ing  the  gums  muft  be  attended  with  advan- 
tage. But  fhould  teething  be  the  proper  and 
foie  caufe,  it  is  evident  how  fruitlefs  any  other 
mean  of  relief  muft  frequently  be  : for  fhould 
convulfions,  for  inftance,  take  place  from  a 
thorn  run  into  the  finger,  or  toe,  the  proper 
indication  of  cure,  by  an  immediate  extraction 
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of  the  thorn,  and  the  probable  futility  of  other 
means,  would  be  equally  obvious. 

The  operation  may  alfo  be  fafely  repeated,* 
the  fears  doing  no  kind  of  harm.  This,  how- 
ever contrary  to  popular  prejudice,  may  be  very 
evident,  not  only  from  the  fad:  of  infants  cut- 
ting their  firft  teeth  very  eafily  fome  weeks  after 
being  lanced,  but  alfo  from  the  circumftances 
under  which  the  fecond  teeth  are  often  cut. 
At  this  period,  children  from  their  more  ad- 
vanced age,  and  decreafed  irritability,  are  lefs 
fubjed  to  fever,  and  evidently  appear  to  fuffer 
far  lefs  pain,  than  in  the  firft  teething,  though, 
the  fecond  teeth  often  have  to  make  their  way 
through  much  more  confiderable  fears  than 
have  been  made  by  a lancet,  from  the  gums 
having  been  lanced  prematurely.  This  fad  is 
likewife  eftablifhed  from  the  many  inftances 
in  which  dentifts  have  thought  it  expedient  to 
draw  out  the  firft  teeth  long  before  the  fecond 
are  prepared  to  take  their  place.f  The  objec- 

* See  pages  161,  162. 

+ 1 liis  pra&ice  is,  by  no  means,  adduced  in  a way  of  ap- 
probation, but  merely  for  the  fake  of  the  inference  drawn 
from  the  fad  ; the  writer  being  perfuaded,  that  the  fucceed- 
ing  teeth  are  thereby  frequently  ill-placed,  by  one  tooth  ap- 
pearing long  before  others,  and  growing  fo  large  as  not  to 
allow  proper  fpace  for  the  red. 
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tion  to  lancing  the  gums  from  any  apprehen- 
sion arifing  from  the  fears,  is,  therefore,  alto- 
gether ill-founded  ; and  indeed,  it  will  be  fre- 
quently neceffary  to  lance  the  gums  fev.eral 
times,  as  before  remarked,  efpecially  on  ac- 
count of  the  extraordinary  difficulty  with  which 
fome  infants  cut  their  double  teeth,  wffiich  are 
furnifhed  with  two  or  more  knobs,  or  points. 
Purging,  fever,  and  even  convulfions  will  fome- 
times  arife  from  only  one  point  of  a large  tooth 
offending  the  periofteum  that  covers  it;  and 
being  nearer  the  furface  than  the  other  points, 
the  lancet  may  fometimes  not  completely  di- 
vide the  membrane  that  lies  over  the  reft,  (or 
it  is  afterwards  healed  ;)  and  this  part  not  be- 
ing injured  by  the  tooth,  the  fymptoms  fub- 
fid'e  on  having  divided  that  portion  of  mem- 
brane that  was  inflamed.  But  in  a little  time, 
another  point  of  the  fame  tooth  is  found  to  ir- 
ritate the  periofteum,  and  calls  for  the  like 
affiftance  of  the  lancet,  which  again  removes 
all  the  complaints.  This,  at  leaft,  I have  con- 
ceived to  be  the  procefs,  when  I have  found 
lancing  a large  tooth  immediately  remove  every 
terrible  fymptom,  though  the  fever  and  other 
complaints  have  returned,  and  the  whole  of  the 
tooth  not  appeared  till  the  operation  has  been 
three  or  four  times  repeated.  I have  feen  the 
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like  good  effect  from  it,  when  children  have 
been  cutting  a number  of  teeth  in  fucceflion, 
and  have  bred  them  all  with  convulsions.  No- 
thing having  relieved  or  prevented  thefe  ter- 
rible fymptoms  but  lancing  the  gums,  which 
has  removed  them  every  time  it  has  been  done, 
one  or  more  teeth  appearing  a day  or  two  after 
each  operation.* — In  fuch  cafes,  it  has  been 
faid,  it  will  often  be  proper  to  draw  the  lancet 
along  a great  part  of  one,  or  even  both  the 
jaws,  inftead  of  over  only  one  or  two  teeth. 

Some  writers,  however,  and  Dr.  MiLLARpar- 
ticularly,  have  advifed  not  to  cut  quite  down 
to  the  teeth,  but  only  to  fcarify  the  gums,  un- 
lefs  the  teeth  are  very  near.  He  fufpedls  that 
the  instrument  often  injures  them,  and  pro- 
duces caries,  which  he  thinks  will  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  fucceeding  fet  of  teeth.  But  this 
is  mere  theory,  and  I apprehend  arifes  for  want 
of  duly  attending  to  the  hate  of  the  teeth,  which 
are  perfect  bone,  and  covered  with  a Strong 
enamel,  long  before  they  get  through  the  gums. 
The  manner  of  the  fecond  teething  of  children 
likewife  forbids  fuch  a fear;  for  though  the 
firlt  fet,  (which  are  defigned  by  nature  to  be 

* Precisely  fimilar  remarks  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Hun- 
ter. See  his  P r attic ul  Treatife  on  the  Difeafes  of  the  Teeth, 

page  121. 
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only  of  fhort  duration)  fhould  adlually  be  in- 
jured by  the  lancet,  the  fucceeding  ones  are 
not  at  all  likely  to  be  affedted  by  the  carious 
Hate  of  the  former.  For  the  firft  teeth  of  in- 
fants conftantly  become  carious  at  the  roots, 
and  are  loofened  and  expelled  by  that  means, 
when  left  to  nature  alone  ; and  though  the  up- 
per parts  of  the  new  teeth  are  in  contadl  with 
the  carious  bottoms  of  the  firft  fet,  they  never 
Fuffer  from  this  circumftance.  I have  dwelt 
the  longer  on  this  head,  becaufe  writers  are 
not  agreed  on  the  fubjedt,  and  it  is  a matter 
oftentimes  of  no  ftmall  importance.  I have, 
however,  written  from  experience , and  am  per- 
fe.ttly  fatisfied  oi  the>propriety  and  fafety  of  what 
I have  xventu red  to  recommend. 

It  ftiofdd  be  a pretty  general  rule  during  the 
time  of  teething,  to  abate  a little  of  the  ufual 
quantity  of  the  food,  and  to  increafe  the  quan- 
tity of  drink,  unlefs  the  child  is  very  weakly, 
or  every  thing  is  going  on  perfedlly  welf : or 
if  the  child  be  at  the  breaft,  a:  fimilar  regard 
ought  to  be  paid  to  the  diet  of  the  nurfe. 

Children  will  fometimes  have  ulcerated 
gums  in  teething,  and  more  frequently  where 
they  have  not  been  lanced  ; which  are  eafily 
cured  by  keeping  the  body  open,  and  touching 
them  with  aftringent  applications.  As  much 
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white  vitriol,  or  roch  alum  as  will  give  a mode- 
rate roughnefs  to  a little  honey,  is  ufually  fuf- 
ficient  for  this  purpofe.  But  fnould  this  fail 
in  any  cafe,  it  mud:  be  treated  as  dire  died  un- 
der the  head  of  Canker. 

Fever. 

Though  fome  writers  have  fuppofed  infants 
to  be  as  liable  to  Fevers  as  adults,  and  from  the 
fame  caufes,  I have,  by  no  means,  found  it  fo ; 
having  obferved  for  many  years,  as  well  in  the 
hospital,  as  in  private  practice,  that  infants 
do  not  readily  take  common  fevers,  though 
expofed  fora  long  time  to  that  contagion  which 
has  appeared  to  affedt  adults  around  them.* 
Their  fevers  are  alfo  of  a fhort  duration  if  pro- 
perly treated,  unlefs  the  few  that  arife  from 
fome  more  permanent  irritating  caufe. 

Young  children,  however,  are  difpofed  to 
certain  febrile  complaints,  and  to  fome  pecu- 
liar to  themfelves  ; which,  as  this  work  is  now 


* Every  phyfician  attending  lying-in-hofpitals,  mull  not 
only  have  known  many  infants  l'uckled,  without  injury, 
through  the  whole  fiage  of  bad  fevers  from  which  mothers, 
have  recovered,  but  alfo,  in  other  inftances,  fucking  greedilv 
within  an  hour  or  two  of  their  mothers  death. 
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confiderably  enlarged,  with  the  defign  of  em- 
bracing all  their  complaints,  I diall  beftowfome 
pains  in  fpecifying,  as  well  as  pointing  out  the 
treatment  mod:  adapted  to  each. 

Ti-ie more  frequent  Causes  of  fever,are  teeth- 
ing, foul  bowels,  worms,  glandular  difeafes, 
fome  eruptive  and  very  contagious  complaint, 
or  taking  cold ; and  are  often  attended  with 
fymptoms  peculiar  to  children.  If  from  the 
lad:  mentioned  caufe,  and  the  cold  be  fevere, 
it  will  always  be  attended  with  a cough,  and 
hoarfenefs,  and  fome  difficulty  of  breathing, 
and  often  with  running  at  the  nofe  or  eyes, 
which  will  didinguidi  the  fever  from  all  others, 
except  it  be  the  meades ; which  will  beat- 
tended  likewife  with  violent  fneezing,  and  a 
peculiar  appearance  of  the  eyes  not  often  met 
with  in  a common  cold. 

If  a fever  from  cold  be  condderable,  the 
cough  violent,  and  the  difficulty  of  breathing 
very  great,  a blider  will  always  be  fafe  and  ex- 
pedient, and  may  be  applied  at  the  pit  of  the 
ftomach  indead  of  the  back,  as  being  both  lefs 
painful  under  any  motion  of  the  body,  and  more 
readily  got  at  to  be  dreffied,  or  for  the  appli- 
cation of  frefh  cloths,  where  the  difeharge  hap- 
" pens  to  be  condderable.  But  if  jhe  fever  and 
difficulty  of  breathing  fliould  not  be  very  much 
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abated  by  the  blifter,  children  though  within 
the  twelvemonth,  will  bear  and  even  be  greatly 
benefited  by  the  lofs  of  a little  blood,*  and  if 
not  by  the  lancet,  at  leaft  by  the  application 
of  twro  or  three  leeches,  as  I have  frequently 
feen  ; and  I mention  this  again,  becaufe  it  has 
been  thought  fo  highly  improper  for  infants. 

But  I can  venture  to  fay,  they  will  be  much  lefs 
reduced  by  it,  than  by  the  continuance  of  the 
fever,  which  the  lofs  of  a little  blood  will,  in 
many  cafes,  fhorten  by  two  or  three  days : it 
is  alfo  fometimes  abfolutely  neceffary,  as  in 
peripneumonic  cafes,  in  which  it  may  even  be 
repeated  with  fafety  and  advantage. f Indeed, 
in  fome  inftances  the  only  mean  of  faving  an 
infant’s  life,  is  taking  away  at  once  a fufficient 
quantity  of  blood,  at  the  commencement  of  the 


* In  mittendo  fanguine,  non  tam  annos  medicus  mime- 
rare,  quam  vires  a:grolantis  aeftimare  debit.  Celsus.  Lib • 
ii.  caji.  10.  ft.  78. 

Galen  indeed  forbad  bleeding  till  after  fourteen  years  of 
age,  but  fince  the  time  of  Celsus,  that  abfurd  idea  has  been 
exploded.  Rhazes  permitted  cupping  after  three  or  four 
months;  Avicenna  at  a year  old. — Some  allowed  of  bleed- 
ing in  the  feet  or  legs,  though  not  in  the  upper  parts  ; but 
this  ufeful  operation  is  now  jufily  unconfined,  and  extended, 
occafionally,  to  every  period. 

f Multa  in  praecipiti  periculo  rede  fiunt,  alias  amittenda. 
Id.  Lib.  iii.  caji.  18.  Ji.  150. 
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peripneumonic  fymptoms.  And  this  becomes 
the  more  expedient,  from  the  confederation 
that  not  only  inflammation,  but  true  tubercles 
of  the  lungs  are  formed  at  a very  early  age ; 
having  myfelf  feen  them,  after  death,  as  will 
be  further  noticed  on  the  mefenteric  fever. 
Oily  medicines,  likevvife,  made  into  a neat 
emulflon,  are  often  ufeful,  efpecially  if  the  child 
be  not  fuckled  ; but  they  fhould  be  preceded 
by  an  emetic  of  wine  of  antimony,  as  there  is 
ufually  much  phlegm  on  Jhe  ftomach ; chil- 
dren never  coughing  it  upffTn  many  cafes  it 
is  alfo  neceffary  to  repeat  the  emetic,  as  often 
as  the  phlegm  in  the  throat  is  colle&ed  in  fuch 
a quantity  as  feems  to  impede  refpiration.  But 
if  the  cough  be  dry  or  convulfive,  Bates’s 
fpirit.  fal,  ammoniaci  fuccinat.  may  be  fafely 
and  ufefully  administered,  if  there  be  not  much 
fever.  The  body  at  the  fame  time  Should  be 
kept  perfectly  open,  and  this  purpofe  is  ufu- 
ally well  anfvvered  by  fmaller  dofes  of  wine  of 
antimony,  or  of  Dr.  James’s  powder ; but  if 
^hey  fhould  fail  to  procure  ftools,  as  they  fome- 
times  will,  where  there  is  much  fever  they  ra- 
ther do  harm  than  good,  unlefs  a little  manna, 
or  rhubarb  be  joined  with  them. 

Though  the  feverer  treatment  above-menti- 
n oned  is  iiidifpenfable  when  th£  cough,difliculty 
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of  breathing,  and  degree  of  fever  are  consider- 
able ; it  is  proper  here  to  remark,  that  I have 
known  children  of  two  or  three  years  old  feized 
with  a fudden  difficulty  of  breathing  in  coughs 
arihng  from  common  colds,  where  the  fever 
has  not  been  proportionate  to  the  other  fymp- 
toms.  In  fuch  cafes,  the  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing may  arife  from  bile  on  the  ftomach,  and  it 
may  therefore  bd  prudent  previouily  to  bleed- 
ing and  a blifter,  to  give  a Small  dofe  of  James’s 
powder,  which  will  pretty  certainly  act  as  a 
vomit,  if  our  fufpicion  has  been  juft  ; and  will 
remove  that  threatening  fymptom  very  foon. 

It  is  Scarcely  neceftary  to  remind  the  reader, 
that  preparations  of  antimony  are  very  power- 
ful medicines,  and  not  to  be  prefcribed  indis- 
criminately as  they  Sometimes  are  by  thofe  who 
are,  in  no  wife,  competent  judges  ;*  and  againft 
which  practitioners  will  do  well  in  offering  acau- 
tion  in  the  nurfery.  But  where  fuch  medicines 
are  found  to  agree,  and  keep  the  belly  open, 
children  frequently  ftand  in  need  of  no  other; 
though  where  the  fever  has  been  very  confi- 
derable,  I have  given  nitre  to  advantage  to  in- 


* A niirfe  very  lately  propofed  giving  half  a grain  of  ta: 
tarifed  antimony  to  an  infant  of  a few  days  old. 
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fants  of  only  a few  months  old.-  In  the  little 
fevers  arifing  from  taking  cold,  to  which  fome 
children  are  very  liable,  I often  join  it  with 
Dr.  James’s  powder,  and  a few  grains  of  the 
compound  powder  of  contrayerva,  lowered  with 
teftacea  ; which  I find  to  be  a medicine  exceed- 
ingly ufeful,  when  given  in  time. — If  the  head 
is  much  affecfted,  putting  the  feet  into  warm 
water,  or  applying  a milt  to  them  juft  taken 
from  the  animal,  are  admirable  remedies  ; and 
I think  have  fometimes  faved  a life  after  all 
hope  had  been  given  up.  Or  a little  frefh  lea- 
ven, or  dough,  as  advifed  by  Mr.  Le  Febure  de 
Villebruneyrc\2Ly  be  fpread  thinly  over  the  foies 
of  the  feet.  If  the  fever  be  accompanied  with 
much  cough,  and  attended  with  difficulty  of 
breathing,  which  comes  on  by  fits,  both  may 
be  greatly  relieved  by  the  compound  fpirit  of 
vitriolic  ether,  given  three  or  four  times  a day. 

If  the  fever  be  not  owing  to  taking  cold,  to 
worms,,  teething,  or  fome  eruptive  complaint, 
it  will  generally  be  found  to  arife  from  fome 
foulnefs  in  the  firft-paftages,  in  which  cafe* 
opening  the  belly,  and  afterwards  giving  an 
emetic,  and  the  teftaceous  powders,  ufually  re- 
move it.  On  this  account,  great  attention 
ought  to  be  paid  to  the  ftate  of  the  bowels,  and 
not  only  in  regard  to  the  number  of  ftools,  but 
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t'heir’kind.  This  fhould  be  a maxim  with  all 
thofe  who  have  the  fuperintendance  of  children, 
efpecially  infants,  under  whatever  complaints 
they  may  labour,*  as  a principal  indication 
muft:  be  taken  from  the  ftate  of  their  bowels. 
In  the  prefent  inftance,  if  a laxative  and  eme- 
tic have  not  removed  the  fever,  opening  me- 
dicines muft  be  continued  a while  longer,  ef- 
pecially caftor-oil ; but  if  the  ftools  are  very 
fetid,  the  pulvis  efcammonio  cum  calomel,  or 
fmall  dofes  of  calomel  alone,  are  the  fitted: 
purge.  I have  known  not  only  convulfions, 
dilated  pupils,  and  drowfinefs,  but  alfo  paraly- 
tic affedtions,  attended  with  great  pain  and 
continual  fever,  induced  merely  by  a foul  ftate 
of  the  bowels  ; where,  after  the  complaint 
had  been  unfuccefsfully  treated  as  a fever  of 
another  kind,  all  the  fymp'toms  have  been  re- 
moved at  once  by.  an  adtive  purge.  Even  in- 
fants of  only  three  or  four  months  old  will 
often  have  very  eonfiderable  fever,  and  fits, 
with  fo  coffive  a ftate  of  the  bowels  as  to  re- 
quire ftrong  purgative  medicines  to  be  re- 
peated for  feveral  fucceftive  days,  with  clyflers 
and  the  warm-bath,  before  the  obftrudtion  can 
be  removed,  or  the  fever  will  at  all  abate.  And 
l doubt  not,  it  may  be  matter  of  furprife  to 
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thofe  who  may  not  frequently  have  met  with 
fuch  cafes,  to  find  how  great  a quantity  of 
purging  medicines  have  been  taken  by  a ten- 
der infant  before  one  proper  ftool  could  be  pro- 
cured,* and  how  certainly  a relapfe  will  take 
place,  if  the  opening  plan  be  notperfevered  in. 
in  the  manner  recommended.— In  lefs  urgent 
cafes,  and  efpecially  in  very  young  fubjecfts, 
much  gentler  means  will  ufually  fucceed,  and 
after  the  belly  has  been  once  or  more  well  open- 
ed, many  common  fevers  will  nearly  fubfide  ; 
after  which,  it  will  frequently  be  proper  to  re- 
turn to  the  teftaceous  powders,  in  one  form  or 
other.  Thefe  will  compofe  an  admirable  me- 
dicine for  very  young  children,  as  well  under 
little  fevers,  as  for  almoft  all  their  complaints 
not  attended  with  coftivenefs.  This,  the  judi- 
cious Harris  was  fo  fenlible  of,  that  he  thinks 
them  alone  fufficient  to  effecft  almoft  every- 
thing during  the  infant  ftate,  and  has  done  un- 
ipeakable  fervice  by  abolifhing  that  indifcrimi- 
nate  recourfe  to  cordial,  and  other  heating  and 
rough  medicines,  fuch  as  mercury,  aurum  ful- 
“ minans,  theriaca,  &c.  together  with  various 
anile  and  fuperftitious  remedies,  which  the  an- 
cient writers  frequently  recommended  on  oc- 


* See  page  25. 
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cafions  peculiarly  improper.  And  though  ab- 
forbents  will  not  do  every  thing  he  has  imagin- 
ed, yet  are  there  very  few  medicines  of  fuch 
general  ufe.  But  fhould  the  fever  withstand 
thefe  common  remedies,  or  be  found  to  in- 
creafe,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  give  fome  of 
thofe  before  recommended,  or  what  is  often 
very  ufeful,  little  draughts  of  fuccus  limon.  and 
kali  ppt.  in  which  the  latter  is  left  a little  pre- 
dominant ; or  a few  drops  of  the  fpirit.  am- 
monias comp,  four  or  five  times  a day,  as  re- 
commended for  the  fever  of  dentition. 

In  many  little  fevers  of  infants,  where  the 
caufe  has  not  been  fo  obvious  as  it  commonly 
is,  I have  experienced  very  good  effects  from 
perfevering  in  the  ufe  of  fmall  doles  of  the  vi- 
num  antimonii,  given  in  afaline  draught;  this 
medicine  fometimes  adting  as  an  emetic  or 
purge,  and  at  others,  as  a flimulant  and  diapho- 
retic, pofTeffes  peculiar  advantages.  But  the 
manner  in  which  this  medicine  is  diredled  to  be 
prepared  in  the  new  pharmacopoeia,  under  the 
title  of  vinum  antimonii  tartarifati,  renders  it 
exceedingly  preferable  to  the  common  anti- 
monial  wine ; and  may  be  frequently  given  in 
the  place  of  the  pulvis  antimonialis,  in  the  dofe 
of  five  or  fix  drops,  to  a young  infant;  or  in 
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the  dofe  of  three  drops,  inftead  of  five  of  the 
old  antimonial  wine.  It  will  be  neceffary,  how- 
ever, as  noticed  on  a former  occafion,  that  the 
bowels  be  fomewfife  kept  open  under  the  ufe  of 
this,  and  of  every  preparation  of  antimony. 

There  is  a fever  to  which  children  long  after 
the  time  of  teething  are  liable,  that  is  of  no 
marked  type,  and  turns  out  to  be  owing  to  foul- 
nefs  of  the  primae  vise  ; but  rather  from  the 
acrid  fceretions  from  the  liver,  or  other  glands, 
than  from  a collection  of  feces,  or  a coftive 
habit,  and  is  more  remarkable  for  the  great 
pain  in  the  bowels  than  for  any  other  fymptom. 

It  commences  like  other  little  fevers  in  chil- 
dren, and  is  of  uncertain  duration.  Thepulfe 
is  oftentimes  exceedingly  quick,  the  breath- 
ing bad  ; the  tongue  dry  and  brown  ; with  a 
cough  more  or  lefs  violent,  throughout  the 
complaint.  On  this  account,  it  is  in  the  be- 
ginning often  fufpe&ed  to  be  owing  to  taking 
cold  ; but  the  caufe,  I believe,  is  always  in  the 
firfl-paffages. 

Though  procuring  Itools  freely  for  feveral 
days  is  found  to  abate  the  fever,  yet  the  child 
is  at  no  time  entirely  free  from  it ; though  it 
frequently  remits. 

The  ftools,  which  at  firfi:  are  very  fetid,  in 
a little  time  become  very  numerous,  mixed 
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with  a great  quantity  of  (limy  matter,  and  are 
attended,  or  followed,  by  very  great  pain.  This 
has  fometimes  difcouraged  practitioners  from 
further  purging  ; but  where  no  other  fource  of 
fever  is  difcovered,  and  coohng  and  antimonial 
medicines  are  found  to  afford  no  effential  re- 
lief, the  exhibition  of  repeated  purges  has 
proved  the  fureft  remedy. 

To  this  end,  two  or  three  grains  of  calomel, 
taken  every  night,  and  infus.  fennas  the  next 
morning,  has  feemed  to  have  the  belt  effect, 
in  the  earlieft  ffage  of  the  diforder  ; but  after 
the  fevere  pain  and  (limy  ffools  have  taken 
place,  caftor-oil  may  be  fubftituted,  and  given 
only  every  fecond  or  third  day  ; compofing  the 
bowels,  and  taking  off  the  fpafmodic  pains, 
by  repeated  dofes  of  laudanum,  on  the  inter- 
mediate days,  and  efpeciallyon  the  nights  after 
the  operation  of  purgatives. 

This  planfhould  be  continued  until  the  fever 
entirely  fubfides,  (which  will  fometimes  run 
out  to  two,  or  even  three  weeks)  and  the  ap- 
petite for  food  returns.  Previoufly  to  which 
fome  light  bitter,  given  in  a faline  draught  or 
lac  amygd.  or  with  the  pulv.  e tragacanth. 
comp,  in  the  intervals  of  purging,  will  tend  to. 
comfort  the  bowels,  and  haften  the  natural  in- 
clination for  food,  to  which  there  is  often  ^ 
long  averfion. 
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There  is  a fever  which  may  be  juft  hinted 
at  in  this  place,  which  will  be  more  particularly 
noticed  in  the  chapter  on  hydrocephalus,  for 
which  alfo  repeated  purging  is  the  remedy. — • 
The  fymptoms  ftrongly  refemble  thofe  of  wa- 
ter in  the  head,  but  the  fools  are  of  a very  un- 
common appearance,  refembling  meconium ; 
-which,  however,  refit  common  purges,  but  are 
brought  away  in  great  quantities,  and  for  a con- 
siderable time,  by  calomel ; the  fever  and  ftu- 
por  abating  in  proportion  as  this  kind  of  ftooi 
is  brought  away. 

On  the  decline  of  fome  fevers,  efpecially  thofe 
ariiing  from  foul  bowels,  it  is  not  uncommon 
to  fee  an  eruption  on  the  fkin,  refembling  that 
called  the  red-gum,  in  the  month,  and  fome- 
times  even  the  thrufh  will  make  its  appearance, 
though  the  infant  may  have  had  that  complaint 
before;  which  are  marks  of  the  great  diftur- 
bance  the  firft-paffages  have  buffered,  and  of 
the  confent  they  have  with  the  fkin:  the  for- 
per,  it  has  been  faid,  is  always  a favourable  in- 
dication, but  the  obfervation  is  far  from  hold- 
ing good  in  regard  to  the  thrufh, 

At  the  decline  alfo  of  certain  anomalous 
fevers  that  have  lafted  for  ten  or  twelve  days^ 
(and  fometimes  after  the  febris  fcarlatina)  great 
pain  of  the  neck  has  taken  place,  attended  with 
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a little  tumour  of  the  part,  and  great  rigidity 
of  the  mufcles,  drawing  the  head  forcibly  to 
one  fide.  A general  debility,  and  want  of  ap- 
petite has  continued,  though  the  bark  has  been 
adminiftercd,  and  feemed  no  wife  to  difagree. 
In  this  Fate,  fomentations  and  poultices  ap- 
plied to  the  neck,  together  with  fome  volatile 
embrocation,  has  foon  removed  the  contrac- 
tion, and  pain  ; after  which  children  have  re- 
„ covered  as  on  a fudden  their  appetite  and  fpirits. 

During  very  cold  weather,  I have  known  a 
Fighter  degree  of  pain  and  ftiffnefs  of  the  neck, 
with  a little  fever,  return  a u7eek  or  twro  after- 
wards ; poflibly,  from  taking  cold,  and  as  I 
have  thought,  from  improper  food.  The  an- 
timonial  pov7d,er  with  faline  draughts,  and  a re- 
petition of  the  topical  applications,  have  in 
fuch  cafe  had  an  immediate  good  effect. 

I have  fometimes  met  with  a fever,  more 
remarkable  for  its  being  attended  with  inflam- 
ed and  fometimes  painful  tumours,  than  for 
any  other  fymptom  peculiar  to  it.  Thefe  are 
feated  chiefly  on  the  legs,  and  particularly  a- 
long  the  fpine  of  the  tibiae  ; and  rife  in  a day 
or  two  to  the  fize  of  a nutmeg.  They  are. 
marked  wdth  all  the  appearances  of  abfceffes,, 
feeling  as  if  they  contained  matter,  and  on  this 
account,  they  put  on  a formidable  afped  tq 
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fuch  as  may  not  often  have  fcen  the  difeafe  $ 
but  what  is  remarkable,  they  never,  I be- 
lieve, come  to  fuppuration,  unlefs  irritated  by 
the  clothes  or  other  means,  but  difappear  a- 
gain  in  a few  days,  though  the  fever  fome- 
times  continues.  The  like  appearances  have 
been  met  with  in  adults,  efpecially  females, 
tho'ugh  perhaps  more  commonly  in  children 
from  three  to  ten  years  of  age ; but  are  not 
peculiar  to  fcrofulous  habits,  though  the  tu- 
mours have  very  much  of  a fcrofulous  appear- 
ance and  feel.  As  far  ^s  my  experience  has 
gone,  (for  I believe  it  is  not  a very  common 
complaint)  they  are  conjoined  more  frequent- 
ly with  that  fever  which  attends  a foul  hate 
of  the  bowels,  than  with  any  other;  which 
therefore  requires  repeated  purging,  efpecially 
with  calomel : and  on  this  account,  the  pulvis 
e fcammon.  cum  calomel,  becomes  a conveni- 
ent preparation.  Saline  draughts  with  the  fpir. 
setheris  vitriolici  comp,  may  be  given  on  the 
intermediate  days,  and  in  the  end  the  bark  is 
commonly  ufeful. 

Thefe  appearances  havefometimes  been  pre- 
ceded by  fcarlet  fpots,  or  patches,  refembling 
the  petaechiae  obferved  in  malignant  fevers,  as 
was  noticed  under  the  article  of  rafhes. 

Fevers  in  children  of  three  or  four  years  old^ 
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are  fometimes  tedious  of  cure  by  any  of  the  a- 
bove  means,  and  like  thofe  of  adults  require 
the  bark,  (efpecially  under  the  recurrence  of 
the  thrufh;)  which  fhould  be  adminiftered  in 
a light  decodtion,  three  or  four  times  a day,  in 
fuch  dofes  as  the  fymptoms  may  require. 
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J^nother  caufe  of  fever  has  been  hinted  at, 
which  is  obftrudted  glands,  efpecially  the  me- 
fenteric  ; and  is  often  a fore-runner  of  the  true 
hedtic  fever,  or  fatal  marafmus. 

It,  indeed,  frequently  arifes  from  fcrofula, 
which  then  difcovers  itfelf  by  other  marks;  and 
will  require  its  peculiar  treatment.  But  there 
is  an  early  ftage  of  glandular  obftrudlion  in  the 
mefentery,  and  of  the  fever  here  alluded-  to, 
that  is  often  falfely  attributed  to  worms  ; but 
will  not  yield  to  mere  purgative  medicines,  as 
that  diforder  ufually  does.  It  attacks  children 
from  the  age  of  three  or  four  years,  the  fever 
remitting,  and  fometimes  intermitting,  irregu- 
larly ; is  attended  with  lofs  of  appetite,  fwelled 
belly,  and  pain  in  the  bowels ; the  latter  fome- 
times  taking  place,  more  or  lefs,  every  day,  of 
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is  generally  more  violent  if  the  child  be  a day 
or  two  free  from  it. 

After- opening  the  bowels,  half  a grain,  or 
a grain  of  calomel  may  be  given  to  advantage, 
two  or  three  times  a week,  and  on  the  interme- 
diate days  fmall  dofes  of  the  natron  ppt.  either 
alone,  or  neutralized  with  the  juice  of  lemons, 
or  in  fome  inftances  partially  fo.  If  the  belly 
be  very  coftive,  as  it  often  is,  an  infufion  of 
fpong.  uft.  and  fenna  is  more  effectual  than  any 
thing ; and  is  an  excellent  remedy  for  many 
little  fevers,  in  older  children,  when  the  primee 
vim  are  particularly  concerned.  When  the 
glandular  fever,  juft  now  mentioned,  has  abat- 
ed, fome  light  bitter,  as  of  chamomile  flowers, 
is  ufeful  to  brace  the  ftomach  and  bowels;  and 
to  prevent  a relapfe,  it  will  often  be  found  ne- 
ceffary  to  adminifter  fome  chalybeate,  of  which 
the  tineftura  florum  martialium  is  one  of  the 
iitteft  for  children  : if  it  fhould  offend  the  fto- 
mach,a  few  drops  of  the  tindture  of  cardamoms, 
or  other  ftomachic,  fhould  be  joined  with  it. 

But  as  the  mefenteric  fever,  from  its  great 
fatality  and  frequency,  has  lately  very  much  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  writers,  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  confider  it  a little  more  diftinddy  in  fome 
of  its  principal  ftages  ; in  each  of  which  its  na- 
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ture and  treatment  fometimes  materially  differ. 
For  before  the  mefenteric  glands  become  much 
enlarged,  or  the  fever  continual ; whilft  the  ap- 
petite continues,  and  the  firft  digeftion  is  but 
little  impaired,  and  no  purginghas  taken  place; 
the  opening  mixture  of  fponge  and  fenna,  with 
a few  dofes  of  calomel,  and  afterwards  bitters 
and  chalybeates,  are  the  only  remedies  very 
likely  to  be  called  for ; and  almoft  always  fuc- 
ceed.  In  this  ftate,  the  diforder  may  dill 
be  confidered  as  in  its  firft  ftage,  and  of  which 
an  unufual  coftivenefs,  the  hardnefs  and  recur- 
ring pains  in  the  belly,  and  a remitting  fever, 
are  the  principal  fymptoms.  The  limits  of  this 
work,  however,  will  not  allow  of  a particular 
detail  of  the  many  others  that  attend  this  fever 
through  its  various  ftages ; and  it  is  prefumed, 
they  are  To  well  known  as  to  render  it  unne- 
celfary.  But  in  general,  it  may  be  faid,  that 
indigeftion,  cofiivenefs  or  purging,  irregular 
appetite,  fluflied  cheeks,  or  a total  lofs  of  co- 
lour, impaired  flrength  and  fpirits,  remitting 
fever,  and  a hard  and  tumid  belly,  with  ema- 
ciated limbs,  are  amongft  the  more  conftant 
fymptoms  attending,  at  one  period  or  other  of 
the  difeafc. 

This  being  a glandular  complaint,  not  only 
are  the  glands  of  the  mefentery  affe&ed,  but  I 
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have  found  thofe  of  other  parts,  and  efpccially 
of  the  lungs,  in  a very  morbid  hate  before  any 
of  thofe  fymptoms  of  inflammation  have  been 
noticed,  which  are  conftantly  met  with,  in 
fimilar  cafes,  in  older  fubjetfls.* 

Children  are  liable  to  this  fever  till  they  be- 
come eight  or  ten  years  old,  (and  in  fcrofulou3 
habits  much  longer)  it  being  often  a confe- 
quence  of  the  protraction  of  almofl:  any  of 
the  preceding  complaints,  efpecially  thofe  of 
the  firft-paflages  and  dentition,  as  well  as  of 
the  meafles,  and  a few  others;  of  which  that 
from  teething  will  be  feparately  confidered.  A- 
mong  the  poor,  it  is  too  frequently  owing  to  a 
coarfe  and  unwholefome  diet;  indigeftion  at 
the  ftomach,  and  a confequent  vitiated  chyle, 

* In  examining  the  vifcera  of  more  than  one  infant  of  only 
a few  months  old,  I have  found  tubercles,  and  even  purulent 
matter  in  the  lungs,  which  have  not  been  preceded  by  any 
manifefl  fymptoms  of  fuch  mifchief,  and  even  where  there 
has  been  no  cough  nor  difficulty  of  breathing,  until  a few 
days  before  death,  and  then  only  fo  flight  as  to  be  fcarcely 
noticed.  In  one  inftance,  I found  in  fome  parts  of  the  lungs 
tubercles  as  large  as  nutmegs,  and  in  others,  clufters  of  fmal- 
ler  ones,  (and  particularly  about  the  fuperior  and  back  part 
of  the  mediaflinum  ;)  fome  of  which  were  hard,  and  others 
full  of  matter. — Such  appearances  feem,  therefore,  to  be  com- 
mon in  all  glandular  difeafes,  to  rickets,  and  fimilar  difor- 
ders  arifing  from  cachochymy;  Glysson  having  remark- 
ed, that  he  feldom  examined  the  bodies  of  infants  dying  of 
rickets,  without  meeting  with  fuch  appearances  in  the  lungs. 
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with  infarction,  or  obftructions,  in  fome  of  the 
internal  glands  or  lymphatics,  being  among  the 
primary  remote  caufes  of  the  difeafe. 

As  prophylactics,  therefore,  good  air,  excr- 
cife, gentle  frictions,  an  eafy  drefs,  frequent 
walkings  of  the  body  of  young  children  with 
foap  and  warm  water,*  the  cold-bath  in  older 
children  ; and  efpecially  a light  and  nutritious 
diet,  with  fuch  mild  aromatics  as  may  aflift  di- 
geftion,  are  fome  of  the  principal  and  mofl  ef- 
ficacious means. 

But  when  this  difeafe  is  completely  formed, 
it  calls  for  the  moft  powerful  remedies ; and 
fuch  have  happily  fucceeded  in  feveral  in- 
flances,  wherein  formerly  little  hope  had  been 
entertained. 

As  I have  palfed  over  many  lefs  important 
fymptoms  occurring  in  the  different  ftages  of 
this  long  difeafe,  efpecially  fuch  as  arife  from 
fome  peculiarity  of  habit ; I fhall  for  the  like 
reafon  confine  thefe  obfervations  to  the  more 
general  plan  of  treatment,  without  particularly 
noticing  a variety  of  occafional  remedies,  which 
fuch  fymptoms  may  at  different  periods  require. 

* This  idea,  is  as  ancient  as  the  time  of  Hiji/iocraics , who 
ftrongly  advifes  it. 

De  Salubri  Diata.  § IX. 
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In  a general  way,  the  principal  indications 
are  to  remove  the  obftruCtions  in  the  lymphatic 
fyftem,  and  efteCt  a refolution  of  the  indurated 
glands  of  the  mefentery ; to  carry  off  this  vifeid 
matter ; and  laftly,  to  ftrengthen  the  fyftem, 
and  eftablifh  a good  digeftion,  as  well  by  means 
of  proper  diet  as  by  medicine.  To  accomplifh 
thefe  intentions,  attenuants  and  deobftruents, 
purges,  emetics,  and  tonics  muft  be  had  re- 
courfe  to,  in  due  turn. 

Amongft  the  fir  ft,  and  as  general  deobftru- 
ents, are  mercurial  and  antimonial  remedies, 
neutral  falts,  foap,  fteel,  and  the  cicuta ; to 
which,  with  propriety  I think,  may  be  added, 

. electricity. 

In  regard  to  the  efficacy  of  mercury  and  fteel 
in  this  difeafe,  a vaft  crowd  of  teftimonies  ap- 
pears among  writers,*  in  almoft  every  part  of 
Europe.  And  a very  rational  idea  has  been  fug- 
gefted  on  this  head,  by  Mr.  Royer,  that  of  ad- 
miniftering  mercury  clyfter-wife  ; inafmuch  as 
the  refolution  of  local  and  partial  obftruCtions, 
does  not  fo  much  require  an  exertion  of  the  col- 
lected force  of  the  fyftem,  as  deriving  all  the 
influence  of  proper  remedies  to  the  feat  of  the 

* White,  Hartmann,  Worlhof  \ The  den,  Bur  chard,  Baume , Bautnes ? 
Rofcoiy  Fouquct,  &c. 
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difeafc  : an  idea  of  late  years  pretty  generally 
received,  and  in  fome  infiances  fucccfsfully  a- 
dapted  to  the  cure  of  fcrofula,  as  well  as  fome 
other  chronical  diforders. 

Calomel  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  fitted:  reme- 
dies of  this  clafs,  and  when  adminifiered  by  the 
mouth,  may  be  combined  with  fome  purgative 
medicine,  and  given  for  feveral  weeks,  till  there 
fhall  be  fome  favourable  change  in  the  feel  and 
fize  of  the  belly. 

The  lighted:  preparations  of  {feel  are  ufually 
preferable,  fuch  as  its  tinctures,  or  the  fait,  or 
merely  fome  chalybeate  water ; which  will  adl 
both  as  aperitives  and  tonics.  Amongft  anti- 
monials,  the  kermes  mineral  is  found  by  ex- 
perience to  be  more  generally  ufeful  than  any 
other  preparation. 

The  Evacuants  mentioned  as  proper  in  this 
difeafe,  were  emetics  and  purges ; to  which  may 
be  added  diaphoretics.  The  two  former  are 
more  efientially  neceflary ; but  mud:  be  adapt- 
ed and  carefully  dofed,  agreeably  to  the  Hate  of 
the  bowels  of  the  patient.  As  a purge,  rhu- 
barb and  tartarifed  kali  are  generally  the  fafeft 
and  mod:  effectual,  and  may  be  perfevered  in 
for  the  greatefi  length  of  time  ; or  the  compo- 
fition  which,  in  regard  to  many  cafes,  has  been 

R 2 „i 


-3+6--' 


Mesenteric-Fevek. 


dcfervedly  extolled  by  Sir  William  Fokdyce, 
rhubarb  and  polychreh  fait;  which,  whenever 
mercury  may  not  be  preferred,  fhould  be  exhi- 
bited daily  for  feveral  weeks,  and  will  fome- 
times  rehore  the  patient  without  recourfe  toany 
other  means,  when  the  diforder  is  not  of  long 
handing  ; being  at  once  both  a purge  and  an 
efficacious  deobhruent. 

As  a Diaphoretic,  farfaparilla,  or  a more  com- 
pound decodtion  of  the  woods ; which  may  be 
taken  together  with  any  of  the  above  mention- 
ed remedies. 

The  lah  means  recommended  were  tonics, 
which  art  very  rarely  be  difpenfed  with  ; hnce 
although  the  obhruchions  fhould  actually  be 
removed,  the  emaciated  hate  to  which  the  pa- 
tient is  generally  reduced,  peculiarly  calls  for 
bracing  remedies,  efpecially  with  a view  to 
hrengthen  the  homach  and  alimentary  canal, 
and  promoting  a good  digeflion ; the  only  means 
of  obtaining  a bland  and  nutritious  chyle,  by 
which  the  body  may  be  conferved  in  good 
health.  To  this  end,  the  bark,  heel,  the  cold- 
bath,  (the  latter  of  which,  efpecially,  fhould  not 
be  attempted  till  the  obhruchions  are  removed] 
light  bitters  and  aromatics  are  the  principal  re- 
medies; to  one  or  more  of  which,  recourfe  may 
be  had,  as  the  degree  of  remaining  fever,  and 
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the  flate  of  the  bowels,  or  the  debility  of  the 
patient  maypoint  out.  To  thefe  may  be  joined 
daily  frictions,  efpecially  of  the  belly,  limbs, 
and  fpine;  or  the  common  foap-plafter,  or 
one  compofed  of  ointment  of  marfh-mallows, 
gum  ammoniac,  and  oil  of  chamomile,  may  be 
applied  over  the  whole  belly  : or  the  body,  be 

covered  all  over  with  fea-falt,  reduced  to  a 
very  fine  powder. 


It  has  been  already  hinted,  that  the  diet 
ought  to  be  of  the  lighted:  and  mod  nutritious 
kind,  and  carefully  adapted  to  the  age  and  other 
orcumdances  of  the' child;  who,  if  at  a due 
age,  ought  in  many  indances  to  partake  of  lio-ht 
w ite  meats,  as  well  as  vegetables,  and  plain 
jellies  ; but  always  avoiding  fat  and  greafy ali- 
ments padry,  and  whatever  may  not  be  duly 
as  well  as  quickly  digeded,  or  will  not  form  1 
bland  and  nutritious  chyle,  however  readily 
tliey  may  get  out  of  the  domach. 

Though  in  Tome  indances,  merely  purging 
with  calomel  or  rhubarb,  for  a length  of  time! 
has  been  faid  to  fucceed,  and  in  others,  fome 
one  of  the  above  remedies  may  be  more  adapt- 
ed to  the  patient  than  the  red;  yet  in  general 
each  of  them  will  be  ufeful,  at  one  period  or 
Pther  of  the  complaint,  and  fometimcs  the  uni- 
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on  of  feveral : but  above  all,  purging  is  always 
the  mod  eflential  to  the  cure  of  this  dangerous 
difeafe.  And  though  it  is  oftentimes  attended 
with  coftivenefs  and  a voracious  appetite,  it  is, 
at  others,  accompanied  with  a loathing  of  all 
food,  and  frequent  ftools,  which  do  not  reduce 
the  belly,  but  too  often  deter  practitioners  from 
the  ufe  of  adive,  or  repeated  purges  ; without 
which,  how  ever,  experience  proves  there  can 
be  no  profped  of  fuccefs,  after  the  belly  has 
once  become  enlarged. — I fhall  clofe  thefe  ob- 
fervations  with  offering  the  following  form, 
which  in  a general  way  I have  found  very  fuita- 
ble.  It  fhould  be  continued  for  a length  of 
time,  taking  care  that  the  bowels  be  kept  pro- 
perly open. 

R.  Calomelan.  gr.  j.  ad.  ij. 

Pulv.  Ipecac,  gr.  fs.  ad  gr.  j. 

Zingiber,  gr.  vj. 

Mifce,  ft.  Pilulae  iv,  cum  quantitat.  fuffici- 
ent.  vel  Conf.  aromaticae,  vel  Conf.  opiatae,  ut 
alvi  flatus  poftulet.  Equibus  fumatur  j fingulis 
aut  alternis  nodibus,  vel  omni  node  mane  que. 
Poft  aliquod  tempus  addentur  pulv.  rad.  col- 
umbae  grana  odo  vel  decern. — Together  with 
this  pill,  the  cicuta  will  fometimes  be  very  fer- 
viceable. 
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ot  a few  both  of  the  preceding  and  follow- 
ing complaints  are  fometimes  found  to  induce 
a confirmed  hedtic  fever,  and  marafmus,  called 
by  fome  writers  atrophia  ladtentium;  though 
it  often  comes  on  too  late  properly  to  admit  of 
the  name.  I have  nothing  new,  indeed,  to  of- 
fer on  this  difeafe  when  it  is  far  advanced,  un- 
lefs  it  be  by  way  of  encouragement  to  hope  for 
a better  iffue  in  the  hedtic  fever,  under  certain 
circumHances,  than  we  are  wont  to  expedt. 

THisfever,as  it  is  apt  to  arife  from  othercom- 
plaints,  is  very  often  owing  to  their  having  been 
imprudently  treated,  or  imperfectly  cured,  efpe- 
cially  by  fupprefling  fome  eruption  or  difcharge 
from  the  fkin,  or  incautioufly  flopping  a purg- 
ing, during  the  time  of  teething.  In  fuch  cafes, 
and,  indeed,  whenever  the  hedtic  fever  is  of 
fome  Handing,  the  mefenteric  glands  become 
indurated,  greatly  increafed  in  lize,  and  often 
fuppurate,  the  belly  getting  large,  though  the 
limbs  and  other  parts  become  emaciated ; which 
Hate  has  been  confidered  in  the  former  chap- 
ter, and  has  been  fhewn  to  be  curable,  or  other- 
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wife,  according  to  the  degree  of  induration, 
and  the  length  of  time  it  has  exifted.  But 
there  is  fometimes  a threatening  appearance  of 
hedlic  fever,  where,  neverthelefs,  nature  effe&s 
a falutary  and  wonderful  change,  and  will  re- 
ftore  the  emaciated  infant  as  from  the  very 
jaws  of  death.  And  this,  indeed,  is  often  the 
work  only  of  nature,  art,  doing  no  more  than 
fuperintending,and  preventing  her  being  coun- 
teracted by  the  ufe  of  improper  medicines, ordiet. 

Nature  alone  will,  indeed,  oftentimes  effect 
wonders  for  infants,  and  far  beyond  any  thing 
to  be  expected  in  adults,  if  fhe  be  not  offici- 
oufly  counteracted.  And  the  reafon  is  obvi- 
ous ; it  being  well  obferved  by  a great  man,  and 
a good  phyfician,*  lately  deceafed,  that  “there 
is,  in  truth,  a greater  luxuriancy  of  life  and 
health  in  infancy,  than  in  any  other  period  in 
life.  Infants,  it  is  acknowledged,  are  more  de- 
licately fenfible  to  injury,  than  thofe  advanced 
in  life  ; but,  to  compenfate  this,  their  fibres 
and  veffels  are  more  capable  of  diftenfion,  their 
whole  fyftem  is  more  flexible,  their  fluids  are 
lefs  acrid,  and  lefs  difpofed  to  putrefcence; 
they  bear  all  evacuations  more  eafily,  except 

* Dr.  Gregory — Comparative  view  of  the  State  and  Facia- 
ties  .of  Man  with  thofe  of  the  anijnal  World . 1785. 
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that  of  blood  ; and,  which  is  an  important  cir- 
cumftance  in  their  favour,  they  never  fuffer 
from  the  terrors  of  a diftradted  imagination. 
Their  fpirits  are  lively  and  equal ; they  quickly 
forget  their  paft  bufferings,  and  never  antici- 
pate the  future.  In  confequence  of  thefe  advan- 
tages, children  recover  from  difeafes,  under 
fuch  unfavourable  fymptoms  as  are  never  fur- 
vived  by  adults.  If  they  wafte  more  quickly 
under  iicknefs,  their  recovery  from  it  is  quick 
in  proportion,  and  generally  more  complete 
than  in  older  people ; as  difeafes  feldom  leave 
thofe  baneful  effects  on  their  conftitutions,  fo 
frequent  in  adults.  In  fhort,  a phyfician  ought 
fcarce  ever  to  defpair  of  a child’s  life,  while  it 
continues  to  breathe.”— Tn  further  fupport  of 
this  fentiment  it  may  be  obferved,  that  their 
complaints  are  not  often  attended  with  acute 
fever  like  thofe  of  adults,  which  however  falu- 
tary  in  fome  inftances,  is,  from  mifmanage- 
ment,  or  otherwife,  more  commonly  difpofed  to 
breakup  the fy Hem, than  to redlifythe  machine. 

The  above  mentioned  falutary  turns  in  the 
true  hecftic  fever,  as  far  as  I have  obferved,  arc 
chiefly  in  that  fpecies  of  it  arifingfrom  worms, 
or  teething  j and  in  which  I have  known  re- 
coveries after  hope  had  long  been  given  up, 
and  all  attempts  been  laid  abide.  There  is,  in- 
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deed,  an  atrophy  in  infants  for  want  of  the 
breaft,  or  from  the  unfuitablenefs  of  it,  (which 
is  the  true  atrophia  laCfentium)  or  of  whatever 
elfe  may  be  the  child’s  ordinary  food,  as  I (hall 
inftance  in  another  place;  but  this  is  not  ufu- 
ally  attended  with  fever,  and  is  to  be  cured 
merely  by  making  that  change,  which  the  na- 
ture of  the  different  occafions  points  out.  Har- 
ris recounts  fome  remarkable  recoveries  in  what 
he  calls  the  atrophia  verminofa,  and  attributes 
the  cures  to  the  free  ufe  of  the  hydrargyrus  cum 
fulphure,  carefully  prepared : but  I have  feen 
none  fo  marvellous  as  in  the  atrophia  denten- 
tium.  In  this,  I have  known  children  after 
being  reduced  by  purging,  and  other  com- 
plaints, lying  for  three  months  together  in  the 
cradle,  fcarcely  fit  to  be  moved,  with  conti- 
nual fever,  fluffed  cheeks,  emaciated  counte- 
nance and  limbs,  a large  belly,  inceffant  cough, 
and  almoff  without  taking  any  nourifhment, 
recover,  as  it  were  in  a few7  days,  upon  unex- 
pectedly cutting  half  a dozen  teeth. 

After  what  I have  fa  id  on  the  true  heef  ic  fever, 
it  will  not  be  expected  I fhould  offer  much  on 
the  head  of  medicines;  I fhall  therefore  only  ob- 
ferve,that  the  chief  objeCt in  this  advanced  ftage 
of  the  difeafe  is  an  attention  to  the  hate  of  the  * 
bou'els.  This  will  be  found  to  vary  frequently ; 
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fometimes  calling  for  reftringent,and  at  others, 
opening  remedies.  In  a view  to  the  former, 
Sydenham’s  rhubarb-beerf  is  a verygood  me- 
dicine. Alfo  purging  with  mercury,  if  that 
has  not  already  been  done,  fhould  even  now  be 
attempted,  fince  children  in  this  flate  will  often 
bear  ftronger  dofes  of  purging  medicines,  and 
more  frequently  repeated,  than  under  any  other 

circumfiances. Attention,  likewife,  fhould 

be  paid  to  the  diet,  w7hich  ought  chiefly  to  be 
of  milk,  rice,  femolina,  and  fuch  like,  wdth 
light  puddings  : but  above  all,  children  fhould 
enjoy  plenty  of  frefh  air,  and  take  as  much  ex- 
ercife  as  their  degree  of  debility  may  admit  of. 

In  Dr.  Armstrong’s  fecond  edition,  is  a 
pretty  long  chapter  on  the  hecftic  fever  of  teeth- 
ing children,  wherein  feveral  medicines  are  pre- 
ferred, which  the  doctor  apprehends  may  be 
very  ferviceable  early  in  the  difeafe.  He  fpeaks 
of  it  as  a very  common  complaint,  beginning  like 

f Take  of  choice  rhubarb  diced,  two  drams;  let  it  be 
put  into  a glafs  bottle,  well  /topped,  with  a quart  of  finall- 
beer,  or  any  other  liquor  the  child  may  make  ufe  of.  This 
medicated  beer  is  to  be  his  ordinary  drink.  When  this  quan- 
tity is  drank,  a fecond,  and  a third  quart  of  beer  may  be 
poured  on,  as  before;  after  which  the  rhubarb  will  com- 
monly have  loft  its  virtue.  Should  the  beer  lirft  poured  on' be 
too  much  impregnated  with  rhubarb,  and  purge  too  much,  a- 
nother  pint  may  be  added  prefently  after  the  tirft  is  drank  up. 
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other  fevers,  and  gradually  becoming  remitting  • 
then  a flow  continual  fever,  and  terminating  in  a 
fatal  hedtic.  Dr.  Butter  likewife exprefieshim- 
felf  much  in  the  like  manner,  in  an  accurate  ac- 
count he  has  given  of  a fever  that  frequently 
made  its  appearance,  as  it  fhould  feem,  in  Der- 
byjhire>  which  he  terms  the  infantile  remittent 
fever  ; of  which  further  notice  will  be  taken  in 
its  place. 

It  is  very  probable,  that  a fever  of  the  de- 
fcription  given  by  Dr.  Armstrong  may  be  com- 
mon among  paupers,  relieved  at  difpenfaries, 
and  may  deferve  fuch  a name,  but,  I believe, 
it  will  be  rarely  met  with  in  higher  ranks  of 
life;  and  if  fo,  perhaps,  that  ought  to  have 
been  intimated  in  a popular  work.  It  feems 
to  me,  (and  both  Dr.  Butter,  and  Dr.  Arm- 
strong, indeed,  fay  as  much)  to  arife  from  im- 
proper food  and  nurfing,  joined  with  crudities 
and  a coftive  ftate  of  the  bowels,  and  has  no- 
thing uncommon  in  it.  When  advice  is  fought 
for  in  proper  time,  it,  accordingly,  appears  to 
be  nothing  more  than  the  fever  I have  defcrib- 
ed  arifing  from  a foul  ftate  of  the  bowels,  ag- 
gravated bynegledt;  and  is  eafily  cured  by  fuch 
medicines  as  are  beft  calculated  to  clear  the 
firft-paffages.  Should  this,  however,  not  be 
attended  to,  it  may  degenerate  into  a continual 
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fever ; but  it  is  not  even  then  peculiar  to  the 
age  Dr.  Armstrong  has  fpecified,  nor,  by  any 
means,  the  common  heCtic  fever  of  dentition. 
At  this  period,  indeed,  children  call  for  more 
exercife,  air,  and  general  attention  than  com- 
mon people  can  procure  for  them  ; it  is,  there- 
fore, not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  negleCted  and 
coftive,  they  fhould  at  this  time  fall  into  flow 
fevers,  whether  aggravated,  or  not,  by  the  fhoot- 
ing  of  their  teeth. 

■ / 

Remittent-Fever. 

-Notwithstanding  what  has  been  obferved 
reflecting  the  remittent-fever  as  deferibed  by 
Dr.  Armstrong  and  Butter,  there  is  certainly 
a fever  of  that  type  th^t  deferves  a curfory  con- 
fideration  in  refpeCt  to  a peculiar  fymptom, 
which,  I believe,  always  attends  it ; though  the 
fever  itfelf  certainly  arifes  merely  from  an  af- 
fection of  the  primee  vise. 

Indeed,  it  is  well  known  to  practitioners 
much  converfant  with  thediforders  of  children, 
that  various  febrile  affedtions,  differing  in  de- 
gree, and  the  time  of  their  continuance,  origi- 
nate from  the  Hate  of  the  firit-paffages  ; but  as 
the  treatment  is  fimilar  in  them  all,  varying 
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chiefly  in  regard  to  the  ftrength,  or  other  cir- 
cumftance>of  the  purging  medicines  exhibited, 
it  would  be  equally  unneceflary  and  perplex- 
ing to  multiply  names,  where  no  eflential  dif- 
tin&ion  fubfifis. 

The  prefent  chapter  therefore  is  added  only 
to  denote  a fever  of  this  kind,  which  conftantly 
remits  and  increafes  again,  fometimes  for  three 
or  four  weeks,  or  fometimes  much  longer, 
and  is  attended  with  the  remarkable  fymptom 
of  picking  at  various  parts  of  the  body  until 
they  are  made  to  bleed,  and  even  become  fore, 
particularly  the  fingers,  nofe,  the  lips,  or  the 
tongue.  But  this  fever  being  equally  remark- 
able for  being  always,  I believe,  void  of  danger, 
it  is  neceflary  only  to  remark,  that  it  feldom 
attacks  children  under  four  years  of  age,  nor 
upwards  of  ten;  and  that,  although  it  has  been 
diflinguifhed  into  the  acute,  flow,  and  low  in- 
fantile-remittent, it  requires  much  lefs  variety 
of  treatment  than  fuch  diftintfrions  leem  to  im- 
port. The  proper,  and  always  fuccefsful  plan, 
being  confined  to  the  repeated  exhibition  of 
fome  gentle  purgative  medicine,  or  light  cor- 
dials, when  accompanied  with  much  languor, 
as  is  not  unfrequently  the  cafe. 
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Febris  Scarlatina — with  or  without  Ul- 
ceration o/'  the  Throat. 

"W  iienever  the  Scarlet-fever  becomes  epi- 
demic among  adults,  children  rarely  fail  being 
attacked  by  it,  in  great  numbers,  and  frequently 
fink  under  it.  It  is,  indeed,  rather  a child’s 
difeafe,  and  very  contagious  amongft  them, 
but  is  not  often  communicated  from  them  to 
adults.  It  has  engaged  the  pen  of  the  moil 
able  phyficians,  and  is  therefore  well  underftood 
in  this  day,  and  needs  only  on  this  occafion,  to 
be  adverted  to  as  one  very  incident  to  children, 
and  its  moil  approved  method  of  treatment 
briefly  pointed  out. 

The  fcarlet-fever  with  ulcerated  throat  ha£, 
perhaps,  been  diftinguifhed  in  too  refined  a 
manner,  by  fome  writers,  into  the  fcarlet-feter 
with  malignant  ulcerated  throat,  and  the  ma- 
lignant fore  throat  with  efflorefcence,  or  red- 
nefs,  on  the  fkin.  But  fuch  diftindtion,  it  is 
apprehended,  is  needlefs,  lince  the  experienced 
pradlitioner  will  always  be  guided  by  the  de- 
gree of  tendency  in  the  fyfiem  either  to  an  in- 
flammatory or  putrid  diathefis;  and  the  lefs  ex- 
perienced will  only  be  perplexed  by  multiplied 
diftindlions. 
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One  obfervation,  indeed,  may  be  offered  on 
this  head,  which  is,  the  propriety  of  diftinguifh- 
ing  the  mild  fcarlet-fever  (in  which  the  throat 
is  much  inflamed,  and  (lightly  affected  with  fu- 
perficialand  white  foulnefs  rather  than  (loughs,) 
from  the  more  malignant  kind,  in  which  the 
tonfils  are  lefs  fwelled  and  florid,  and  exhibit 
the  precife  complaint  by  fome  practitioners 
termed  the  angina  maligna  with  efflorefcenceon 
the  (kin.  An  error  in  this  refpect,  has  certainly 
led  lefs  experienced  practitioners  to  adminifter 
both  bark  and  wine  too  early  and  liberally  in 
the  mild  fcarlet-fever,  which  has  thereby  de- 
generated into  a low  remittent,  bordering  on 
hectic ; and  unlefs  the  treatment  has  been 
changed  in  a little  time,  has  endangered  the 
life  of  the  patient. 

The  mildeft  fpecies  of  fcarlatina  anginofa 
Ihould  alfo  be  carefully  diftinguiflied  from  the 
true  inflammatory  affection  of  the  tonfils,  which 
it  will  fometimes  refemble  in  its  firft  ffages : 
but  the  genuine  marks  of  the  two  difeafes,  and 
the  cat  of  the  epidemics  reigning  at  the  time, 
will  direct  the  attentive  practitioner;  who  will 
in  lefs  certain  cafes,  take  a middle  courfe  in 
his  method  of  treatment,  till  the  characteritic 
fymptoms  of  either  (hall  become  more  evident. 

There  is,  however,  a fcarlet-fever  that  is  not 
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attended  with  any  affection  of  the  throat,  and 
was  long  ago  deferibed  by  Sydenham,*  though 
not  much  infilled  upon  by  later  writers,  which 
is  attended  with  a harder  pulfe,  and  other  fymp- 
toms  of  an  inflammatory  difpofition,  but  never- 
thelefs,  in  every  inllance  that  I have  met  with, 
calls  for  the  fame  general  treatment,  only  more 
cautioufiy  adapting  the  neceflary  cordials  and 
tonics  to  the  degree  of  fever,  efpeciaily  in  the 
commencement  of  the  complaint. 

The  febris  fcarlatina  of  every  fpecies  begins 
with  the  common  fymptoms  of  fever,  often  with 
languor  and  difpofition  to  fainting,  ficknefs,  a 
quick  pulfe,  and  pain  in  the  head.  The  eyes 
are  inflamed,  and  where  the  throat  is  affedted, 
there  is  frequently  a ftiffnefs  of  the  mufeies  of 
the  neck  very  early  in  the  difeafe,  which  is  foon 
followed  by  fome  difficulty  in  fwallowing.  The 
affe&ion  of  the  neck  fhould  be  carefully  in- 
quired into,  efpeciaily  in  younger  children; 
the  forenefs  of  the  throat  being  fometimes  not 
complained  of  in  the  moll  fevere  attacks  of  the 
difeafe,  until  but  little  profped  remains  of  any 
mode  of  treatment  being  attended  with  fuccefs. 
The  fever  generally  increafes  in  the  evening, 

* See  alfo  WiTHERiKQand  Cullen. 
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and  is  often  accompanied  with  tranfient  fits  of 
delirium  ; but  fome  remiflion  takes  place  to- 
wards morning,  with  fweating  ; and  on  the  fe- 
cond,  or  third  day  the  efflorefcence  appears  on 
the  fkin,  and  generally  fir  ft  on  the  face,  neck, 
and  breaft. 

At  this  time,  the  parts  tumify,  efpeciaily  the 
hands  and  feet ; and  the  patient  complains  much 
of  pain  in  the  head ; is  comatofe  or  very  reft- 
lefs,  and  is  at  times  delirious  ; the  tongue  is  in 
the  beginning  very  white  and  dry,  afterwards 
becomes  foul,  and  then  of  a florid  red.  About 
the  fifth  day,  there  is  ufually  a remiflion  of 
fever,  and  the  eruption  then  beginning  to  fcale 
off,  difappears  about  thefeventh.  If  the  difeafe 
has  been  violent,  the  patient  is  about  feven 
days  more  in  a low  ftate ; and  it  is  oftentimes 
a fortnight  longer  before  he  recovers  his  ftrength 
and  fpirits,  and  in  fome  cafes,  is  diftreffed  with 
foul  abfcelTes  on  the  outfide  of  the  neck. 

The  limits  of  this  work  allowr  me  only  to  ob- 
ferve  that  the  method  of  cure  being  directed  to 
the  twro  indications  of  the  general  diathefis, 
and  the  affection  of  the  throat,  the  nature  and 
extent  of  thefe  miift  ever  be  kept  in  view,  and 
the  fyftem  be  duly  fupported.  Should  the  body 
be  coftive  at  the  time  of  the  attack,  an  opening 
medicine  fliould  be  given  previous  to  the  ad- 
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mini  fieri  ng  of  bark  or  cordials.  The  throat 
fhould  be  often  gargled,  or  rather  fyringed, 
with  mucilaginous  infulions  or  decodtions,  ren- 
dered more  or  lefs  flimulant ; fuch  as  the  de- 
codl.  hord.  with  mel  rofas,  warmed  with  fpir. 
ammon.  comp,  tindl.  myrrhte,  decoct,  rad. 
lerpent.  or  other  fuch  like  preparations : though 
the  quality  of  the  gargle  is,  perhaps,  of  far  lefs 
importance,  than  its  being  frequently  made  ufe 
of,  which  is  abfolutely  neceffary,  efpecially  in 
young  children,  in  order  to  keep  the  mouth  to- 
lerably clean;  otherwife  thediffiultyof  degluti- 
tion will  be  greatly  increafed,  as  well  as  the  mor- 
bid mucus  be  conveyed  into  the  flomach.  On 
this  account,  alfo,  the  patient  ought  to  wafh 
his  mouth  previoufly  to  taking  his  medicines 
or  drinks.  . . 

This  fever,  efpecially  when  epidemic,  being 
almofl  conftantly  of  a low  type,  the  phyfician 
muft  not  trull  to  faline  draughts,  or  other  me- 
dicines of  that  clafs,  without  the  addition  of 
the  conf.  aromatica,  radix  ferpent..  or  the  bark, 
in  one  form  or  other.  A moderate  quantity  of 
wine  likewife,  according  to  the  age  and  other 
circumflances  of  the  patient,  fhould  be  given 
with  the  food,  which  fhould  confifl  of  whey, 
caudle,  and  fuch  like  thin  and  nutritious  ali- 
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ments  ; with  plenty  of  barley  water,  or  gruel, 
with  a view  to  promote  a moderate  perfpiration. 

Should  the  affe&ion  of  the  throat,  therefore, 
be  evidently  inflammatory,  or  {hould  a cafe  oc- 
cur where  the  fever  may  feem  to  be  of  that 
kind,  (which  may  be  better  afeertained  by  the 
hardnefs  of  the  pulfe  than  any  other  fymptom) 
it  will  very  rarely  bear  bleeding,  even  in  the 
beginning  of  the  difeafe ; as  fymptoms  of  de- 
bility generally  attend  in  fome  period  of  the 
fcarlet-fever,  and  will  allow  only  of  that  mid- 
dle courfe  of  treatment,  hinted  above. 

In  a general  way,  a cordial  plan  is  required 
throughout  the  difeafe,  and  where  the  throat  is 
much  affedled,  either  with  Houghs,  or  total 
blacknefs,  the  bark  is  indifpenfibly  neceflary 
howfoever  thick  and  florid  therafb,or  however 
hot  and  dry  the  {kin  may  be ; the  bark,  in  mo- 
derate dofes,  as  it  were,  extinguiihing  the  fever 
in  the  milder  fpecies,  above  every  other  re- 
medy, and  in  the  more  malignant  it  fupports 
the  fyftem,  till  the  regular  Hages  of  the  fever 
are  accomplifhed,  and  a perfect  crifis  is  form- 
ed. Young  children  take  it  very  well,  efpe- 
cially  the  foft  extract,  diflblved  in  a ffrong  de- 
co6tion.  Should  it  be  difpofed  to  purge  the 
child,  a little  of  the  fpirit.  cinnamomi,  or  a drop 
or  two  of  the  tindlura  opii  {hould  be  added  to  it ; 


Febris  Scarlatina.  261 

or  if  the  child,  on  the  other  hand,  fhould  be 
two  or  three  days  without  a flool,  a laxative 
clyfter  fhould  be  injedted.  Where  delirium  at- 
tends, a few  drops  of  laudanum  are  often  very 
ferviceable.  If  there  is  much  external  fwelling 
about  the  neck,  blifters  to  the  part  are  fre- 
quently very  ufeful. — Even  after  the  efflorefe 
cence  has  dried  off  kindly,  an  appearance  re- 
fembling  the  true  gangrene  has  fometimes  feiz- 
ed  the  whole  palatum  molle,  and  the  fever  has 
been  rekindled ; but  the  parts  recover  their 
natural  appearance  after  a few  days,  without 
any  efchar  being  thrown  off.  A more  unplea- 
fant  turn  of  the  complaint  at  this  time,  is  a 
fecondary  fever,  which  has  already  been  hint- 
ed, as  being  fometimes  the  confequence  of  ad- 
miniftering  bark  and  wine  too  early,  or  too  li- 
berally in  the  milder  fcarlatina.  In  fuch  cafe, 
upon  the  difappearance  of  the  rafh,  the  limbs, 
efpecially  the  hands  continue  fwollen,  and  a 
general  forenefs  takes  place  5 the  patient  lofes 
ftrength,  and  a tendency  to  heftic  fever  fuper- 
venes.  The  bark  in  this  cafe  is  no  longer  ufe- 
ful ; but  foft  demulcent  medicines,  and  light 
cordials  fhould  beadminiftered,with  affes  milk, 
and  a light  nourifhing  diet;  and  country  air 
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fbould  be  had  recourfe  to,  if  the  patient  fhould 
not  foon  appear  convalcfcent. 

In  fome  foreign  parts,  particularly  Sweden, 
convalefcents  from  this  fever  are  many  of  them 
feized  with  a partial,  and  fome,  a more  general 
anafarca,  which  often  proves  fatal.  Whether 
this  be  the  natural  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  or  the 
confequence  of  improper  treatment  may  be 
doubted,  as  their  be  ft  phyficians  feem  to  con- 
fider  it  too  much  of  a kind  with  the  meafles, 
and  therefore  may  direct  too  cooling  a regimen, 
and  medicines., 

• ^ , * * r . j •*  r i . 

Febris  Miliaris, 
or 

Miliary  Fever. 

I shall  be  brief  on  this  complaint,  which  does 
not  feem  to  be  fo  ftridtly  a diforder  of  young 
children  as  of  adults,  unlefs'  from  contagion; 
though  I have  feen  one  or  more  inftances  of  it, 
where  no  other  perfon  in  the  family  has  been  fo 
aft’edted,  and  without  its  fpreading  to  any  other. 

The  eruption  is  preceded  by  the  ufualfymp- 
toms  of  fever,  together  with  much  itching  of 
the  fkin,  and  a veryprofufe  perfpiration;  which, 
however,  procures  no  vremiffion  of  the  fever, 
until  the  eruption  takes  place,  which  is  at  the 
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latefl  on  the  third  or  fourth  day.  It  very  much 
refembles  the  meafles,  but  is  a little  elevated 
above  the  lkin,  giving  it  a very  rough  feel.  It 
is  fometimes  intermixed,  from  the  beginning, 
with  very  fmall  cryftallines ; which  on  the 
other  hand,  often  do  not  appear  for  a day  or 
two  afterwards,  and  come  out  in  fucceflive 
crops,  efpecially,  if  the  child  be  kept  over-hot* 
Some  of  the  red  eruptions  are  often  larger  than 
others,  and  refemble  thofe  in  the  fcarlet  fever, 
with  which  the  miliary  rafh  is  alfo  fometimes 
thought  to  be  mixed,  in  feafons  when  eruptive 
complaints  are  very  rife. 

Previous  to  the  eruption,  as  well  as  fome 
time  afterwards,  the  patient  is  ufually  very 
thirfty,  is  hot  and  cold,  by  fits,  and  the  breath- 
ing is  fhort  and  difficult.  The  urine  is  high- 
coloured,  there  is  a flight  delirium,  and  fome- 
times a fore  throat,  efpecially  where  the  erup- 
tion is  broad  and  very  florid. 

Children  generally  revive  as  the  rafh  comes 
out  freely ; but  unlefs  the  complaint  be  very 
flight,  the  fever  is  rekindled,  and  they  acquire 
no  appetite  for  food  until  the  eruption  begins 
to  turn  dry. 

This  fever  being  of  the  low  kind,  is  attend! 
ed  with  great  languor,  and  calls  for  fupport; 
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on  which  account  both  the  medicines  and  diet 
fhould  be  of  the  cordial  kind.  White-wine 
whey,  and  wine  in  the  panada  and  fagoe,  in 
proportion  to  the  degree  of  debility,  are  gene- 
rally neceffiiry  even  for  children  of  only  a year 
or  two  old.  The  fa-line  draught  with  confedt. 
aromatica,  and  miftura  camphorata  is  a good 
general  medicine  * and  if  the  fyraptoms  are 
more  aggravated,  the  bark,  volatile  alkali,  and 
the  fpir.  aether,  vitriol,  compofitus  : blitters 
alfo  are  often  very  ufeful.  A flool  fhould  be 
procured  once  in  two  days  by  means  of  a 
clytter,  or  a little  rhubarb  ; and  plenty  of  drink 
be  allowed,,  which  may  be  lightly  acidulated, 
and  at  times  taken  cool.  The  chamber  fhould 
be  kept  airy,  but  the  child  fcreened  from  the 
wind,  and  be  confined  to  the  bed,  until  the 
rafh  difappears. 

If  on  the  rafh  drying  away,which  in  the  mild- 
er fpecies,.  is  in  three  or  four  days,  no  frefh 
eruption  fhould  take  place,  the  appetite  and 
fpirits  foon  return;  and  only  a little  rhubarb, 
or  other  gentle  laxative  is  required,  with  the 
ufual  cautions  in  regard  to  diet,  fo  neceffary 
for  every  convalefcent,  and  efpecially  children, 
who  have  no  difcretion  of  their  own.  But  if 
frefh  crops  appear,  and  the  fever  returns,  the 
former  plan  mutt  be  continued ; but  if  without 
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fever,  a few  dofes  of  phyfic,  and  quitting  the 
warm  bed  will,  probably,  put  an  end  to  the 
complaint, 

Cynanghe  Parotidea,  or  Mumps, 
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-ic  his  is  a tumour  of  the  neck  and  throat,  of  v- 
ing  that  peculiar  caft  of  countenance  from 
which  the  complaint  has  acquired  theEnglifh 
name.  It  is  ufually  only  a flight  diforder  in 
children,  but  as  it  advances;,  the  lkin  becomes 
inflamed,  putting  on  a light  damafk-rofe  co- 
lour ; but  the  parts  very  rarely  fuppurate,  which 
is  the  more  remarkable,  as  the  diforder  feems 
to  be  feated  in  the  cellular  or  adipofe  mem- 
brane. This,  however,  does  fometimes  hap- 
pen, but  the  abfcefs  always  heals  kindly. 

I r is  a complaint  rather  of  young  people 
than  of  infants  ; but  frequently  attacks  children 
of  five  or  fix  years  of  age.  It  is  certainly  con- 
tagious, and  is  often  an  epidemic  difeafe.  It 
begins  with  the  common  fymptoms  of  fever, 
whicn  are  ufually  flight,  but  the  tongue  is  fre- 
quently covered  with  thick  fur,  or  is  very  white. 
The  patient  complains  early  of  a fiiffinefs  and 
pain  of  the  neck,  and  generally  the  next  day  of 
a r°rcnefs  of  the  throat;  but  this  feems  often- 
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times  to  be  merely  fymptomatic,  the  tonfils  be- 
ing rarely  inflamed.  At  this  time,  a fulnefs  of 
the  neck  may  be  difeovered,  which  gradually 
extends  to  the  throat,  and  the  parts  become 
tender  to  the  touch,  and  in  fome  inftances,  the 
pain  is  exceedingly  great,  and  recurs  fuddenly 
with  almofl:  regular  intervals.  The  tumour 
generally  continues  to  increafe  for  two  or  three 
days,  and  then  as  gradually  fubfides. 

In  general,  very  little  medical  treatment  is 
required,  it  being  fufficient  to  confine  the  pa- 
tient to  the  houfe ; at  moll,  to  give  night  and 
morning  a few  grains  of  the  pulv.  contrayervce 
comp,  with,  or  without,  a fmall  proportion  of 
nitre,  and  to  procure  a ftool  once  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  But  fhould  an  unufual  degree  of 
fever  attend,  as  is  more  common  in  fuch  as 
are  advancing  towards  puberty,  bleeding  will 
be  found  neccflary  in  the  beginning,  and  the 
patient  fhould  be  kept  in  bed  for  the  fir.ft  or 
fecond  day,  and  take  a faline  draught  with  ni- 
tre, once  in  fix  or  eight  hours.  On  the  other 
hand,  fhould  it  be  attended  with  any  uncommon 
languor,  the  conf.  aromatica  may  be  given  in- 
Head  of  the  remedies  before  mentioned.  When 
the  fwelling  is  thoroughly  fubfided,twoor  three 
gentle  laxatives  may  be  adminiftered  at  con- 
venient intervals. 
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In  a few  inftances,  after  fuppuration  has  taken 
place,  and  the  fores  are  healed  up,  a hard- 
nefs  of  the  parotid  and  maxillary  glands  re- 
mains, which  is  ufually  loon  difperfed  by  rub- 
bing in  a little  mercurial  ointment,  or  fome- 
times  by  only  anointing  with  the  common  Iini- 
mentum  ammonias.  Should  it,  however,  prove 
tedious,  a few  dofes  of  calomel,  and  common 
laxatives  fhould  be  exhibited,at  proper  intervals. 

In  adult  males,  or  fuch  as  are  growing  up  to 
manhood,  the  tumour  of  the  neck  has  fome- 
times  been  found  to  fubiide  very  fuddenly  with- 
out any  abatement  of  the  fever,  and  then  the 
teflicles  have  been  as  fuddenly  inflamed ; which 
is  attended  with  more  pain  and  fever  than  the 
fwelling  of  the  neck,  and  is  cured  more  flow- 
ly:  upon  this  metaftafis,  bleeding  is  always  pro- 
per, though  thefe  parts  have  never  been  found 
torfuppurate.* 

A translation  from  this  part  again,  is  fome- 
times  very  fuddenly  effeded,  and  the  irritation 
then  generally  fails  upon  the  brain ; and  the 
worft  confequences  are  juftly  to  be  apprehend- 
ed. Every  thing  neceffary  and  proper  for  the 

* A fwelling  of  the  teflicles  attended  with  pyrexia,  but  un- 
accompanied with  any  afleftion  of  the  glands  of  the  face  or 
throat,  was  epidemic  not  long  firice  at  V/allingford , in  Berk- 
Jhire , as  reported  by  Mr.  Golding. 
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true  phrenitis  is  then  fpeedily  to  be  had  re- 
courfe  to,  and  the  tumefadlion  invited  to  the 
parts  it  has  left ; and  until  that  can  be  effected 
the  patient  will  be  in  great  danger.  Such  a 
metaffafis  is  much  more  common  in  North 
America  than  it  is  amongft  us. 


Hydrocephalus. 

T his  complaint  is  diftinguilhed  into  the  ex- 
ternal, and  internal ; in  the  former,  the  water 
lies  upon  the  furface  of  the  brain,  over  the  pia 
mater,  but  in  the  latter  it  is  feated  much  deeper, 
within  the  ventricles.  The  external  makes  its 
appearance  at,  or  it  is  faid,  in  fome  inftances, 
foon  after  birth  ; though  it  is  certain,  that  chil- 
dren with  hydrocephalus  externus  are  more  com- 
monly ftill-born.  I have,  neverthelefs,  known 
three  arrive  to  full  ten  years  of  age,*  who  were 
then  unable  to  walk,  or  even  to  fit  upright  in 
a chair.  From  a late  inftance,  however,  I have 
learned,  that  when  no  fymptoms  of  hydroce- 

* See  Medical  Communications,  vol.  I,  in  which  there  is  men- 
tion of  two  people  then  living,  one  of  whom  had  attained  the 
age  of  29,  and  the  other,  45  years  : the  former  did  not  ap- 
pear to  have  any  enlargement  of  the  head  for  three  weeks 
after  birth. 
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phalli s appear  at  the  birth,  although  the  enlarge- 
ment fhould  be  manifeft  very  foon  afterwards,  ' 
and  increafe  rapidly,  the  water  is  fome limes, 
at  lead,  contained  within  the  ventricles  of  the 
brain  :f  and  from  thecircumftance  of  nochildren 
living  long  with  an  internal  hydrocephalus,  but 
fuch  whofe  heads  enlarge  within  a few  months 
after  birth,  I fhould  fufpe<5b  the  diforder  has,  in 
fuch  inftances,  taken  place  in  the  womb.  The 
fetus,  at  this  time,  enjoying  only  a kind  of  ve- 
getative life,  may  come  to  maturity  under  fuch 
a difeafe;  various  inftances  being  met  with,  in 
which  full  grown  fetufes  have  had  neither  head, 
nor  heart,  nor  lungs.  Accuftomed  to  the  a- 
bove  mentioned  difeafe,  we  may  prefume  fuch 
infants  more  likely  to  live  for  a certain  time 
with  water  in  the  ventricles,  than  thofe  in  whom 
the  difeafe  is  fuppofed  to  take  place,  fuddenly, 
after  birth. 

In  the  inftance  alluded  to,  the  child’s  head 
began  to  be  fenftbly  enlarged  when  the  infant 

f In  the  Medical  ’Journal , vol.  2.  p.  1.  an  inftance  is  related 
by  Mr.  E.  Ford,  of  a child  feized  with  fymptoms  of  water  in 
the  head,  at  the  age  of  nine  years,  who  lived  eleven  months 
afterwards ; during  the  laft  eight  of  which  he  was  unable  to 
Hand  upon  his  feet.  After  death,  the  futures  were  found  to 
be  feparatedto  a confiderable  degree,  the  ventricles  contain- 
ing eleven  punces  of  water,  but  there  was  no  water  exterior 
to  the  brain. 
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■was  about  four  months  old,  and  the  child  lived 
to  the  fifth  year,  unable  to  walk,  or  even  to 
fupport  its  head.  Upon  a careful  examination 
of  the  parts  after  death,  the  water,  to  the  quan- 
tity of  three  pints,  as  I am  informed  by  the  fur- 
geon,  was  evidently  contained  within  the  ven- 
tricles, which  were  fo  ftretched  as  to  comprefs 
the  brain  in  fuch  a manner,  that  it  appeared 
only  like  a fmooth  thick  membrane  within  the 
dura  mater  ; and  of  all  the  folid  contents  of  the 
fkull,  fcarce  any  thing,  but  the  cerebellum  re- 
mained. Tulpius,  Hildanus,  Vesalius  and 
Mortgagni  have  noticed  the  like  in  children 
from  two  to  five  years  of  age ; and  it  muft 
therefore  be  frill  more  likely  to  happen  where 
the  hydrocephalus  interims  has  taken  place  in 
the  fetus  in  utero,wdien  the  brain  is  much  more 
tender.  Di\Whytt  of £>//£//'»  likewife, mentions 
no  lefs  than  three  inftances  of  the  fame  kind, 
in  which  the  brain  was  fo  compreffed  by  the 
great  quantity  of  water  within  the  ventricles, 
as  to  put  on  the  appearance  of  only  a fmall  gland. 

The  external  hydrocephalus , at  whatever  period 
it  may  commence,  has  always  been  efteemed  a 
fatal,  as  well  as  moft  diftreffing  complaint;  but 
I have  been  informed,  that  where  the  diforder 
has  not  been  very  manifefi:  at  the  birth,  blif- 
ters  on  the  head  have  fenfibly  diminifhed  the 
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bulk.  Thefe  fhould  be  applied,  fucceflively, 
to  different  parts,  efpecially  along  the  top  of 
the  head,  in  the  courfe  of  the  longitudinal 
finus,  fo  as  to  keep  up  a condant  difcharge  ; 
which  from  the  good  effects  in  two  or  three 
cafes,  when  had  recourfe  to  in  good  time,  may 
poffibly,  infome  indances,  effedt  a perfect  cure 
at  leaft,  the  advantages  already  obferved  are 
fufficient  to  juftify  the  attempt,  in  a diforder 
hitherto  efteemed  incurable. 

Or  the  internal  watery-head  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  treat  more  largely.  This  melancholy- 
diforderfeemsnotto  have  been  didindtly  known 
to  the  ancients,  though  there  can  be  little  doubt, 
it  muft  often  have  been  met  with]  but  the  want 
of  thofe  frequent  examinations  of  dead  bodies 
which  the  moderns  have  made,  deprived  them 
of  thofe  opportunities  of  difiingu idling  this 
difeafefrom  affebtions  of  the  head  arifing  from 
other  caufes.  Hieronymus  Mercurialis,* 
who  wrote  in  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth 
century,  was  perhaps  the  fird  who  mentions 
the  difeafe  as  having  its  feat  in  the  ventricles. 
WEPFERalfo  jud  fays,  that  water  has  been  found 
in  the  cavities  of  the  brain. f Boerhaave,  Petit, 

* Opufcula  aurea,  Lib.  de  Morbis  Puerovum. 

f Iliilor.  Apopleclicorum, 
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and  others  have  likewife  fpoken  of  it;  but  no 
author,  I believe,  defcribed  it  at  all  accurately 
before  Dr.  Whytt,  who  wrote  exprefsly  on  the 
internal  watery-head,  anno  1768.  But  it  has 
not  been  generally  noticed,  that  the  water  lies 
fometimes between  the  pia-mater  and  thebrain, 
as  it  is  found  to  do  in  maniacs ; and  I have 
met  with  it  both  there  and  in  the  ventricles,  in 
the  fame  fubjedl,  and  always  in  infants  under 
two  years  old. 

The  Hydrocephalus,  indeed,  is  faid  ufually 
to  take  place  between  two,  and  ten  years  of 
age ; but  I have  known  fo  many  inflances  of 
water  in  the  head  being  found  after  death,  in 
children  under  two  years  of  age,  that  this  ac- 
count of  it,  probably,  is  not  very  accurate.  I 
have  noticed  this  early  appearance  twice  in  the 
fame  family;  the  infants  alfo  dying  fuddenly 
without  any  previous  mark  of  the  difeafe  : but 
as  no  dangerous  fymptoms  of  any  other  kind 
attended,  it  can  fcarcely  be  doubted,  that  the 
water  found  in  the  vertricles  was  in  thefe  in- 
flances the  true  caufe  of  the  fudden  death;  as 
I am  fatisfied  it  hath  fometimes  been  in  others, 
by  producing  a fit.  This  complaint,  however, 
at  whatever  early  period  it  may  commence,  is 
alfo  found  fometimes  to  take  place  later  than 
the  tenth  year.  It  is  a like  dangerous  com. 
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plaint  with  the  hydrocephalus  externus,and  the 
method  of  treatment,  not  yet  well  eftabli filed; 
and  as  it  can  fcarcely  be  afcertained  whether 
any  have  recovered  from  it,  (the  certainty  cf 
its  exigence  rarely  being  known  but  by  ex- 
amination after  death)  it  is  not  likely  that  a 
very  determined,  and  fuccefsful  treatment  will 
fhortly  be  fettled. 

It  may  arife  from  falls  and  blows  on  the 
head,  from  fcirrhous  tumours  and  excrefcences 
within  the  fkull ; a watery  Hate  of  the  blood, 
or  a lingering  illnefs.  It  may  likewife,  pro- 
bably, be  owing  to  prefiure  on  the  brain  and 
fulnefs  of  the  vafcular  fyftem  from  other  caufes, 
as  conceived  by  Dr.  Quin.  I have,  at  leaf!, 
met  with  one  cafe,  in  which  there  were  all  the 
ufual  fymptoms  of  water  in  the  ventricles,  and 
the  late  Dc.Warren  whom  I met  on  the  occa- 
lion,  was  fully  of  that  opinion.  But  upon  ex- 
amining the  head  thirty-fix  hours  after  death, 

' tb 

. a great  number  of  fharp  points  of  bone  were 
found,  and  efpecially  of  the  fpinal  procefs  of 
the  os  frontis,  which  was  moll  uncommonly 
long  and  fiiarp.  The  vefiels  were  all  found 
very  turgid  with  blood,  and  there  w’ere  light, 
flakey  appearances  on  the  pia  mater,  fimilar  to 
thofe  found  on  the  peritonaeum,  pleura,  and 
vol.  r.  T 
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other  membranous  parts  in  a fate  of  inflam- 
mation. In  this  cafe,  only  half  an  ounce  of 
water  was  found  in  the  ventricles.  A flmilar 
remark  is  made  by  Mr.  Edward  Ford,*  who 
obferves,  that  more  remote caufes  maybe  an  in- 
flammation of  the  veffcls  of  the  pia  mater, 
which  may  owe  its  origin  to  the  meafles,  fmall- 
pox,  fcrofula  and  other  complaints  ; which 
may  affedt  the  brain  in  the  fame  manner  they 
do  the  mefenteric  and  other  glands.  As  the 
difeafe  may  originate  from  fuch  different  caufes, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  mayfometimes  be 
a chronic  difeafe,  and  its  appearances  very  infl- 
dious.  It  appears,  likewife,  to  be  a family  com- 
plaint in  fome  inftances;  for  I have  known  fix 
children,  born  of  the  fame  parents,  die  fuc- 
ceflively  of  it  at  the  age  of  two  years,  five  of 
whom  were  afterwards  opened. — Children  with 
a large  head  do  not  feem  to  be  more  fubjedl  to 
this  difeafe  than  other  children. 

The  attack  is  fometimesvery  fudden;  but  the 
complaint  more  commonly  begins  with  the  ap- 
pearances of  flow  fever,  efpecially  in  older  chil- 
dren, with  debility  of  the  arms,  and  pains  in 
the  limbs;  and  frequently  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  neck.  After  a while,  the  child  is  fuddenly 


* London  Medical  Journal , Yol.  2,  part  l. 
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feized  with  pain  in  the  head,  and  generally  in 
the  fore  part,  and  retches  once  or  more  : it  be- 
comes heavy  and  dull;  can  bear  no  pofture 
but  that  of  lying  horizontally;  the  pulfe  be- 
comes irregular,  but  ufually  very  flow:  in  the 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe  the  faculties  and  fenfes 
are  impaired,  and  the  eyes  are  offended  by  the 
light;  the  patient  fees  objects  double,  and  be- 
comes delirious.  As  the  difeafe  advances,  the 
pulfe  grows  frequent,  the  cheeks  become  flufh- 
ed,  the  pupils  of  the  eyes  are  dilated,  the  ffools 
and  urine  come  away  involuntarily,  and  the 
patient  lies  fleeping,  or  is  convulfed. 

In  the  youngefl:  fubjecfls,  I have  known  it 
begin  with  a cough,  quick  pulfe,  and  difficulty 
of  breathing,  attended  with  circumfcribed  flufh- 
ed  cheeks  as  in  teething,  recurring  on  every 
little  exertion,  with  continual  fever  and  cof- 
tivenefs  ; and  fometimes  a difcharge  from  the 
nofe  and  eyes.  Other  fymptoms  indicative  of 
the  difeafe  in  very  young  fubjedts,  are,  a hand 
often  put  to  the  head,  or  lifted  upwards,  and 
waving  about;  vomitings;  coftivenefs;  ex- 
preflion  of  anxiety,  and  diflike  to  be  moved  ; 
at  other  times,  an  unmeaning  look,  and  marks 
of  infenfibility ; the  fingers  often  clinched,  and 
hands  tumid ; drowfinefs ; picking  of  the  nofe, 

T 2 
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and  grinding  of  the  teeth  during  fleep,  as  in 
the  cafe  of  worms : the  eyes  are  in  fome  cafes 
impatient  of  light,  in  others,  viiion  is  fo  imper- 
fe<ft  that  the  child  does  not  regard  any  objects 
however  clofe  to  them  ; and  before  this  period, 
one  or  both  the  eyes  are  in  many  inftances 
turned  towards  the  nofe.  The  pupils  are  often 
not  dilated  till  near  the  clofe  of  the  difeafe, 
and  fuch  young  patients  fometimes  hear  and 
comprehend,  and  take  food  to  the  lad:,  and  die 
fuddenly  upon  the  decline  of  the  febrile  fymp- 
toms,  when  they  have  been  thought  to  be  re- 
covering. Thefe  and  other  fymptoms,  how- 
ever, laid  down  as  indications  of  water  in  the 
brain,  are,  in  fome  degree,  common  to  other 
difeafes  of  children,  efpecially  the  dilatation  of 
the  pupil  and  fleepinefs,  in  fevers  arifing  from 
foul  bowels,  as  will  be  noticed  below ; which, 
I am  perfuaded,  are  fometimes  midaken  for 
the  fever  of  hydrocephalus.  In  fuch  cafes, 
fome  children  have  been  erroneoufly  thought 
to  have  recovered  from  this  difeafe,  efpecially 
if  calomel  has  been  adminiftered,  though  with 
another  view,  while  others  ha^e  perifhed  from 
improper  treatment,  and  miftaking  their  com- 
plaint. Perhaps,  the  mod:  decided  fymptoms 
early  in  the  difeafe. fat  which’ time  it  is  of  the 
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<mofl  importance  to  afcertain  it)  are,  an  incli- 
nation to  lie  on  the  back,  and  unwillingnefs  to 
be  moved,  and  an  increafe  of  pain  in  the  head 
upon  being  raifed  from  a fupine  to  an  eredt 
poflure:  but  efpeciallyanalmoH  conHantdrow- 
finefs,  and  a tendency  to  fall  afleep,  after  be- 
ing rouzed  by  being  lifted  up,  or  otherwife 
disturbed.  Sometimes,  however,  neither  thefe, 
nor  other  decided  fymptoms  are  found  to  take 
place  until  the  fecond  flage  of  the  difeafe. 

Though  it  is  fo.metimes  a very  fhort  difeafe, 
and  at  others,  of  many  months  Handing,  it 
feems  always  to  be  divided  into  three  flages  ;* 
which  are  belt  diHinguifhed  by  the  Hate  of  the 
pulfe.  In  the  HrH,  the  pulfe  is  always  quick 
.as  in  othex  complaints  attended  with  fever  ; in 
the  fecond,  it  is  How,  irregular,  and  often  in- 
termitting ; and  in  the  third  it  becomes  again 
very  quick,  and  ufually  regular.  The  urine 
frequently  depofits  a fediment  of  a light  con- 
fiflence,  and  white  colour;  and  the  breath  has 
an  offenHve  and  fickly  fmell,  efpecially  in  the 
laH  Hage.  . .. 

From  what  has  been  advanced,  it  is  difficult 
to  fay  if  medicines  are  fo  often  fuccefsful  as 

* See  a Treatife  on  this  difeafe  by  Dr.  Charles  Wil- 
liam Quin.  Anno  1790. 
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hath  fometimes  been  imagined  ; for  when  a 
patient  recover  it  has  been  faid,  it  may  be 
fufpe&ed  he  has  not  had  the  true  difeafe.  I 
offer  this  fufpicion  as  well  from  my  own  ex- 
perience, as  from  the  doubts  entertained  by 
other  writers  ; having  fometimes  been  per- 
fuaded,  (and  fupported  in  that  opinion  in  con- 
fultations)  that  infants  have  been  ill  of  water 
in  the  head,  who  have  afterwards  recovered  from 
the  ufe  of  medicines  adapted  to  fever  from  a 
foul  ftate  of  the  bowels.  Two  fuch  children, 
befides  the  dilated  pupil  and  other  ufual  fymp- 
toms  of  hydrocephalus,  loft  the  ufe  of  their 
fpeech,  (and  one  of  them,  of  the  fight)  for 
feveral  days ; but  recovered  after  a daily  dif- 
charge  of  very  uncommon  ftools,  refembling 
the  meconium  of  infants.  And  it  is  very  re- 
markable, that  only  calomel  brought  thefe  a- 
way ; the  experiment  being  repeatedly  made 
by  omitting  it,  and  giving  only  the  infufion 
of  fenna : but  upon  the  calomel  being  exhibited 
again,  the  fame  ftools  were  always  obferved, 
as  black  and  adhefive  as  meconium,*  and  in 

* Stools  of  this  colour  take  place  in  the  month,  long  after 
the  meconium  feems  to  have  been  duly  carried  off,  when  in- 
fai#f1are  "very  dangeroufly  ill ; though  it  is  at  other  times 
a very  harmlefs  fymptom,  as  will  be  noticed  in  vol.iii.  where 
notice  is  taken  offuckling,  and  fore-nipples. 
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very  great  quantity,  until  the  children  perfectly 
recovered. 

Whatever  may  have  been  fuppofed  to  be 
the  immediate  caufe  of  hydrocephalus,  prac- 
titioners feem  chiefly  to  have  depended  on  re- 
peated bleedings  ,•  purges  with  jalap,  or  calo- 
mel ; blifters  to  the  neck,  or  head,  diuretic 
medicines,  and  the  external  ufe  of  mercurial 
ointment.  A large  bleeding  early  in  the  dif- 
eafe  I have  thought  very  beneficial,  efpecially 
in  children  ofarobuft  habit.  The  ufe  of  fier- 
nutatories,  as  the  compound  powder  of  afarum, 
or  white  helebore,  have  likewife  been  recom- 
mended by  fome  experienced  practitioners ; and 
poflibly,  with  fome  little  profpecl  of  advantage, 
fome  children  having  recovered  in  confequence 
of  a difeharge  of  a thin  fluid  by  the  noftrils,  as 
Dr.  Harvey  acquainted  me  he  had  feen  in  two 
infiances.  With  a view  to  promoting  abforption, 
electricity  has  likewife  been  recommended  : 
to  all  which  I would  add  the  application  of  a 
narrow  cauftic  upon  the  head,  along  the  whole 
courfeofthe  longitudinal  finus,infteadof  truft- 
ing  to  a fmall  blifier  on  the  crown. 

Though  I have  made  mention  of  mercury,  I 
cannot  fay  I have  feen  any  decidedly  good  effects 
from  its  ufe,  either  as  a purge  or  an  alterative 
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(after  the  difeafe  has  been  clearly  afcertained  ;) 
adminiftered  either  externally  or  internally, 
though  I have  had  recourfe  to  it  very  early  as 
well  as  late  in  the  difeafe.  Should  the  ufe  of  it, 
however,  be  determined  upon ; in  whichever 
way  it  may  be  advifed,  it  fhould  be  affifted  by 
diuretics.  Calomel  is  probably  the  fitted:  pre- 
paration for  internal  ufe;  though  the  quick- 
lilver,  togetherwith  diuretics,  has  been  thought 
to  be  adminifiered  with  fuccefs  in  the  follow- 
ing form,  to  infants  of  two  or  three  years  of  age. 

R.  Confecfl.  Aromat.  ^j. 

Hydrargyr.  purif.  9j. 

Simul  terantur  donee  globuli  vifum  fogerint. 

R.  MafTae  fupraprasfcriptae  3 fi. 

Pulver.  Scillae  gr.  ft. 

Aquae  Menth.  fativae 
Spir.  /Ether,  nitrofi  gtts.  x. 

Mi  fee, 

Tiat  haufius,  bis  terve  in  die  fumendus. 

The  external  application  of  mercury  has,  how- 
ever, been  more  generally  prefered,  as  acting 
more  powerfully  on  the  fyftem,  and  creating 
lefs  diforder  in  the  bowels.  Some  phyficians 
have  directed  it  to  be  ufed  both  externally  and 
internally;  and  it  may  be  fo  made  ufe  of  very 
freely,  as  a falivation  is  not  very  eafily  raifed 
in  young  children,  efpecially  in  this  difeafe. 
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Though  I have  faid  that  I cannot  boaft  of 
fuccefs  in  the  recourfe  I have  had  to  mercury, 
it  is  proper,  however,  to  obferve,  that  it  has 
been  ftrongly  recommended  by  Drs.  Carmi- 
chael Smith,  Dobson,  John  Hunter,  Hay- 
garth,  Mosely,  and  Dr.  Armstrong  ; but  I 
am  informed  by  other  phyficians  of  eminence, 
that  they  have  not  been  fo  fuccefsful  in  the  ufe 
of  it;  and  fome  good  arguments  have  lately 
been  advanced  againft  an  indifcriminate  re- 
courfe to  it,  by  Dr.  John  Warren  ; who  ad- 
vifes  trial  to  be  made  of  emetics. 

The  digitalis  purpurea  has  lately  fucceeded 
in  one  inftance,  and  that  a moll  unpromifing 
one ; the  patient  a youth  of  about  fourteen 
years  of  age,  having  been  fome  time  greatly 
convulfed,  and  able  to  fwallow  only  with  great 
difficulty.  This  medicine  was  given  in  a ffrong 
tin<5ture,  half  an  ounce  of  the  dried-leaf  being 
infufed  in  two  ounces  of  brandy,  of  which  from 
five  to  twenty  drops  were  taken  once  in  five 
hours.  It  adied,  as-  ufual,  very  powerfully  as 
a diuretic,  but  without  producing  any  unfa- 
vourable fymptoms,  and  though  it  was  long 
ago  given  unfuccefsfully  in  fome  inftances,  by 
the  late  Dr.  Fothergill,  may  be  worthy  of 
further  trial ; but  fhould  generally  be  joined 
with  aromatics. 
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As  I am  always  happy  in  the  opportunity  of 
reflecting  any  light  upon  obfcure  difeafes,  I lhall 
clofe  thefe  means  of  cure  with  fome  obferva- 
tions  from  Drs.  Peecival*  and  Temple,  as 
well  as  from  Dr.  Rush,  and  fince  confirmed  by 
Dr.  Paterson;  but  not  having  had  experience 
of  their  efficacy,  I offer  them  only  as  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  feveral  writers. 

The  latter  is  dicidedly  of  opinion,  that  the 
.commencement  of  this  difeafe  is  always  truly 
inflammatory,  being  what  he  calls  a phreni- 
cula,  or  diminutive  fpecies  of  phrenitis,  and 
that  it  fhould  be  treated  boldly  as  an  acute  dif- 
eafe : the  aqueous  effufion,  he  is  perfuaded,  be- 
ing the  mere  effect  of  inflammation ; the  ten- 
der ftrubture  of  the  brain,  during  infancy  very 
probably  rendering  that  vifcus  more  liable  to 
fuch  a confequence  than  it  is  at  a more  ad- 
vanced age. 

Dr.  Rush  fpeaks  of  great  fuccefs  in  treating 
the  complaint  agreeably  to  this  idea,  and  ad- 
yifes ; 

iff;  Bleeding,  which  in  fome  cafes  he  directs 
to  be  repeated  feveral  times  in  the  firft  ftage 
of  the  difeafe. 

The  fecond  remedy  in  this  ffage  is,  purg- 


* See  Medical  Fails,  vol.  J. 
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ing,  plentifully  and  repeatedly;  to  which  he  was 
firft  encouraged  from  the  benefit  derived  from 
that  remedy  in  palfies,  and  other  cafes  of  con- 
geftion  in  the  brain. 

3d.  Blifters  to  the  head,  neck  and  temples, 
for  the  jelief  of  the  pain  in  the  head ; which  are, 
therefore,  proper  in  any  ftage  of  the  diforder. 

4th.  With  the  like  view,  linen  cloths,  dipped 
in  cold  vinegar,  or  ice-water,  and  applied  to 
the  forehead. 

5th.  Mercury,  particularly  calomel,  as  a 
purge,  in  any  ftage ; but  mercury  in  larger 
quantities,  as  a ftimulant,  as  foon  as  may  be  aD 
ter  the  inflammatory  addon  of  the  fyflem  is  fuf- 
ficiently  fubdued  by  previous  evacuations,  or 
otherwife.  Bark,  wine  and  opium,  he  fays, 
promife  fuccefs  only  in  the  lafb  ftage  of  the 
diforder,  aflifted  by  mercury,  where  the  Bate 
pf  the  fyftem  may  call  for  them. 

If  we  may  place  much  confidence  in  thefe 
obfervationsof  Dr.  Rush,  whofe  theory  appears 
to  be  fupported  by  plaufible  reafoning  and  the 
hiftoryof  feveral  fuccefsful  cafes,  fome  further- 
light  feems  to  be  thrown  upon  this  dangerous 
difeafe  ; and  the  indications  for  the  antiphlo- 
giflic  plan,  particularly  bleeding,  and  the  pro- 
per ufe  of  mercury,  pointed  out  with  fomewhat 
piore  preciiion  than  hitherto.. 
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The  chief  doubt  remaining,  is,  that  his  pa- 
tients may  have  recovered  from  fome  very  dif- 
ferent complaint,  particularly  fever  from  foul 
bowels ; in  which  it  has  been  faid,  both  the 
head  and  eyes  are  often  greatly  affeAed.  And 
this  may  be  the  more  apprehended,  from  many 
of  thofe  who  die  of  hydrocephalus  being  very 
tender,  and  previoufly  fickiy  children,  who 
can  neither  endure  much  evacuation  of  blood, 
nor  much  purging;  and  in  whom,  indeed,  there 
are  no  fymptoms  of  congeftion  either  of  folid 
feces,  bite  or  other  alvine  ftimulant. 

The  intentions  of  cure  as  laid  down  by  Dr. 
Percival  are  very  fimilar  to  the  foregoing,  be- 
ing calculated,  he  fays. 

To  mitigate  the  pain  and  fpafm  ; 

To  promote  abforption,-  and 
To  increafe  the  ferous  excretions. 

When  the  pain  and  fpafms  are  confiderable, 
he  advifes  opiates  in  large  and  repeated  dofes, 
unlefs  there  be  coma,  and  in  that  cafe,  he  fub- 
flitutes  mufk  combined  with  fal  cornu  cervi. 
He  dire  As  repeated  b lifters  to  the  head,  and  re- 
commends joining  the  digitalis  with  opium  and 
calomel ; though  he  is  inclined  to  think,  that 
the  good  effeAs  produced  by  this  compofition 
are  rather  attributable  to  the  combination  o^: 
the  opium  and  calomel,  than  to  the  digitalis* 
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If  the  mercury  be  difpofed  to  run  off  by  the 
inteftines,  he  guards  it  further  by  opium. 

Dr.  Temple*  having  obferved,  that  the  do- 
ronicum  germanicum  adminiflered  in  fome  pa- 
ralytic affedlions  was  difpofed  to  excite  the  cu- 
ticular  veffels  in  the  head,  in  a very  extraordi- 
nary manner,  producing  a copious  fweating  of 
the  part3  was  led  to  advife  it  in  hydrocephalus 
internus ; and  in  a recent  inftance  with  mark- 
ed fuccefs,  in  confequence  of  an  abundant  per- 
fpiration  from  the  head.  Opium  and  calomel 
were,  indeed,  joined  with  it,  but  as  it  is  not 
know;n,  he  fays,  that  fuch  effects  have  been  pro- 
duced from  the  combination  of  mercury  and 
opium,  he  concludes,  that  the  doronicum  had 
a confiderable  (hare  in  them. f 

As  a prophylactic,  or  preventive,  where  fe- 
veral  children  in  a family  may  have  fuffered  by 
it,  fome  writers  have  advifed  a cauftic  to  be 
applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck.  And  other 
phyficians  have  thought,  that  the  progrefs  of 
the  difeafe  has  been  flopped,  after  threatening 
fymptoms  had  taken  place,  by  covering  th$ 

* See  his  Vraflice  of  Phyjic. 

t It  hence  appears,  that  Dr.  Temple  had  not  feen  Dr, 
Percival’s  remarks  on  this  difeafe — IIow  very  differently 
do  men  oftentimes  argue  from  the  fame  fact  i 
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whole  crown  of  the  head  by  a blifter,  and  keep- 
ing the  fore  open  for  a year  or  more  ; of  the 
good  effects  of  which,  I have  feen  one  inftance, 
in  a family  where  the  complaint  had  been  three 
times  fatal.* 


General  Observations  on  the  Small-pox  and 
Measles,  with  Cursory  Remarks  on  Inocu- 
lation. 


It  will  fcarcely  be  expeifled,  that  I fhould 
treat  diftindtly  of  thefe  difeafes  in  their  feve- 
ral  varieties,  being  in  no  refpedt  peculiar  to 
childhood,  nor  of  a nature  to  demand  a full  in- 
veftigation  in  a work  of  this  kind;  and  are  no- 
ticed only  to  point  out  a few  principal  indica- 

* It  may  be  worth  noticing  in  this  place  the  manner  of 
making  a perpetual  blitter,  or  what  is  called  a perpetual  ifiue, 
at  Edinburgh ; which  is,  by  applying  a plafter,  confining  of 
equal  parts  of  emplaftr.um  veficat.  and  cereum.  This  it  is 
faid.,  does  not  erafe  the  cuticle,  or  erode  the  parts  under  it, 
hut  leaves  them  entire,  and  lets  the  hair  grow  up.  As  thefe, 
in  ten  or  twelve  days,  pufli  off  the  plafter,  it  is  neceflfary  to 
leave  off  the  plafter, and  as  foon  as  the  Ikin  can  bear  the  razor, 
to  take  off  the  hair,  and  apply  a freih  plafter.  This  gives  lefs 
pain,  is  free  from  tire  inconvenience  ufually  attending  the 
bliftering  plafter,  where  the  cantharides  is  abforbed,  and  gets 
into  the  blood,  whereby  a ftrangury  is  brought  on. 


Small-pox  and  Measles. 

tions,  and  to  introduce  fome  practical  obfer- 
vations  in  regard  to  Inoculation. 

Though  the  Small-pox  is  a complaint  fo  in- 
cident to  the  early  part  of  life,  that  compara- 
tively few  children  living  to  the  age  of  eight  or 
ten  years,  are  found  to  efcape  it,  yet  it  is  not  io 
readily  communicated,  in  the  ftate  of  early  in- 
fancy, as  hath  been  generally  imagined,  unlefs 
by  immediate  infection.*  This  is  equally  true 


* Some  evidence  of  the  propriety  of  this  aflertion  may  be 
gathered  from  the  confidcration  of  there  always  exitling  a far 
greater  number  of  infants  within  the  month,  than  of  children 
of  any  other  age  ; and  for  the  like  reafon,  a greater  number 
of  thofe  under  a year  old,  than  of  fuch  as  are  two  or  three 
years  of  age.  For  it  is  evident,  that  every  infant  dying  at 
the  earlier  periods,  mufl  reduce  the  number  to  which  thofe 
of  the  more  advanced  ages  might  otherwise  have  amounted  ; 
whereas,  all  the  children  who  arrive  to  two  or  three  years  of 
age,  having  been  lirft  infants  in  the  month,  and  of  one  year 
old,  the  number  of  the  latter  periods  is  not  dimimfhed  by 
the  death  of  thofe  of  a more  advanced  age.  Now,  every  one 
knows  how  very  few  infants  he  has  heard  of  who  have  re- 
ceived the  fmall-pox,  naturally,  in  the  month,  or  even  with- 
in the  year ; though  fewer  of  thefe  are  inoculated  than  of 
children  above  a year  old.  And  this  exemption  from  the 
-natural  fmall-pox  does  not  feem  to  arife  from  their  not  being 
expofed  to  the  ordinary  means  of  contagion,  efpecially  among 
the  middling  and  lower  ranks  of  people,  who  form  the  bulk 
of  mankind  ; fince  the  medical  men  who  ufually  attend  fuch 
lying-in  rooms,  are  very  much  iti  the  habit  both  of  vi/iting 
patients  in  the  fmall-pox,  and  of  inoculating,  all  the  year 
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in  regard  to  many  other  difeafes,  as  I have  no- 
ticed elfewhere,  and  the  principle  may  very 
probably  be,  as  conceived  by  Mr.  Kite,  that 
the  younger  and  weaker  the  fubjedt  is,  the  lefs 
of  life  it  poffelTes,  and  the  lefs  fufeeptibility  it 
lias  for  thefe  complaints. 

The  poor  furnifh  frequent  inltances  of  the 
truth  of  this  obfervation.  I have  attended 
where  children  born  in  an  air,  faturated  as  it 
were,  with  the  miafma  of  this  difeafe,  (as  well 
as  of  the  mealies)  and  even  lying  continually  in 
a cradle  in  which  another  child  has  died  a few 
days  before,  have,  neverthelefs,  efcaped  the 
difeafe,  and  fometimes,  when  they  have  llept 
together  in  the  fame  bed  with  one  loaded  with 
it.  Hence  it  appears,  that  highly  tainted  air, 
and  even  perfonal  contadt,  are  often  infufficient 
to  communicate  the  virus.  Yet  we  know  that 
infants  are  very  eafily  infedted,  receiving  the 
fmall-pox  by  inoculation  as  readily  as  adults ; 
though  neither  are  at  all  times  equally  fufeep- 

rcrnnd : and  even  in  the  higher  ranivs  oflifCj  if  gentlemen  in 
the  general  practice  of  phytic  happen  to  be  confulted,  the 
chance  of  their  vifiting  at  the  fame  time  infedted  patients,  is 
not  fo  fmallas  may  be  imagined  ; not  to  fpeak  of  the  proba- 
bility there  is,  that,  fome  one  of  the  numerous  vifiters,  during 
the  month,  may  by  accident  on  otherwife,  have  been  in  fome 
infedted  houfe  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  in  which  their  vifits 
may  be  made.  ' 
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tibleofit.*  Perhaps  this  latter  circumftance 
may  not  always  be  fufficiently  attended  to ; the 
mode  of  inoculation  being  often  blamed,  when 
its  failure  may  be  owing  to  the  indifpofed  ha- 
bit of  the  child.  Poftibly,  on  this  account,  it 
'may  not  be  perfe&ly  fafe  to  urge  it,  at  fuch  a 
time ; at  leaft,  inftances  are  not  wanting,  where 
twice  introducing  the  virus  having  failed,  an 
infant  has  had  the  difeafe  very  feverely,  and 
even  fatally,  upon  its  being  repeated  a third 
time. — In  no  other  view,  I imagine,  can  the 
repetition  be  accounted  hazardous ; and  this 
holds  out  encouragement  to  fuch  as  from  any 
uncertainty  in  regard  to  infe&ion,  may  wilh 
to  be  inoculated  once  or  more ; Dr.  Richard 
de  Hautefiercy!  having  inoculated  a young 
perfon  every  fortnight,  for  a whole  year.  The 
firft  of  thefe  operations  communicated  the 

* Dr.  Young  inoculated  feveral  children  at  the  Royal  In- 
firmary at  Edinburgh  at  about  a week  old ; yet  in  none  of  them 
could  he  perceive  the  infection  to  take  place.  And  a refpec- 
table  phyfician  lately  informed  me,  that  he  knew  a young 
woman  to  be  inoculated  eight  times  in  the  courfe  of  thirty 
days,  who  alfo  at  the  fame  time  attended  feveral  children 
who  had  the  fmall-pox  from  inoculation,  and  yet  was  not  in- 
fected herfelf.  She,  neverthelefs,  caught  that  diftemper  a- 
bout  feven  weeks  afterwards,  and  died  of  a confluent  fort. 

t Nic.  Rofen-'von  Rofenjiein . 

VOL.  I.  U 
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difeafe,  and  the  fubfequent  ones  in  no  wife  in- 
jured his  health. 

But  in  whatever  way  thefmall-pox  or  meafles 
may  take  place,  they  are  to  be  treated  as  in  a- 
dults,  with  but  little  other  difference  than  what 
every  practitioner  is  well  acquainted  with,  that 
of  greater  caution  and  tendernefs ; as  infants 
cannot  bear  the  powerful  antiphlogiflicregi- 
menand  evacuations, often  proper  forthe  otherd. 

In  regard  to  the  difeafe  itfelf,  it  may  juft  be 
obferved,  that  in  the  mild  diftinch'  fmall-pox 
the  eruption  does  not  appear  till  the  fourth 
day,  inciufive  from  the  attack  ; but  in  the  fe- 
vere,  confluent  kind,  on  the  third,  and  even 
fometimes  early  on  the  fecond  day.  In  the  for- 
mer alfo,  the  fever  and  other,  complaints  ufuT 
ally  vanifli  upon  the  eruption  appearing  on  the 
fkin,  whereas  in  the  confluent,  however  it  may 
abate  for  a fliort  time,  the  fever  is  rekindled, 
and  increafes  with  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe. 
There  are  likewife  fome  peculiarities  in  regard 
to  young  children,  both  in  the  mode  of  attack* 
and  in  the  fyrrrptoms  attending  the  latter  ffagi 
of  the  difeafe,.  which  may  be  Sightly  noticed 
in  this  place..  The  vomiting,  ftiivering, . and 

,ii\ . > £ ic  baiv  Las  ,?i  .jta’ipji.. : ; r j *.* ~ 

* F.x  loto.  non  Tic  pueri,utyiri,.euijaiijdelK:j^  CELi't:s- 
Lib.  hi.  caji.  7.  Ji.  131.  f r . - 
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pain  in  the  back,  and  head,  being  rarely  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a fvveat  in  infants,  and  is  far  lefs  com- 
mon in  all  young  children  than  adults,  under 
any  of  their  complaints,  and  is  lefs  commonly 
falutary,  or  critical.  In  the  progrefs  of  the  dif- 
eafe  there  is  Iikewife  as  frequent  a difference, 
children  having  ufually  a purging  in  the  bad 
confluent  fort,  in  the  place  of  that  falivation 
which  ufually  appears  in  adults.  Thefe  cir- 
cumffances,  as  well  as  their  tender  age,  will 
call  for  fome  little  diverfity  in  the  treatment ; 
with  all  which,  however,  the  reader  is  fuppofed 
to  be  .acquainted,  who  will  be  careful  to  make 
proper  difcriminations  in  this  complex  difeafe. 

In  regard  to  the  Measles  it  needs  only  to  be 
remarked,  that  not  only  ought  the  belly  to  be 
kept  open  throughout  the  difeafe,  and  cooling 
medicines,  and  diluting  drinks  be  adminifter- 
ed ; but  unlefs  the  children  be  very  young, 
they  will  bear  and  even  require  one  or  more 
bleedings,  at  any  period  of  it  when  the  fymp- 
toms  indicate  its  propriety.*  And,  indeed,  the 


* In  all  cafes  of  local  inflammation,  or  tendency  to  it,  topi- 
cal bleedings  fhould  have  the  preference,  efpecially  if  it  be 
not  neceflary  to  take  away  a large  quantity  of  blood,  (which 
it  can  rarely  be  in  young  children;)  or  if  the  operation  be 
often  repeated.  In  the  prefent  inflance,  therefore,  if  the  child 
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cure  of  the  fecondary  fever,  and  cough,  how- 
ever long  they  may  continue, will  turn  upon  re- 
peated bleedings,  laxatives,  and  a total  abfti- 
nence  from  wine,  and  all  animal  food. — It  may 
be  juft  remarked,  that  inftances  occur  even  in 
the  benign  meafles,  of  the  eruption  continuing 
much  longer  than  four  days  before  it  begins  to 
dry  off. 

I have  now  only  to  drop  a word  or  two  more 
on  the  fubjedt  of  Inoculation , and  principally, 
becaufe  parents  are  very  apt  to  fall  into  great 
miftakes  refpeding  the  age,  and  circumftances 
moft  proper  for  this  operation,  and  fometimes 
draw  medical  people  into  an  imprudent  com- 
pliance. 

It  is  too  common  an  opinion  that  a very 
young  infant,  fucking  at  the  breaff,  is  the  fitted 
fubjecff  for  inoculation.  Children  are  then  faid 
to  be  clear  from  humours,  their  blood  mild  and 
balfamic,  their  food  innocent,  and  their  minds 


be  very  young,  or  very  weak,  it  may  be  fufficient  to  draw  ofl  a 
little  blood  by  leeches,  from  fome  part  about  the  chefh  But 
fhould  it  be  defigned  only  to  leffen  the  quantity  of  the  blood, 
the v may  be  more  conveniently  applied  to  the  leg,  or  arm,  as 
the  child  will  be  lefs  expofed  to  taking  cold  during  their  ap- 
plication ; and  if  the  leeches  lhould  not  draw  well,  thofe  parts 
can  afterwards  be  eommodioufly  immerfed  in  warm  water  to 
promote  the  bleeding  j or  a bandage  maybe  eafily  applied 
to  reltrain  it,  if  it  ihould  prove  too  profufe. 
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free  from  all  violent  paflions.  But  all  thefe 
advantages  may  be  counterbalanced  by  the  de- 
licacy of  their  frame,  their  difpofition  to  fpafm, 
and  their  inability  to  ftruggle  with  a fevere  at- 
tack of  the  difeafe,  if  it  fhould  chance  to  fall 
to  their  fhare.  And  fuch,  indeed,  are  the  fadts  : 
infants  ufually  have  the  fmall-pox  very  lightly, 
whether  taken  naturally,  or  from  inoculation, 
though  in  both  there  are  a few  infiances  of  their 
expiring  in  a fit  at  the  time  of  the  eruption ; 
and  theyfeldom  get  through  the  difeafe,  if  they 
are  full,  or  it  proves  of  the  confluent,  or  malig- 
nant kind.  And  this  furnifhes  a peculiar  ob- 
jection to  inoculating  infants  at  the  breaft, which 
arifes  from  their  neceflarily  lying  fo  much  on 
the  arm  of  the  fuckling  mother,  or  nurfe,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  night ; the  heat  expofing  them  to 
a much  more  copious  eruption,  than  children 
who  are  weaned.  This  I have  feen  clearly  ex- 
emplified in  the  inftance  of  a child  whofe  mo- 
ther could  fuckle  only  with  the  right  breaft; 
the  confequence  was,  that  the  left  fide  of  the 
child  was  perfectly  loaded  with  the  eruption, 
{though  the  pock  was  of  the  diftinct  kind) 
whilft  the  other  had  only  a moderate  fprinkling. 
The  child,  however,  funk  under  the  fecondary 
fever  at  the  end  of  five  or  fix  weeks,  though 
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turned  of  two  years  old  ; the  only  child  I have 
known  to  die  of  inoculation  at  fo  advanced  an 
age.  A fimilar  inftance  is  related  by  Mr.  Moss ; 
who  not  being  able  to  prevail  on  a young  wo- 
man whom  he  had  inoculated,  to  keep  her  feet 
(which  were  very  cold]  out  of  the  warm  allies 
qf  a hearth-fire,  at  the  time  of  the  eruption, 
they  were,  in  confequence,  fo  loaded  with  it,  as 
to  appear  one  continued  blifter ; though  the 
difeafe  was  very  diftindt,  and  went  on  favour- 
ably in  other  parts. 

I am  aware  that  many  children  are  inoculat- 
ed very  young,  and  even  in  the  month,-  and 
generally  with  very  good  fuccefs  ; but  the  fre- 
quency of  this  practice,  among  eminent  fur- 
geons,  is  owing  to  the  urgent  folicitation  of 
parents,  and  their  fear  of  contagion.  I cannot 
therefore  avoid  faying,  that  however  few  may 
die  under  inoculation,  under  any  circumftances, 
the  fadt  is,  that  the  far  greater  proportion  that 
I happen  to  have  had  an  account  of,  is  amongft 
infants  under  fix  months  old.  A remarkable 
proof  of  this  difproportion  appeared  a few  years 
ago  under  a general  inoculation  at  Luton , dur- 
ing the  progrefs  of  a malignant  fmall-pox ; 
which  had  carried  off  one  half  of  thofe  who 
were  attacked  by  it  in  the  natural  way.  In  the 
midfi:  of  this  fatality,  twelve  hundred  and  fif- 
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teen  paupers  were  inoculated,  through  the  hu- 
manity of  the  prefcnt  Bifhop  of  St.  David's  ,* 
many  of  whom  refufed  all  preparatory  medi- 
cines, and  were  befides  addicted  to  the  ufe  of 
ftrong  liquors  : neverthelefs,  out  of  the  twelve 
hundred  and  fifteen , only  five  died — all  of  whom 
were  infants  under  four  months  old. — Seven  hun- 
dred adult  people  of  better  condition,  in  the 
fame  neighbourhood,  were  inoculated  a fhort 
time  afterwards,  and  with  the  like  good  fuccefs 
with  the  former. 

From  this  view  of  the  matter,  it  is  pretty  evi- 
dent, I think,  that  this  operation  ought,  in  gene- 
ral, to  be  poftponed  to  a later  period,  which  is 
pointed  out  by  the  child  having  cut  all  its  frrfh 
teeth.  To  which  may  be  added  the  obfcrvation 
juft  made,  that  infants  are  not  much  difpofed 
to  take  the  fmall-pox  naturally  ; and  that  more 
than  fifty  children  die  under  the  age  of  tw'o 
years,  of  other  complaints,  to  one  that  dies  of 
the  natural  fmall-pox.  Should  it,  however,  be 
in  the  fame  houfe,  or  prevail  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  the  parents  find  it  difficult  to  re- 
move the  child  out  of  the  wTay,  it  may  run  a 
lefs  rifk  in  being  immediately  inoculated,  as 

* See  a Tract  on . Malignant  Fevers,  by  the  Jate  Sir  Wir- 
li'o  RD,Y cjb,  1790. 
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that  operation  is  now  fo  well  underflood,  and 
fuccefsfully  conducted,  than  by  taking  the 
chance  of  efcaping  the  infe6tion,  or  of  recover- 
ing from  the  difeafe,  if  it  Ihould  happen  to  take 
place.  I lhall  juft  obferve,  however,  on  this 
head,  that  the  late  Professor  Monro  feems  to 
recommend  the  ufe  of  a bath  of  water  and  juni- 
per-berries, and  fumigating  the  chamber  with 
the  juniper-tree,  during  the  courfe  of  fevere 
fmall-pox ; which  is  faid  to  have  fucceeded  in 
eight  or  nine  inftances  as  a preventive. 

The  inoculation  of  pregnant-women  being, 
in  certain  inftances,  dangerous  to  the  infant,  it 
is  prefumed,  that  it  cannot  be  totally  foreign 
from  the  fubjedt,  to  annex  a caution  on  that 
head ; it  having  until  of  late  been  generally 
imagined,  that  the  child  is  not  infedted  by  the 
parent  palling  through  the  fmall-pox,  whether 
from  inoculation,  or  otherwife.  It  is,  indeed, 
comparatively  rare,  that  the  unborn-fetus  takes 
the  difeafe,  howfoever  feverely  the  mother  may 
fuffer  by  it ; yet  from  a very  accurate  account 
of  this  matter  lately  publilhed  by  Dr.  Pearson, 
and  fome  cafes  b.y  Meflrs.  C.  Kite  of  Gravef- 
end , and  W.  Turnbull,  the  fadt  is  eftablilhed 
as  the  refult  of  much  experience  and  refledtion, 
where  the  parent  has  been  infected  after  the 
fixth  month  of  geftation.  Previous  to  that 
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period,  however,  the  fetus  (whatever  be  the 
caufe)  has  very  feldom  been  known  to  take  the 
difeafe ; and  later  than  that,  it  is  prefumed, 
few  mothers  would  be  inclined  to  fubmit  to  the 
operation,  unlefs  from  fome  urgent  neceffity. 
The  parent,  it  is  added,  is  not  in  much  addi- 
tional danger  from  being  inoculated  in  a ftate 
of  pregnancy,  unlefs  the  difeafe  fhould  prove 
confidcrably  more  fevere  than  it  is  ever  expect- 
ed, from  inoculation  ; but  when  communicat- 
ed to  the  fetus,  the  infant  alwavs  dies.  An  in- 
fiance  of  infection  at  an  early  period  of  gefta- 
tion,  has  lately  been  adduced  by  Mr.  Rumeall 
of  Abingdon ; the  fetus  taking  the  infection  when 
its  mother  had  only  completed  the  fourth  month 
of  geflation.  She  was  then  feizedwith  the  na- 
tural fmall-pox  of  a bad  confluent  kind,  and 
recovering  with  difficulty,  was  delivered,  at  the 
end  of  the  feventh  month,  of  an  infant  who 
bore  flrong  marks  of  the  difeafe,  and  furvived 
only  half  an  hour. 

In  regard  to  inoculation  of  the  Meajlest  it 
may  juft  be  noticed,  that  Dr.  Francis  Home 
is  faid  to  have  praCtifed  it,  in  fevcral  inftances, 
with  fuccefs,  and  that  Dr.  Rosenstein  feems 
to  intimate  the  example  having  been  followed 
in  Sweden.* 

* Treatife  on  the  Difeafcs  of  Children.  1771, 
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Varicella,  or  Cliickev-pox. 
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A hough  this  difeafe  is,  indeed,  ufually  a very* 
light  one,  it  merits  a few  words,  not  only  be- 
caufe  more  incident,  perhaps,  to  children  than 
to  adults,  but  alfo  that  it  is  fometimes  mistaken 
for  the  mild  fmall-pox  ; which  it  fometimes 
exceeds  in  violence,  and  is  now  and  then  even 
attended  with  danger.  This  is,  indeed,  fo  un- 
common, that  the  difeafe  has  been  very  feldom 
noticed  by  medical  writers  ; and  even  Dr.  He- 
berden,  who  was  among  the  firfb  that  obliged 
the  public  with  a diStincSt  account  of  it,  fays  he 
never  faw  any  perfon  with  fo  many  as  three 
hundred  puflules  over  the  whole  body.  Phy- 
sicians, indeed,  as  he  obferves,  are  not  often 
called  to  viSit  patients  under  a complaint  ufu- 
ally fo  trifling,  or  a gentleman  of  his  long  and 
extenfive  practice,  would  have  met  with  in- 
stances in  which  it  muft  have  appeared  of  more 
confequence,  as  will  prefently  be  noticed. 

It  is  from  this  difparity,  I apprehend,  that 
this  diforder  is  fometimes  denominated  the 
fwine-pox,  which  is  only  a ranker  fpeciesof  the 
difeafe,  in  which  the  fymptoms  may  run  higher, 
as  well  as  the  puftules  become  much  larger, 
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and  more  purulent.  In  this  cafe,  I have  known 
the  head  and  face  as  much  fwollen  as  I have 
ever  feen  them  in  any  difti n<ft  fmall-pox,  how- 
ever full,  and  the  puftules  containing  a yellow 
matter,  with  highly  inflamed  bafes,  and  ex- 
ceedingly fore ; and  thefe  have  formed  a com- 
plete mafk  on  the  face,  after  the  turn,  as  is  of- 
ten feen  in  the  fmall-pox.  One  fuch  patient 
whom  I was  called  to  viflt,  was  about  fixteen 
years  of  age,  of  a plethoric  habit,  but  very 
healthy ; and  what  makes  it  very  certain,  that 
this  complaint  could  not  be  the  fmall-pox,  is, 
that  the  young  gentleman  died  of  that  diforder 
a twelvemonth  afterwards,  and  poflibly  owing 
to  its  being  neglected  in  the  beginning,  from 
an  idea  that  the  former  illnefs  had  really  been 
the  fmall-pox.  The  latter  miftake  arofe  from 
an  improper  anfwer  having  been  then  made  to 
my  inquiry  after  the  day  on  which  the  eruption 
had  firft  appeared,  (as  I was  called  to  make  him 
only  one  vifit,  when  the  pock  was  on  the  turn ;) 
a miftake  the  young  gentleman’s  mother  had  a 
perfecft  recolletftion  of  after  I was  gone,  and  of 
which  I reminded  her  upon  being  called  to 
vifit  her  fon  in  the  fmall-pox,  only  the  day  be- 
fore his  death. 

This  cafe  ftrongly  verifies  the  remark  of  Dr. 
Heeerdhn,  that  this  complaint  can,  in  fome  in- 
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fiances,  be  diftinguifhcd  from  the  fmall-pox 
only  by  its  quicker  progrefs  towards  matura- 
tion, and  the  fnorter  duration  of  the  puflules  ; 
a watery  veficle  always  appearing  on  the  fe- 
cund or  third  day  from  the  eruption,  and  the 
turn,  at  the  furtheft,  taking  place  on  the  fifth. 
In  young  children,  a teazing  cough  fometimes 
comes  on  about  the  time  that  the  eruption  is 
complete,  and  continues  until  two  or  three 
dofes  of  phyfic  have  been  taken,  which  on  ac- 
count of  the  cough  feems  to  be  neceffary. 

The  fymptoms  preceding  the  eruption  are 
fometimes  fo  flight,  that  even  where  the  erup- 
tion has  proved  pretty  confiderable,  the  difor- 
der  has  not  been  expected  fo  foon ; though 
from  its  being  in  the  family,  the  clofeft  atten- 
tion has  been  paid  to  it. 

The  Treatment  of  it  differs  nothing  from 
that  of  the  mild,  diftindl  fmall-pox  j but  it 
more  rarely  calls  for  much  attention,  and  only 
when  a patient  may  have  it  very  full ; or,  as 
fometimes  happens,  a fecond  crop  appears,  after 
the  firft  has  dried  off. 

Ague. 

T his  is  a complaint  fo  well  known,  that  it 
feems  unneceffary  here  to  enter  minutely  into 


Ague. 


3or 


a defcription  of  it.  It  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that 
it  confifts  of  repeated  cold  and  hot  fits  regularly 
fucceeding  each  other,  with  one  or  more  well- 
days  between  them  ; in  which  interval  the  lick 
paffes  a high-coloured  urine,  that  depofits  a 
red  fediment. 

It,  perhaps,  partakes  more  of  a nervous  af- 
fe&ion  than  other  fevers  may  do,  and  is  known 
to  be  endemic  in  fome  flat  marfhy  fituations, 
but  is  molt  frequent  in  the  fpring  and  fall  of 
the  year  ; in  the  former  of  which  it  is  generally 
eafily  cured,  and  is  even  fometimes  falutary. 
Autumnal  agues,  on  the  other  hand,  efpecially 
in  the  country,  and  amongfl:  very  poor  people 
who  feed  coarfely,  will  frequently  continue  a 
long  time,  and  return  again  the  next  autumn  ; 
whereby  the  conflitution  becomes  confiderably 
impaired.  In  fuch  inftances  the  legs  are  apt 
to  fwell,  and  more  efpecially  the  belly,  which 
becomes  hard,  particularly  on  the  left  fide,  and 
has  been  termed  the  ague-cake.  This  tume- 
fa&ion,  however,  inftead  of  being  a bad  fign, 
as  might  befufpected  a priori,  is  a very  favour- 
able one,  and  indicates  the  recovery  of  the  pa- 
tient. This  circumftance  is  noticed  by  Syden- 
ham, and  like  other  obfervations  of  that  atten- 
tive practitioner,  is  a very  juft  one,  and  was, 
doubtlefs  the  refult  of  his  experience.  The 
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hardnefs  is  probably  owing  to  an  infarction  of 
the  fpleen,  and  nfually  fubfides  in  the  courfe 
of  a few  months,  efpecially  upon  the  ufe  of  mo- 
derate exercife,  and  a generous  diet.  It  may 
be  prudent,  however,  to  aclminifter  fmall  dofes 
of  calomel, and  afterwards  light  bitters,  adding 
likewife  chalybeates,  if  the  habit  of  the  patient 
feems  to  require  them,  and  there  are  no  fyinp- 
toms  of  a morbid  affeCtion  of  the  vifcera. 

It  were  needlefs  to  enter  largely  into  the  fub- 
jeCt,  and  it  is  equally  foreign  from  the  prefent 
intention,  to  be  more  particular  in  regard  to 
the  cure  of  this  oftentimes  very  troublefome 
complaint.  Some  notice  of  it,  however,  is 
taken,  becaufe  though  no  more  peculiar  to  chil- 
dren than  the  laft  mentioned  difeafes,  yet  it 
may  be  faid,  that  there  are  comparatively  very 
few  children  who  have  not  buffered  by  it  dur- 
ing the  years  ufually  paffed  at  fchool. 

The  ague,  indeed,  attacks  every  age,  fo  that 
infants  even  under  a year  old  are  very  liable  to 
it,  whenever  it  rages  among  adults.  It  is  with 
a peculiar  view  to  patients  of  the  former  clafs 
that  the  following  directions  are  given,  the  bark 
being  ufually  a fpecific  for  older  children  and 
grown  people  ; to  whom,  however,  it  is  gene- 
rally proper  firft  to  adminifter  a vomit,  and  one 
or  more  dofes  of  phylic,  as  well  as  fometimes 
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to  afilff  the  bark  by  the  addition  of  aromatics, 
or  Heel. — -The  fmall-pox,  whether  taken  natu* 
rally,  or  by  inoculation,  as  well  as  other  acute 
complaints,  has  fometimes  removed  obflinate 
autumnal,  and  chronical  agues. 

In  a Hate  of  infancy,  the  ague  is  often  owing 
to,  or  connected  with  a foul  Hate  of  the  bowels 
and  obfirudion  of  the  biliary  duds,  and  is  fre* 
quently  accompanied  with  worms,orfuch  a Hate 
of  the  alimentary  canal  as  affords  a proper  nidus 
for  them. 

The  tertian,  or  more  common  ague,  at  this 
age  generally  yields  to  purges  of  the  pulv.  e 
fcammon.  c.  calomelane,  or  calomel  and  rhu- 
barb, given  on  the  days  between  the  .fits,  and 
fmall  dofes  of  the  pulvis  antimon.  on  the  re- 
turn of  the  fever.  Should  this  fail,  a vomit 
ffiould  be  adminifiered  an  hour  or  two  before 
the  next  cold  fit  is  expeded,  if  the  powder 
fhould  not  already  have  had  that  effed. — A 
linen  waificoat  with  fine  powder  of  bark  quilt- 
ed within  it,  may  be  worn  by  infants  next 
their  fkin.  But  a more  expeditious  remedy  is 
a large  poultice  of  Peruvian  bark,  put  between 
' thin  linen,  and  applied  warm  to  the  region  of 
the  ffomach,  and  renewed  through  .the  day  as 
often  as  it  may  get  cool.* 

* See  Rofertjleiri  on  the  difeafes  of  children.;  alfo  Med* 
Obferv.  and  Lnq.  vol,  2.  p.  25'5.‘  ' -1  “ -- 
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In  older  children,  thecommonfaline  draught, 
taken  once  in  fix  or  eight  hours,  will  frequently 
fucceed  ; as  will  warm  bitters,  and  medicines 
that  promote  and  keep  up  perfpiration.  Crude 
fait  ammoniac  alfo  in  the  dofe  of  ten  or  twelve 
grains,  for  children  of  five  or  fix  years  of  age, 
has  fometimes  cured  this  troublefome  com- 
plaint ,*  but  may  not  be  proper  for  delicate  con- 
IVitutions.  Myrrhe  is  a better  remedy  for  fuch, 
given  from  four  to  eight  grains,  before,  or  dur- 
ing the  cold-fit,  and  as  much  cream  of  tartar, 
every  two  or  three  hours,  during  the  fever. 
Pepper,  and  likewife  alum  are  common  quack 
remedies,  and  may  be  frequently  given  with 
fuccefs  at  this  age ; the  former  from  five  to 
ten  grains,  the  latter  from  three  to  five,  joined 
with  the  like  quantity  of  nutmeg,  three  or  four 
times  a day  in  the  abfence  of  the  fever.  Ano- 
ther good  remedy  is  flowers  of  brimftone,  given 
in  the  quantity  of  a table  fpoonful  in  a glafs  of 
brandy,  before  or  during  the  cold-fit ; this  is  a 
proper  dofe  for  adults,  but  I have  never  ad- 
miniftered  this  medicine  to  children. — Thcfe 
remedies  are  fuppofed  to  be  beneficial  by  pro- 
ducing a different  addon  of  the  parts. 

Amongst  popular  remedies,*  is  a tea-fpoon- 

* The  occafional  obftinacy  of  this  complaint  is  offered  as  the 
apology  for  fuch  kind  of  preferiptions. 
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ful  of  white  refin  in  fine  powder,  mixed  with 
the  like  quantity  of  pounded  loaf-fugar,  taken 
a little  before  the  cold-fit,  and  repeated  after- 
wards night  and  morning:  this  I have  found 
fuccefsful  even  where  large  dofes  of  the  bark 
have  failed.  Bracelets  of  mufiard-feed  and 
garlic  have  likewife  been  applied  to  the  wrifis 
and  ancles,  and  upon  the  tefiimony  of  Dr.  G. 
Fordyce  with  good  effed.  Such  kind  of  re- 
medies for  this  difeafe  are  numberlefs;  I {hall, 
however,  mention  another,  which,  though  as 
anile  as  any,  feems  to  have  been  very  often 
fuccefsful,  (as  I have  been  informed  by  the  late 
Dr.  Huck  Saunders,  as  well  as  others ;)  and  is 
nothing  more  than  the  fpider’s  web,  rolled 
loofely  up  to  the  fize  of  a child’s  marble,  and 
waftied  down  with  a little  warm  wine  and  wa- 
ter, or  chamomile  tea,  before  the  cold  fit  is  ex- 
peded:  the  child  ftiould  then  be  put  into  a 
warm  bed,  and  perfpiration  be  encouraged. 
This  may  be  done,  amongft  other  means,  by 
fomentations  to  the  pit  of  the  ftomach.  A piece 
of  bread,  hot  from  the  oven,  and  fprinkled  with 
camphorated  fpirit,  is  not  a contemptible  one, 
in  this  and  other  complaints,  where  a fpeedy 
perfpiration  is  wiftied  for. 

I (hall  clofe  the  lift  of  remedies  with  the  fol- 
vol.  1.  X 
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lowing  from  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  which  is  a very 
good  one  for  patients  no  otherwife  averfe  from 
the  bark,  than  that  the  ftomach  will  not  bear  it 
in  large  dofes. 

Take  of  frefh  faffafras  bark,  Virginia  fnake- 
root,  roch-allum,  nutmeg,  calcined  antimony, 
and  fait  of  wormwood,  of  each  one  dram  : to 
thefe,  well  rubbed  together  into  a fine  powder, 
add  the  weight  of  the  whole  of  the  belt  Peru- 
vian bark;  then  add  three  or  four  drops  of  the 
chemical  oil  of  mint,  and  with  fyrup  of  faffron 
make  all  into  the  confidence  of  an  eledtuary. 
This  is  to  be  divided  into  twenty  four  dofes*. 
one  of  which  maybe  taken  by  children  of  eight 
or  ten  years  of  age,  every  four  or  fix  hours,, 
while  the  patient  is  awake*  To  make  this  or 
any  other  preparation^  the  bark  fit  eafy  on  the 
ftomach,  the  patient  fhould  firft  eat  a bit  of 
bread,  or  other  light  food,  with  which  it  may 
mix,  inftead  of  being  received  into  an  empty 
ftomach,  whereby  it  frequently  nauceates. 

General  Observations  on  Coughs, 

- f 

P reviously  to  treating  of  the  hooping,  and 
what  I have  termed  the  fpafmodk  cough,  it  may 
not  be  unwelcome  to  ftudents  in  medicine,  that 
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I fhould  premife  fome  flight  observations  on 
coughs  in  general ; a complaint  in  children  that 
we  are  often  confulted  for.  It  is.,  indeed,  al- 
ways of  importance  to  be  able  to  make  proper 
diftindions  in  this  affedion,  as  it  accompanies 
divers  complaints,  efpecially  in  infancy ; and 
is  Sometimes  a very  harmlefs  attendant,  while 
at  others,  it  is  of  the  greateft  magnitude,  and 
calls  for  its  appropriate  treatment  from  the 
beginning.  My  remarks  here,  however,  will 
need  only  to  be  very  brief. 

From  w'hat  has  been  faid  in  different  parts  of 
this  work,  it  will  be  very  evident,  that  a cough 
is  not  always  to  be  confidered  as  the  original 
complaint,  like  the  hooping-cough,  any  more 
than  a direct  confequence  of  a cold,  or  of  Spe- 
cific pulmonary  affedion,  as  in  the  meafles. 
Where  it  may  happen  to  be  fo,  enough,  it  is 
prefumed,  has  been  faid  under  the  head  of  fevers; 
and  the  hooping  and  fpafmodic  coughs  will  be 
prefently  treated  of  diftindly.  The  intention 
here  is. principally  to  remind  the  reader,  that  a 
cough  often  attends  teething,  and  fome  bowel 
complaints,  or  a foul  flate  of  the  ftomach,  as 
well  as  a common  cold,  and  inflammatory  and 
other  fevers,  (which,  however,  are  often  fuf- 
peded  whenever  children  are  attacked  with  a 
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Gough;)  and  is  a recurring  fymptom  in  many 
delicate  habits.  Very  flight  occafions  are  of- 
tentimes fufficient  to  excite  it  in  fuch  children, 
•w  hether  from  a frofly  or  damp  air,  or  from  any 
little  illnefs  that  has  reduced  the  flrength,  and 
particularly  if  the  child  be  of  a fcrofufous  habit. 
Every  confirmed  glandular  affe&ion  will,  in- 
deed, be  attended  with  a cough,  which  in  that 
cafe  is  of  the  worfl  kind,  as  it  is  attended  with 
fever,  lofs  of  flrength  and  manifeft  difeafe ; in 
the  lafl  flages  of  which  the  cough  becomes  per- 
manent. 

In  every  cafe,  therefore,  the  caufe  and  atten- 
dant fy mp toms,  rather  than  the  mere  cough, 
fhould  be  carefully  attended  to,  and  efpecially 
if  the  child  be  coflive,  or  the  bowels  foul,  and 
their  difcharges  of  an  unufually  offenfive  fmell. 
Purging  medicines,  it  has  been  before  faid,  are 
in  this  cafe  the  proper  remedies,  which  fhould 
frequently  be  joined  with  faponaceous  ingre- 
dients, fuch  as  the  aqua  kali,  natron  ppt.  or 
fpong.  ufl.  nothing  being  more  common  than 
an  obflinate  and  teazing  cough,  efpecially  dur- 
ing the  night,  when  the  bowels  have  been  long 
in  a coflive  flate,  and  the  alvine  difcharges  are 
very  fetid,  or  of  a fliff  and  clayey  confidence. 

. Though  I have  faid,  my  intention  has  been 
rather  todifcriminate  the  caufes,  than  to  diredt 
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the  precife  remedies  for  coughs;  yet  it  may 
not  be  amifs  to  give  a few  fuitable  prefcriptions 
for  coughs  attendant  upon  common  colds,  efpe- 
cially  after  the  period  of  early  infancy.  And 
to  this  I am  inclined,  on  account  of  the  more 
ordinary  remedies  met  with  in  books  being 
ufually  of  the  oleagenous  kind,  and  ill  fui.ted  to 
the  Hate  of  ftomach  in  young  people,  and,  in- 
deed, not  always  well  adapted  to  adults., 

R.  MuciL  gum.  arab.  *ijj 
Mellis  acetati  5! ft 
Aq.  diflilatae  ^x 
Syr.  papav.  albi  3 ij  ft  miftura. 
addatur  P.  R.  N.  fpir.  asther.  nitrofi  gtt.  xij,. 
R.  Pulv.  e tragacanth.  comp. 

Syrupi  Limonis  ^ ft 
Papaveris  albi 
wel  mororum  2;ift 
Spir.  eetheris  nitrofi  3 y 
Mife,  ft.  Lindus. 

R.  Mellis  .acetati 
Syrup,  papav.  albi 

mori  ia  3 vj 

Tind.  Tolutan.  gtt.  xx  mifce. 

Fiat  Lindus. 
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Pertussis,  or  Hooping-Cough. 

This  complaint,  called  alfo  tuffis  ferina,  is  a 
difeafe  unknown,  probably,  to  the  old  writers  ; 
and  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  conveyed  into 
Europe  from  Africa , or  the  Eajl  Indies  : the 
Greek  and  Arabian  phyficians  make  no  mention 
of  it,  and  indeed  it  has  not  been  well  under- 
ftood  in  any  part  of  Europe , till  of  late  years. 
Hence,  probably,  its  great  fatality  in  Stockholm , 
where  from  the  year  1749  to  1764,  inclufive, 
43,393  children  are  reported  to  have  funk  un- 
der it.  Even  Willis  fuppofed  its  feat  to  be 
in  the  breaft,  but  Harvey  makes  it  a difeafe  of 
the  ftomach,  and  Astruc  an  inflammation  of 
the  larinx  and  pharinx,  produced  by  an  origi- 
nal affection  of  the  former,  from  indigeftion. 
He  feems  to  have  been  one  of  the  firP  that  dis- 
carded the  ufe  of  oily  and  peCtoral  medicines, 
(which,  indeed,  fome  practitioners  have  fince 
been  weak  enough  to  revive;)  though  he  ad- 
vifed  bleeding  too  indifcriminately.* 

This  diforder  furnifhcs  another  proof  of  the 
obfervation  made  on  the  impropriety  of  fub-, 


* See  his  D if  cafes  of  Infants. . 
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mitting  the  complaints  of  children  to  impro- 
per hands — the  care  of  old  women,  and  fre- 
quent change  of  air,  being  all  that  this  diforder 
is,  by  fome  people,  thought  to  require  :*  but 
perhaps  the  maxim  was  never  worfe  appli- 
ed. There  is,  indeed,  a milder  fort  of  hoop- 
ing-cough, as  there  is  of  every  difeafe,  which 
calls  for  very  little  medicinal  afliftance;  and  it 
is  always  in  fuch  cafes,  that  matrons  and  old 
nurfes  acquire  their  credit.  But  there  is  no 
complaint  of  children  with  which  I am  at  all 
acquainted,  in  which  medicine  is  at  times 
more  evidently  ferviceable,  than  a bad  hoop- 
ing-cough. 

This  difeafe  ijs  certainly  highly  infectious,  and 
one  of  thofe  that  never  appears  a fecond  time. 
It  may  attack  at  any  age,  adults  being  liable  to 
its  influence,  as  well  as  younger  people  ; but  it 
■more  commonly  takes  place  between  the  age 
of  four  months  and  twelve  years.  It  often  be- 

* If  this  be  true  to  any  degree,  fo  that  children,  with  very 
little  afliftance  from  medicine,  have  feemed  to  get  rid  of  ob- 
ftinate  hooping-coughs,  by  removing  from  one  air  to  another^ 
it  is  not  improbable,  that  this  may  have  arifen  as  much  from 
getting  out  of  infected  beds  and  apartments,  which  might 
keep  up  the  contagion,  tli^ough  the  medium  of  refjpiration, 
as  from  any  fpecifle  influence  of  the  air,  reflating  merely 
from  a change. 
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gins  as  a common  cough,  and  is  attended  with 
the  ufual  fymptoms  of  having  taken  cold,  but 
in  its  progrefs  foon  becomes  more  fevere  ; 
though  the  longer  it  may  be  before  it  plainly 
difcovers  itfelf,  by  the  hoop , the  more  favour- 
able it  is  likely  to  be.  A flux  of  rheum  fre- 
quently comes  from  the  mouth,  nofe,  and  eyes, 
and  the  food  is  thrown  up,  together  with  a 
vifcid  phlegm,  (often  in  great  quantities)  in  the 
coughing  fits  ; between  which  the  child  gene- 
rally appears  to  be  perfectly  well,  and  eats  its 
food  very  heartily.  Thefe  are  the  more  com- 
mon fymptoms,  but  when  the  difeafe  is  violent, 
and  has  continued  for  fome  time,  they  become 
greatly  aggravated,  efpecially  in  the  night,  and 
the  child  will  feem  almofi:  ftrangled  in  each  fit, 
the  face  and  neck  becoming  perfectly  livid,  till 
by  a violent  effort,  attended  with  a hoop,  it 
recovers  its  breath ; the  blood  will  likewife 
fometimes  rufh  from  the  nofe  and  mouth  ; and 
I have  in  two  or  three  inftances  feen  the  eye- 
lids as  black  as  if  injured  by  a violent  blow,and 
remain  fo  as  long  as  the  cough  has  continued 
fevere.  When  taken  in  time,  however,  and 
properly  treated,  the  hooping-cough  is  rarely 
fatal,  and  fcarcely  ever  but  to  young  infants, 
and  never  as  long  as  the  patient  is  free  from 
fever,  or  other  difeafe. 
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It  has  been  thought  by  fome  practitioners, 
that  little  more  than  emetics,  and  gentle  laxa- 
tives are  required,  in  which  view  it  was,  that 
the  late  Dr.  James  recommended  his  powder; 
though  a late  writer*  has,  very  imprudently, 
wifhed  to  difcard  the  former  altogether.  But 
the  fact  is,  that  many  other  means  are  equally 
lifeful,  and  not  unfrequently  indifpenfibly  ne- 
cefTary,  unlefs  we  fhould  fuffer  the  patient  to 
be  firangled  in  a fit  of  coughing,  or  fall  into  a 
decline,  from  the  injury  which  the  lungs  muft 
endure  by  a frequent  repetition  of  fuch  violence. 

This  mull  be  exceedingly  apparent  from  the 
above  hiftory  of  the  difeafe,  the  various  fymp- 
toms  of  which,  certainly  demand  a confider- 
able  diverfity  in  the  treatment.  The  more  im- 
portant ones  are,  the  ftate  of  inflammation, 
fometimes  inducing  peripneumony : the  quan- 
tity and  vifeidity  of  the  phlegm  j and  the  fpaf- 
modic  affection,  and  danger  of  fuffocation;  to- 
gether with  the  exhaufted  ftate  into  which  the 
patient  may  be  reduced  by  the  long  continu- 
ance of  the  difeafe.  If  the  breathing  therefore 
be  difficult,  a blifter  is  indicated,  which,  if  the 
child  is  not  very  young,  may  be  kept  open  for 
two  or  three  weeks ; or,  what  is  fometimes  pre- 


* Mr.  J.  G.  Jones. 
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ferable,  tlie  repetition  of  a fmall  one,  once  in 
fix  or  eight  days.  If  the  face  fhould  be  very 
livid,  and  fwollen,  during  the  fits  of  coughs 
ing  ; if  any  veffel  give  way  ; or  the  patient  be 
plethoric,  and  more  than  two  or  three  years 
old,  or  fhould  be  hot  between  the  paroxyfms ; 
a little  blood  ought  to  be  taken  away,  and  a 
fal-ine  draught  be  adminiftered,  every  fix  or 
eight  hours,  and  the  bowels  kept  open,  till  the 
fever  fhall  difappear.  Otherwife,  if  none  of 
thefe  fymptoms  attend,  bleeding  does  not  feem, 
in  general,  to  be  indicated,  nor  much  purging, 
but  may  rather  have  a tendency  to  protract  the 
tfifeafe,  by  increafing  the  fpafmodic  difpofition, 
and  by  weakening  the  patient.  On  the  other 
hand,ftomachiccordials,fuchastheoil  of  cloves, 
and  bitter  tonics,  are  often  exceedingly  ufeful. 

If  there  be  an  inclination  to  vomit,  it  ought  to 
be  encouraged,  unlefs  the  phlegm  be  brought 
lip  with  great  eafe  in  almofi:  every  fit  of  cough- 
ing, in  which  cafe,  nature  feems  able  to  ac- 
eompliflr  the  bufinefs  herfelf,  and  it  will  then 
oftentimes  be  fufficient  to  keep  the  body  open 
by  the  mi  Id  eft  laxative  medicines.  But  it  very 
rarely  happens,  unlefs  in  infants  at  the  bread, 
that  fome  kind  of  emetic  is  not  neceiTary  in  the 
fi.rft  ftage  of  the  complaint.  The  difeafe,  in—, 
deed,  frequently  requires  no  other  medicine.*- 
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for  fuch  ufually  keep  the  body  open  at  the  fame 
time,  which  it  ought  always  to  be.  For  this 
purpofe,  perhaps,  wine  of  antimony  may  be  as 
proper  as  any  thing  when  it  anfwers  the  end  ; 
but  I have  thought  it  lefs  certain  than  tartarifed 
antimony,  from  its  not  being  always  of  an  equal 
ftrength.  I have,  however,  been  lately  in  the 
habit  of ufing  it  very  frequently,  and  when  the 
proper  dofe  has  been  afcertained,  have  thought 
it  operates  more  mildly  than  the  tartarifed  an- 
timony, whichfometimes  proves  far  too  violent 
for  very  young  infants.  Whenfoever  preferred, 
however,  diftolved  in  water  with  the  addition 
of  a little  fugar  it  forms  a medicine  to  which 
children  will  never  make  any  objection  ; and 
may  be  given  upon  an  empty  ftomach,  every 
day,  or  every  other  morning,  according  to  the 
ftrength  of  the  child,  and  degree  of  difeafe.  If 
the  cough  fhould  happen  to  be  more  violent  at 
any  particular  time,  the  emetic  ihould  be  given 
a little  before  the  paroxyfm  is  expected..  Or 
perhaps  a hill  better  method,  at  leaf;  in  fome 
cafes,  and  particularly  in  very  young  children, 
is,  to  give  the  tartarifed  antimony  in  fmaller 
dofes,  together  with  a few  grains  of  magnelia, 
or  prepared  oyfter-fhell  powder,  (according  to 
the  hate  of  the  bowels)  three  or  four  times  a 
day/fo  as  to  keep  the  ftomach  in  fuch  an  ir~ 
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ritable  Pate,  as  Piall  fecure  a gentle  puking 
every  time  the  fits  of  coughing  come  on.  But 
in  whatever  way  this  medicine  be  dire&ed,  It 
will  prove  of  no  fervice  if  it  does  not  excite 
vomiting,  and  muft  therefore  be  given  in  a 
.dofe  fuitable  to  the  Prength  of  the  ftomach, 
which  is  exceedingly  various,  not  only  at  dif- 
ferent ages, but  in  children  of  the  fame  age,  and 
of  the  fame  apparent  habit  of  body.  If  one 
preparation  of  antimony  may  have  any  advan- 
tage over  another,  they  have  all  much  more 
over  every  other  emetic  I have  made  ufe  of; 
the  ipecacuanha,  and  oxymel  of  fquills,  being 
exceedingly  unpleafant,  and  the  latter,  as  far 
as  my  experience  goes,  ufijally  more  uncertain 
than  any  other  emetic. 

Such  a planis  all  that  will  be  necelfary  in  the 
common  hooping-cough  ; but  it  has  been  faid* 
there  .are  many  cafes  which  will  require  other 
means,  and  demand  all  the  fkill  of  the  experi- 
enced phyfeian.  The  cough,  for  inPance, 
will  fometimes  increafe  not  only  for  days,  but 
for  weeks  together,  and  the  Prangulation  be 
exceedingly  alarming.  In  this  cafe,  the  lac 
ammoniaci,  but  especially  afa  foetida,  frequently 
proves  a fovereign  remedy,  and  though  ex- 
ceedingly naufeous,  many  children  will  take  it 
tolerably  well  for  the  Piort  time  it  appears  to 
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be  abfolutcly  required ; and  when  they  will  not, 
it  may  be  adminiftered  by  way  of  clyfter,  dif- 
folved  in  a fmall  quantity  of  penny-royal,  or 
common  water.  Thefe  medicines,  howrever, 
will  be  improper  in  the  very  advanced  ftage  oi 
the  difeafe,  when' attended  with  hedtic  heat, 
hemorrhage,  or  other  phthifical  fymptoms ; a 
caution  equally  neceftary  in  regard  to  the  bark, 
which  in  the  abfence  of  thefe  fymptoms,  and 
after  the  ftomach  and  bowels  have  been  w'eli 
cleanfed,  is  frequently  very  ufeful  at  the  latter 
ftage  of  the  difeafe,  when  the  patient  has  been 
exhaufted  by  its  long  continuance.  Upon  the 
fame  plan  with  the  afa  faetida,  camphor  and 
caftor  are  frequently  beneficial,  and  have  disad- 
vantage of  being  lefs  naufeous,  but  I think  are 
proportionably  lefs  powerful.  I take  no  no- 
tice of  tindlure  of  cantharides,  though  ftrongly 
recommended  by  fome  writers,  becaufe  I have 
had  no  experience  of  it  myfelf,  and  indeed  have 
never  found  any  neceftity  for  trying  it.  For 
the  like  reafon,  I fay  nothing  of  arfenic,  lately 
ftrongly  recommended,  by  Mr.  Simmons  of 
Manchejier .* 

It  will  fometimes  be  of  no  fmall  fervice,  to 
rub  the  hands,  and  the  foies  of  the  feet,  with 

* Sec  Duncan’s  Annals  of  Medicine , for  179?. 
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the  fpirit.  ammonise  comp,  feveral  times  in  the 
day  ; or  the  fpine  of  the  back,  and  the  pit  of 
the  ftomach,  with  oil  of  nutmeg,  or  oil  of  am- 
ber; but  as  the  fmell  of  the  latter  is  very 
unpleafant,  it  may  be  difpenfed  with,  where 
the  fpafms  are  not  exceedingly  urgent.  But 
when  they  are  fo,  this  oil  is  fometimes  very  ufe- 
ful,  particularly  when  adminiftered  internally, 
and  children  of  three  or  four  years  old  will  take 
a few  drops  of  it  very  well,  mixed  in  a fpoon 
with  a little  Lifbon  fugar;  from  which  I have 
feen  as  evident  advantages,  as  from  any  medi- 
cine -whatever.  But  frequently,  no  anti-fpaf- 
modic  is  equal  to  opium,  in  this,  as  well  as  in 
other  difeafes.  With  this  view’,  a few  drops  of 
laudanum,  or  if  a pill  be  preferred,  two  or  three 
grains  of  the  pil.  e fly  race,  and  to  younger 
children  a finall  tea-fpoonful  of  fyrup  of  white 
poppies,  taken  at  bed-time,  w ill  not  only  quiet 
the  cough,  and  remove  the  flrangulation  dur- 
ing its  operation,  and  procure  the  patient  fome 
reft,  by  which  the  ftrength  will  be  recruited, 
but  in  many  cafes  feems  to  have  a kindly  ope- 
ration on  the  difeafe  itfelf.  It  is  in  this  w:ay,  I 
doubt  not,  that  the  cicuta  has  gained  fo  much 
reputation,  but  I believe,  it  is  no  otherwife  a 
remedy  for  it  than  as  an  anodyne.  From  a 
miftake,  however,  in  this  refpecft,  the  ftrong 
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manner  in  which  this  medicine  has  been  re- 
commended by  Dr.  Butter,  has  certainly  done 
harm ; as  I have  known  people  depend  folely 
upon  it  in  very  bad  cafes,  to  the  exclufion  oi 
other  remedies  evidently  indicated, which  would, 
at  lead,  have  fhortened  thedifeafe.  Joined  with 
emetics  and  other  means,  as  the  fymptoms  may 
indicate,  it  is,  neverthelefs,  a valuable  medi- 
cine. Inftead  of  the  oh  fuccini,  the  following 
will  often  have  a good  effedl,  in  children  of 
four  or  five  years  of  age  ; adling  both  as  a tonic 
cordial,  and  ultimately  a fedative. 

R.  Olei  Caryophil.  aromat.  Gtt.  xxiv 
Sacchari  puriflimi  ^ifi 
Muc.  Gum.  arab.  3 iij 
Simul  optime  terantur,  addendo  gradatim 
Aq.  Cinnam.  vel  ^ij 
Aq.  diftil.  ^iv 

ft.  miftura,  cujus  fumatur  cochl.  j largum  tufle 
appropinquante,  vel  fiatim  pofi  tufiem. 

If  obftrucfiions  in  the  lungs  be  fufpefled, 
blifters  fhould  be  applied,  and  recourfe  had  to 
gentle  deobftruent  medicines ; but  at  this  period, 
the  cure  is  chiefly  to  be  accompliflied  by  perfe- 
verance  in  cooling  laxative  medicines,  by  a ve- 
getable and  milk  diet,  (efpecial-ly  aifes  milk) 
pure  air,  and  gentle  exercife. 

The  cough  after  having  difappeared  for  a 


3^0  Pertussis,  or 

week  or  more,  is  fometimcs  found  to  return 
with  great  violence,  efpecially  upon  taking 
cold  ; but  a gentle  purge  or  two,  a vomit,  and 
abdaining  from  heavy  food,  generally  remove 
it  in  a very  fhort  time.  Should  this  fail,  a grain 
of  afa  foetida,  taken  two,  three,  or  four  times  a 
day,  according  to  the  age  of  the  child,  never 
fails  to  check  it  immediately.  If  thefe  cautions 
fhould  be  neglected,  the  cough  will  oftentimes 
prove  extremely  tedious.  And  in  this  cafe  I 
have  known  the  lichen>  or  afh-coloured  ground 
diver-wort  prove  an  excellent  remedy.  One 
ounce  may  be  boiled  in  two  pints  of  water,  to 
one  ; or  a like  decoCtion  of  the  oak-lungs  ; a 
table  fpoonfull  may  be  given  two  or  three 
times  a day  to  infants  of  a year  old.  Thefe 
have  had  an  immediate  good  effecd  where  in- 
fants have  appeared  to  be  going  fad  into  an 
heCtic  date,  after  the  cicuta,  ol.  fuccini  and 
cortex  peruv.  have  failed,  or  the  diforder  has 
hung  on  unpleafantly. 

A mode  of  cure  of  a very  different  kind  has 
lately  been  announced  by  Dr.  Struve,  of  Gor- 
litZy  and  may  be  noticed  in  this  place,  as  wor- 
thy, at  lead,  of  a trial  in  obdinate  cafes,  and  in 
a conjunction  with  other  means ; though  with 
a caution  to  young  practitioners,  in  regard  to 
infants  and  delicate  children. 
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After  prefcribing  an  emetic,  the  following 
mixture  is  directed  to  be  rubbed  in  every  two 
hours,  in  fmall  quantities,  about  the  region  of 
the  ftomach. 

R.  Antimon.  tartarifati  9j 
Aquae  puras  fij 

ft.  folutio;  cui  adde 

Tind.  Cantharid.  fort.  §j. 

In  various  inftances,  the  Dodor  obferves, 
that  a gentle  perfpiration  came  on  during  the 
night,  after  the  ufe  of  this  application ; that 
the  violence  of  the  cough  immediately  abated, 
and  in  a fhort  time  the  fymptoms  totally  difi. 
appeared. 

The  only  thing  that  remains  to  be  fpoken  of, 
is  the  proper  diet,  which  is,  indeed,  of  confi- 
derable  importance ; and  for  children  even  of 
five  or  fix  years  of  age,  ought  to  be  little  more 
than  milk  and  broths.  Thefe  are  eafily  digeft- 
ed,  and  will  afford  them  much  more  good 
nourifhment  than  any  kind  of  meats,  and  will 
fit  much  lighter  on  the  ftomach  than  puddings, 
or  pafiry,  the  latter  of  which  is  exceedingly  in- 
jurious. The  objedion  made  by  old  nurfes 
againfi  milk,  that  it  breeds  phlegm,  is  utterly 
founded  in  a grofs  mifiake  that  cannot  be  too 
frequently  controverted.  It  has,  indeed,  been 
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fometifnes  mentioned  by  a certain  clafs  of  me- 
dical people,  but  the  objection  is  fo  truly  un- 
philofophical,  and  unlike  the  objedlions  of 
thinking  men,  that  it  fcarcely  defcrves  a reply. 
Should  the  milk,  however,  be  found  to  curdle  re- 
markably foon  on  the  domach,a  little  common 
fait,  Caftile  foap,  or  tedaceous  powder,  may  be 
added  to  it  occadonally  ; or  aides  milk  may  be 
fubdituted  for  cow’s.  Thefe  light  nourifh- 
ments  foon  pafs  out  of  the  domach,  or  if  brought 
up  by  coughing,  fifty  times  in  the  day,  (as  I have 
known  them  to  be)  a child  of  four,  or  five  years 
old,  will  immediately  take  more  of  them  with 
avidity,  and  will  be  better  fupplied  in  this  way, 
I mean  by  taking  a tea-cupful  at  a time,  than 
by  making  fet  meals,  or  taking  a large  quantity 
at  once.  If  the  child  fhould  be  thirfty,  a little 
apple- water,  toad  and  water,  tamarind-tea,  and 
other  thin  drinks,  will  be  pleafant  and  ufeful. 
Patients  treated  in  this  way,  will  get  through 
the  complaint,  if  not  fevere,  in  a very  fhort 
time  ; and  where  it  proves  violent,  a cjhild  will 
druggie  through  this  long  difeafe,  without  any 
conliderable  lofs  of  drength,  or  will  be  very 
foon  recruited  by  a decodtion,  or  cold  infufion 
of  the  bark,  together  with  gentle  exercife,  and 
country  air,  the  bed  redoratives  after  every 
kind  of  difeafe. 
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uch  akin  to  the  former  complaint,  is  a 
troublefome  cough,  properly  enough  denomi- 
nated fpafmodic,  or  convulfive.  In  a certain 
Hate  of  the  air  it  is  fometimes  epidemic,  and 
young  children,  and  even  infants  in  the  month, 
are  then  attacked  by  it,  as  well  as  adults.  The 
irritation  feems  to  be  about  the  larinx,  or  a very 
little  lower  down,  and  is  exceedingly  diftrelf- 
ing,  at  the  time  of  coughing;  but  the  patient, 
though  an  infant,  feems  immediately  afterwards 
to  be  quiet  and  comfortable.  This  cough  is 
not  ufually  attended  with  fever,  nor  other  or- 
dinary fymptoms  of  a common  cold,  nor  is  it 
to  be  relieved  by  the  like  means ; the  cough 
remaining  dry  and  hoarfe  under  the  ufe  of  pec- 
toral remedies. 

Children  of  two  or  three  years  old  may  be 
cured  by  the  cicuta,  and  gentle  laxative  reme- 
dies ; but  the  former  being  lefs  adapted  to  in- 
fants in  the  month,  fuch  may  take  a fewT  drops 
of  the  fyrup  of  white  poppies,  three  or  four 
times  a day,  and  their  bowels  be  carefully  kept 
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open ; which  means  feldom  fail  of  removing 
the  complaint  in  three  or  four  days — Should 
the  fyrup  over-much  conftipate  the  bowels,  or 
otherwife  difagree,  Bates’s  Sp.  Sal.  ammon. 
fuccinat.  may  be  tried  in  its  Head  ; which  is  a 
good  medicine  in  other  dry  convulfive  coughs, 
where  there  is  no  fever. 

I have  met  with  this  complaint  very  frequent- 
ly in  children  from  two  to  four  years  of  age,  in 
fome  of* whom  it  had  been  of  feveral  weeks 
{landing,  and  after  various  remedies  for  coughs 
had  been  made  trial  of.  In  every  inflance,  the 
complaint  has  been  immediately  relieved  by  the 
cicuta,  and  in  a week  or  ten  days,  been  ufually 
removed. — The  like  good  effed:  has  attended 
an  infufion  of  the  oak-lungs,  after  many  of  the 
ordinary  remedies  for  coughs  have  failed ; and 
may  very  well  be  adminiftered  together  with, 
the  cicuta,  if  that  fliould  not  be  foon  attended 
with  good  effed:. 

There  are,  however^  fome  more  formidable 
cafes,  in  w hich  the  fymptoms  are  greatly  ag- 
gravated, and  children  continue  longer  in  acon- 
valefcent  Hate.  I have  alfo  been  called  to  vifit 
fome  under  all  the  femblance  of  approaching 
death,  with  profufe  fweats,  rapid  and  feeble 
pulfe,  and  laborious  refpiration  j fuppofed  by 
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able  phyficians  to  be  finking  fail  under  peris: 
pneumonia  notha,  or  the  more  aggravated 
fymptoms  of  a true  pleuritis. 

Although  reduced  to  this  date,  under  the  bed 
conducted  antiphlogidic  plan,  yet  has  a recourfe 
to  the  cicuta  fucceeded  equally  well,  giving 
immediate  relief  to  all  the  fymptoms.  But  a 
degree  of  dyipnoea  all  along  merely  fpafmodic, 
having,  in  fome  cafes,  dill  continued,  it  has 
been  found  expedient,  after  a week  or  ten  days, 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  bark.  At  the  fame 
time,  the  violence  of  the  ceugh  attended  with 
very  copious  fecretion  of  phlegm,  which  young 
children  feldom  fpit  up,  has  required  two  or 
three  gentle  emetics,  which  have  then  not  fail- 
ed having  a happy  effect:;  though  adminiftered 
previoufiy  to  the  cicuta,  I have  known  them 
great-1  yaggravate  the  fymptoms,  probably, by  in- 
creafing  the  debilitypand  difipofition  to  fpafim. 

As  many  practitioners  not  very  converfant 
with  this  complaint  under  its  more  aggravated 
appearances,  have  been  led  to  confider  it  as  in- 
flammatory, fo  others,  from  the  continuance 
and  violence  of  the  cough,  have  expected  it  to 
terminate  in  the  hooping-cough,  but  have  been 


, equally  mifiaken  ; this  being  a didinct  fpecies 
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Mr.  Moss  fpeaks  of  a fpafmodic  cough,  dif- 
ferent, he  thinks,  from  any  previoufly  deferib- 
ed,*  and  probably  an  endemic  of  Liverpool ; re- 
fembling,  however,  the  humoral  afthmaof  adults 
(he  fays)  more  than  any  other. 

It  is  faid  to  commence  a few  days  after  birth, 
and  to  continue  for  feveral  weeks,  or  fometimes 
for  months ; and  in  either  cafe  fo  commonly 
proves  fatal,  efpecially  amongft  the  lower  clafs 
of  people,  that  Mr.  Moss  is  at  a lofs  to  fuggeft 
any  appropriate  remedy. 

If  it  be  truly  an  endemic,  I can,  probably, 
judge  but  veryimperfe&Iy  of  it;  but  from  many 
circumftances  in  the  fpafmodic  cough  deferib- 
ed  in  this  chapter,  it  does  not  feem  unlikely, 
that  the  cough  at  Liverpool  may  be  of  the  fame 
kind.  What  the  former  might  become  if  very 
long  neglected,  or  improperly  treated  ; or  in 
what  time  it  might  prove  fatal,  I am  not  pre- 
pared to  fay,  having  always  foon  fucceeded  in 
its  cure  by  the  means  I have  recommended  ; 
•which  may,  poflibly,  be  worthy  of  a trial  at 
Liverpool , as  they  will  not  fet  afide  the  little 
general  remedies  in  ufe. 

* An.  1781. 

- * \ 4 * . " 
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Croup,  or  acute  afthma,  is  a complaint 
fomewhat  limilar  to  the  two  former ; to  which, 
perhaps,  children  only  are  liable,  called,  there- 
fore, aflhma  infantum  fpafmodicum,  alfo  fuf- 
focatio  ftridula,cynanche  tracheal  is,  and  efqui- 
nancie  membraneufe. 

Thougi-i  this  complaint  has  for  feveral  years 
infefted  this  country,  it  has  been  greatly  mif- 
understood,  both  by  writers  and  pra&itioners; 
there  being  certainly  two  fpecies  of  it,  the  one 
acute,  or  inflammatory,  the  other  chronical,  or 
fpafmodic.  Thefefeem  to  have  been  confound- 
ed by  fome  authors,  and  one  of  them,  perhaps, 
not  known  to  others.  Neither  of  them  are 
often  found  to  attack  thofe  who  have  arrived  to 
the  age  of  ten  or  twelve  years,  and,  according 
to  Dr.  Millar,  the  fpafmodic  chiefly  feizes  in- 
fants newly  weaned ; and  is  then  the  moft  fevere. 
He  is,  perhaps,  the  firft  perfon  in  this  country 
who  has  written  particularly  on  this  fpecies  5 
but  Dr.  Home  has  treated  more  diftincfldy  on 
this  complex  difeafe,  which  had,  however,  been 
mentioned  by  fome  German  waiters,  and  well 
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defcribed  by  them  long  before  it  was  noticed 
in  Britain . 

Remote  caufes  of  this  diforder  may,  poflibly, 
be  the  lax  fibres  of  children,  the  abundance  of 
moift  humours  natural  to  them,  and  the  vaft 
fecretionfrom  the  bronchial  velfels;  and  perhaps 
the  change  of  food  from  milk,  which  is  eafily 
afiimulated,  to  one  requiring  more  digeftion. 

The  prophylaxis  is  the  fame  as  in  mod: other 
difeafes  peculiar  to  children.  If  this  com- 
plaint arife  from  the  laxity  of  their  folids,  the 
quality  of  their  food,  and  the  natural  weaknefs 
of  their  organs  of  digeftion,  the  general  means 
of  prevention,  as  well  as  of  cure,  will  be  readily 
indicated.  Their  food  fhould  be  fuch  as  may 
be  eafily  digefted,  and  may  prove  nourifhing. 
A due  proportion  of  milk  and  broth,*  (taken 
either  feparately,  or  mixed)  whilft  children  are 
very  young,  or  light  meats  when  they  become 
older  i good  air  and  exercife,  and  a careful  at- 
tention to  the  ftate  of  their  bowels. 

The  proximate  Cause  of  this  complaint,  (at 
leaft  of  the  acute  croup)  is  a morbid  fecretion 
of  a vifcid  mucus  in  the  trachea,  adhering  fo 

* A diet  of  milk  only,  even  in  adults,  when  long  perfifted 
in,  though  otherwife  proper,  will  create  flatulencies,  Barry, 
On  Vigejlion 
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firmly  to  its  Tides  as  to  impede  refpi  ration.  1 he 
quantity  and  vifcidity  increafing,  gradually  lef- 
fens  the  diameter  of  the  part,  and  if  it  effeffc 
this  to  a confiderable  degree,  the  difeafe  muff 
neceffarily  prove  fatal. 

The  Symptoms  of  this  complaint  are  fpaf- 
modic,  being  fuch  as  would  be  produced  by  any 
other  matter  conftantly  irritating  the  trachea, 
and  diminifhing  its  diameter.  They  will  there- 
fore very  much  refemble  thofe  of  the  nervous 
afthma,  but  the  complaint  differs  materially 
from  the  common  fpafmodic  afthma  of  adults, 
in  the  peculiar,  croaking,  noife  made  in  refpira- 
tion,  (from  whence  it  has  its  name)  and  in  the 
violence  of  the  paroxyfms ; which,  however, 
when  the  diforder  is  light,  leave  no  apparent 
indifpofition,  fave  a certain  dulnefs,  and  a fenfe 
of  fear,  in  children  capable  of  exprefiing  it. 
The  fits  frequently  terminate  by  fneezing, cough- 
ing, or  vomiting,and  return  without  any  regu- 
larity. It  is  attended  with  a {harp,  and  fhrill 
voice,  and  a flufhed  countenance,  which  grows 
livid  during  the  paroxyfms. 

Dr.  Millar,  who  has  written  largely  on  this 
difeafe,  (I  apprehend,  as  it  appears  in  Scotland ) 
divides  it  into  two  principal  ftages ; in  the  lat- 
ter of  which  no  method  of  treatment  has  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  effectual,  but  medicine  is 
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never  more  efficacious,  he  thinks,  than  in  the 
hr  ft,  if  the  diforder  be  not  combined  with  fome 
other,  and  it  be  taken  in  time ; though  the 
crouping  may  be  very  confiderable.  This  I 
faw  remarkably  exemplified  in  the  firft  inftance 
I met  with,  which  was  in  a little  boy  of  my 
own,  who  was  nearly  cured  in  two  days.  The 
fovereign  remedy  he  direefts  is  afa  fostida,  which 
fhould  be  adminiftered  both  by  the  mouth  and 
in  clyfters,  in  dofes  according  to  the  exigency 
of  the  complaint ; and  where  no  marked  in- 
flammation has  taken  place,  may  be  given  very 
freely;  and  afterwards  the  bark,  when  the 
fpafms  remit. 

This  account  of  the  difeafe  can  certainly  ap- 
ply only  to  the  fpafmodic,  and  is  not  the  dif- 
order ufually  known  in  this  city  by  the  term 
croup,  but  a mere  fpafmodic  complaint,  totally 
unaccompanied  with  inflammation  ; at  leaft  is 
fo,  whenever  afa  foetida  is  thus  ufeful  in  the 
flrft  inftance.  And  this  feems  to  be  further 
evident,  from  the  recovery  of  fuch  patients, 
and  the  confequent  want  of  proof  of  the  exif- 
tence  of  that  tough  membrane  found  in  thofe 
whofe  bodies  have  been  examined  after  death  ; 
in  whom  the  difeafe  is  always  of  fhort  continu- 
ance after  the  croup,  or  croaking  noife  in  re- 
fpiration,  has  taken  place.  Whereas,  the  othep 
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kind  of  croup  has  fometimes  been  known  to 
continue  for  two  months,  and  then  has  yield- 
ed to  opium.  Inftances  have  likewife  been  met 
with  of  children  crouping  for  two  or  three  days, 
and  being  then  feized  with  hooping-cough, 
which  has  inftantly  removed  the  croup : thefe 
circumftances  feem  to  prove  that  fpecies  of 
croup  to  be  truly  fpafmodic.  I have  feen  it 
repeatedly  in  this  form  attend  the  cutting  of 
teeth ; being  then  the  mere  confequence  of  ir- 
ritation, as  we  fee  cough,  and  various  other 
fymptomatic  affections  induced  at  this  period. 
How  far  Dr.  Millar  may  have  miftaken  what 
he  calls  the  twro  ftages  of  the  croup,  for  two  very 
different  fpecies  of  this  complaint,  has  been 
hinted  already.  Frommy  own  experience,  how- 
ever, which  has  been  conliderable,  as  well  as 
his  authority,  it  feems  very  proper  that  a trial 
Ihould  be  given  to  the  afa  foetida,when  there  is 
no  degree  of  fever,  and  the  child  feems  little,  or 
nowife  indifpofed,inthe  intervals  of  the  croup- 
ing. Emetics  likewife  will  fometimes  be  found 
neceffary,*  as  will  the  cicuta  and  bark ; one  or 

* In  one  inllance,  medicines  of  this  clafs  were  given  in  fuch 
uncommonly  large  dofes,  (as  it  was  obferved  in  a former 
edition)  that  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  notice  them  here. 

From  beginning  with  one  grain  of  pulv.  antimon.  which 


332 


SlTFFOCATIO  STRIDULA. 


other  of  which  muft  be  perfeveredin,as  long  as 
any  fy mp toms  of  the  difeafe,  and  particularly 
the  croaking  noife.,  (hall  remain.  And  from  the 
fuccefs  attending  this  practice,  and  a proper  dif- 
crimination  of  the  difeafe,  there  may  be  more 
room  for  hope  in  this  cruel  diforder,  than  fome 
practitioners  have  been  induced  to  think. 

But  the  other  fpecies  oferoup  is  a moft  dan- 
gerous diforder,  being,  it  has  been  faid,  truly  in- 
flammatory in  the  firft  inftance,andis,  I'believe, 
always  attended  with  a quick  pulfe,  cough,  and 
laborious  breathing  very  foon  after  the  croak- 
ing noife  has  taken  place,  with  a.  fenfible  ful- 
nefs  about  the  fore  part  of  the  throat ; although 
at  the  time  of  the  attack  children  often  appear 
in  perfect  health. 

It  does  not,  however,  always  feem  to  be  an 
original  difeafe ; being  fometimes  a confequence 


was  feveral  times  repeated,  the  child  (under  three  years  of 
age)  look  afterwards  a drachm,  and  two  drachms  of  via.  anti- 
monii;  th^n  pulv.  ipecacuanhas  53-  gl'S*  xv,  and  *)j,  to  which 
was  add^d  gr.  j antimon.  tartarifati;  and  at  length,  gr.  x, 
and  afterwards  9j  of  vitr.  album.  The  trial  of  emetics  was 
then  given  up  for  feveral  days  ; at  the  expiration  of  which  he 
took  </xym.  fcillse  ^iij.  with  £j.  vini  antim.  which  fucceeded 
better  than  any  thing,  though  it  puked  him  only  very  mo- 
derately j but  continued  to  do  fo  for  the  three  or  four  time? 
that  he  took  it. — For  remarks  oil  the  ipertnefs  of  emetics  and 
■purges,  fee  page  25.  Note, 
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of  bad  fevers,  especially  the  febris  fcarlatina,  as 
well  as  of  fome  chronical  diforders  that  have 
reduced  the  patient’s  ftrength,  and  is  then  much 
more  dangerous.  But  the  worft  kind  frequently 
appears  to  arife  from  the  fame  caufes  as  the 
malignant  fore  throat,  only  having  its  feat  lower 
down,  and  is  therefore  more  fevere.  And  it 
has,  in  feveral  inftances,  accompanied  it,  as 
may  be  known  in  the  early  ftages  of  that  com- 
plaint, by  the  croaking  noife  peculiar  to  the 
croup;  and,  I believe,  is  in  fuch  inftances  gene- 
rally fatal.  It  has  likewife  accompanied  the 
laft  ftage  of  the  putrid  thrufh,  and  has  then 
carried  off  the  little  fufferer  in  a few  hours. 

On  this  fpecies  little  more  need  to  be  faid ; 
the  difeafe  being  always  fnort,  and  the  treat- 
ment very  evident.  Bleeding  is  always  necef- 
fary,  if  the  phyficianbe  called  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  difeafe,  or  ftridulous  noife;  and  if 
the  patient  be  vifited  too  late  to  endure  this 
evacuation,  I believe  no  hope  can  remain  of  his 
being  benefited  without  it,  unlefs  the  infant  be 
very  young ; which,  however,  in  another  view, 
cannot  but  add  to  the  danger.  If  the  patient 
be  three  or  four  years  old,  and  plethoric,  a 
copious  bleeding  by  the  lancet  may  be  the  pre- 
ferable mode;  but  if  much  younger,  or  of  a 
delicate  habit,  four,  fix,  or  even  more  leeches 
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fhould  be  immediately  applied  to  the  throat, 
efpecially  if  there  be  any  perceptible  fulnefs  of 
that  part,  and  a blifter  applied  to  the  nape  of 
the  neck.  The  patient  may  likewife  breathe 
the  vapours  of  warm  water  with  vinegar  in  it. 
After  the  leeches  and  bliflers  have  been  applied, 
a vomit  fhould  be  adminiftered,  and  the  lick- 
nefs  kept  up  for  feveral  hours,  by  fmall  dofes 
of  the  antimonial  powder;  which  will  generally 
fucceed. if  had  recourfe  to  within  fix  or  eight 
hours  of  the  commencement  of  the  difeafe.  At 
the  clofe  of  the  complaint,  and  to  prevent  a 
relapfe,  the  bark  proves  highly  ferviceable,  and 
will  alfo  re  (lore  the  flrength  of  the  patient. 

The  French  wrriters  likewife  depend  much  up- 
on emetics,  and  afterwards  lenient  purges ; and 
topreventareturn,  advife  aperitives,  ftomachics 
and  tonics,  particularly  preparations  of  fleel, 
and  natural  chalybeate-w'aters. 

In  the  kingdom  of  Ireland , particularly  about 
Mullingery  in  the  county  of  JVeJimeath , where 
there  are  many  lakes,  the  croup  is  a very  com- 
mon complaint ; and  equally  inflammatory  and 
dangerous  as  amongfl:  us.  It  is  likewife  apt 
to  return,  (though  feldom  fo  violently  as  in  the 
firfl:  inftance)  if  the  patient  ventures  abroad  too 
foon,  and  is  expofed  to  the  bad  air  of  that  quar- 
ter. The  method  of  treatment  there  is  fome- 
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what  different  from  ours,  blood  being  immedi- 
ately drawn  from  the  foot,  inftead  of  the  throat 
or  arm,  and  often  in  a large  quantity,  the  child 
being  placed,  at  the  time,  in  a warm-bath;  a 
blifter  is  then  applied  between  the  fhoulders, 
and  the  bowels  are  kept  open,  chiefly  by  clyf- 
ters.  Emetics  are  not  had  recourfe  to,  nor  in- 
deed any  means  but  the  above ; the  violence  of 
the  complaint  abating  very  foon,  or  the  child 
thought  to  be  part  recovery.  The  complaint 
is,  poflibly,  not  perfectly  underftood  in  this 
quarter,  and  in  the  northren  parts  of  that  king- 
dom neither  this  fpecies,  nor  the  chronical 
croup  is  at  all  known,  acording  to  my  infor- 
mation. 

In  North -America,  a very  different  mode  of 
treatment  has  been  adopted  ; calomel  being  re- 
commended as  a molt  fuccefsful  remedy,  after 
bleeding  and  the  application  of  blifters,  (when 
peripneumonic  fymptoms  attend,)  and  the  or- 
dinary remedies  of  emetics  and  purges.  And 
Dr.  Rush  of  Philadelphia  is  fo  fanguine  in  re- 
gard to  it  as  to  affert,  that  the  bark  is  fcarcely 
a more  certain  remedy  for  intermittents,  than 
calomel,  when  thus  adminiftered,  is  in  this 
fpecies  of  Cynanche. 

Should  this  prove  to  be  the  cafe,  after  re- 
peated fair  trials  in  this  country,  the  public  will. 
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indeed,  be  much  indebted  to  him,  and  I fiiali 
be  happy  in  thus  further  introducing  fuch  a 
remedy  to  notice ; though  I have  not  myfelf 
had  an  opportunity  of  putting  it  to  a fair  trial, 
iince  Dr.  Rush’s  book  came  to  hand  ; though 
I have  adminiftered  it  repeatedly,  in  (lighter 
affections. 

In  Dr.  Ferriar’s  Medical  Hiflories  and  Re- 
fie  Elions , vol.  iij,  there  are  likewife  fome  very 
goodobfervationson  this  difeafe;  which  he  alfo 
has  very  properly  divided  into  the  acute  and 
fpurious.  In  the  former  he  remarks  certain  pre- 
current fymptoms  whereby  this  dangerous  dif- 
eafe may  be  forefeen ; but  I am  fatisfied,  this 
is  not  always  the  cafe : though  much  deference 
is  due  to  his  great  attention  to  this  fad  difor- 
der,  and  the  very  conliderable  experience  he 
has  had.  The  treatment  recommended  is  very 
agreeable  to  that  I have  laid  down ; but  with 
the  addition  of  one  remark,  very  worthy  of  at- 
tention, viz.  that  the  venaefeflion  fhould  be 
very  copious,  and  nearly  ad  deliquium. 

Whilst  this  work  was  in  the  prefs,  I have 
learned,  that  Dr.  John  Archer,  of  Harford 
county,  Maryland , in  America , has  ftrongly  re- 
commended the  feneka-root,  [Poly gala  Serega* 
Linn,)  as  an  almoft  infallible  remedy  in  this  dif- 
eafe. I fhall  therefore  prefent  the  reader  with 
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the  Doctor’s -account  in  his  own  words,  in  a let- 
ter he  wrote  to  Dr.  Barton,  of  Penfylvania 
College. 

(i  I have  in  a great  many  inftances  found  a 
decodtion  of  the  Seneka  the  mod:  powerful  me- 
dicine in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe,and  lam  happy 
to  tell  you  that  I believe  it  may  be  depended 
on.  I make  a flrong  decodtion  of  the  root  in 
the  following  manner,  viz.  half  an  ounce  of  the 
feneka,  in  coarfe  powder  is  boiled  in  eight 
ounces  of  water,  down  to  four.  Of  this  I give 
a tea-fpoonful  every  half  hour,  or  hour,  as  the 
urgency  of  the  fymptoms  may  require  ; and  at 
intervals  a few  drops/to  keep  up  the  ftimulus, 
until  it  either  adts  as  an  emetic  or  cathartic. 
I then  repeat  it,  in  fmaller  quantities,  fo  as  to 
preferve  the  ftimulus  of  the  feneka  conftantly 
in  the  mouth  and  throat. 

cc  If  the  difeafe  be  more  advanced,  and  the 
breathing  more  difficult,  with  a peculiar  harfh 
or  thrill  found,  like  air  forcibly  drawn  through 
a fmall  aperture ; attended  with  a retradtion  of 
the  upper  part  of  the  abdomen  under  the  carti- 
lages of  the  ribs ; I then  give  calomel  freely 
and  frequently,  and  rub  mercurial  ointment  on 
the  throat  and  contiguous  parts,  fo  as  to  affedl 
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the  glands  of  the  throat  and  mouth,  as  quickly 
as  poflible.  This  I do  that  the  mercury  may 
co-operate  with  the  adlion  or  ftimulus  of  the 
feneka,  and  thereby  haften  the  reparation  of  the 
membranous  fubftance  formed  in  the  trachea. 

“ In  this  method  I have fucceeded  in  the  cure 
of  the  croup,  even  beyond  my  moft  fanguine 
expectations.  ” 

Having  had  no  opportunity  of  making  trial 
ofthefeneka  in  this  difeafe  (though  I have 
lately  found  it  very  ufeful  in  the  latter  ftage  of 
pleurify ) I have  only  to  remark  upon  it,  that 
the  intention  feems  to  be  very  fimilar  to  the 
repeated  dofes  of  emetic  tartar  that  have  been 
recommended  in  this  chapter;  while  the  ex- 
hibition of  calomel,  and  mercurial  ointment 
accord  with  the  application  of  blifters.  Which 
of  thefe  means  may  be  the  more  fuccefsful ; or 
how  far  the  application  of  leeches,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  difeafe,  may  be  fafely  dif- 
penfed  with,  a&ual  experiment  only  can  de- 
termine. 

I have  examined  the  trachea  after  death  in 
only  three  patients,  in  two  of  which  I found 
the  precife  appearances  defcribed  by  Dr.  Mil- 
lar and  others;  the  wind-pipe beinglined  with 
a tough  vifcid  coat,  fo  as  mechanically  to  clofe 
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up  the  pafTage.  The  third  inftance  was  in  an 
infant  who  died  fuddenly  of  the  hydrocephalus, 
a few  days  after  appearing  to  be  recovered  from 
the  croup. 


Rachitis,  or  Rickets. 

This  is  a late  diforder  in  Europe:  Astruc  ob- 
ierves  that  England  is  faid  to  be  the  part  in  which 
it  firft  made  its  appearance,  and  that  it  was 
then  defcribed  by  Glisson  and  Mayow  ; but 
he  thinks  it  probable,  that  it  appeared  at  the 
fame  feafon  over  all  Europe , through  the  cold- 
nefs  of  the  weather.  It  was  named  Rachitis, 
from  the  Greek , implying  that  the  fpina  dorfi 
is  particularly  affecfted  by  it;*  though  it  rarely 
attacks  the  fpine  till  the  diforder  is  far  advanced. 


* From  this  circumftance,  it  has  been  fuppofed  to  Rave 
been  known  in  the  time  of  Hijijiocrates  ; but  his  remark  ( AJihor . 
§ 3.  26.)  is  certainly  too  concife  to  eftablifh  the  jboint ; as  it 
is  limply  obferved,  that  among  other  complaints,  infants 
after  the  period  of  dentition,  are  liable  to  xctptSp t«,  tpoy^a 
rev  xxtoc  to  mot  rctw  uffuc. — In  Monf.  Le  Febure  de  Villebrune* s 
Greek  edition  of  the  Afihorifms , there  are,  however,  fome  ob- 
fervations  tending  to  evince,  that  this  difeafe  is  of  an  older 
date,  by  fome  centuries,  than  it  has  been  generally  imagin- 
ed; and  this,  it  lhould  feem  from  the  nature  of  the  difeafe, 
is  not  unlikely. 
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It  was  flrft  noticed  in  the  weftern  parts  of 
England*  about  the  year  16283!  and  is  faid  to 
have  taken  place  upon  the  increafe  of  manu- 
factures, when  people  left  the  villages  and  hus- 
bandry, to  fettle  in  large  manufacturing  towns; 
where  they  wanted  that  exercife,  and  pure  air, 
which  they  had  enjoyed  in  their  former  jfitua- 
tion,  and  employments. 

It  may,  therefore,  frequently  arife  from  un- 
healthy parents,  efpeciatly  from  mothers  who 
pafs  too  fcdentary  a life  in  a bad  air,  and  feed 
upon  a weak  and  watery  diet;  from  children’s 
food  being  weak,  watery,  or  too  vifcid  to  be- 
properly  digefted;  but  above  all,  perhaps,  from 
bad  nurfing,  and  children  being  left  wet,  dirty, 
or  expofed  to  a cold  moifl  air,+  without  Suffi- 
cient covering  ; from  want  of  proper  exercife, 
and  from  clofe  and  crowded  apartments.  On 
this  account,  children  of  poor  people  are  parti- 
cularly liable  to  this  diforder ; parents,,  and  go- 

* See  Glisson-  f Primerose* 

J From  the  experiments  lately  made  b-y  Drs.  Bed  joes, 
Withering  and  others,  upon  atmofpheric  air,  and  its  relation 
to  difeai’es,  it  cannot  be  at  all  furprizing,  that  this  diforder, 
particularly,  thou  Id  often  be  owing  to  foul  air,  in  which,  what 
has  been  lately  termed  the  azote,  is  too  predominant.  And 
it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  this  complaint  is  fcarcely  known 
in  very  hot  climates. 
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vernors  of  work-houfes  ought  therefore  care- 
fully to  guard  againft  the  la  ft  mentioned  caufes, 
— Or  laftly,  from  the  habit  of  body  being  re- 
duced by  the  long  continuance  of  almoft  any  of 
thecomplaintshithertoconfidered.  From  thefe 
fources  arife  what  may  be  termed  its  proximate 
caufes;  fuch  are,  a load  of  undigefted  juices 
in  the  ftomach,  inteftines,  and  all  the  firft-paf- 
fages:  an  univerfal  vifcidity  in  the  extreme  vef- 
fcls,  efpecially  of  the  joints;  a corro live  acri- 
mony from  a too  languid  circulation,  and  a 
general  obftrudtion  in  the  fibres  of  the  mufcles. 

The  ufual  Symptoms  of  rickets  are  foft  flefh  ; 
bloated,  or  a very  florid  couptenance  ; wreak- 
nefs ; diflike  to  motion;  with  enlargement  of 
the  belly,  head,  and  joints.  The  wrifts  and 
ankles  enlarge  firft,  afterwards  the  back,  and 
breaft-bones ; and,  indeed,  all  the  bones  fweli 
and  become  foft,  efpecially  the  more  fpongy 
ones.  The  piilfe  is  quick,  and  feeble,  and  the 
appetite  and  degeftion  ufually  bad.  Teething 
is  commonly  late,  though  not  frequently  diffi- 
cult, but  the  teeth  often  rot  early,  and  fall  out. 
Great  acutenefs  of  mind  has  been  obfervcd  in 
this,  and  fome  other  chronical  complaints.  It 
fqldom  attacks  children  before  they  are  fix 
months  old,  or  above  two  years, 
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As  it  appears  to  arife  from  a general  weaknefs 
and  relaxation,*  the  indications  of  Cure  are  to 
brace  and  ftrengthen  the  folids,  and  to  promote 
digeftion,  and  the  formation  of  good  chyle. 
Thefe  ends  will  be  promoted  by  wholefome,and 
dry  food,  fuited  to  the  age ; good  bread,  or  bif- 
cuit ; and  roafted  meats,  rather  than  boiled  ; 
with  a little  red  Port  wine.  Should  the  child 
be  too  young  to  eat  flefh  meats,  its  diet  ought 
to  be  chiefly  of  broths,  milk,  rice,  millet,  pearl- 
barley,  falep,  and  femolina,  with  fpices,  if  it  be 
not  inclined  to  be  feverifh. — This,  however,  is 
fometimes  the  cafe  in  older  children,  though, 
perhaps,  too  rarely  fufpe6ted,  and  requires  in 
that  flage  of  the  difeafe  a very  oppofite  treat- 
ment ; even  fmall  bleedings  being  then  found 
ferviceable. — The  child  mult  above  all  have 
good  nurflng,  and  efpecially  exercife  and  air, 
without  being  kept  very  hot  or  very  cold : un- 
lefs  a ftricft  attention  be  paid  to  thefe,  medicine 
can  be  of  but  little  fervice.  If  the  child  be  too 
young  to  exercife  itfelf  by  walking  and  fuch 
like,  the  nurfe,  befides  affording  it  every  exer- 

* Monjieur  Bonhomme  of  Paris  has  formed  a different  and 
ftrange  theory  of  the  nature  of  this  difeafe ; and  recommends 
■very  ftrongly  the  internal  exhibition  of  phofphate  of  lime  and 
phofphate  of  foda,  together  with  an  external  waftring  with 
an  alcaline  liquid  made  by  diffolving  half  an  ounce  of  com- 
mon pot-afti,  or  fal  tartavi,  in  a pound  of  very  pure  fpring 
water. 
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cife  it  can  bear,  may  induce  the  infant  to  exert 
itfelf  to  no  fmall  advantage,  by  the  following 
eafy  means.  She  has  only  to  dafh  a few  drops 
of  water  fuddenly  in  its  face  feveral  times  a day, 
in  the  manner  often  done  to  recover  people 
from  a fwoon,  though  lefs  violently.  This  will 
oblige  the  infant  to  put  almoft  every  mufcle 
into  acftion,  by  which  the  blood  will  be  forced 
through  the  minute  veflels,  and  many  of  the 
advantages  of  exercife  produced,  and  in  a more 
powerful  manner.  To  the  fame  end,,  linen 
cloths  wetted  with  cold  water,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  a little  fpirit  of  any  kind,  may  be  ap- 
plied to  the  arms  and  legs,  or  to  the  fpine  every 
time  the  child  is  d refled  or  undrefled,  efpeci- 
ally  if  the  bones  of  thefe  parts  are  become  en- 
larged or  diftorted  by  the  difeafe.  The  parts 
fhould  afterwards  be  rubbed  very  dry  with  a 
pie.ce  of  warm  flannel. 

If  the  child  be  of  a grofs  habit,  the  eighth 
part,  or  a quarter  of  a grain,  of  ipecacuanha, 
taken  once  or  twice  a day ; gentle  pukes,  and 
very  brifk  purges,  efpecially  of  the  pulv.  e fcam- 
monio  cum  calomel,  prove  of  ufe.  The  tin&r. 
aloes  comp,  is  aifo  a good  medicine,  a few  drops 
once  or  more  in  a day,  (as  may  fuit  the  Rate  of 
the  bowels)  taken  on  a bit  of  fugar,  or  other- 
wife.  In  fuch  habits,  all  foundation  of  a cure 
jnuft  be  laid  in  reducing  the  belly  to  its  proper 
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flze,  and  in  ftrengthening  the  ftomach.  If  ra- 
ther delicate,  the  cold-bath  is  often  of  more 
Service  than  any  thing  elfe:  but  this  fhould  not 
be  entered  upon  in  winter,  nor  without  previous 
purging.  Fridtions  afterwards  with  flannel  and 
aromatic  powders,  or  the  fumes  of  frankincenfe, 
maflic  or  amber,  efpecially  on  the  back  and 
belly,  will  further  tend  to  ftrengthen  the  habit. 
Befides  fuch  means,  the  cold  infuflon  of  bark, 
and  other  bitters,  efpecially  columba ; or  fmall 
dofes  fior.  martial,  tincflurte  myrrhte,  or  the  vi- 
num  ferri,have  often  the  belt  effedh  Dr.TEMPLE 
prefers  the  following  form  above  any  other. 

R.  Rubig.  ferri  gr.  iv 
Pulv.  Rhei  gr.  iij 
Sacch.  albi  gr.  x. 

mifce,  ft.  pulvis,  mane  et  vefperi  fumendus. 
quotidie. 

The  rhubarb  fhould  be  increafed  or  diminifh- 
ed,  as  may  be  neceffary,  two  Rools  a day,  it  is 
faid,  being  fully  fufficient. — The  following  is; 
likewife  from  him. 

R.  Zinci  calcinat.  gr.  ij 
Tefl:.  oflreor.  ppt. 

Sacch.  alb.  aa  3j 
Pulv.  aromat.  gr.  xij 

mifce  et  divid.  in  chart,  vi.  quarum  capiat 
unam  nodte  et  mane  quotidie.  The  rubigo 
ferri  and  the  zinc  are  to  be  gradually  increafed. 
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It  has  been  before  remarked,  that  under  every 
plan,  a good  diet,  air,  and  excrcife,  efpecially 
riding  on  horfe-back,  are  of  the  utmoft  con- 
fequence  ; which  if  duly  perfevered  in,  and  the 
Hate  of  the  ftomach  and  bowrels  properly  at- 
tended to,  will  often  effedl  winders.  A cure 
therefore  fhould  not  be  defpaired  of  under  any 
circum dances,  provided  the  internal  and  vital 
parts  are  not  difeafed.  Befides,  this  is  one  of 
thofe  chronical  complaints  which  feem  to  be 
gotten  the  better  of  by  time,  and  like  the  fol- 
lowing one,  wears  itfelf  out,  as  it  were;  and  to 
which  the  above  mentioned  means  will  greatly 
contribute — Saspe  Pertinacia  Juvantis,  Malum 
Corporis  vincit.  ( Cel/us .) 


Scrofula. 

TT his  is  primarily  a glandular  difeafe,  though 
in  its  progrefs  it  attacks  the  adipofe  membrane, 
the  eyes,  the  mufcles,  tendons,  and  even  the 
bones  themfelves,  efpecially  the  joints.*  Such 

* From  this  propenlity  to  fpread,  the  diforder  is  laid  to 
have  taken  its  name.  “ Struma;,  vel  fcrofulac,  lie  dicuntur, 
quia  frequenter  in  ferofis,  id  eft,  fuibus,  in  collo  fnint ; vel  a 
multiplied  partu,  quoniam  ficut  files  multos  edunt  partus,  lie 
in  ferofulis  ex  una  poftundum  fipiit  plures.”  (Trattatus  de 
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at  leafl  has  been  the  general  opinion,  though 
from  later  invefligations  there  is  reafon  to  ima- 
gine that  it  originates  in  the  cellular  membrane. 
It  feldom  makes  its  appearance  before  two  years 
of  age,  nor  later  than  ten  or  twelve,  (unlefs  it 
be  in  regard  to  affedlions  of  the  eyes,}  though 
there  are  more  exceptions  in  refpedt  to  the  lat- 
ter period ; and  it  then  often  proves  fatal,  by 
falling  on  the  larger  joints,  the  lungs,  or  other 
noble  part.  It  is  frequently  obferved  to  follow 
other di ford ers,  particularly  the  fmall-pox,  whe- 
ther taken  naturally  or  from  inoculation  j alfo 
the  hooping-cough,  meafles,  teething,  rickets, 
and  many  other  diforders  already  mentioned. 
Hence,  the  nature  of  this  difeafe  is  better  un- 
derflood, as  it  fo  often  falls  upon  weak  and  ten- 
der habits,  either  originally  of  a lax  fibre,  or 
worn  out  by  previous  difeafes  ; or  is  gradually 
brought  on  by  a heavy,  indigeflihle,  and  bad 
diet,  or  a low,  wet,  and  unhealthy  fituation.  It 
is,  hdwever,  fometimes  found  to  be  hereditary, 
but  jvill  very  frequently  lie  dormant  for  two  or 
three  generations,  (refilled  fometimes  by  in- 
termarriage in  a healthy  family)  apd  afterwards 


Morbis  Puerorum.  Amjlolodami,  1760.)  The  Struma  is,  never-: 
thelefs,  a complaint  as  different  from  Scrofula,  as  it  is  from 
the  BroncouU,  and  is  chiefly  endemial. 
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appear  with  redoubled  violence;  as  well  as  af- 
fedt  the  greater  part  of  a family  very  much,whilft 
the  reft  fhall  be  entirely  free  from  it.  It  is 
often  attended,  or  rather  preceded,  by  a pecu- 
liar look  about  the  eyes,  which  are  generally 
large,andathicknefs  of  the  upper  lip;  and  fome- 
times  proves  a fource  of  ill-health  through  life, 
but  is  not  ufually  fatal  in  the  firft  inftance.  Long 
before  the  external  glands  become  affedted,  efpe- 
cially  in  young  fubjedts,  the  belly  is  fometimes 
obferved  to  be  hard  and  enlarged ; and  after 
death,  the  mefenteric  glands,  the  lungs,  and 
even  the  pancreas  have  been  found  difeafed. 

Though  this  is  always  a very  unpleafant  com- 
plaint, and  frequently  does  not  ad mit  of  fo  much 
relief  by  medicines  as  many  other  diforders, 
yet  it  oftentimes  difappears  at  the  time  of  pu- 
berty, (and  fometimes  fooner)  efpeciallyin  fe- 
males ; but  whether  this  be  owing  to  the  in- 
creafed  ftrengthof  thefolids,ortoother  changes 
in  the  habit,  naturally  happening  at  that  period, 
is  not  an  inquiry  proper  for  this  place.  On  the 
other  hand,  after  difappearing  for  feveral  years, 
during  which  perfedt  health  has  been  enjoyed, 
the  humour  has,  unexpectedly,  fallen  upon  fome 
internal  glandular  part,  frequently  the  mefen- 
tery,  occafioning  various  pains  and  complaints, 
often  attributed  to  other  caufes,  and  has  under- 
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mined  the  confditution ; producing  ultimate!}' 
pulmonary  confumption,  or  a fatal  marafmus. 

Although  I thought  it  very  nec chary  to 
mention  this  difeafe  amongld  others  to  which 
the  hate  of  childhood  is  liable,  I am  fenfible 
how  difficult  it  would  be  to  point  out  any  thing 
like  a general,  and  adequate  remedy.  At  its 
fir  11  appearance,  however,  bitter,  or  mercurial 
purges,  are  fometime.s  of  ufe,  as  are  alfo  anti- 
monial  vomits ; and  frequently  burnt-fpongc, 
andfaponaceous  medicines, warmed  with  fpices, 
and  continued  for  a length  of  time  ; though  it 
fhould  be  obferved,  that  this  diforder  fome- 
times  falls  on  habits  ofa  fomewhat  plethoric  tem- 
perament, and  may  for  a while,  demand  the  in- 
terpofition  of  certain  antiphlogildic  remedies. 
But  when  the  difeafe  is  confirmed,  lime-water, 
and  decoddions  of  the  woods,  together  with 
crude  antimony,  bark,  and  heel,  with  wine,  and 
a generous  diet,  are,  I believe,  mold  to  be  de- 
pended upon  as  internal  remedies  ; from  fome 
pf  which,  I have  fecn  no  inconfiderable  cures 
.effedded.  But  in  this,  as  in  other  chronical  com- 
plaints, good  air  and  exercife  are  of  the  greateld 
importance.  Indeed,  the  advantage  of  exer- 
cife in  this  difeafe  is  fo  great,  that  I wiffi  to  lay 
a very  great  Id  refs  on  it.  But  then  it  mufd  be 
daily  had  recourse  to,  and,  by  degrees,  be  fo 
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confiderabIe,as  to  render  the  patient  every  night 
fenfibly  fatigued.  Thus,  I have  known  riding 
behind  a carriage,  almofl  without  the  aid  of  any 
medicine,  entirely  remove  the  complaint. 

When  there  are  external  tumours,  I am  fa- 
tisfied  that  the  opinion  I have  already  given  to 
the  public,  in  a larger  trad  on  this  complaint/ 
is  both  rational  and  fafe  ,•  and  that  whenever 
they  are  at  all  difpofed  to  come  forward,  and 
not  feated  on  improper  parts,  they  ought  to  be 
brought  to  as  fpeedyafuppuration  as  is  poflible. 
To  this  end,  an  epithem  of  honey,  flour  and 
yelk  of  egg  fhould  be  applied  twice  a day,  and 
the  parts  be  eledrified.  The  fcrofulous  virus 
when  thrown  on  the  furface,  fo  far  refembles  the 
cancerous,  according  to  the  defcription  of  the 
late  ingenious  Mr.  Hunter,  that  it  is  inclined 
to  fpread  to  a conflderable  extent ; but  as  tu- 
mours of  the  former  clafs  will  bear  rougher 
treatment  than  the  latter,  I am  confident  that 
much  benefit  may  arife  from  the  ufe  of  exter- 
nal flimulants,  by  flopping  the  progrefs  of  the 
diforder  in  the  neighbouring  parts,  as  wrell  as 
by  invigorating  them,  and  thereby  difpofing 
the  ulcers  to  heal.  Of  this  kind,  are  fumiga- 
tions of  hydrargyrus  fulphuratus  ruber,  and 
hydrarg.cum  fulphure.  Alfo light  fridions  with 

* See  the  author’s  Surgical  Trails, 
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mercury,  fo  as  to  make  it  pafs  freely  through  the 
lymphatics  of  the  difiempered  parts,without  af- 
fecting the  fyfiem,  have  in  a courfe  of  time  been 
beneficial,  and  deferve  to  be  brought  into  more 
general  practice  than  they  have  hitherto  been. 

Under  fuch  a plan,  it  will  be  very  necefiary 
that  the  body  be  kept  open  ; and  to  this  end, 
one  drachm,  or  more,  of  the  fal  cathartic,  maybe 
difiolved  in  a pint  of  water,  and  taken  every 
day  as  common  drink.  This  quantity  of  fait 
will  give  very  little  tafie  to  the  water,  and,  in 
fome  infiances,  has  alone  had  a good  effeCt  in 
this  dreadful  complaint,  efpecially  in  fironger 
children  and  fuch  as  are  otherwife  healthy.  On 
the  other  hand,  children  of  a delicate  andfpare 
habit  are  more  likely  to  be  benefited  by  the 
tonic  remedies  before  mentioned,  and  fuch  as 
warm  and  invigorate  the  fyfiem  ; of  which  clafs 
one  lately  recommended  in  France  has  been 
found  exceedingly  ufeful,  and  of  which  I (hall 
here  fubjoin  the  form  in  which  I have  generally 
made  ufe  of  it. 

R.  Ammonias  ppt.  ~ij. 

Rad.  Gentian,  incis.  9j. 

Affunde  Spir.  Vini  Gallici  Jxij. 

Fiat  TinCtura. 

Sumat  ceger  cochl.  infantum  ad  cochleare 
largum  ex  aquae  puraeq.f,  ter,quaterve  in  die,. 
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I have  had  further  reafon  to  be  confirmed  in 
the  above  opinion  refpedting  ftimuli,  from  ob- 
fervations  communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Part- 
ington, who  lince  the  hints  I threw  out  in  the 
afore-mentioned  work,  has  made  ufe  of  eledtri- 
city  with  very  good  effects,  in  thefe,  as  well  as 
other  cold  tumours  and  ulcers  I had  mention- 
ed ; which  have  all  healed  very  kindly,  in  con- 
fcquence  of  this  ftimulus  to  the  parts.  When 
fcrofulous  ulcers  have  been  healed,  and  only 
fome  frnall  tumours  remain,  I have  experienc- 
ed very  good  effedts  from  the  external  ufe  of  as 
Prong  a folution  of  camphor  in  oil  of  almonds 
as  can  be  made,which  has  difperfed  them  very 
foon  ; and  it  has  been  found  a very  fuccefsful 
remedy,  in  the  cure  of  the  incipient  broncho- 
cele,  though  enlarged  to  the  fize  of  a turkey’s 
egg ; and  requires  only  to  be  very  vyeli  rub- 
bed into  the  parts,  three  times  a day.  The  pa- 
tient fhould  at  the  fame  time  take  a drachm  or 
two  of  the  tartarifed  natron  every  morning. 

The  following  is  ftrongly  recommended  by 
Dr.  Tem  PLE. 

R.  Terne  ponderos.  falit.  gr.  x 
Aq.  menthte  fativae  gift 
inifce  ft.  hauftus,  ter  quotidie  fumendusj  et 
fenfim  augeatur  quantitas  terras  ponderofie  ad 
guttus  xx. 
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Tobacco  has  alfo  been  lately  very  (trongly 
recommended,  in  a treatife  written  by  Dr.  C. 
W.  Hupeland  of  Jena>  author  of  a "Treatife  on 
the  Art  of  'prolonging  Tife. 

An  obvious  difcrimination  fhould  be  made 
in  regard  to  tumours  about  the  neck;  lince 
many  of  them  are  of  a harmlefs  nature,  or  even 
falutary,  the  confequence  of  a flight  feverifh 
difpofition,  or  of  fome  little  cold  from  a fud- 
den  ftroke  of  air  on  the  neck.  Thefe,  it  is  well 
known,  rife  Suddenly,  become  painful,  and  in- 
creafing  daily  in  lize,  either  very  foon  put  on 
the  ufual  appearance  of  fiippu ration,  or  begin 
to  fublide ; and  whether  they  break  or  not,  are 
no  indication  of  any  thing  materially  wrong  in 
the  habit.  On  the  contrary,  fcrofulous  tumours 
always  rife  (lowly,  unlefs  in  very  young  infants, 
and  after  the  fmall-pox;  often  continue  a long 
time  at  a (land,  and  fometimes  are  not  only 
months,  but  even  fome  years  before  they  fup- 
purate  ; and  then  with  very  little  pain,  or  true 
inflammation.  For  fuch,  particularly  when  very 
large  as  well  as  indolent,  embracing  a large 
part  of  the  neck  ; the  white  lily  root,  with  an 
equal  quantity  of  bread,  made  into  a poultice 
with  milk,  has  been  followed,  at  lead,  with  a 
furprizingly  good  effect,  the  tumour  fubfiding 
entirely  in  the  courfe  of  a few  weeks. 
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I (hall  -only  add  further  on  the  head  of  fcro- 
fula,  what  is  very  well  known,  that  fea-bathing 
alone,  fometimes  effects  a perfect  cure.  Should 
the  child  therefore  have  feveral  fcrofulous  tu- 
mours, or  the  habit  be  conceived  to  be  much 
affected,  trial  fhould  be  made  of  the  fea,  in 
whatever  manner  it  may  be  determined  the  tu- 
mours fli all  be  treated,  if  not  difperfed  by  fea- 
bathing,  as  they  frequently  arc. 


Ischuria  Vesicalis  e Muco. 

JBv  this  term  is  here  intended  an  affeCtion  of 
the  pr-oftate  glands,  or  the  coats  of  the  bladder ; 
though  the  fame  fymptoms  may  alfo  arife  from 
the  ureters  or  kidneys,  whether  owing  to  a 
ftone  or  other  ftimulus. 

It  fometimes  appears  during  dentition,  and 
other  inflammatory  affections,  and  will  then  call 
for  cooling  remedies  : it  generally  difappears 
when  the  teeth  have'  made  their  way  through 
the  gums,  and  the  fever  fubfides.  Even  in 
more  advanced  childhood,  there  is  nothing  like 
fever  or  other precife  marks  of  difeafe,  though* 
vol.  r.  A a 


354  Ischuria  Vesicalis  e Muco. 


it  may  be  faid,  this  diforder  more  commonly 
attacks  children  of  a tender  and  delicate  habit. 

It  is  attended  with  frequent  inclination  to 
void  the  urine,  and  with  more  or  lefs  pain  in 
its  excretion,  or  more  commonly,  I think,  be- 
fore it  begins  to  come  away.  The  urine  is  very 
foul,  is  loaded  with  a very  ropy  mucus,  and 
fometimes  comes  awaydifcoloured  with  blood, 
and  at  others,  ffnall  coagula  fall  to  the  bottom. 
This  diforder,  indeed,  puts  on  every  appearance 
of  the  like  difeafe  common  in  adults,  efpeeially 
old  men,  but  is  ufually  much  (lighter,  and  there- 
fore more  eafily  and  fpeedily  cured ; for  chil- 
dren being  more  irritable,  the  urinary  paflages 
are  over  ftimulated  by  caufes  that  would  not 
affedt  adult  perfons. 

The  appearance  is,  neverthelefs  alarming,  as 
it  may,  pofhbly,  arife  from  a morbid  affection 
of  the  proftate  gland,  or  the  bladder,  and  mud 
then  be  a ferious  complaint ; or  it  may  be  ow- 
ing, it  has  been  obferved,  to  a (lone  in  any  of 
the  urinary  paffages,  in  which  cafe  a cure  can- 
not be  effected  as  long  as  the  done  remains. 
Fortunately,  however,  this  is  not  a frequent 
caufe  in  early  childhood^tnd  is  not  the  cafe 
here  intended. 


The  diforder  fometimes  yields  in  two  or  three 
weeks  to  mere  .diluent,*  and  demulcent  medi- 
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cines,  fuch  as  the  lac  amygdal.  with  fyrup.  alth. 
barley-water  and  gum  arabic,  fpermaceti,  and 
fuch  like;  and  it  is  probable,  in  fuch  inftances, 
might  in  a fhort  time  difappear  of  itfelf. 

In  other  inftances  more  powerful  means  are 
required,  which,  either  by  creating  a different 
ftimulus,  change  the  abtionof  the  parts  affedted, 
or,  by  their  reftringency,  prevent  that  fecretion 
which  has  been  the  caufe  of  the  irritation. 

The  aqua  calcis,aq.  kali,  balfamum  copaiba?, 
or  decodt.  corticis,  feem  to  be  the  properefl  re- 
medies in  the  abfence  of  fever.  From  three  to 
ten  drops  of  the  aq.  kali,  or  balfam.  copaibae, 
according  to  the  age  of  the  child,  will  be  a pro- 
per dofe,  and  may  be  taken  three  or  four  times  a 
day,as  the  urgency  of  the  complaint  may  require. 

After  appearances  of  being  perfectly  well, 
the  urine,  in  fome  inftances,  has  become  as  tur- 
bid and  mucous  as  at  firft,  and  the  former  irri- 
tation returned.  In  one  fuch  cafe,  the  com- 
plaint feemed  to  yield  to  an  infufion  of  the  gol- 
den-rod, of  which  two  or  three  table  fpoons- 
ful  were  taken  three  times  a day.  To  this  the 
mother  of  the  child  had  been  advifed  by  one  of 
her  friends,  upon  the  complaint  returning  fome 
time  after  I had  declined  my  vifits. 
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Ischuria  Renalis,  or  Suppression  o/Urine. 

T Lirs  dangerous  diforder  is  eafily  diflinguifhed 
from  the  ifehuria  veficalis,  or  ordinary  fuppref- 
fion  of  urine,  in  which  the  fecretion  is  duly 
made  in  the  kidneys, and  the  urine  conducted  to 
the  bladder ; bu  t being  detained  there,  the  accu- 
mulation is-  readily  difeovered  both  by  the  pain 
and  tumour  in  the  regio  pubis.  In  the  ifehuria 
renalis,  on  the  other  hand,  the  urine  is  not  fe- 
creted  at  all : but  the  fuperabundance  of  wa- 
tery fluid  is  retained  in  the  blood. 

This  diforder,  I believe,  is  more  common  in 
adults,  efpecially  elderly  people,  than  in  child- 
hood, and  is  a true  palfy  of  the  kidneys.  In 
fuch  inflances,  if  the  fecretion  be  not  reflored 
in  about  twenty-four  hours,  the  fuppreffion  has 
ufually  proved  fatal  very  foon  ; though  it  is  not 
commonly  preceded  by  any  confiderable  de- 
rangement of  the  general  health. 

In  thefe  refpedls  it  correfponds  with  the  if- 
ehuria of  infants ; for  the  firft,  and  a very  ac- 
curate account  of  which  dangerous  diforder, we 
are  obliged  to  Dr.  Willan,  who  happened  to 
meet  with  feveral  inflances  of  it  within  a fhort 
fpace  of  time.  In  each  of  thefe  the  difeafe  was 
introduced  by  fimilar  fymptoms,  a flight  fever- 
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ifh  heat  being 'obferved  for  about  a week,  ac- 
companied with  diarrhoea,  and  fometimes  bili- 
ous vomiting.  Towards  the  end  of  this  time 
the  urine  was  made  in  fmall  quantity,  and  in 
about  twenty-four  hours  the  difehargeof  it  en- 
tirely ceafed,  and  the  patients  died  unexpect- 
edly, without  complaining  of  pain  or  any  par- 
ticular uneafinefs. 

Inflammation  of  the  mefent-ery  is  judged  to 
be  the  fource  of  the  firft  fymptoms  ; and  the 
fufpicion  has  been  fupported,  in  one  inliance, 
by  an  examination  of  the  parts  after  death.  A 
gangrene  alfo, which  had  taken  place,  Dr.WiL- 
lan  conceived  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  fatal  fup- 
prefhonof  urine;  but  in  a fubfequent  inftance, 
it  was  found  otherwife,  the  patient  being  per- 
fectly recovered  from  the  fuppreflion,  and  ap- 
parently reftored  to  health  by  the  application 
of  leeches  to  the  belly,  and  a blifter  near  to  the 
os  facrum  ; but  the  child  died  about  a month 
afterwards  with  fymptoms  .of  hydrocephalus, 
.diftinCbly  marked. 

The  above  mentioned  remedies,  with  gentle 
purges,  clyfters,  and  cooling  diuretics,  and  the 
repeated  ufe  of  the  warm  bath,  are,  probably, 
every  thing  that  our  art  has  to  offer  for  the  cure 
of  this  novel  difeafe  in  infants ; and  were  its 
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fymptoms  more  diftindtly  marked,  or  formida- 
ble in  their  firft  appearances,  fo  as  to  lead  to  a 
recourfe  to  it  on  the  earlieft  approaches  of  the 
diforder,  the  remedies  might  be  oftener  fuc- 
cefsful  than  they  have  hitherto  been. 


The  Gravel. 

.Although  we  fee  children  of  almoft  every 
age  afflicted  with  (tone  in  the  bladder,  and  fuch 
frequently  voiding  gravel  mixed  with  their 
urine;  the  gravel  is,  by  no  means,  a common 
Complaint  in  others.  I have,  however,  been 
feveral  times  confulted  for  children,  under  three 
years  of  age,  who  have  been  fo  affeCted. 

The  diforder,  I believe,  is  ufually  flight  at 
this  early  age,  and  m erely  accidental,  fometimes 
difappearing  of  itfelf  in  a few  days,  or  after  tak- 
ing only  a little  oil  and  manna,  or  other  foft 
laxative,  and  fome  of  the  demulcent  medicines 
recommended  for  the  ifchuria  e muco.  In  other 
indances,  I have  directed  a decoCtion  of  marffl- 
mallow  and  parfley  roots,  or  the  infufion  of 
fweet-fennel  and  wild  parfley  feeds,  fweetened 
with  fyrup  of  marfh-mallows,  or  honey.  A bit 
of  caftile  foap  alfo  may  be  dilfolved  in  milk 
and  taken  as  a breakfafl,  or  fupper ; or  a few 
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drops  of  balf.  copaibae,  be  adminidered  two  or 
three  times  a day,  and  the  body  kept  open  by 
the  kali  tartarifatum,  or  the  fal  polychreftum. 

Should  the  complaint  continue  long,  and  the 
quantity  of  gravel  increafe  ; as  much  Seltzer 
water  fhould  be  drank  daily  as  the  age  of  the 
child  may  admit.  If  it  be  attended  with  much 
pain,  the  warm-bath  would,  probably,  be  ufe- 
ful ; but  I have  never  known  it  fo  great  as  to 
require  any  kind  of  opiate. 


Incontinence  of  Urine. 

This  is  not  a very  common  complaint,  I be- 
lieve, in  children,  unlefs  combined  with  the 
done  in  the  bladder,  and  then  is  not  fo  con- 
dant,  nor  to  the  degree  that  is  intended  here. 
It  is  an  involuntary  flow  of  the  urine,  fometimes 
by  day  as  well  as  during  the  night ; arifing,  I 
apprehend,  from  a relaxation  or  other  affection 
of  the  fphinder  of  the  bladder,  as  in  very  old 
people,  but  is  not  attended  with  manifed  fever, 
nor  fy  mptoms  of  decay.  An  aftedion  of  this 
kind,  in  which  the  urine  runs  away  in  the  deep 
only,  is  more  common;  and  I have  known  it 
continue  to  the  age  of  fifteen  or  fixteen  years 
when  not  properly  treated,  and  afterwards  yield 
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to  fea-bathing.  If,  however,  it  be  an  original 
affedtion,  and  confined  only  to  the  night,  (when 
every  part  is  more  difpofed  to  relaxation)  and 
the  child  be  young,  it  ufually  difappears  as  the 
child  grows  up,  and  thereby  acquires  ftrength ; 
but  it  may  be  often  affifted  in  the  mean  time, 
merely  by  exercife,  living  on  dry  food,  dafhing 
the  contiguous  parts  with  cold  water,  and  fuch 
little  means  as  may  tend  to  impart  tone  to  the 
fphimffer  mufcle  and  neck  of  the  bladder,  and 
fcrupuloufly  ab flaming  from  drink  near  the 
time  of  going  to  bed. 

The  total  incontinence  generally  comes  on 
gradually,  and  is  fometimes  attended  with  ex- 
ceflive gonorrhoea,  even  in  very  young  children, 
and  is  more  difficult  of  cure  : fo  likewife,  if  the 
complaint  fhould  fucceed  to  other  diforders,  as 
the  ftone,  inflammation  of  the  neck  of  the  blad- 
der, or  forcible  ufe  of  the  catheter;  and  efpeci- 
ally,  if  it  follow  any  fomniferous  difeafe,  or  a 
palfy  of  any  other  part  of  the  body. 

Tincture  of  catechu,  or  of  gum  kino;  the 
cortex  peruv.  balfam.  copaibce,  and  vitriol,  al- 
bum, may  be  made  trial  of;  but  nothing  is 
ufually  fo  effectual  as  repeated  blitters  applied 
over  the  os  facrum  ; with  proper  dofes  of  the 
tindlura  cantharidis,  given  in  fome  foft  emul- 
ffon.  This  may  be  adminiftered  in  dofes  of 
ten  or  fifteen  drops  to  children  from  five  to  ten 
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years  of  age,  and  increafed  to  two  fcruples  and 
a drachm;  which  has  generally  removed  the  com- 
plaint if  there  has  been  no  morbid  ahedlion  of 
the  fpine,  as  is  fometimes  the  cafe.  If  thefe 
means  fhould  fail,  recourfe  fhould  be  had  to 
fea-bathing. 

Polydipsia,  or  Excessive  Thirst. 

T he  affection  here  adverted  to  is  not  a fymp- 
tomatic,  but  idiopathic  difeafe,  though  it  feems 
to  depend,  indeed,  upon  an  idiofyncrafy  ; and 
is  equally  incident  to  children,  as  to  adults.  It 
is,  however,  fo  rare  a complaint  in  either,  that 
but  little  can  be  faid  of  its  true  nature,  there 
being  but  few  infiances  of  it,  I believe,  upon 
record.  Of  thefe,  one  began  at,  or  foon  after 
birth,  and  another  when  the  child  was  about 
four  years  and  a half  old;  a fhort  time  before  it 
was  feized  with  the  natural  fmall-pox.  The 
former  is  now  an  adult  woman,  and  mother 
of  eleven  children,  in  whom  the  diforder 
Hill  continues  in  a very  extraordinary  degree. 
The  latter  is  yet  a child,  and  from  the  laft  ac- 
counts, is  very  lively,  and  though  apparently 
healthy  drinks  every  twenty-four  hours  ten 
quarts  of  water,  and  makes  daily  twelve  of  urine, 
as  pale  as  the  water  he  drinks.  Through  the  day 
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he  requires  a draught  every  half  hour,  and  once 
every  hour  in  the  night. 

Dr.  Simmons,  I believe,  gave  to  the  public 
the  firft  accounts  of  polydipfia,  as  idiopathic, 
and  has  been  at  great  pains,  in  afeertaining  the 
fa 6ts.  Boeriiaave,  indeed,  feems  to  fpeak  of 
fuch  a complaint;  and  ZuiNGERusof  immode- 
rate third:  as  a very  common  affedtion  of  young 
children,  coming  on  without  fever  or  any  other 
complaint,  unlefs  it  be  a latitude  of  the  extre- 
mities : fays,  the  appetite  continues  very  good, 
but  the  defire  for  drink  fo  great,  that  on  with- 
holding it,  they  exprefs  vehement  difpleafure, 
and  are  threatened  with  convulfions,  and  other 
nervous  diforders.  He  does  not,  however,  al- 
lude to  the  quantity  that  (rich  children  require, 
and  adds,  that'  in  a little  time  their  bellies  be- 
come tumid  ; that  they  are  fubjedt  to  glandular 
affedtions,  and  fall  into  atrophy.  On  thefe  ac- 
counts, this  fpecies  of  polydipfia  feems  to  have 
no  relation  to  the  cafes  adduced. 

The  above  mentioned  inftances  of  it  occur- 
red in  France ; and  one  has  been  met  with  in 
Stanground , near  Peterborough , in  an  adult  man 
near  fifty-five  years  old,  in  whom  the  affedtion 
firfi  took  place  after  an  intermittent  fever, when 
he  was  in  his  twenty-feventh  year.  A fimilar 
pafe  alfo  prefented  about  three  years  ago  at  the 
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Middlefex  hofpital.  This  was  in  a child,. but 
the  thirft  was  not  in  this  infiance  fo  great  as  in 
the  aforementioned  ones. 

Though  I can,  indeed,  have  nothing  to  offer 
with  any  confidence,  for  the.  treatment  of  a dis- 
order which  I have  never  yet  feen,  and  which 
depends  upon  a peculiar  temperament  of  the 
body ; yet  this  rare  and  curious  difeafe  appears 
worthy  of  fome  notice  in  a work  that  is  thought 
to  comprehend  a more  complete  account  of  the 
diforders  of  children  than  has  hitherto  appear- 
ed. A flight  record  of  it  will  alfo  poffefs  the 
further  advantage  of  apprifing  practitioners  of 
there  being  fuch  a complaint ; which  it  is  pre- 
fumed cannot  fail  of  being  acceptable,  if  any 
into  whofe  hands  the  work  may  fall  fhould  meet 
withchildrenwhohaveanyevidenttendencytoit. 

How  far  internal  tonical  medicines,  with  the 
cold-bath  and  eleCtricity,  or  attempting  to  pro- 
mote infenfible  perfpiration,  might  tend  to  a 
removal  of  it,  upon  its  firft  approaches,  though 
I can  by  no  means  venture  to  fay ; they  may, 
poffibly,  be  worthy  of  trial.  Perhaps  the  plan 
lately  adopted  with  fuccefs  by  Dr.  Rollo  of 
IVoolwich  in  th  c diabetes  * might  like  wife  be  ven- 
tured upon.  This  refers  equally  to  regimen  and 
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medicine.  Hepatifcd  ammonia  makes  a chief 
part  of  the  latter,  adminidered  at  firft  in  very 
fmall  dofes.  The  diet  fhould  condd  of  milk, 
with  lime  water,  for  breakfad  and  fupper,  and 
animal  food  for  dinner,  and  that  long  kept,  and 
very  fat,  without  the  lead  vegetable,  bread,  or 
other  farinaceous  fubftance.  Confinement  to 
the  houfe,  and  red,  are  alfo  driclly  enjoined. 
But  if  none  of  the  above  means,  nor  any  other 
remedies  that  may  be  fuggeded,  fhould  pretty 
foon  afford  any  degree  of  relief,  it  is  prefumed, 
that  no  violence  fhould  be  offered  to  fo  pecu- 
liar a temperament,  led  fome  worfe  or  real  evil 
fhould  appear  in  its  place. 
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JL  his  complaint  is  related  by  Moreton  in  his 
Ththijiologia , /and  is  worthy  of  notice  in  this 
place  ; but  is  not  an  idiopathic  difeafe  like  the 
former.  He  mentions  it  as  not  being  a com- 
mon diforder,  and  terms  it  a confumption  from 
diabetes  j attended  with  great  third,  as  in  the 
forementioned  difeafe.  He  fpeaks  of  it  as  the 
effecd  of  iiritation  from  teething,  and  as  a fa- 
mily diforder,  having  been  fatal  to  all  the  male 
children  in  one,  except  the  lad  infant,  to  whofe 
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afliftance  he  was  called  at  the  commencement 
of  the  third,  and  increafed  fecretion  of  urine; 
which  was  fweet  as  in  the  diabetes  of  adults. 

This  child  therefore  appears  to  have  been 
faved  by  the  treatment  he  adopted,  but  was  not 
entirely  free  from  complaint,  as  he  had  rightly 
foretold,  until  all  the  fir  ft  teeth  made  their  way. 
In  the  progrefs  of  the  complaint,  the  Dodlor 
remarks,  that  the  diabetes  was  attended  with 
confiderable  diarrhoea,  under  which  the  infant 
wafted  faft,  but  without  cough.  The  treatment, 
in  the  meantime,  con  lifted  in  confining  the  child 
ftricftly  to  a milk  diet  from  the  firftj  andtoallay 
the  exceftive  third,  he  allowed  only  milk  mixed 
with  the  IJlington  chalybeate  water.  This  plan 
very  foon  became  ufeful ; but  the  fymptoms  re- 
curring v7ith  aggravation  w'henever  a tooth  was 
making  its  way,  the  Do&or  was  induced  to  ad- 
vife  a few  grains  of  rhubarb  every  morning,  and 
a little  diofcordium  at  bed-time.  Thcfe  means 
were  perfevered  in  for  tw’o  years,  that  is,  until 
the  firft  teething  w7as  completed ; after  w^hich, 
the  child  enjoyed  perfect  health. 
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The  Seven-Days-Disease, 


The  SeVen-Days-Disease,  and  Pecheguera 
of  Spani/h  South- America, 

it  shall  clofe  this  part  of  the  work  with  a brief 
account  of  two  very  extraordinary  diforders, 
which  fhould  have  been  noticed  among  the 
earlier  complaints  of  infants,  if  they  had  been 
difeafes  of  this  country,  or  even  much  known 
in  other  parts  of  Europe.  As  the  feven-days - 
difordcr  has,  however,  actually  made  fome  ap- 
pearance in  this  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  may, 
therefore,  at  fome  future  period,  become  more 
common,  it  may  be  proper  it  fhould  be  men- 
tioned. The  following  account  is  tranflated 
from  the  French  of  Mr.  LcFehure  de  Villebrune , 
who  refers  to  the  Spaniflo  work  of  D.  Ulloa , 
[Fife.  XI.  § § 19  and  20)  and  Barrire' s Voyage 
to  Guinea. 

§ 19.  The  difeafe  of  feven  days  of  new-born 
infants  is  common  in  both  quarters  of  America, 
and  equally  dangerous  in  the  high,  as  in  the  low 
parts.  A great  number  of  infants  die  of  it, with- 
out any  fymptom  antecedent  to  its  acceflion, 
leading  to  a fufpicion  of  it.  They  are,  on  the 
contrary,  apparently  healthy  and  robuft,  when 
the  diforder  makes  its  attack  in  the  form  of 
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epilepfy  ; and  few  of  thofe  who  are  vilited  with 
it  are  found  to  recover.  Though  it  has  been 
faid,  this  complaint  is  not  altogether  unknown 
in  Europe , it. is  neither  fo  common,  nor  fo  dan- 
gerous. It  is  conceived  that  the  belt  preventive 
would  be  to  guard  infants  from  being  expofed, 
to  the  wind,  till  the  fir  ft  feven  days  are  over. 

This  imperfect  account  allows  of  very  little 
comment ; but  it  feems  probable,  that  this  dif- 
order  may  not  be  very  unlike  the  E etanus  of  the 
IVeft  Indies : and  from  the  mode  of  prevention 
propofed,  the  difeafe  may  be  owing  to  fome 
local  cuftorn  or  circumftance,  as  Dr.  Clarks 
has  noticed  in  regard  to  the  latter. 

§ 20.  But  infants  at  Guaneavelica  are  ftil! 
liable  to  another  very  extraordinary  complaint. 
Having  efcaped  the  feven-d ays- difeafe,  they 
thrive  well  until  the  third  or  fourth  month ; 
they  are  then  feized  with  cough  and  pulmonic 
affections,  which  they  there  call  pecheguera . 
The  complaint  goes  on  increaling  without  any 
fenfible  relief  from  the  medicines  made  ufe  of; 
and  a fwelling  taking  place,  they  prefently  die. 
The  diforder  attacks  only  the  white  people , or 
children  of  the  Spaniards  ; the  Indians  and  the 
mongrels  are  not  fubje<5t  to  it.  The  way  toefcape 
it,  is  to  remove  infants  from  the  fpot,  before 
they  are  two  months  old,  and  to  carry  them  to 


i 


368  PecheguerA.  / 

more  favourable  climates,  into  one  of  th yZue~ 
brades , (or  low  grounds  between  the  mountains) 
that  are  at  a little  diftance.  It  is  imagined,  that, 
the  cold  and  intemperature  of  the  climate  is 
the  occalion  of  infants  being  fo  foon  feized  with 
this  complaint.  This  may  be  the  cafe  in  fome 
degree  : but  the  vitiated  habit  of  body  of  their 
parents,  and  the  fulphurous  vapours  continually 
arifing  from  the  furnaces  for  .the  extraction  of 
mercury,  may  likewife  contribute  to  it.  In 
fact,  thefe  vapours  are  fo  abundant,  that  when 
reunited  by  means  of  the  cold,  they  form  fuch 
a thick  cloud  in  the  atmofphere,  during  the 
feafon  there  called  fummer,  as  to  coverall  the 
colony.  Notic.  American . Difc.  II.  p.  205.  L. 
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